In view of tlic continued demand for bacT: numbcirs 
of tUe “ lingHsliman containing accounts uE tlie great 
eartliquakc of the lith of June, 1S07, it has been thought 
desirable to collect the various reports in the form of a 
volume, which will be a handy and permanent record of the 
greatest disaster of the kind that has visited India in 
historical times. The reports have been brought together 
in chronological order, so that it may be possible to tol- 
low the various phases of the occurrence as they became 
known from day to day. A glance at tbe later reports will 
show that, instead of being exaggerated, as was suggested 
at one time, the appalling catastrophe far escceded the earU 
ier reports., ‘According to tbe Chief Commissioner of Assam, 
05U persons were killed in tbe Cherrapunji Hills and tbo 
Sylbet District, while the damage done to property in Cal- 
cutta alone cannot be set down at less than a million sterling. 
The volume includes full reports of tbe disaster from all 
parts of Bengal and Assam, articles from the “Engllsbman,^^ 
letters from coriespondeuts, telegnams, detailed accounts of 
tbe destruction of Shillong, and the great landslips in the 
Cberra Hills, aud oOlcial estimates of damage to property. 



THE EARTHQUAKE. 


GREAT DESTRUCTION OP HOUSE PROPERTY 
IN CALCUTTA 


(The Englishman^ Mondiy, ^une 14, 1897 ) 

Ifc 18 impossible as yet to speak with accuracy of tlio great 
earthquake which passed, over tho entiro breadth of Noxthom 
India on Saturday eTomng, but there can bo littlo doubt that 
it exceeds m extent and intensity any other visitation of tho 
kind in tho present generation. From onr telegrams it ap- 
peara that tho wave was felt m greater or less force in Mani- 
pur, Assam, Bengal, and Bombay, wbilo some idea of tbo 
breadth of its path may bo gathered from the fact that on 
one side it touched Behar and the Cooiral Pronneos, and on 
tho other places as far apart as Darjiling and Simla The 
reports would seem to show that tho force of tho seiamio 
wave was as severely felt in Datgiling as in Calcutta, and 
many incidents from the districts are eloquent at once of 
the violence of tho shock and the state of panic to which tho 
people la many parts of tho country were reduced A corres- 
pondent at Kasha, m Tippora, telegraphs that the wave was 
BcvOToly felt over a range of more than a hundred miles on 
the Assam-Bcngal Railway, and that a tram was over- turned 
At Shamchernagar while a mixed passenger tram was 
“ derailed and stuck” at Montollah An earthquake which 
destroys bridges and derails trains may well be dreaded m 
the crowded haunts of man, and the residents of Calcutta 
have reason to bo thankful that tho City of Palaces did nob 
collapse beforo it hka a castlo of cards 

Ko donbt, tho city has suffered severely— how severely w© 
shall not bo able to toll oven approximately for some time to 
come But so violent and long.contmued wore tho undulations 
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of 11.0 ealll. wonjer is the geest msjOtUy o! the .ol.l 

n,Ms.va sleselstes «h.eh have woa Cslentta its a.stoetao 
aame ataoag citws viota aol shalen into rams The loe^o 
proportion hi the honses hare snstaiaed more or less serioas 
damage, and many of Oar pnMio baiiamgs,snoh as the Car 
thedtll and the Toira Hall, are badly maimed Bat the sight 
of hago ffloaatains of mawary like Qoverntaent Hoaees, 
the Secrolanat offices, and the High Coort, rocking and 
rolling like ships at sea might welt bo espectad ta be followed 
by wholesale collapse The alarming spectaole was certainly a 
good and safficient reason for the awe and dread which it la- 
Bpired On the wbolf, in view of the ternbc nature of tho 
Visitation, the condnct of the population nas reniarkftblj firm 
vad cool In. some of tho native and mixed parts of the town, 
^Tlle^e the crowding of rickett; houses constitoted a special 
danger, there was something like momentary panic , and) o! 
roarse, all over the tows the people fled in all Tantliea and 
stages of undress from the immediate danger of cracking 
walls and tremhling rafters Perhaps iho most remark 'ible 
Bight was that of the heterogeneous groups in the middle of 
the streets gazing up at tho ebakiog walls and casting awful 
glauces at the ground as it rocked under their feet That 
many cried oat in terror and agony of mind will be little 
cause lor surprise, at least to those who bate shared their 
startling expvricnce of encompassing, irresistible danger and 
complete physical helpksvaess 

Unhappily, vintutions of the kind are not unknown in 
Calcutta There are many who will bo able to recall the 
earthquake of December, IS88, and ibe still more pronounced 
onoof I4lli July, 1S85 ^ulhcrof then shocks, however 
was nearly so sor^ro us that of Saturday, aUhongh tlioj 
have left Ihm lasting marks on the baildiugs of tho city 
It IS carious to observe that many of the old rents and 
fissures caused by the former eirtliquako have boon m no 
way affecicd by the cnarmoua strain of Ibo present waio 

On the front ol what Used to bo the art soctioa of the Im- 
periat Museum lluto IS a great crack that have bocq knoiva 
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io lialf (he people of GaIca6fafor jear?, and tbe common 
remark has been that the next shock wonld complete tho 
mischief. Yet, to>day, it is exactly in the condition it was in 
before tho earthquake, whereas at a distance of a few yards 
there is a new and formidable rend in the northorn arch of 
the great solid enbrancB gateway oi theHnsesm. Indeed, the 
freaks and eccentricities of the earthquake are as great as 
those of lightning. Still, it is evidost, on tho whole, that the 
new ttrong boildings in Calentta haye had the best of it, and 
that disaster hast fallen most heuTily on old, neglected or 
patcbed*np properly. However, tho exceptions are numerous. 
Mr. Ezra’s new verandah is gone ; and Dr. Feldstein’s house, 
which is one of the worst collapses, had boon recently over* 
hauled, the heavy verandah being supported upon iron beams. 
At present, it is almost impossible to form anything like an 
Gsourate idea of the extent of tho damage done in Calcutta. 
The reports to be complete wonld have to lake note of aimost 
every boose. As they stand, tbe reports are little more than- 
categories of houses aod details of damage. It may be said 
with perfect accuracy that the earthquake left Calcutta en* 
voloped iu fallen stucco and plaster, and this is by no means 
the simple thing it appears to those who are unacquaiuted 
with our Eastern style of building The plaster that rained 
down from the shaking buildings all ' over the town was no 
trifle ; it fell in solid pieces, often several yards long, and 
weighing many ewts. Masses of this material, as hard ae 
fitboe, hurtling through the air, constituted a distmei danger 
to life aod limb. One of the pitiful aspects of the disaster is 
the slate of homeless misery to which it has brought so many 
poor Europeans, Burasiaus aod Natives. In view of tho crying 
needs of this class, it may be worth considering whether the 
money which ii proposed to dovoto to a Jubilee dinner 
might not be disposed to bolter purpose in the relief of pre* 
seat suffering. Among the many who hare bsen driven frooi 
their homes by the earthquake wo must now include tho aol- 
diors in Tort YTiHiam who have boon sent under canvas nntil 
the safety of the barracks is assured. It is not, perhaps, & 
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pleasantassociahonof ideas, but it 18 prob'ible that tbo visit- 
ation of Saturday wUI come to be known popularly as the 
Jubilee earthquake In point of extent and seventy, it Is on- 
titled to any titular distinction 

OALAMITr 

COUNTING TEE COST OE THE DISASTER 

(Tht Enghthman, Tuttdajr, yunelfi 1S97^ 

It is now apparent that tho ektthquake was even more 
widespread than was supposed Onr later telegrams cover an 
area that roughly corresponds with the whole of Northern 
India The shock was severely felt at Eiohuna, in Hlanipur, 
On the north east frontier, and slightly at Coconada, 
on the East Coast Railway, lo the hladras Presidency 
Along the line of the Himalayas it seems to have been 
ns strong as lu the central plain of India, and at no 
place does it appear to have been laora Beveroly felt 
than at Darphog On Ibe whole, there is a remarkable 
agreement in the reports from widely separated centres as to 
tho mam features of the earthquake, and this contrasts lu a 
striking manner with ibo usual expenouce in regard to 
natural phenomena it would be vain to look for absoluto 
unanimity, and already tboro are indications of the curious 
conflict of evidence with which wo are only too well 
accustomed Corrospondonts have written ta us, for in- 
stanco, denying the statement that tho shock was heralded 
by a loud rumbling noiso hut it may bo laid down as 
undomable that such a noise was heard It is not, porhap", 
difiicuU to account for tho fact that many did not hear tho 
rumhirng, for it is always difficult to distinguish sounds which 
COHO unoijioclcdly, nod many ot Hoso who wore indoors 
nttliolimo ptotaHylnd not their nllonlion called to llio 
•1 ock until llio noiio had passed Ono of tho canons ctr- 
noaislancos mhioh haro boon romarknd is that persons riding 
nod driving ot Iholimo dil not ohterso anything nnnsnal 
until Ihoir atlontion was alliaclod by tho swayin^ buildings 

Thomolnmo! ihoBtonndwasnot Mint all. and ao far as 
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indiTidual scii«n{ion3 v?ent tliero irnglitliavo boon no ea"lli- 
qnako at all Another point on wliicli there has been sorao 
dirersjty of etaiozneni zs tlio ^taio of thoHnghJj An iraa?* 
motive picture was drawn of n boro on the nvor, and of 
crowd? of manpa saying pnja on tho bank? Stcornera 
tugged viciously at their moorings or lurched Iieavily ngainst 
the Teities No doubt the artist meant well, butthosceiio 
which he conjured up was a pure figment Tho rircrms 
almost without a ripple, and those on hoard vessels were m 
complete ignorauc'* of what was liappenmg Indeed, tho 
safest place of refugo— 'or rather the only place of safety — on 
Saturday was on board a vessel in the river. 

On the occasion of former caithquahos, wo have seen 
reports of tho earth crachiug aud of water aud sand or mud 
coming forth Doubt is gooerally thrown ou such s(ato« 
meets winch aio often made 1oo*ely by penons wboaienot 
trained observers Ou the present occasion we have been 
told of this happening m various pails of tho country, 
and if any doubt esisled on the subject it must bo dis* 
polled by the telegram from Manipur, winch is thoroughly 
reliable in every particular Our correspondent slates 
that long crachs appeared m the gronnd, esteuding for 
hundreds of yards, wide euough to put one's hand into. 
These fissures ran from south cast to north west, and this 
may be iahon as an indication of the direction of tho wave 
Trom the Chittagong district 3 diamatic incident of a fear 
some nature IS reported The local post olSce was swallowed 
up bodily in tho earth Happily, tbeio was no person in it 
at tho limo , but the occurronco reminds one of tho most ter- 
rifying aspect of the great eaitliqnake of Lisbon of 1755 
On the whole, however, tho lose of life caused by the present 
oarlhqualo has been astoaislungly Email, coneideung the 
seventy of tho shock aud its duratton. A e far as can bo as 
certamed the casualties in Calcutta are confined to a fow na 
tivo houses, and do not exceed twelve, although it is thought 
not unlikely that Ibis number may yet bo increased when 
tho full reports aro roceircd Had tho shock occuntdat 
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mgUt, like that o! 18S8, there can be httjo doabt that it would 
have been attouded with groat Ios< of life, but liappooiDg m 
the afternoon, people v.eto able to leave their boasea rapiJIpi 

before the danger botatne immineut 

Since the ocratrence of the earthquake, the heavy rato 
that has fallen has considerably increased the danger from 
falling houses, to aaj BoUiing of adding to the dwcoxafott of 
the many families which bavo beoa enddoily deprived of their 
homes It 13 no exaggeration to my that the disaster has 
reduced thousands of middle class 1 nropcaijs and Turasiaos 
to a moat pitiable plight The Natives, occupying one storey* 
ed houses, have almost eutireljr escaped, and the distress is 
practically couSned to the middle class Eurasians, who 
aio unable to Gud hoase*room in auy part of the town It 
would be diScott to describe Ibe muerable stale of these- 
poor people lu too strong terms, and it certainly seems as 
if a public duty rested with the leaders of the comipaoity 
to organise some form of relief. We would suggest that, 
as a temporary measure, the Governmeui uf India oSlcesi 
whioa are standing empty, aught be nltilucd for the purpose 
ol housing the croiids who ate compelled to pass their nights 
and days in the opeu air, exposed to the incloroeucy of a 
rainy season The Goveiumout roight well give its consent 
to such a benevolent arrangement, which would coat nothing 
and which wonUl relieve the misery aud snScring of the class 
with whom the eaithquake has dealt hardest of ull Let na 
reinembet that those people are themselves poncrlcss to miti« 
gate the honors oi thou posiliOa 


THE EitflTUQUAKE IN TUB MOFPUSSIL 

(The EisUthman, Wednesda}, June 16, 18i^7 ) 

The third day after the oarthq.uak 0 hruigt ’-nW.istmCB 
which shows clearly that the absolute dan age done m the 
mofusail 13 fully equal to that iQ Calcutta itself and its im- 
mediate neighbourhood, and that its subsequont effects will 
TtobaU, is [«r more smore), IcU ojer a iarge uumtor o£ oat- 
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Blfilioim Uian they are liVoly to be in tins city rspecmlly 
m Eastern Bengal nnd in tbo north of Assnm the havoc 
appears to bare been wbolesalo 'ind unirorsal In many 
places so pncca lionso was loft standing and thoir inhabitants 
were glad to take refnge in tboir fiervatits’ quarters This 
was notably the case at Jamalpur, at Dacca, and 'blarshida- 
bad, whence several fatalities are reported, together with 
a number of hairs breadth escapes It is diScnlt to ostimaio 
the extant of the rum at Jamalpur, but when we remember 
that it 18 tbe great manufacturing depot of the East Indian 
Bailway, and that four workshops wero either partially or 
totally wrecked, it la evident that tbe damage will run away 
with a great deal of money boforo it is repaired 

'Ihis station also appears to havo becu the scene of luoro 
than one of those almost miraculous escapes which one reads 
about At Marsbidabad, uofortanatoly, there wero fatalities 
aliliongh 80 far the immunity from any such catastrophe of 
most o! the affected districts is no less a matter for congrat- 
ulation than surprise Dr Price, CiVil Burgeon of Mursbid- 
abad, has been rendered houseless, and tbe same fate has 
overtaken practically the whole of the chief oiBoials at 
Krlshnagar From various other districts Ihrougbout Bengal 
accounts of a similar tenor 0 ow in incessantly The 
Munsiff 8 Coart house down, tho Maguirate s house 
wrecked, and Magistrate and his assistant driven into 
tents, the Meteorological OlSce damaged, and other reporta 
all tell the same tale —it is the largest and most important 
buildings that have felt tbe shook most severely On tbe 
other hand, those who happened to bo travelling, on tho 
Bailway especially, experienced none of the most unpleasant 
^nd alarming phonomens, ond unless their line of com 
munications was blocked, as was the case with most 
passengers from Darjiling and Assam, were able to go on 
to their joumey s end in almost total unconciousness of 
the fact of the upheaval Where ignorance is hliss, vre 
have always been told, it is folly to ha wise, and this 
may ornybatically he afErmed of the Darjiling Himalayan 
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Ilailw-iy, wliicli was assured on Saturday night by telegram 
that ita lino was intact It was subsegaontly stated, however, 
that tbo cart road at Sakna was ‘ riven with chasms 
This may only bo an inflated way of saying that the road u 
covered with cracks, hnt if ihero is any accuracy in the 
statement the railway should ba looked to. Apropos of 
chasms several talegrams which we publish to day display 
remarkable unanimity in speaking of the sand and water 
which were ejocted from the earthquake cracks One cor- 
respondent describes them picturesquely as mud volcanoes,” 
and says that they spouted to a height of three or four feet 
Another account makes them res-mble miniature fountains, 
bub m no case does it appear that tho temperature mud and 
water has been taken. 

Itom Kal.ganj comM Iho onij insloncG .0 far, m whioli 
the was foU to onj appreciable eitcnt on tho water 

Tbo Rivers Steam Natig.lion Oompan;’, .teamer, the Bengal, 
wa, mooring them on Saturday .flornoon, when hor com- 
laanderaolioed a ribr.lion .0 serere and prolonged that 
eereral article, wore hrolea on board The phenomenon 
cannot he aoconnled for on Iho ,npp„,ili„r that the 
lochwai oornmnnioaleato the ,e,.el f,„m the .hare for 

II e ronoct gooi on to .ay that the rirer wa. mat- ^ 
during tho lime that the eatlhqnale Iniled Thi. oxperm”' 

"ho were 

^ '"'■-"'ll'Ju-Joneol.e ..m.far,y 

1 ,1 , ^ wrongly many people have cot if- 

iclo their head, that llior, aro „„„ eartl qnaLe. to folw 
nnd oreworkiag thom.rlro, into that .tale on . ’ 

agitation which i, the nio.l prominent fratnro 
11 another .hock dor, con.e tho .none, of terror LT”‘° 
fusion which will bo onoclod will .nrlia,, an ' 
jot boon men. Wo bar. not taken the tro , 
whelln,. the ogrcgion, Zadli.l Iia. predicted tti. 
or cot , h It wo cannot admire the .tronoll, r “"""“uce 
eagerly .earch.og f„r 1.^ 1.”°“* ‘ho, e 




eagerly .earchiog f„r h„ 


>Q in order 
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tliat tlioy tofay oitUcr gratify &a idlo curiosity, or fostof 
a raguo and superstitious drcad The disturhanco has 
by tho way o5wed a good tost of a more teliahlO 
seismographic authority than Mr Zadkicl or any of hi3 
hmd Tho cartliquaLe was recorded on Saturday oromug on 
the other Side of the globe by tho exquisitely sonsitivo xuachind 
^Thlch has been contrived French ingenuity, and which 
has, it 13 stated, recorded seismic upheavals in tbo Islo of 
Wight simultaneously with their actual occurrence in Japan 
Tho fact that the Jubilee earthquake was cognisant to tho 
8 ivaats of Grenoble before tho aoivs eoald bo flashed to Eu- 
rope by telegram is of far greater interest and importance 
than tho extravagances of Zadkiol It would actually soom^ 
however, as though some people were willing to forget the 
whole of tho prophct’fl absurd calendar on tho supposition 
that m this solitary inetanco he has blundered upon a 
" straight” tip 


A chapteu op horrors 

(The LftgUshmanf Thurjdaj, June 37, )8?7 ) 

One of tho rosuItB of the earthquake has been an extent 
sivo interruption of telegraphic communicalion in various 
parts of tho country For Bcvonl doys Assam has been al^ 
most entirely cut tfi from the outer world, and it has only 
been possible to ascertain how far the province has suffered in 
a very partial manner Tho mere fact that no news was 
forthcoming from many of the most important centres had 
given rise to serious apprehension, and now that news u at 
last to band, it is evident that the actual oxporienco of the 
province far exceeds the worst anticipations A telegram 
from ShUloQg reports the aostmotioa of all the masonry 
buildings and the lamentable death of Mr McCabe, 0 S ^ 
Inspector General of Police Mr McCabe was one of the 
most disitiigaisiiod oncers of Government in this part of 
India, and his unnvalkd knowledge of the pninttivo people 
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on Iho Kortli East frontier hnd gained for Iiini a higli 
reputation in geograpbical circles in Europe The Chief 
Commissioner, we are informed, deeply deplores his loss 
and the country at largo will mourn the man who has 
braved a thoniand penis among savage tribes end Las now 
fallen a victim to tbe earthquake Ifo other deaths of 
Europeans are reported from Shillong, bnt Mr Cotton, the 
Chief Commiisioner, with Mrs Cotton, are reported to have 
had a narrow escape Many doailis are said to have taken 
place in the Secretariat Press, tho military lines, and tiio 
bazar, and ladies and children here, as in so many places, 
have sufiered greatly amid tbe horrors of Saturday’s dif aster. 

One of the added miseries of the crms everywhere has 
been tbe cruel suspense of those who had relatives and 
friends in distant places, and who were nnable to ostertaia 
their fate At the headquarters of the Assam Qoveranent, 
also, postal and telegraphic commnuicauon was interrnptad 

and terrible must have been the anxiety of tbe many families. 

> f SWloBg M l„ tts of 

tte pla„, Happuy. a, far a, car .ofoma. 
.onyetealraa. tte tala of oasoalLa, „ «olL lodra 
as oao ta.a. the ..cord of tl,o a..a,ter, .t an 

iacroa,n.E „alier of .„p„.o .f ..i „of 
cotnpan.ea ly a aa.l ,acr,6co of hn„an l.to So far Iho J. , 

senons catastrophe is reported from ro-.ln •‘■he mot 

.a>c drrlrojrd ilo W. and Zl ITZT’ 

At Tarpnr, Munsaldya, Gaati r T,f t 

other placojlLadeslrnctioo of prjperlj'i.a",''b “"4 

aad atractof tl.o,.oo„lro. h.„d,ZZZo7Z 

sI,al.rnlop.cr=, or Ie>c)I.d wlh ih, g„o„/ . , “ 

tome nalirc! ham boon foiled, and at Gaulal. tl , % 

Bpent the night on iho mad iteamer Tho nh 1 

•horl, las been derastated, and tho lose of ■“ 

calallo TTe can only bo th„nltf„| 

ramotimetolamenttholoisof aIari7Br,T.,a., a at the 

latian T. at „.de,pread «.fr».n' ^t E:?' 
catastrophe “ ■-•Ahrt/orr'’: 
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coraparativoly sliglit in relation to the Lavoo that has 
been iNTOught over ench an area The reason of this wonld 
appear to be two-fold The preliminary tremors gavo the 
people •warning, and tho disaster happening in daylight 
mads escape more easy. To those who lemember tho 
carthqnako of it mast be evident that had tho 

present calamity occurred at night the death list would 
have been of very different dimensions. On the former 
occasion, tho people at Howrah and elsevvliOTQ were com- 
plelely panic strickdo, and seamed to looso tho last net of 
self-preservation They gathered in large crowds in the streets 
after the danger was over, and nothing could induce them to 
return to their houses for tho night On tho whole, tho con- 
duct of tho people on tho present oceasiou offers a sinking 
contrast to tlio oicporicnco of 18SS, and to that of tho Euro- 
ptan countries which have been visited by oarthqnako in re- 
cent years Nothing was witnessed m any party of tho country, 
like the abAoluto demoralisation that seizes upon the towns 
and villages m Ital^ or Qrooco during such a visitation 

Itistoooaily to deal with Iho scieatiQo aspects of tho 
disaster, but many interesting circumstances have already 
been noticed Nothing, perhaps, is more distmotivo of tho 
pto«cnt earthquake than tho extent to which tho earth 
has boon riven into Gssares At Purucah, where the wavo 
was felt with great force, cracks wore seen over a milo 
long, and citcndmg from north to south, Tho hanks 
of tho Teeala opened out in many places from an inch 
to a foot lu width About fifty feet away from tho nver 
an opening extends from lUo river landwards for 
over 150 yards. It is thrco inches wido, and out of it 
water and sand wore ejected somo thrco feet high At 
Qanhaliand Dhubn tho roads are fissured for miles, and 
at tho former placo tho railway has disappeared ” Half a 
mile north of tho Purncab railway station tho ground 
opoccd out aboat six inches wide, rnnriog east and west for 
about a quarter of a mile m length, acd water was ojocted 
into tho air from the crack. Prom so many places docs 
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the report of thoso Csanrcs como that Ihoro can Iw "o 
doubt that they aro o ealicnl fealnro of Ihc di«a«tor, an i 
19 equally certain, from tho concurronco of tostiroony tbatm 
xaany instances water issued from tho cracVs. It is bo coui 
fiionly supposed that earthquaVo “ fountains’ aro a popular 
delasion that the fad is mwo than merely eutious But tli''ro 
are many aspects of llie earlliqiiaVo to l )0 considered whoniv® 
have received material for a compreliensivo survey of fhe 
calamity For the present it mast ho regarded from the 
strictly human point of view, as a calamitous yisita’ion, 
dealing death and destruction and bringing in its train wide- 
spread misery and lamentation 

EARTHQUAKE C0UPARIS01?S IN BENGAL 

(^Tht Z^KgfisAntdB, Frirfa>, ^une 18, 1807 ) 

A tcfflicnce to our files of a dottn years ago will canso 
most people to •wonder what an AlJahahad paper rocant ih» 
other day hy aunouncing that if there was any torm of 
Nature's violeucc from which ouc might hase expected 
Calcntta to he safe it would be an earthqoaVe “ Fanou* 
cyclones,” added our contomporary, ” diiastrons storm waves, 
lanndationfl carrying off tens and fanndreds of thousands of 
human beings, tho oily Of tho Gangetio Delta knows too well, 
hut it has boon left for this present year of general gloom 
and misfortune to show that she is also liable to suffer from 
eaithqnake ” As a matter of fact, Calcutta has been fre- 
quently visited by earthquakes The most recent visitation 
of any great importance was m 1S85 Tho earliest disaster 
of the kind of which thcro is any record was in 1737 
And 80 far from earthquakes being oua of tho natural shocks 
from which Calcutta might he expected to be free the his- 
tory of past disturbances eocms to show that Lower Bengal 
IS peculiarly subject to smsxmc abocks. and thAl^i^yUrAuumfl 
has been visited over and mrer by earthquakes of varying 
seventy, while Northern and 'Western India have escaped 
Without a tremor. These remarks are an^gested by the fact 
that the earthquake of 1^5 was felt over almost eijactly the 
lawo area as that of Saturday last, while that of half a ccn- 
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tury ago, to which Sfr ByaacL iQ anotho- column refers, 
seems also to have been local »o its character The fidelity 
with which the eartbqnako oi 1897 has followed the track 
of its predecessor is certainly remarkable 

On the first day after the •hock of 1635, which took placo 
on Tuesday, July 13, telegrams wero receiv ed in the Englxsh- 
jn<in oflicc from Serajganj, Paroea, Dujilmg, Bari«al, Sih- 
guri, Dnrbhauga, Jalpaignri, Sjihet and Mymensingh Tho 
next day messages were received from Birbhnm, Sahibganj, 
Poruha, Slonghyt, Gindih, Katch Behat and Nawadih Tho 
fihock on that occasion, as has atroady been said, did not last 
nearly so long as Satumay'fl It was felt for about a minute. 
But it IS noticeable that then as now the correspondents who 
wrote to the papers on the subject agreed in fleccribing it as 
the severest visitation of its bind daring the present century 
The narrative of one cotcespoudent that morning— the dis- 
turbance took placo between a quarter and half past six in 
Calcutta— might be applied without any change whatever to 
the events of Saturday. He says ** On looking out of doors 
1 found that my neighbours bad collected in their compound, 
and were gazing with pale and fear stricken faces up at tho 
house, evidently expecting it to fall to pieces The children 
had been snatched out of bed, and they were all more 
or less, men, women and children, scantily dressed. 
The crows wore vociferating loudly and flying about in 
a state of alarm, evidently impressed with the unusual 
nature of the occurrence Other accounts given at that timo 
have a wonderfully familiar ring, treating as they do of mas- 
Bivo buildings swaying like ships m a storm, of undulations 
passing over the ground, of collapse of walls and furniture, 
and of umrorsal oxodas and alarm. Practically tho only 
points on which they differ are that the shocks only lasted 
about one-fifth of the time occupied by the latest distarhance, 
ond that no llres wore lost The experiences of the districts 
were very much what thoy were on Saturday, excepting m, 
^ seriousness of tcsuHi There was a very much less formidable 
earthquake at'^the end of Beewaber, 18S3, which was also practi- 
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cally conterminons ■mlh the boundaries of Lower Lengal, and 
•which declared itself most emphatically at nearly everyone 
of the stations we have mentioned above as affected in 1SS5 
It 13 absurd to suggest that the sei«mic etpencDce of Calcutta 
dates from last week On the contrary, the fact that there 
have been three shocks over the same area within the last 
dozen years IS highly signiffcant aud calls for enquiry into 
the causes which have rendered the lower portion of the 
Gangetio basin so liable to those attacks, while the rest of 
India remains untcatlied • 

Tho day after the 18So shock a correspondent learned in 
the=o matters wiote to us pomtiag out tnat » the pressuie of 
the atmosphere on the earth’s ernst is about 15Ibs to the 
square inch,” and that ” either an increase or decrease of 
this pressure 11111 affect materially the contenK gaseous and 

liquid, of the cavities m tU- earlli’a ernst ” Our correspond- 
cut went on to show that violent erpWnsin mmes were 
Eenerally pjecedej L, a anddea fall m 11, a baronialer, and 
waprotablj daolo tte oalrasU oI cloU damp apon tl,o 
almcpbano pr.„.r« bamj Inseaed If," h» coahnaod. ■ a 
lo..ea,=soiatmo,ph.r,or,<,„„„ p^dacea lb. cilacla aoled 
la 11,0 caa. of m,a.,, ,l roqairoi no attolcb of imaoin.tionlo 
boboro tbal .,m,lar oleol, o„j b, ® “ 

.o.oft ,o oa,lb, oraat.- 

argaed lhai aao migbl natarallj cipcot to Bad from 

cord, of 11.0 naoleorologaoal oCoo Iba. tbo oarlbqaaVo „„ 
c.dodbpaf.U aa baomaolor oooo ,1„ ooa.a. of",™ 
d„loabaaoo A. a maltoo of faol, Loaaooor. tl.ooo a,a, „o dov.a 
t.oo from 11,0 aormal .a lb„ b.romelMa ooad.hoa, , 

attbatl.mooycrUoagal Oar oorroapoadent „„ ,0 

ooanpollod lo look far 1 u oealro of al.aUrbaooo oal r 
l.m,t.ot Iboaroaproa.dod over b, tb. Slolcorolo . 
porter to Uongal" k^oiogrot that up to tbo ° ° 

ooBlto baa uot booa diBoororcd. bal It ar.ll i,. •"’'"“t tbo 

‘the theory is nn ing an,OM one. aad baa'"ll iL"!”"’'"* 
io.ooliHo log.o aboat at W o aot.ood tbo otl.ar "t 

^^oartbriaalo. of tbo 12th appoaroal baro paa"a «b.“ 
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oE VKcse li3al distnrtiancea tvhich so ftP^nontly accotnpany of 
follow seismic slioclvs Wo may remark that tho slight 
earthquake of 1888 was BjBclironous with a tidal bora 
on tho Hnghli It is now abundatilly apparent that 
the shock of 1897 has not been lacking in this character- 
istic feature At Goalpara a tidal wave is said io havo 
destiojed the bazar and swept away sixty people Jorhnt 
Lake was agitated, and at Dibrngarh tidal waves wera 
driven across the current of the nuddoe In the meantime 
the full text of tjio Chief Coramnsioner 4 telegram throws 
a land light on the horrors of the catastrophe in and round 
Shillong Tho survivors can still feel the agitations of the 
earth’s snrface, as they seek precarious shelter near tho 
rmns of their bouses, and the pitiless vnon soon pours its 
opening deluge upon delicate women and children There 
has been enormous destractiou of food supplies, and there- 
fore there will be scarcity in the near future U" Cotton 
R«k8 for special assutaooo for SjHiet, ' which in my pro- 
eeut condition, I cannot supply” Tho blow must indeed 
have been a crushing one, to have forced the ruler of a 
Province to this adoiissioo 

THC '• EARTHQtJAKC OP 1737 AND CERTAIN 
OTHER IIAITDRS 

{The Englishman, Friday^Jnlj 2) 

A correspondent of tho Englishman of Jane 29 repro- 
duces (as he thinks) tho ennouB account of " the appalling 
cyclone auJ earthquake which almost desolated Calentla 
exactly 01 0 hundred md sixty years 9 .^ 0 '' which appeared 
in the G/tHleman’s Magazwe of 1738 To tl 13 account bo 
apj ends, by wuy of ilIa«tration, an extract from a publication 
of his own Thc»o two pissa^es tiken together form a 
remnrkahlo ciampU of tho growth of earthquake stonos, as 
well as of tho vitality of the prevalent mistakes respecting 
oirJy AVI nth century Calcutta h slory In tho first place, as'* 
to tho earthquake (if tbore was an earthquake) , then as to 
the church steeple winch is said to have been so tra^^ically 
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cngnltcd , tlion of tto clmrch il«U wbioH tta PreomaMM 0'= 
snpposed to hftve dedicated to St John. 

The narrative which appeared in your Columns wap 
parontly taVen from « AsiaticM,” who had before him. whflt 
he no doubt supposed to ha a correct extract from the GenlU 
tnan’r volume VIII page 321, and in it he read this 

cxtraordiuary statement which ho inserted in liia historical 
shefeh [published etrea 1803J lo good faith “ The high 
magniGcent steeple of the English Church sank into th^ 
ground without breaking *’ The aclual narration lu tho 
C?rn//rjnan’j Magazint contains no allusion to the church 
steeple • It u so carious, howovec, that it is well worth repro* 
dncing m full Tho dale of the cata'trophe is given usually fls 
midnight betwcon October 1 1 and 12 a reckoning probably 
B^nved At by translating the ‘ old ’ into tho "new" style 

" On Soptembec <10lh last happened a furious hurricane 
in tho Bay of Bengal attended with a very heavy xnm whioH 
sai«eil5 inches of water lo 6re boars, and a violeut earth* 
t[aaLo nhich (brew down abuadance of houses, and as the 
siorm reached CO leagues op ilio river, it u computed th&t 
20,000 ships, barks, sloops, boats, oanoos, etc , have been cast 
away A prodigious quantity of cattle of all sorts, a great 
many tigers and sovotal rhinoceroses wore drownotl, oven a 
great many caymans wero stifled by tho furious agitatioa of 
tlio waters and an faunmcrable quantity of birds was boat 
down ipio the river by tho ftorra Two I iiglish ships of 500 
tons were thrown into a village about 200 fathoms from tlic 
b dot tlio rivet Ganges, btok® to pieces, and all tho pbojilo 
drowned pill m"]! among tho inliabtlniifs mill catllo Barks of 
CO Ions were blown two leagues up tbo land over tho fops of 
high tioi-s Tho water rose m all W fcit )ijj,1jcr (liin usual 
The 1 n„liili ships which drovo Ashoro and broke to pieces 
w«te the Uccker, GeNow>\mo ain\ l^ewcvtlc, nad Ibo Polhara 
i* missing A Iri-nch ship was drove ou ihtro and bulged 
after ihu wind and naltrs olaUd the; opened the hutches 

lt„ hoU lo .1,..,. 11,0. 1,.lc, soja.oV loosed 
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) 1 
^vorVing, nor ty calling him could ttioy get any reply, on 
which they 8ont down another but heard nothing of him, 
which very much added to thoir fear, eo that for some timo 
no one would venture down At length one more hardy than 
the rest went down and became «ilent and inactive as the 
two former to the astonishment of all They then agreed by 
lights to looL down into the hold winch had % great quantity 
of water m it, and to thoir great aurprise they saw a hugo 
ahgator staring as expecting more prey It had come in 
through a hole id the ship s side and it was with diiScnlty 
they killed it, when they found the three men in the creature’s 
belly ” 

After giving what he supposed to a transcript of this 
original passage—wboever procured it for him, partly con- 
densed and partly extended it at hia own fancy— “Asiaticns” 
adds la a note to the samo of Mr Charles Wctsiou — 

“ Mr Charles Westoo, tho son of the Recorder of tho 
Mayor’s Court, was boro m Calcutta in 1731, m a house then 
opponto to whero the Tirotta Bazar now stands. Ho rocol* 
loots the gre^^t storm aud inundalion of 1737, as it compelled 
his family to quit Ihoic house The steeple of the church 
ho states to haro fallen prostrate, a more probable position 
to base fell in than that stated in the Gc?iUtman's Magdzvit " 
The Magazine, however, as wo have seen, made no such 
slatoiucnt as ho supposed , still it is qudo plain that tho 
/ stoi-plo was blown doivn and'did not go to piccos in the fall, 
, Wo may conjecture that it was a timber structure sheathed 
in copper or load The doinge of mnd and wreckage washed 
over the sotdomont by tho 40 feet lido may hav^ partly con- 
cealed tho prostrate Spiro, ond so havo given origin to tho 
tradition that it sank into tho ground This legend may in 
turn have given rise to that of an earthquake having ac- 
companied tho cyclouo, Tbo oldest accounts say nothing of 
an earthquake 

Tho earliest account of this famous catastrophe is found 
in tho “ Consultations of the Fort William Council,” and 
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ttero tt8 only road^ follows — “On the 3Cl^* September 
there waS a great storm wliieh drove several 
The Muhanna flagstaff at Balasore was blown do^° 

Una 13 all no ro-ntios ol the 200 minea powscs in Cal 
cntiai nor of the 20,000 river craft said to have been lost, 
of the 300,000 native aonls, the records of who*'® fate is aa 
other of the pieces of infonnation which “Asiatitf^^® imagine 
to have heon preserved in the Genileman's ^ ® 

story of the cyclone of 1737 affords, in fact, a c^r'oas 
pie of rapid enrichment, by its narrators, of a legen 

"We are piovohcd to discredit even the 40 feet ti^®> net®*®®*'! 
as it IS to save some original troth in the sterj 
gnlfment of the lieeplo 

Tho spire iras certainly blown off, and tho tpwer on which 
lii s'tDoh'nah, mos'tlikely, lo'celtTKon hown to td 

chutch roof 

Now as to the church itself The acconn^ given m the 
letter recently pahluhed says, among other 
dtspato, that (1) it was hnilt in 173C, (2) tb® Freemasons 
chiefly conieihated towards its erection, and vt was at their 
suggestion designated St John's Church , (3) ®t* chap- 
lain “ was probably tho Revd Samocl Brerolohi who may be 
montioncd as tho earliest chaplain in Calcntta as hts i)*»mo 
Occurs in the records os far back as 1700 ’ , when death 
vacated the chaplaincy, a civilian tecoived n year 

for xicrforming divine scrvico on Bnnilays ^7xth regard 
to No 1 Tho clmrch waa Cnisbod prohablj 1703 and 
was conseented on Sanday, Jano 5, 1709 A* for No J 
There appears to bo no cvidonco cspr^ially iioonocling tho 
Freemasons with its erection and it wav d®di®®t®d to Sfc« 
Anno, not to St John, a loyal compliment being doubt- 
Icii thus intended to the tcigoing soverei'^Q In l<uO a 
chnpol wav built within tho old fort, and was dedicated 
to 61 John [probably Iho Baptist], and seeing that the Pro- 
viucial Grand Iiodge oI Freemasons o! Bengal had boon re- 
vived Ibo prenoas year and that three or foaf of Us chief 
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otficeps wero contieclo^ with lha boildiug projaol, U w qoit» 
likely that the fraternity did enbscribs liberally and proride 
the inaaRnral cereniomea o! tbo Ohapol Regarding No 3 ‘ 
Chaplam Benjamin Adams -was tho chief promoter of the 
bntlduig of the Srsb Bresideaoy Church at Calcutta, and lus 
Bucccssot, Chaplain liVilliaTn Anderson, officiated at the 
dtdicatiou There never -was a Ohaplaiu Bterelon in 
Calcutta Tho name la probably in error for Samuel 
Brierolitte, v?ho arrived in 1713 and died in 1717 No 4 ap- 
proaches closest to accnracy of these several state men ts It 
IS based no doubt on what Captain Hamilton says abont 
young merchants in the vacancies of the chaplaincy receiv- 
ing £50 a year (a chaplain’s statntory salary) for reading 
prayers and sermons on Sundays, but this allowance has not 
boon traced as having boon actually paid to anyone It fa 
qnito possible that Captain BaniiHon s statomest (jn jtsa}! 
Quite a likely ouo, howe7or)aTOso out of ibis solitary fact tha? 
ishen Chaplain Anderson died in 1711 Hr James WilliamsoQ, 
a member of Council and Jemadar of settlement, read prayg^ra 
and a sermon in St Auue’s every Sunday for some months at 
least. He did not pot on a surplice, but for decorum’s sake 
•—the prOTatling dress of the Queen Anne period being some- 
what gay — ho provided bimsolf -with a suit of black clothes, 
for the sole purpose of the church duty On account of this 
espeiiditaro the Council voted him a gratuity of Rs 100 — • 
H B H 


THE EARTHQUAKE OF 1763 

(T'Af I^nglishmany Thursday, ) 

A FCiontiSo report on the late earthquake is in prooess of 
proparalion by the Indian Geological Department, and na 
doubt will comprise comparative obserTalions on other re- 
corded earthquakes affecting about the same regions And 
ue Toutnru to UiiuL thutsofaras Calcutta ts coucerned tho ^ 
shocks of 18D7 Will be found to iiavo been by far tho <er 9 f()a& 
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fctei tecoT^ed Setting aside tho alleged oatllxtittale of nth» 
12th October, 1737 (new style), it w, pcrhapi, correct to state 
that the earliest of such carthqaatej, of which wo have any 
thing like a Bcientifio oarratiTO, is oao which ocenrrod on 
2nd of April, 1702^ and which Tiolontly conmlsed what 
then called the kingdoms of Bengal, Aracan and Pegu, and h? 
which 60 square miles of sea coast are said to have been p®f* 
manently submerged At that time Calcutta bad tbo good 
fortune to possess as its yomor cbaplam a Fellow of tbo 
Boyal Society, tbe Bov 'William Hirst, II Af. He had but jost 
arrived in the aetflement, and apparently gone to officiate at 
Chandernagoro and at Gbirotty, three miles sonth of that 
station, where Colonel EyreCoote’s forces were in cantonment 
lu Gbandetnagore the shock was foil, though Mr Hirst m 
his communication to the Royal Society on the subject 
that be was himself insensible of it Be went immediately 
to Ghiiotty and there learned (bat the waters of tlio 
river and the tanks of that place bad been so violently agitated 
that in many places they “ rose to more than six feet perpond. 
iculac height, of which' —he adds, “ I had ocnlar conviction 
myself ” Almost aimultaneonsly the shock was felt in Oal* 
cutta, where it was ascertained that •' the agitation of the 
waators in the tanks rose upwards of six foct, and was in the 
direction north and south ” He adds that “the height of 
the thermometer on Fahrenlict/s scale was then at Calcutta at 
65®30 —much higher than it had been observed to be dnnng 
the whole month, the lowest descent of the mercury being 89 
degrees la this month was much thunder and lightning and 
there wore fresh gales of wind at S E , the weather in general 
being close and sultry " Hirst learnt that the most nolen 
action of the earthquake was expertenced “ at the metropolis 
of ATaean.” where as was reported by an English merchant 
resident there, " the eltects have been as fatal as at Lisbon *' 
At Pacca, in Bengal, the consequences were also terrible 
‘■Thonsoot llie wnlctsmlho riyar was bo very soaden and 
■..okni lhat lotoo Unndrtd, oE connlry hoji, 

« ot lojt, nnd etoal nnmberj o! l„s, i„t 
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*At ClnlKgonc aNo thn ciTwt* «fro <loplorit>le, 
Jfr Vcrolst, Cliurf of tho T, 1. Coraj anjN afaipc flt flat 
liroo at IsJamabad, apDcaw to Iiare obfnjticd a *i»ceml 
r-'port tbcnce, a< l)io Coopaty bad wncJi propfrt/ In 
Ibo district Tbo report na> wtiltcn tn I’miMi, and of tlm 
Mr Jlirst rent a traniKtion bomo logcllicr with an imltpend* 
cnl narrative bv ono ot the I ogli*!t oEcinls One j ractiral 
tesuU of tbo lovestigatioDV na« tliat tlic nrsc<^ment of ttio 
Conira*'y*» Cliillajrong district bad to l>o tc» 

dneed At Cbitjogoiigi accordttig to tlie narratiro of Mr. 
Edward GttUton, the jonng ottcial licforo nentioned, t!io 
C3rlbf\uafee was foJt prcci’vlj at Cvo o'clock in tlio afternoon 
and Ivsicd abont foor nuante*. No le<* tban eleven *Iioek)i 
wcfo rccofflctl tliftt nigbt aad the next mon ing. The tecoad 
Tra .1 a‘ A*J2, and la'ltJ ouo niionto Tbo rc*l were a! C, 
7 0, 10*0 , and on April Ird at 1, 2, '1, 0, lO ard 10 "0 
A ?i After tlic«o atiotbor was «T]vrn.neid Vtwron six 
and roen that evening, while “llarritl's Hill’ wa» Ihonglit 
by ovoryono to be •* in perpetual tnoUon ” Mr GnUlon 
doscriboj the oxcitcincut wbicb provalliHl in tbo rcllKment 
daring tbo ensuing week In llic primary convnUion llio 
CliiltAiOug factory, a brick Imilding, was no dnmagctl ai 
to bo not safely bnbitablo , ‘ Ibcreabontj md in mitiy otbee 
plates till* fartli ojmiU.andiboTTOttrsgn.bitJoutjrodigi- 
oualy , and 111 tbo i,bai*e toad, especially towards tbo Jiorih 
qnarler, tliorc aro great cba«ms two ftet wilo and upwards " 
At tbo timo of tbo first sbal ing al«o groat oxplosioni were 
beard liko tbo noi«o of cannons to tbo nnmb r of fiflron “ j*U 
tbo tanks ovorflowod tboif banks, fish worn cast up, and tbo 
riser rushed upon the shore liko Uio eutf ijC tho sea ' "I 
osoiild not,” coiicln(l«< Mr Gilston, tli it such a shock as 
tbo first should liftj pin nt Calcuttn for all 1 am ssoitb, s'fico of 
neces'jty the temssid bonsos must fall lo rum ’ 

Tho native account says that tho cartbquako bi'gan nt 
Chittagong svith a ginllo motion whirh ‘ mertusod to ro 
Moknl a diorcH, fur about two minnlts, that Iho trees, luli^ 
and housts shook so scs wcly that it svaj with difhtuUy tu my 
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distinct sliocka with “ np and down” motion arc tecordod. 
From that dato until KoTcmber II, 1812, the nhole Pelta 
seems to haveheeu m perfect qaioacence In a long and learned 
inomoir on Indian earthquaUs by Lieutenant E, Baird Smith, 
read by him before the Bengal Asiatic Society in the follow- 
jug year, it is stated that the great shock of 18-ii ocenrred at 
9 38 P 51 andseoms to hare been felt almost simnltaueonsly 
at Darjiling on the iioith, at Chittagong (wh^ra seretal 
shocks had occarrad la proptoas mouths of the year) on the 
Cast, and at Monghyr on the west, where it Was serere 

iloughyt u aappoiod to have especially frequent vuita- 
tioas of this sort, the hot spring of Siiacnnd being, perhaps, 
ludie itivo of this suscftpUbility. The shock was also expon- 
onced with some violeace on board the ship Agmeonr^ when 
about fifty miles S C of the floating light. This shjp, ac- 
cording to the newspapers of the time, was then just com- 
plobiiig a voyage of 60 days out from England— a truly 
' recaarkablo achieiemeut By comparing times aud 
dirccUons, Lioateoant Baird Smith came to the coaclnsion 
that the thocki felt la this region originated within the 
Qaugctic Delta, and wore not commufiicatod from any other 
tract Farther, that the focus of tho soismio foren lay at 
some little distance northeast of Calcutta At Darjiliu'' 
the shock was felt apparently BimuHaneoasly wuh CalcutU , 
hero a small omoant of damage was done Tho plaster fell 
from the walls of “ Carolme Villa" and " Mount Pious 
ant" At Giuhati, in Assam, it Wils felt slightly, at 
Chittagong, sOTorely, at Darisal the beawug^ of tho 
gronnd nts accompanied by "a cambimg noise similar 
to that of heavy orduauco passing over the ground " 
At a place, not named, W mites east of Calcutta, a shock was 
felt on tho following mormug at 5 o’clock Hero the dogs 
began howling and tUcro was beard a loud rumbling " as of 
carriages going over a drawbridge” Houses rocked , doors 
V were flung ©swa , walls cracked and much plaster was thrown 
doan At Acra. about s« miles below Calcutta, the shock 
,wu very sovorc , it was probably simaUancoos with that 
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at Calcutl-j A liouso tbcro tim rent in Inonty tliCiTert 
placci , tlio doors rattled riolonlly , raorlar came 
flyiDt; down OTcrywhere in liaodtnlJ, Tbeto wore fonr jliocki 
obicrrcd, throe first in qoick anccMsion, ntid one obout n 
quarter of an hour later , “ omplj bottle* wore broken at ibo 
will, and tho piffs and fowli, dnefca, goojo, dogs, and horsw 
made a tao*t hideous noiso *' At Kowrah tho principal oicil- 
lation u rejiortcJ ns " riolont to Iho cxtrciao.” Tho FrunJ 
oZ/rf/id of Xo\omb<.r 17, 13t2, thus describes the tonsalion 
of tho conralaion*nt Scrampnr “A ve-y BOTcro ihock of 
earthquake was crp“ricncod joslerday orcaing It was nc- 
compamed by a none wlucb at first resembled iono * nii^lity 
rnshing Wind,’ nad then Iho Jood ratthnj of carnage# oi or n 
etony stroot The shock camo from tho eastward , tho clecki 
of whicl tho p«.ndalatn ribmtod from north to ronth, woro 
ifojjpod, while those which stood oast and west continncil 
So Tioleot a shock, has not licon cxponencotl m this 
^|»rt of tho country for tho last tsTcnty^firo years Tin ro 
^ai an nnplcasaat iltllaois m tho air, pronously to this 
occarrooco , but tho wind roso stroogl> from tbo eastward 
almost immediately after *’ 

In Calcutta tho Asiatic Society was ncoting at tho time of 
this carthqaako, and tho prosidont made this note in tho m • 
nates " Tho proceedings of Iho eotioly wero inlcrrnptcJ by 
two or tbreo slight vortical shakos or hca\ os of tho oatlli witli 
a uotso like tho rambling of a passing carriago, and otio strong 
horizontal shake from oast to ^ost or from N L to S W. 
Iho whole took plsco within obont a mmuto of lime” It 
may bo horu romarkod by way of contrast that in tho lato 
earthquake which appears so far os otisling ovidenco goes, to 
have ocion by far tbe most violoni that over Msited Calcutta 
tho Asiatic Seccty’s hoaso was not moroly shaken, but ladly 
rivon in every direction, several of tho pictures being proci- 
pilatod from tho walls During tho same mmuto of agitation 
tho morcury in a barometer on tho Sad door of St Xavior’ij 
Collogo in Ohowrmghi was olnorvcd to ruo and full re- 
poatedly to an extent of soyon or oight loaths of an 



( 2G ) 

incb Tbe T7aler la a neighboonag tank of abouf ^00 
7ard3 70 m area roso tu considerable -wares, wbile the 
river at the Botanic Gardena, where it is narrowest, below 
Oilcatta, was visibly agitated Front a ship lying in the port 
a most eztraordiUary phenomenon was reported A strange 
laiuinons appearance was observed extending from Chandpal 
Ghat north westisard for some distance Tlio moon at the 
lime was don«oly obscured This mysterious brightness is 
said to have closed in around tho ship and immediately on 
this embrace " a general and severe tremor vas felt thron'^h* 
out, as i! a taut cliam cablo was gnnding under the keel, or 
a suddou squall had struck the ship” None of the earth- 
quakes within the Ga-getic Delta recorded np to 1842 were 
occordmg to Lientonaut Baird Smith, accompanied by fissures 
opening In tho cirth— save that of 1737 (if it aver ocenrred), 
in winch, as a late t-adilion would have it, the steeple of tho 
Gahutta church was swallowed np intact 

DESTRUCTION OF HOUSE PROPERTY 
IN CALCUTTA 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS DAMAGED 


SERIOUS LOSS OP LIFE! 

One of tho most alarming and destrnctive earthquakes of 
modern times swept over Northern India, from Manipur to 
Bombay, on Saturday eveumg about five o’clock Calcutta 
felt tho fall force of tho shock, and has suffered incalculabU, 
Tho weather at tho time was close and sultry, and slic^ht 
monfoonish showors hod fnllon during the day, bat there ° 
nothing to warn tho city of the coming visitation As is usual 
the first indications of tho phcnomeooa wore slight and 
for tho most part mistaken for some local distnrbanco drcT 

o..Unwj c,a,o.. Door, orMlod, Imbor, groaned, and tI,ero 
ya,a ,I,ghl ribralion of Ooor nod „all, 
arcribod to tbo passing of beany cart, rti tbe street Bat ^ 
few .econd., ll,c,e symptoms were accentnaled beyond nil n! “ 
..bibl, of doubt and tbo, 0 „b„ b,d had any prey, on, oa.' 
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penencQ of tlio kiod ncra not slow to tccogniso tlio natoro of 
the visitation Tho earth wave, which passed from east to 
west, grew rapidly more decided, until tho whole town was 
swaying and roching in a manner that threatened in a few 
zninatcs to rednee the City of Palaces to a city of rums It 
18 safe to say that few buildings m Calcutta have entirely 
escaped the force of the wave while the groat majority have 
suffered very considerably Proni a birds eye view of tuo 
town, it presented the appearance of having boon bombarded. 


GENERAL SURVET 

Most of the official buildings wore not much nffcclod, but 
at least one house on the Esplanade, Mooro A Co , was wreck- 
ed, another in Dharrumtollah, tho residence of Or Foldsleiti 
was in an oven worse condition, sovoral houses in Bentinck 
Street bad collapsed, all along Gbownnglu tho track of dos* 
truction was traceablo Tho spiio of the Cathedral was trnn 
catod, the spires of St James’s lu Circular Road and of tho 
Fico Church of Scotland in Wellesley Street were partly down, 
and out in Dallygaoj three tosidcoces in the Store Hoad woro 
in rums The Foreign Office shows an ugly fissure between 
tho largo TOrandah, facing south, and tho house, aud, over 
the way, the National Bank has boon shorn of a projecting 
qath room, the brick-work falling in towards thoDelhi Bank, 
Back from tho line of Ghownnghi, motters were ovou worse 
Camao Street and Rnssell Street had suffered sovorcly Tho 
boarding house. No 11, Sliddleton Row, was in so bad a state 
that tho inhabitants bad to move at once, and proceedod m a 
body, it 13 said, to the Grand Hotel Tho sight from any of tho 
all buildings facing Cbownnghi must have boen extraordm 
ary The Ochtcrlony Monument is described as swaying visib- 
ly, and great wonder is expressed that it did not topplo over 
The outlines of tho city wore seen to waver and undulate, and 
tho effect was heightened by the occasional crash of mortar 
and masonry After the olarm had passed, people wero able 
to recall with amusement the rush of half clad figures from 
tho tottering hoosos. Tho shook ocourrod just as people, la 
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tlio ordinary coarse, were preparing for Iheir eroning drive, 
and ifc caught them in vanons states of preparedness There 
was no time to do more than snatch np any odd garment that 
came handy, and it may he doubted whether snch an nncon 
ventional assemblage was ever seen on tho line of Ohowringhi 
One of the signs of tho rough usage to which the town had 
been subjected was the freqnenfc deposit of debrtt in the 
streets, where cornices balnstrades, or verandahs had given 
way Indeed, in some parts, a glance at the foot paths world 
have readily conGrmed the impression that the city had been 
shelled, and it is unpleasant to think what the result would 
have beeu had the shock continued a few minutes longer 
On the whole, the large new buildings stood the test well, 
and many of tho massive residences m the older parts of the 
town luSered little, but a prolongation of the wave might 
have led to most disastrous results 

One of the newest struciures in the town, the Standard 
Insurance OtBce, m Dalhonsie Square, n said by those oc« 
cupyiQg the high quarters at the top to have felt the shock 
severely The oscQlation at that height was violent, bat no 
harm was done to the building As sbowiag the limitation 
of tho wave it may be observed that at Tollyganj tho shock 
was hardly perceived Some of those who had gone ont ear- 
Iv to tho Tollyganj Bccreation Club actually knew nothing 
of the earthquake till they returned to Calcutta All through 
tho evening till darkness mad© eightsooing impossible, crowds 
peramhnlated the town, and a string of carnages made 
the round of the mam streets Cycluts were to be seen dart 
iDg ahont everywhere, while every now and then one came 

upon a party of police driving with serious purpose m some 

particular direction to which they had b«oa summoned. One 
of the oddest sights was to be seaaiu Dalhousie Square 
Tho heavily-loadod telephone posts all along the west side of 
tho square were broken off at the base, and were lcama<»^ 
over against the trees inside tho railmgj ^o doubt they 
had all snapped at the same moment with a sudden tighten- 
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ingo? tlio wires. Of conrse, as is osnal ia any disinrbaaco, 
neri.*il or sobterranean, tbo crows had a voice Id tbo matter 
The din they set np was to many tho first intimation of 
trouble. To those in the open, however, the first alarming 
indication ci the serious nature of tho eartliquako was the 
loud rumbling noise by which it seemed to bo introdneed, 
and which died away in about thirty seconds, net to be lo* 
poated. 

STATE 05 GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS. 

Govornmoni House has boon slightly damaged. Somo 
of the walls have been cracked, and tho plaster has given way 
in places. Bat iho gateways, which might have boon expect' 
ed to show signs of tbo shock, are inlaot, and tho ontside of 
the building is unaffected. Belvedere has weathered tho 
storm practically without damage. There ate some slight 
cracks in the walls bat nothing to speak of. Tet tho shook 
was badly felt in the noigbourbood. 

Perhaps tho public building wbicb has suffered most is 
the Town Hall, of which Mr. James, the Oommissioner of 
Police, made a careful personal examination on Saturday 
night by laotorn-Iight. The enormously heavy balustrade 
that rnns round the roof of the building has come down 
bodily at tbe corner neat* tho side entrance, and immodjatoly 
over tho police thaua. For about thirty feet on the east 
side, and iho satno distance in front, tho balustrade is clean 
gone, while from tho iusido of the hall it is seen that a largo 
gap has bcou made at the top of tho wall. The repairs of tho 
building had just been completed, but it is to bo fear- 
ed that it will have to undergo another overhaulinar. Two 
of tho steps in iho grand statrcos e on the right of the en- 
trance have fallen tbrongb, and in many places tho building 
is badly traced. Tho floors and staircase are littered with 
fallen plaster, mil perhaps tho general aspect is to somo ex- 
tent duo to tho fact that the building is still in tho hands of 
Messrs. Barn and Co.'s woxkmon. « 
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Tbc Qonoral Post Office is not mttcli affected, altliongli 
the hall Qndor tho great dome was coverod -iMth fallen plaster 
that had come down from tho pillars imraodiatelj under tho 
dome Outside there was no aign of damage Tho Bengal 
Secretariat, tho Telegraph OtEco, Imperial Secretariat, 
and tho Govornmoat Press seam to have escaped un 
touched, but St Paul's Cathedral and St John’s Church 
have both suffered badly The lois of about Gftceu foot of 
tbo Cathedral spire is one of tho most conspienous offoots 
of the earthquake Tho iron portion at tho top of tlio 
spiro has fallen bodily on to tho roof of tho church and tho 
twisted iron rods at tho placo whero it has broken off slioi? 
the direction in svhioh the mass must haro fallou What 
damago has heon done to the roof is not yet known, and (ho 
other injuries aro comparatiroly slight St Jehu's has been 
smoosly cracked m soreral placos,ospocially ot tho junction 
of tho northern portico With tho main buildiog, and thoro is 
somo fear that tho stooplo has bulged about half way up. 
Clmmoo's tomb, in tbo churebyArd, presents n curious 
oppoaranco Tho hooTy cnpola is mtaot, but alt tho snpport* 
lag pillars aro stripped of their thick coiiog plaster, revealing 
tho strong brick work As at tho Cathedral, ihu clock of 
St John’s had stopped at 5 12 r ». 

An oyo witness give* a lomat onni account of tho ap 
praranco of the High Court during tho earthquake Ho 
writes — 1 was on tho Maidao in front at tbo timo and hal o 
good Side now ol the tower, winch swayed hoarily for a dis- 
tance, I should say, of not less than four foot 1 folly ox 
pccli, 1 to BOO it coma down by tho run, and tho crash of fnll- 
iisg masonry in Uio adjoining slroet seemed n Blliug prtludo 
to Iho ovorlhrow of tho lofty and imposing tower which is 
the most distioguishing Hadmark of Oakutla from tho n\ or 
ItuwCTcr, the ware passed, leaving iho tower inclinin'' 
serctal inches m tho opposite ditecUon to tho old bias 
fv-rcra! of the pinnvlei hare basu twisted tOund until they 
are quite oat of hiio with tho meal Img I.silonlly, tho 
ingiov'Ts who uud-rpiau I ihu (ovret a year or two ago, aio 
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to congrafalfttoci on thon work, for, on tho who1o, it lias 
como well throogU a toriflio lest The inner verandahs of tho 
main building and tho courtrooms have been damaged m 
places, bat not to any sottoas oxteat 

Tho Bank of Bengal safforod m no way, Mr Aitkin, o£ 
the firm of Messrs Mackintosh and Burns, was quickly on 
the spot and prononncod ovorythiug safo Scyno of tho as* 
sislants were in tho Bank at tho time, and they timed tho 
sliock ns lasting five minatos, Mr Cruickshack’a oDicnl resid- 
ence also oscapodf bnt Messrs, Sanderson and Co’s ofGco 
enfferod somewhat, a window snnshado coming down with a 
crash Tlio Royal Cvehango ovpononcod a heavy shock, two 
doors of tho Chamber of Commorco baildings wero broken, 
and a gentleman staled to our reporter that ho tuned tho 
Bhock os lasting five minuter 

St Andrews’ Church and the Old Ml«siou Church Iiavo 
been seriously damaged Some foitrloon foot of Iho stooplo 
of tho Scotch kirk appears to bo cracked and to bo hold on m 
Its place by a wire rope which is coiled round it A great 
crack appears on tho oast sido of tho building 
, Tho Imperial iluioum shows a great crack on tho north 
side of the miin gateway Tho crick ism tho ceutro of tho 
arch and extendi some way up tiro ontablntiiro Tho now 
additions to tlio 'Maseum nro not damaged lu iho art section 
some thomands of rupeoj’ worth of pottery and other articles 
liaro been smashed 

The Calcutta Police Office and tlio Coroner’s Court in 
IaII Banr Street haro boon haJly damaged A portion of 
the root'of tho Court gave wav, amf tfio resident efort, 5fr 
Godfrey, had to abandon tho promises 

Rai Bnddreo Dass Bahailur tolophoncd yo>torday oroning 
to tho kail Baxar Police Office that Hio pucca promises, No 
OO, UurtolKh Street, was likely to tollopso Mr Paget, the 
Deputy Coramusioaor, wont to the spot, and after an inspec- 
tion, directed tho necessary slops to bo taken. 
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SOtTTHEBN DIVISIOU 

Perhaps the Soathern Division of the town anfiored most 
S'^verely Tho scone in Dhnttamtollah Street when the 
shock commenced was one of intense flicitement The 
European and Earasian residents loft their houses and ran 
out into the streets panic striokon, and some went so far as 

to remove their farnitnta and belongings to places of 
fiafety, A newly erected portico to tho house occnpied by 
Di Feldstein anddenly came down with a tremendous crash, 
and Dr Poldstoio, who was m the honse* at the time, at 
once made for tho street with his dog He had hardly 
reached tho pathway outside when down camo the portico, 
causing a good deal of damage to the medicines stored in tho 
side rooms The whole of tbe front of the hoase looks as if 
it had been torn away The gablo over the clock tower of 
tho Church of the Saored He^rt oscillated considerably, but 
no apparent damage was done Tho horse statue which 
adorns the top of the grand entrance to Messrs Lanier and 
Co, oscillated, and had it dropped on to the roadway, tho 
consequences to passers by wonld bavo boon senous 

The baildiag alongside Messrs Luter and Company, 
chomists and druggists, have an added part at the rear hang * 
mg at an angle of sevctal degrees, threatening to collapse at 
nny moment The Upper floor cootiguous to the Belatteo 
Bungalow, \u the occupation of Messrs Mooro and Company 
18 a total wreck Happily it was not occupied at the time, bat 
the damages to furniture and other Gttmgs is said to bo great 
Tho Great Eait^rn Hotel snlfored m no way, but so great was 
t le fright occasioned by the shock to one lady visitor that 
she had to ha carried out lo a dead faint Tho dmmg room 
of tho Assistant Secretary, Mr H A Phillips, who resides m 
No 1 British ludiau Street, euddealy fell in Mrs PhilUpj 
and the oth Jr mombors of tho family had just had afternoon ’ 
tea and gone out, when tho bnilding foil 

. Round the corner in British Indian Street tho promises 
of Messrs Traill and Oo weto almost wrecked, the front 
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forlion o( Hio baiWlng s'"!' » portion ot llio roo! cnnlo JaiTil 
„ilh o twraendoos crash. A few minnlo. botoco tlio osiaWiilH 
ment ceased rrork, and tbo largo Ual ot omplojci had loft 
tor their respeoliro honloa. Ono o£ lliO Earopean omplojco 

svho resides on tho premises, ww at tho tiino in his prisato 

room and escaped irith dilEcnUj. Tho ndjoining building, 
tho office ot tha laJiail DMr AVrot, has also snttergd isovoro- 
Ir, the nails in several places have boon badly cracked. 

’’ Messrs. ThacV;or, Spink and Co.'s promises have boon 
considerably damaged, and tho upper storey has been render- 
ed nninhabilahla. The building ocenpiod by Messrs, 
Mosock and Co., joncllcrs, toeing Spenco’s Hotel, has also 
suffered badly. A portion ot the root has coraplotoly given 
way and those who wore in tho promise, at tho time had n 
narrow escape. Spence's notol ha, had a sovero shaking 
and the light ot residents in more or Ics light and fantastic 
garb was very prec!pil.ato. Tho bsilding shook a, though in 
convulsions and a goal deal ot plaster aad several seamy 
walls bear testimony to tho toreo ot the shock . 
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ilangerotts condition, n portion of llio bnilding lioving 
collapiod The Tlomivn Oilbolic Church in Porlngnofo 
Church Street oscapetl nmnjared Very iJight crack* onl/ 
hemg viublo A portion of tlio roof of house No 10, Porln- 
guoso Church Street, came down, while Iho pillar* and rraili 
inside wore renL Ifost of the liouics in Kirn Street woro 
dimagod, especially No 17, ft largo part of the roof baring 
fallen in No 71, Canning Street, H so hndlj dntasgctl, that 
it IS considered dangerous to passer* by No 1 Aiiira 
tollah Street, n rcry old bailding, was similaMy cracked. 

Throe men wore injured at No IIG, Canning Street, by 
the falling of bricks, one of whom nas sent to hospital The 
promises occupied by Mossr* D H Mobta nnd Co , in Can- 
ning Street, wero aWo damaged, tho parapet haring been en- 
tirely swept away Tho odlcc of Messrs ITciIgcri nnd Co 
in Cnnnlng Street, was nlso damaged by tho falling of n 
portion of tho cornice Tho Iiouso No 117, Chilpnr Road, 
known as Iho Qolo Rotoo, was rory bady cracked, as also 
was No 150, Chilpur Road In Coloolollah Street iho 
rorandah of No Cd collapsed Thoro were besides small 
damages to many houses in Iho vicinity of Colootollah 
Many houses m Tirctla Barar Street, Chilpur Road, 
MachuiBaiar Street, Ualliday Street, ITarnson Road, and 
Phoar’s Lane, wero moro or loss damaged, but no hros wero 
lost In Iiouso No 61, Lower Chilpur Road, a man was injured 
by the falling of a voraudab, and in house No 50, Upper 
Ghitpur Road, a woman was injurod by tho falling of a ver- 
andah Another woman rccoirod injuries in houso No 3G 
Munslu Suddurnddiu’s Lano, by the falling of a portion 
of the portico In Cornwallis Street and Beadon Street there 
were no very serious damages, or injuries to person and pro- 
perty 


IN FORT WILlTAir 

Kearl, all Hie barraoU occupied bj iho Earopcaa Iroopj 
ylic (aloacMlcrjliiro Regimciil) „oro more or less damaged 
1 . and tho duel qaarters, the Dalhoasto and the Soatb 
natcd badly The termor of these two latter baildmst m o(. 
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cupil3 ly nbont COO mon, nt>«l jtist as they Iiad toon served 
Vfith attornoon tea and were preparing to go out for tho 
ovemng tlio shock was felt From oil accounts tho structure, 
a Ibrpo iloried one, first quivered and then began to rock 
Tho men at once rushed down to tho ground floor and from 
thonco into the open After tlio shook had passed, the 
officers of tho Military Works Department with Conlucfor 
Ilay, proceeded to ciamtno the whole of the barracks, and 
after a thorough investigation pronounced it safe for tho 
time being On a r,o-oxamination, however, yesterday morn- 
ing (he Military Works officials deemed it advibahle to 
have tho mOn removed immediately and placed under canvas 
After the parade sorvico yesterday morning, the men were 
ordered to vacate tho bnilding and wore m two hours’ timo 
in tents on the regimental parade groand in tho Fort In tho 
barracks several of tho centre arches aro two to tbreo feet 
open, and there was a dropping firo of bricks and mortar all 
Saturday night Tho top floor suffered tho most every cormco 
and archway oibibtiing traces of the soTority of tho bbock 
This building fared tho worst on account of its height Iho 
barracks occupied by the tonmod men were similarly dnmag 
cd but not to such an cxtont Tho panto among the women is 
beyond description A general rnsh was made for tho stops to 
the landing and one woman (tho Drum Major’s wife) ran to 
tho west cud of tho building from tho third loft and climbed 
down by means of tho lightning conductor When picked tip, 
sho bad fainto 1 bat sbo soon recovered The water tower at 
tho south west of the Fort was scon to swny a good deal, and 
nasm obvious danger of collapse The quarters of tho 
General Gommandjog tho District and those occnpied by the 
stall as well aa the officers of tho Clouccstersbire Regiment 
I avo stood tho shock bravely, and aro not in any way damag- 
ed 

Tho Roman Cnlliolic Chapel has been slightly damaged, 
and tho Church of St Peter’s Las escaped, as also did tho 
Orli unco aid other buildings ^oouovas injured within 
the lort 
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LOWER OIROUI.AII ROAD 
Scarcely a bmlding la Lower Circular Road is nnaficct- 
cd Most o£ theoi aro very oW, and consoqucntly tho dcstrac- 
tioQwas coasiderablo Tho building utilized ns the pi.dJo- 
puAer Tbaua caTO« dowa, and Insooctor Patocsou and his 
family and other constablos on tho promises narrowly escaped 
with their liroa Fears wero ontortainod for the 
tall chimney of the inemorator— b? far tho tallest in Calcutta 
—but it stood the test admirably It swayed to and fro during 
the shock, but settled down in on erect, position, secnungly 
unscathed A number of kilos which wero perched on the 
summit were startled, being literally Ihrowo off Ono of the 
birds, it is said, fell dead on tho ground St Terosa's Church 
escaped with slight damage 


BOW BAZAR STREET 

Several large buildings tn Bow Bazar Street oecoptcd by 
cabinet makers bare b*en oxtensivcly damaged and rooderod 
unsafe At some pla cos portions of tbo roofs and porticos of 
these batldiQgs gave way, smashing a good deal of new farm* 
tare In the crockery and glassware shops, which aboaud m 
this street, a large part of the stock in trade was destroy- 
ed in a Similar manner Residential quarters in this street 
al»o suffered in no small degree The Scottish Zenana 
Mission School, almost at the end of the street, is quite 
uninjured ,Tiie Ohurch of our Lady of Dolours has suffered 
somewhat, and lost twenty feet of its steeples 


PEOPLE SLEEPING OUT OP DOORS 
It Will never be known how many were rendered home 
less by tho earthquake, but many buropeans and Eurasians 
including ladies and children, were to ho seen parading the 
central parts of the town in quest of a night’s shelter 
Every building that bad been lying vacant was quickly taken 
up and tho boarding bouses that had escaped wero hav- 
ing a harvest Of course, many persons found alidter 
with friends, and the most euj^uons accommodation 
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TTM utilised to tile utmost One hears of ten or twclro per- 
sons being packed away in a sjn(.lo room Many ladies and 
cliildren wore reduced to spending the night in the open air, 
seated on stools and on empty lyoodeu cases la front of their 
■damaged houses, lo as to keep a watch on their property 
On Sunday morning Calcutta presented a scene of unusual 
activity Kumbors of people were seen all about tovra either 
moving furmtoro or hunting for lodgings Most of the 
empty houses wore hopeless on account of the damage they 
bad sustained LauTllords, with an eye to business, stuck out 
for high rents and loog leases Jfany, hoivover, hare been 
very reasonable and toey are not likely to lose in the end. 
The scarcity of house accommodation is certainly causiog 
much anxiety to a largo section of the European and Enrasian 
■comiuunity 


EIDnEOTtltt AND HASTINGS 
Si Stephen's Cliarch nod several honsos m Altpur Bead 
and Alipnr Lane are reported lo bo badly damaged A house 
iuhabitod by natives jn Jorapnr suddenly collapsed, bat there 
was no loss of life At Egbalpnr all tbo houses, mclnding the 
police tliana, wore badly iifjnrcd At Watganj the thana, 
II 0 Marquis Ilotol, tho Post Office, the Burma Military 
Police Hospital, and four Government buildings, have 
suffered more or less severely, whilo many of the native 
tenants of small houses have been rendered homeless In- 
spector Parnor, who occupied quarters at the police thana, 
had lo vacate his house with his family on Saturday night 
The whole family were asleep at tho time of the shock and 
w ere aroused m lime to rush out and see the building crack- 
ing uu all Bides Adjmutog the thana u tho factory of tho 
W P Soap Company, and Mr Shorter, tho proprietor, 
who was occupying quarters on the factory promises, had to 
find shelter at tho Beliedore Hotel m consequence of the west 
wing of tho building coUap*iug Superintendent Forsyth, m 
charge of the Watganj thana, had al»o to seek shelter at this 
nowly-cstabUsUod hotel, owing lo the stale of the thana. The 
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Iiayiog tlia m«trutnent fhp eighteen inches from him and 
then to be lurched almost bodily upon it was an altogether 
novel one, and not particularly pleasant While this la only 

one instance of a partially demolished house by the earth- 
quake, it may be taken as being fairly typical of many others. 

REPOBTED LOSS OF LIFE. 

TTp to a late hoar, the loss of Ufa was reported to be 
eight,— five in Amherst Street, owe in Biirr^Bazar, and two m 
Watgan] All these are natives, and setting aside the 
Howrah report, no Europeans are among the killed Twelve 
natives have been injured, and it is to bo feared that m%ny 
casualties have yet to be reported There are rnmonrs of loss 
of life in Hairuon Boal, but these have not so far been 
verified 

ON THE RIVER 

No great disturbance seems to have occurred on the river* 
One gentleman, who had boon on board a big steamer at the 
lime, knew nothing of the ebock till he came ashore There 
vias nothing like a tidal wave, aUbongh it was tbonghtthat 
one might have formed at Saugor Two vessels broke from 
their moorings, but fortunately no damage was caused 

A correspondent writes to as contradiclmg a report that 
there was a great commotioa on the river. He was on a 
steamer neatiug Baba Gbit at the time of the earthquake, 
and no one on board knew of it, ncr was there any stir 
among tho native boats The river at the tune was as smooth 
and still as a lake 

ON THE EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 

Tho earthquake was severely felt at many of the stations 
on the Eastern Bengal Slate Railway. At Eanuia the shock 
was fell at 1C 21 hours (Railway time) Tiie earth cracked 
in several places, and sand and water issued lo large qaanti- 
ties Tlio damages to life and property are not yet known 
A ti'legram intimates the esUapse of a railway bridge at 
Pnchttri between Rajbun and Qoaluudo 
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Mach damajco has heon caused to tho Sealdah Railway 
Station Largo cracks hare appeared on the portico at the 
main entrance, Tvhile the top portion ot the masonry acting 
as a snpport to the corrugated iron rooGng has been much 
shaken There has been a groat displacement of the plaster/ 
and hero and there the brickwork has been loosened 

A telegram from Sera^anj reports considerable dcstruc^ 
tion o! property Several Baropoan and Native residents 
have been rendered homeless 

CONNEOTION WITH DARJILING 
We have received the following telegraphic information 
regarding tho state of traffic in Northern Bengal — > 

—Setiona d&Tnago hA3 been done to the station 
and other railway faaildings, Tho station bnilding is cracked 
all over 

Sara — The shook was very strong and lasted 4J minutes. 
All the railway pacca bnildtogs are greatly damaged, and aro 
uninhabitable A large bridge has gone between Atrie and 
Nattore, and another is damaged near Domar 

Consoc^aenily the down Darjthog mail which arrived at 
Silliguri at 6 58 f u , was detained there, and some of the- 
passeagers returned in the morniDg to Darjihng The Dar- 
jiling mail which left Oalcntta at 4 27 was detained at Sara, 
and the passengers are still there on tho ferry steamer All 
other trams are deiaiaed at Sara Tho mail trams left Seal- 
dab to time, bat tbe passengers were informed that they 
coaid not be booked beyond Sara until the line was opened 

THE EAST INDIAN RAILWAY 
The East Indian Railway anthoriha? hare heoa flooded 
witn telegrams which have brought to light quite a series of 
damages caused to stations on the line The Howrah Railway 
Station itself has to a certain extent escaped any very serious 
damage The departure platform, from appearances, has bean 
nnaffeclod, but the arrival platform, which is supported by 
huge pillars ou ono side, has saffored The damage, however 
IS slight aud can he easily xemediol 
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Iiod alio been thrown down in tlio enme direction The lime 
tins nnoiampled earthquake! Uited 11 Totionily eitimatea 
from 4 to 6 or oroc 7 minntoi It may ho inleroiling to know 
that a Blight, but diilinot ahock WM felt yesterday mghl at 
about 9 30 and anotbar one at aboat 8 30 a m Ibis woTuing 
The baromotrio cnrTO of yesterday is almost a straight line, 
showing an almost statiouary steto o£ the aimoapLero — 

Years sincerely-^E Lato’st, S 3 

IROM UANIPOR TO MADRAS 


REASSURING REPORT PROM THE HUGHLI ) 


{The Gishsh/nan Tuetdaj, June 15, 1897 
Reports from all parts of NoHbern India codIidoo to bo 
received, giving accoants of the damage done by the earth 
It was felt witb great focca as lar to the nortU oa&t 
as Manipur and slightly at far sontb as the Mndiat Presiden 
cy Tho report from Ooconada on tho Cast Coast Railway, 
IS to the oScct tliat the shock was slight at that placo and it 
docs not seam to havo been felt much futthor south Dugil 
jng seems to bevo suffurod as soriouslT as Calcutta but in tho 
lull station tho dangor from falling houses nas, of course, 
on a greatly smaller scalo The breaks on the Kasterii 
Bengal Railway have led to a temporary suspension of 
through bookiog, and for tho prosont passengers are nnahla 
to go beyond Sara Tlio only othor interruption is on the 
Assam Beiii,al lino The telegraph wires between Calcatta and 
Bombay have anfforod and cq doubt many posts aio down 
Ouc of tho great causes of apprehension may now ho deBmtoly 

set aside Nothing lo tho least \iko a tidal waTe followed upon 

tho shock, and wo bare boon spared the terrible loss of 
lito which u cansoa by sneh n Babreqtujnt T„,htioii on Iho 
low lying dulticls nloog tho coMt Accotling lo lire 
roil nullrenlios, Ihoto wM nol won tbo lomblnnoo of n 
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boro on Ibo tivor on Salniday erocing Tbs ti3o in Calcniia 
nt tho time of tbe eartbqnake Tibrnted one foot and ten 
iDcbes, and absolutely no damage ^as done Some of tho 
masters of vessels in the river report having heard a rnmbling 
noise, as if steam bad been blown off, bnt they only after- 
wards di covered wbat it was Tho water in tho tidal canal 
rose and fell only throe feet A telegram from Sangor 
received in Calcutta yesterday states that the shock was felt 
there about 5 5 f 21 and was extremely severe It passed 
from east by north ond west by sontti Tho steamer Baraset’ 
of the Harrison Line, went aground below Raipur, but 
floated aud got off on Sunday Whether tho occntronco 
was duo in any way fro the oacthquako does not appear Ho 
damage, to speak of, was done to tho Haghlt Bridge. A few 
chips and splinters were knocked off and the bridge on Sun- 
day was closed on one sido for the repair of these trifling 
injuries* 

A tolegraphio mos<ago has been despatched by tho Com* 
missioDor of Police to the Vicoroy, at Simla, lotimating that 
oxteosive damage has been caused to hoose property m 
Calcutta 


AN OFriOIAL RECORD 

An official report goes to show that no fewer than 125 
buildings in the soatheru division of the town have been 
more or less damaged InChowriiigbi twenty throe build- 
ings bare been damaged, locludiog tbe Museum, eight in 
Park Street tho same number lu Theatre Road and 
Elyainm Row , and tea m Boyd Street, oxclusiro of 
the thana., which la al/ui onnaidnrahlj dAnia.^L vt 

four houses have been damaged in each of tho other stroota 
which branch off from Park Street Tho buildings occuped 
by the Doveton and Armenian Colleges in Free School Street 
are also included among those damaged The Commissariat 
Bakery at No 6, St George b Gate and Pnnsep s GhSt have 
suffered considerably Nearly overy building m the soath- 
eru suburbs has been reported to bo daniaoCd, while in the 
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hortlicrn enlmrljs tliO clostrocliua of proporiy i* corapimllrefy 
Tocro aro twcuty bouBCu eorioii»1y iiauio"od ju Co3<ipur 
four m Cliitpur, throo m Ulladangali, and sixteen in BolUa 
gliatta, wliilo in Entally cigbl out of ocery ton bnildings hafe 
sofTcicd badly 

A very common form of damage ira* i)io separation of a 
porhoa of a hon^o by a ernefc wliich eitendod right tlirongh 
walls and floors and roof Tho saveied part in some cases, as 
notably m Dr Ttld tern’s honso, foil m rains to the groonil 
Bat inoro often it held its ovro, and tho cracks romsmed to 
el Oft that tho part was unsafe This happonod to tliO Deacon* 
I.SS Iloroo at tho corner of Dlmrrnmtollali and Wolliogton 
Stn-ct, sYherc tho torr&co ond porch bujimo dotntched from 
tho rest of tho baitdiugs Tho Rot Sir Honderson liappoanii 
lo bo on the lecrace, aad when tho Cssaro nppearod, ho watch* 
vd it widen to SIX luchos and close again soroml times a* tho 
honso rovkod to tho cartbquaho till ho heard nod saw tt>o 
eraeV, of Dr Foldiloio's house, and takiog wormrg fled to a 
safer Tit&:o 
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bo sCsl m tflolion for «omo time, and tlio weigbls haro fatlea 
to the groncd 

Tho Bislinp’s Palaeo n in a worse condition than was at 
Br«l suppo ed Tlio ponderous pdlara show signs of tho 
fcvonty of tho shocX, and tho building will haro to go 
through a process of thorough OTorhanling 

The Cathedral clock will ho greatly aii«cd, as it will ho 
somo timo boforo it can bo repaired Servants and tho poor 
in tho locality arc loud in their cries at not being able to tell 
tho time by day or flight Periodical riots among tho punkah 
coolies are now an incident of tho locality These are disputes 
among tbo men over tbo duration of tboir spelU of labour 
The Lall Bazar Police Offico has been declared unsafe for 
occupation Hr Paget tho Deputy Commissioner, who was 
residing there, has removed 

Orders have been sent to the Eiecntivo Engineer, Public 
Works Department, to inspect all pnblio buildings and Go\« 
eruroeat oiHces, while tho owners of tho bnildmgs used as 
thanas in tho town and suburbs have also been directed to 
inspect and report upon their coodition Tho Coroner’s Court 
has been declared la n dangerous condition, and all inquests 
for the present will be held in tho Calcutta Police Court 

The pile of buildiogs on tho Esplanade m tho occupation 
of the hlilitary Department of tho Qovommont of India 
has been ro badly damaged thnt it is pronounced to bo 
nn«afe, and will have to undergo a thorough overhauling 
The largo structure, on close inspection, will bo seen to bo 
cracked irom top to bottom tho west wing in particular 
being a complete wreck Tho oslablishmenb removed to tho 
llilitary Accounts Department at Koila. Ghat ■jes.tftvde.j 

The Hint, in the Strand Bead, 2«orth, has escaped injury. 
At tho present moment the Muster of the Hint is one of the 
^inssengers from Darjiling who have been stopped at Silliguri 

THE HIGH COURT CLOSED FOR TWO DATS 
Yesterday moj-mng tbo Advocate-General appeared bo 
fete tbo Chief Justice aud Mr Justice Banerjeo, and said that 
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lljo Original ConrU conlJ not ttf, a« nono of U>e wUdc«c* 
liad como to Court, and Ins lordilnp Inow that wUhoot 
the vritnesjcs the business of Iho Original Courts could not 
bo conducted With regard to the Appellate Courts he 
might say that, although they did not require Tritnes*e5 or 
clients to he present in Court, the major portion of the 
mukhtoars ivero ahsent The High Court building was m 
a really dangerous condition The northern and sonlhcm 
verandahs uero likely to come down at any momen* It wa«, 
therefore, the desire of the profession that the Courts slionld 
tetaain closed far a couple of days One particular rcavon 
was that ererjonc was aoxions to go back to JiiS own 
houio to look to its rcqntrcmcnts For Jus own part he 
was really anzioos to go back, as his hoa«e was very 
aariottslj damaged The Clue! Jnsli ce— Te«, Wr Advocate* 
Geuernl 1 m rote a letter this morning to the Fnblic Horhs 
Department requesting them to ossmine the bnilding, and to 
see to its requirements, bat I hare not received any refly a^ 
yet However, I do not hie to do anything myself I si all 
send a note roand to all the Judges for their opinion And 
the consent of all the Judges baring been obtained, the Chief 
Jostice said If it be the geuctal deoire of the prof essiou 
that, owing to the disastrous effects of this calamity, the 
Courts should he adjourned for a conple of days, I cannol but 
feel that the reqaest is reasonable 1 am generally reluctant 
to close the Courts, hecaa<e, from the state of business of the 
Courts, the disposal of ca«es would be very much retarded 
thereby, hut under the special circumstances mentioned by 
yon, we will adjourn the Courts Uli IVednesday 

THE SOUTHEa^ DIVISION 
Contrary to a report that gamed cnrrency the General 
Market has not suffered in any material way One or two 
outer corner pillars to verardahs have caved m, but tl ere 
has been no inconvenience fell, or stoppage in business The 
Opera Bouse over the way is intact In the street east of 
the market, beyond Lindsay Street, there i» one bad collapse, 
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tho etiliro upper storey o£ one bnilding having coma down. 
I'oitmiatel;, the inmates had left at the Grst sbahing* All 
over tho town the danger is felt to be greatly enhanced by 
the soaking rain that has sinee fallen. All the erackod 
bundiogs are leaking like ao many sieves, and. if the rain 
coutinnes there is little donbl that some of the damaged 
property will coma down. Tho demand for bnildors at- 
present is greater than has perhaps ever been known in the 
annals of Calcutta. 

The bicycle sho^ rooms of Uessrs. IValtor Locke and 
Company were mnch damaged. A wall collapsed, burying 
with it about fifty now bicycles, exposed for sale, Bat the 
debris was soon removed, and the machinos were resened. 
The upper flat occupied by ilr. Bradshaw swayed very 
mnch, and it was thought that every moment it would 
collapse. But it stood the severe shock firmly as did tho 
inner poitlooa. The huge glass cases of the central ball were- 
nutouchod. 

The nppor porttou of the bungalow of the rrincipal 
of Bishop's College has beeu damaged greatly. Tho Bov. 
Mr. Kamou is away at Mussurie, but 2Ir. Chippendale, one of 
the Professors of the College, who occupies the lower flat, 
describes the buildiug as having rocked a good deal. The- 
Colloge bnildmgs are also cracked tn places. 

Although tho top floor of 2fo. 5, Government Place- 
(Messrs. Thacker, Spink's) has suffered, the buildiug has been 
pronounced perfectly sound and no interruptiou to business 
has taken place. Tho business promises have not suffered^ 
'Wo are also glad io say that, althongh Messrs. Traill and Oo.'s 
house has been wrecked, tho businois premises are all right, 
and business is progressing as usual. 

Tho house occupied by the Rev. Mr. Luckmau in Cbow« 
rioghi has boon bsdiy shaken. Rot a rootu in tho nppor Sat 
is free from damage. Tho second flat has also snfleced bat in. 
a less degree, 
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TliO fall of the top of the aptro of Wellesley Sqaaro Frca 
CKarch, strikei ever} baLoUer ai an extraordinary tfTeci of 
llio earthqaalco. The cxjilanatioa u that that part wa< blows 
away in tbo cyclone of thirty year* ago, and wa* restored. 
This eattbqnaVo has ahowa that the join was not as soned a$ 
it looked. 


StmVIVAI. OP TUB UNPITTEST. 

A dfiro along tho ancient and crowded Chitpar 
Road tbowe many damaged boasts and many on* 
acconntable ^arritals. Tho great tnoiquo on the w«t side, 
not far from Coolootoliah Slroel, La« a wide cleft right 
throngh tlif domo aud extending downwards nearly to the 
Iwtlorn of the bailding The two plaeos tclongiog to the 
■Jlallick broLhofj, nCA- lleadon Sjonre, hare loft largo piocos 
off the parapets and cortiicei» aud the bo^o clock which 
nJorced tho treitcrn mansion bos fallen bodily ont of iU cme. 
A wotcan walling io the street was badly injored by tho fall* 
Ing masonry. So much masonry fell tUng Chitpur Roa.1 
that it tin scarcely bo that sorwra! other per«oni siero wet 
LnocLcil down; bat the loe{>crs of tho shops nodcr the 
datnaged buildings are rcticcat oo-lUc sabj»cl. Ou the other 
hand, many an old semudah or galkTy, so riclwltydooling 
that its Lxiitcnco year after year has seemed bke & miracle, 
has stood the shovk withoat losing a brick. 

The tall newly ircctcd toueneut liooses in Ilarri'oo 
sSrit-l haToiaoslIy cscapej lojary. 
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tli0 omitions sound and tlie slmlw mg walls made him 
ad] )Uru into the street There a crowd of intivos had al- 
ready rushed together, andTvere watching the water m the 
larKo tauk in the square, which looked as if a whale had b'^on 
frolicking under the surface Tuiniug round and looking at 
the house he had just left. Dr Macdonald obsorvod it rocking 
to and fro to the space of fully a foot from the perpendicular, 
and for a mmnte or so expected to see it come down in total 
ruin Dun College, in Nimtollah Street, has the roof cracked 
through, and all the front i>arl, specially the class rooms on 
the top stoTdj-, has sneered senoaa damage 

A lady and gentleman driving aloi g Amherst Street 
which 13 a very long street, were quite unconscions of the 
earthquaking, and did cot actually see anything fall But 
they remarked that a number of houses had recently hegn 
damaged At one pUce a crowd had gathered, and men were 
excitedly clearing away the bricks This afterwaids proved to 
be the place where the most fatal casualty of the earthquake 
occurred 

Messrs H and A Bereos write to ns correcting the state* 
meat that tber premises hare collapsed, although somcivhat 
damaged in parts. The necessary repairs will not m any 
way prevent the firm from carrying on their basmesa 

Dr Bomfords quarters, at tlio General Hospital, haie 
been badly damaged The £den Hospital has stood the tost 
remarkably well, as also the soieral other new buildings 
sarroundiug the lustilutiou 

St Joseph’s Free School id Bow Bazar Street went 
through a stirring oxperienco on Saturday ereuitig, and the 
Christian Brotho-s in charge were compelled to take sLcller 
in the magnific nt buildings of the High School, which were 
recently built on the south of the old building m Gopee 
Mohan Boao’s Laue St Joseph’s is Cracked all over, especial- 
ly <m the entrance portion, which is m a dangerous slate Tho 
. chapohiu front has fared almost as badly, aud Father GoITart 
ud some of his parishionom, who wore there at the time, had 
take refuge in the road A tomital iLcidont relieved tho 
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Sfroet, PirctiHr Tlo-iJ, und lifetlft, iintl reports tlnl Uk’J- hr.ro 
utofiil llto l-'t of tho earlhqniVo roinRrl.fthly well Hnre ftn<l 
(here mfiy bo »ecn n fow loo«o picco« of brick aidnorlor, 
nnd ktitchi gruvei Imro sunk, n« may bo expnctol nn<li.r 
provniUng conditioni, bat nosonoui (latnogo xtai vistblo from 
ft hasty sarroy 


A SFNSATIONAL LT^AP. 

Tho Calcutta Central Qorornmont Tclpgrftph OTice m% 
thoiconoof great oxcitomcnl whon tho *h<j<*k wnS first felt 
1ft ft body Ihft sigiiallcri ularopeJtil They »craniblt<l o it of 
llio room, and rnshwl down»!a«ri into tho roadwar. 
In the rnsl ft nuhtiry Bignaller, PriTa'o Korns, of 
tho Poyal Munster Fniiliers, instoid of following tho 
other*, male for ft window which ho mistook for a Joor nrxl 
jnrapelout Lotkily tho portico of Mt sirs , Octaims Stetl 
nml Company, which adjoin* tho Ttlfgraph OEice, b-oko hi* 
full, but he rolled over and camo to tho ground, a height of 
ab'iul 15 feet, sasiatningfCiioa* injuries Ho wa* At oiioo ro* 
mored to tho Station Hospital Tho latest reports go to shnw 
that Norris t* doing ns well as could b> ospocted Tho 
sigtiftllors had very heury work ou Saturday night, n>id aUo 
ciiquirioi from anxious friends wore still pouring id yesterday* 


Tlin SHOCK AT SIONQIIYR 
Noted as Monghyr is tor shocks of earthquake, tho 
One exporioncod on Saturday aftornoon boats all record 
for seieritj and damogo done to property and person 
For the past sveek tho heat had been inien*o Tho 
sovoro dust storm of Friday was ou Satnrdav followed by 
ftsevorolhuudorslormandalioavy downpour o\rnm nt one 
o'clock The storm Hstod 2} holes Tnsl a, .iV, oared ni., 
01 d residents were beginning to rejoice m thoV doli-litfid 
Clio iga from the lica‘, camo the earthqiake shock It K.tcd 
some throe raieito,, an I ,t, coarse sceitiod to b| from rist 
to west la some ports ot tho to»n it na, f„l, „ar>, sc„rclr 
thou in etliers Pitiable sr.s the s.glil to behold o\maiiJ n 
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tangalow in llio Fori and abop in Ibo bftzar after ibo war© 
had passed OTor the place The honso occupied by Mr. 0. 
Kemp, on Ihfl Fort irall, hag nltorlj collapsed, the vorandaha 
and porticos of tho Collector’s bonso, the post office Mr. 
Roberts’ house, and the honso of tho Snhordmato 
Jndge have bean severely damngod and rendered unsafe Lall 
Darwaza, Basdoopnr.and tho mission Uonsehava been damag- 
ed. The west wall of tho racqnot court at tho Club is also 
damaged , while the English Baptiel Church in the Fort is a 
total wrook. It was'a fino bnilding, erected at a cost of nearly 
Rs 40,000, and had been lately renovated The business por- 
tion of tho town that has sultered most is Sherman Bazar. 
What was once a busy place — ^svreotmcat shops, silver-smiths* 
shops and Marwari stores and residences — is now a heap of 
ruins. In Bnni Bazar, tho residenco of Rai 0. P. Singh,* 
Bahadur, has suffered terribly Last night tho family slept 
in tents on tho Maidan. The Obowk has suffered also The 
appearance of tho town as I passed thnougb it this ovoniag 
was as though it had suffered a severe bombardment. Fen' 
residents slept in doors last night, preferring the apparent 
eecnnty of the Maidan to the risk of being buried alive— as 
another shock was predicted for midnight. The mo«que la 
the Fort, and the tomb of the most popular of Mobamedau 
saints, Pir Nuja, near the south gate of the Fort, have been 
damaged also Up to the present no deaths aro reported 
neither aro there any residents reported os missing, though 
many have been injured more or loss severely by the falling 
debris. Tho Marwari, whoso limbs were amputated, is re- 
ported to be doing well 


DAMAGE AT JAMALPUB, 

Tho seventy of the shock can bo judged by the destruct 
lion of the well-built houses belonging to tho Railway Com- 
pany at Jamalpuc. Nearly every two-storeyed house at 
Jaraalpur has come to grief,— -m some instances the ropf has 
fallen m, in others the walls are spilt through and through. 
Tho Railway station roof has been severely shaken, wlula 
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1^0 workshops arft also in a bad way. Many people for 
tbe niglit foand aheller at tlio lo^hlnto TLore will bo a 
difScnUy in Coding qaarters for thoio who are hoineless 
Many aro tbe tales of bairbtcadtb escapes 

AN BARTHQUKE FOUMAIN 
At i 50 on Saturday opening, tbe 12tb of Juno, tbe ciril 
station of Parneab was tisitod by a very severo earthqaale 
The oscillation was north and soath and lasted for two or 
tbrea tainules, tbe Vibration lasting for G3 mmatos Haifa 
milo to tbe nortb of tlio station tbe gronnd opened ont about 
six inches wide, ranning cast and west for abont a quarter of 
a mile in length, and water was ojocled into the air from the 
crack Tret-a were violently agitated Many houses are in 
Vuins, especially the two storeyod bouses , walls have tumbled 
down, and roofs tutnbled m No lives have been lost in tbe 
stai on but two people are said to have bees killed in the 
city, where aI«o there has been great destroction of booses 
Tbe station clock*— tbo pendulnm of which swings east and 
west— ‘topped at 4 50. 

DAMAGE TO RAILWAYS 
Telegraphic messages poured m yesterday at tbe Sealdah 
Railway Station from oSciaU along the line, as to the effects 
of the earthqnake Desides the damage caused to the per->^ 
mauentway. several bridges have been so severely snaken as 
to render the passage of trams for a considerable time 
altogether impracticable Scarcely had the antboritiM 
begun to repair the damage when news of a still more 
alarming character reached headquarters by wire, namely, 
that a second shock of greater intensity than the first 
bad beon felt on the Kaunia Dbarla soctinu- iff.tli/i'EL B S 
Railway at 6«o5, Calcutta tune, resulting in great damage. 
The station master at Bogra Hat telegraphed that the 
permanent way and tbe huts of the native workmen were 
seriously damaged The station platform itself was also re* 
ported to be so iKidly cracked that it was expected at any 
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taoinenl to \>Q Uvelled mth tho ground. Traffic bas beSrt 
8USp“naed, causing no small amount of loss and inconroniencOk 
Meanwhile the autbonties are redoubling their efforts to ro‘ 
pair the lines as expeditiously as possible, and already a good 
deal has be^ acoonlplished 


ANXtOUS BNQUItllES 

As was to be expected there was a great deal of anxiety 
among people who bad friends in other patts of the city, and 
both on Saturdaji night and on Sunday morning hurried 
Tisits were made to inquire how the friends had fared Kot 
a few persons took tram on Sntiday for places along the rail* 
way where they had relatiires residing A report Laving got 
abroad that the Calcntla Girls* School had fallen in, whole 
or in part, (inquiries were made thero by parents of pupils 
lint the Supenuteodont was able to say that that fine building 
had suffered no injury whatever, not oven to the plastering 
At Looshtea, the station building has boeu badly dam* 
aged and two or throe pueca bonses have been ex partially des* 
troyed ^o damage was doue to the country boats &.t 
Goomatkbally and Khoksa some buildings are ruined 

Ifews Lad reached Calcutta from Furneah that several 
Qovernment Telegraph posts have fallen, and that all me3*age3 
have now to be transmitted by Railway The Post OfEce fell 
a total wreck, but happily no one was killed 


The damage caused in the northern and central sections 
of the town has been very great The central section 
especially has suffered most severely It is mainly in* 
habited by Europeans and Eurasians, most of whom have been 
practically rendered homeless Grave fear s are enlerla ned as 
to their safety, and a large class is certainly reduced to living 
under the most painful aud straightened circumstances How 
the women and children can enpport the conditions of their 
present camping hfa is a wonder The ram poured in torrents 
on buuday evening and us a consequeuce the damaged houses 
have been rendered still more nsky The poor people expect* 
cd that they may come down at every moment And yet their 
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only allercstlve from sleeping out, tnth scant protection frota 
tlbe TOin, It to creep back to the shelter of their ebaftered 
homes 


AVAMSSINQ POST OFFICE 


A severe earthquake shock was felt at Bnxar on Saturday, 
12th June, at 4*20 p u, (Railway time) It appeared to last 
three or four minnles No damage was done beyond the fall 
of a serraut’s house in the bazar Several long cracks in the 
ground have been noticed, one in the compound of the Jail 
SaperinteDdent's house is 100 yards long and has split up a 
pukka tenn j court It is said to be twenty years since an 
earthquake has been felt in Bazar 

Startling news has reached Calcntta from Shiastagsnj 
in. the Chittagong dulnct The Post Office sank as it 
stood, and was buried with all its fittings, furniture, cash 
chest, etc There was no one at work at the time, and 
the Louse was empty In several places the earth has crack- 
ed and water is seen ruing from the gronnd Quite a pane 

has seized the town 

At the end of to day’s Simla weather telegram ocenrs the 
tolbwws note -No tologram, h.TO besa reconed from 
A.rom and Norlh Bengal, „l.,cu are rrobaUj lira eontro of 

tha earftqaaka a-aro ah.ch aa, foU orer a rerj large area ex- 
tending ae.t to Bombaj and S mla The lime et the oconr- 
tonco aas aboat 4 45 r a (Ra,l„aj , 


EFFECT OF THE BAIN ON DAMAGED 
BDUJMNGS 
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gaveVay The noise caused by the widening of tlio already 
i,rack,ed walls and the displacement of mortar and plaster, 
caused quite a panic among the children, and there was a ge* 
Inernl rush for the road A largo crowd of spectators ag- 
Bembled on the spot, and Inspector Fnzom having arrived on 
the scene warned the teachers not to attempt an entrance 
Accordingly the day scholars were sent home, while the 
boarder® r^Fo^o mostly orphans, were marched to the Old 
•CSotch lIisBioQ rooms where they have been temporarily 
lodged , 

About 3 3 p. ir yesterday dnrmg a heavy shower tho 
whole of the main frontage of a two storejed bailding at tho 
comer of Cauning Street, opening on to Strand Koad, camo 
down without q moment's warning, and considering the con- 
gested stale of the traiBo at that point, the wonder is that 
there was no fatality Tho falling debris earned away several 
small shops which hare been for years past doing a thriving 
business in the sale of native sweets, parched gram, hetuN 
nut and soda water The terrified shopkeepers fled in a body, 
never even once turning round to note what had been the 
fote of their stock in trade 


THE SOUTHERN DmSION 
The office of the Meteorological Repor ter to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, m Russell Street, hm been ver^ badl^ dam- 
aged Tho whole of the second Bat oJ the building is partial- 
ly wrecked, especially the walls of tho rooms facing south 
and the verandah Mr Little’s bod room is m a dangerous 
condition the walls have parted, and huge blocks of brick 
•aad^mortar have come down, to the detriment of furniture 
and fit£ilig-.^ho room adjoining to the west is a mass of 
rum’, and will be required to be rebuilt On the floor of the 
verandah there are cracks about three inches wide, while the 
portico faciogtho north looks as if it would crumble to pieces. 
Mr Little has had to move mto other rooms Portunately 
Mrs Little and the children I ad gone home only the other 
day, for they occupied the bed room that has suffered so 
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much itr Little wai one of those who not feel the Sen* 
salion of the shooh, for he was ont nding that ereuWS 
httHding IS the property of Mr Ezra 

K« Walter’s boarding house. JTo 9, Ras«eTl Street, ha* 
been completely wrecked, and will have to be taken dOwn 
and rebuilt There were several ladies and gentleman lodg* 
iDg there at the lime, and a Mr. and Mrs Beat bad a bait* 
breadth escape They occnpied rooms facing the north, ad 
joining a hall which gave way and fell right through, com- 
ing down with great force Mr and Mrs Bent rushed below, 
and a second or two later their room came to gnef The 
boarders hare lo»t a good deal of properly through the 
walls falling in, and the place is now deserted The wkole 
of the bscV portion has collapsed 

Many of the booses in Eydd Street nre tenantless at the 
present time, and it is feared that on account of the antiquity 
of these partially demolished structures they will bare (o be 
rebuilt Some of these prerntses are known to hare been 
ttaading for more than a century, and tboagb with Qniet 
usage they might perchance have withstood time’s raragei 
for another fifty year*, it is hardly to be erpocted of any 
building past its hnndredlh year that it should 
rear its bead proudly erect after sneb a shaking as that of 
Saturday The wonder u that there should b“ any building 
at all standing, and it speaks well for the thoroughness of the 
work of the early builders of Oalcutta 

bo 32 CbowTinghi has been very badly shaken Mr and 
Mrs Darnel were away at Simla, bat Meiirs Westall and 
Brown, who were staying to ibo loird fioor, had a narrow es- 
cape They were getting ready to go ont when they found 

tlieir dressing roams gsviog way on all sides They rushed 
out, and after the shock it was found that the place was uu- 
inbabitable 


nouthebn division 

Tho^6m,.c „I JI„,„ o™re. «c»aer.<.n nnd Oorat«„ 
Cl.,. Ho. I.,. b.-a ,.rj ^1^,, 



( 63 ) 

who wore on duly on Saturday afternoon doscribo tho rocking 
of tho bailding as “sickening.” The front walls have com- 
pletely given way, and parts are in a perilous state. 
The roadway in front has been fenced in, and a poHceman 
is on duty to prevent people from going too near. Tho 
walla at tho west end have also come to grief, and on all 
sides in tho interior are to be seen gaping archways and 
broken cornices. The bouse of Mr. Stnart, the senior 
partner, which is on the top floor, has also been much 
damaged. 

In reply to many enquiries, we are glad to say that the 
Englishman 9, Hare Street, has escaped wonder- 

fully. The house is one of the oldest in tho central part of 
the town, and has from time to time been added to consider-, 
ably, while the printing-press covers a large area to the rear, 
extending, parallel with the Foreign Office, as far hack as 
St. John's churchyard. On Saturday, the shock was severe- 
ly felt in this quarter, bub beyond some rather bad crocks 
at the eastern eud of the bonse, and the dulodgoment of 
large chunks of plaster, no damage seems to have been done. 
Houses in the neighbourhood have not beon so fortunate. 
Several in Garstin's Place and in Hare Street itsoU Have been 
seriously injured. One bouse in Garstin’s Place has had to bo 
abandoned, and a massive outer staircase at the corner looks 
as if it must fall bodily. On the north side of Hare Street 
the great pile of the Small Cause Court was not in tho least 
affected. Tho Conrt is a comparatively modern building. 

The Old Church School in Lall Bazar has been so severely 
shaken and damaged that tho School Committee has thought 
it advisable to close the institutiou. Tho Bow Bazar 
Vernacular School, which was to have opened yesterday, has 
allowed its pupils an extension of a week’s vacation on ac- 
count of tho state of the school promises. 

Messrs. Duncan Brothers* offices in Clive Street are in a 
bad way, tbe roof being badly shaken and the leakage during 
the rain yesterday causing great inconvenience. 
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Caplam Pciloy has mado oTor every lent in his posses* 
Bion for the use of tho safferen, and proposes to constract as 
a temporary mcasaro small mat hangntows on his grounds 
for tho use of those in needof shoUcr frco of charge. He ex 
pressed bis rogrot to onr reprosentaltro that ho was not ahla 
to provide honso accommodation to a more apprcciablo ex* 
tent 


■WRITERS’ BUILDINGS 

These mngniSceni baildmgs show tfaccs of tho violence 
of last Satnrday’s shoch, especially tho eastern wing, where 
not a wall nor a room from tho very lowest to the uppermost 
etorey has escaped damage in eomo ehapo or form There are 
a aambBr oi ngly, m fact dangeroa., craols, irliioli if rot at- 
taaded to m limo mil mden bojond all doabl nnder Ibo coot- 
laoQs woight of the roofing The bcarj rams hare floodsd 
many of the rooms Tho Sopormtendont of the Press Depart- 
ment has been forced lo ahaudon his room 


EPFEOT ON HORSES AND DOGS 
Amid all tho deslraotion of properly and tho regrellablo 
loss of hfe there ha, been, ,o far ,ro hare been able to 
amertam. very Wtl, ,o„ „[ ^g.r.daals. 

there hare been some rerj narroa escapes, hor-o, jnst bemg led 
oat m Imre, aadmsomo rostanco, frightened ammalsbarsl- 
1 •'"'“"Sfo-iear 1*. On. of the 

Z Zth. "°l , teas," being 

“ppe:d;::;:t 

forlhoeremogdr.,. a„a torso, were being ready 

This 13 prohablv thn .. t f ” attendance, 

amid th^Lrg?. "> -■"*'« toing hart 

least lo-t his hfe and H f ** ''^eehago One poor beast at 
rogtoMr E teloag- 

Of Mr Westmacotfs hn ^ Tbe verandah 

“Poa tho dog , honso anT '*'T 1°"°' >t 

t ““4 .1, tilling me dog 
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the jdte mills 

The Celoetla Jalo Mill» 4o »»t *“ 

eeneu. damage damag the ea,lh,nahe of ^ “ 

few macks here aad there The Samaaggar late raclory. 
the Tdlaghar Jute ractohj. aod ‘h- ^ 
whose ageuts are Messrs Thomas Bafi aad Co, stood the 
shook rery well The damages were of the most trivial des- 

cr.pl.oo, aad everything appeared to ho in good Order oa the 

tollowmg Monday, whoa work started a, asaal Messrs 
George Hender-oa* and Co ’e three m.lls-lhe Bamagore 
at, II. Wa'sea-s Patent, aad the Bally Mills sustained no 
damage of any descr.pl, oa. due no doahl to the ereellent man- 

norm which they are kept np The working of the mills 

was resumed as asaal the following Monday The 
Union Jute Mills and the Standard Jute Mdl. of Messrs 
BmdaudOo fared very well, no cracks or fissures of any 
descriplion being visibla on any of their baildmgs Messrs. 
Anderson, Wright and Co jate mill at Khardah was equally 
fortunate, and work was started as usual oa Monday Messrs 
Gordoa Stewart and Co 's mUls eustaiaed very slight oraoko 
hero and there There was no damage doae to any of tho 

Calcutta mills of Messrs Andrew Tulo and Co , but tho tall 
chimney of the Serajgaoy Mill in the Pabna district wns bad'y 
damaged, and big fissures aLo opened out la tho ground at 
tho sprt, some of them four feet wide 

damage on tea gardens 

Enquiries made yesterday of tho leading lea garden 
Bi-ency firms m Oalcnlta reveal Iho fact that considerale dam- 
age has heea done to garden property in Assam, Cachar, and 
the Dnars The factory and buildings at the Amlnckie Es- 
tate, Assam, have been seriously damaged , the Cntlaoherra 
garden in Cachar is lo a similar plight , so also the Bulla Bar- 
rie property in the Dnars In Eylhat the damage to gardens, 
machinohon.es, nod factories has been general aad very 
severe The Balasera tea garden has fared worst of all, and 
is reported to he compl«tely wrecked, In Caehar too hnnga- 
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lows al tlie Doloo garden barn collapsed eulirely, tUo faCtd^f 
Louse being badly damaged The pncca baogalow at Ui« 
Kagaisniee tea estate in the Dnata has been demoUshod 
From telegrams receired by Mr. Little, the Meteorological 
Beporter for Bengal, it appears that the oarlhtiaake was very 
severe m Asmara Telegrajdnc advices received fiOm Salooa 
state that brick buildings and several bungalows in the 
occupation of pUntera have been overthrown, and that the 
destruction in general u the first of its kind known la those 
parts 

At Sera]ganj the shoefe was lernble Tho Mansill's Court 
buUdiugs ate partly lu rums The wind vane has beau thrown 
o2 its position with the pillar The onomometer remains 
6 ,tead 7 , bit v« inaccessible The earthquake ocenred at 5 13 
T u , and deranged the reading of the maumum thermometer, 
which was read as low os 80* and therefore rejected as nareli* 
able The shocks wore fell on Sanday at intervals ^ 

Prom Bogra we learn that the Meteorological Office there 
has sustained much damage The anemometer wind vane has 
been destroyed, the barometer has fallen, and the thermometer 
is out of order by the shock 


STRANDED ON A STAIBOASB 

Several narrow escapes have been reported from Howrah, 
bat the position of ono family on Saturday evening was 
perilous indeed Alarmed by the first shock the whole family 
beat a ba>ly retreat, but while descending the stairs from tho 
upper storey part of the boa e collapsed, and with it the 
bottom portion of the staircase Tho little company was 
stranded upon a lauding and unahle bi wa at 

the rL.k of breaking their necU. yet fearing to go back bocause 
o! the probabilities of promatare banal Lnckily there was no 
further shock and Uio lamily were quickly rescued from their 
awkward positioa by means of ladders and their neighbours' 
assistance 



ON IHO ASSAM-BCNQAIi KAILWAT. 

An " Act of God ” 

[frou a coilbesfomdem ] 

OoxDilla, June 13< 

** An ‘ act of God’ occarred hare yesterday oflernooD,”' 
iclo^raphed a local station master, in his qnatni way hitting* 
off the situation to a nicety A few more “ acts” and tho 
Assam Bengal Railway, which has only risen to the dignity 
of passenger traffic from Cliandpnr to Karunganj within the 
last month or two,* would havo been literally cut off la 
the heydoy of its youth We all know the Assam Bengal 
Railway hereahouts—I am not speaking necessarily of 
Comilla, from which placo I am writing at the moment— and 
we allloTe it, and langh at its ecccntiicities jnstas fond 
parents beharo towards their farourite spoilt child,. 
How we used to smilo to aoo tho diminutive tram carefully 
picking its way through the /art near Shamshernogar, and 
how concerned wo were when tho difficnUios it encountered 
Ihoro prored too much for it, and it quietly turned over on 
ikS udo and took a nap until the necessary repairs had been 
oxecutod Then at Srimangal what fun it often was to see tho 
ongioo careering down tho nioline eorencly unconscioas of tho 
fact that It bad left its complement behind it I say wo are 
all familiar with these amiable little weaknesses of the Assam- 
llongal lino, and it was, therefore, with an indulgent smilo 
that I suddenly woke up near Shoistoginj from a nap ou 
SaturAiy altcrnooo— X was travolUng by tho down mixed 
tram— to Gud that wo soomed to be descending into a deep 
hollow after the style of tho switchback railway This was 
followed by sundry bumps, and Goally, wuh a groan and a 
sbiror, tlio tram came to a standstill 

" What a humorous little railway it ts i * X cnod for 
thohuadredth time that day, as I took a flying leap out of 
tho carnogo window after a young official in tho Traffic Do- 
parlmont, who happened to bo trovclling by tho tram, and. 
who seemed to appreciatn tho fun as much as I did TTo 
went np tho lino and fooud Iho engmo completely derailed^ 
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playeS by ibo Assistant Engineer At one station n tele- 
gram was handed to him informiag him that his bangaloir 
had been destroyed *• HeasUy naisance,” he observed, with 
§n aggrieved air, •* I’ve seen it cave in in a storm, bnt 
this IS the first time it has played mo such a trick on acconnt 
of an earthquake ” We got into Akbauta about mid day, or 
something like twenty hours behind time 


AliATtMINQ EEPORT EROil JAMALPUR 
The earthquake ^vhich occurred here at 4 30 and ceased at 
4>35 on Saturday afternoon came with no other warning than 
a muSed rumble like the sound of a tram passing over a 
bridge some distance oS , the earth wave heaved and swelled 
and set the whole earth in an nndnlatory motion Houses 
were seen to sway and in a momentary pause a crack 
was heard and down c£^e the tottering piles. Jubilee 
Point HiU with Its stack of sleepers, coal a d other 
combnstibles, ready for tho Jubilee bonfire, scattered 
and cast these materials quite a hundred yards from where 
they were heaped The East Indian Railway workshops 
Busiained incalculable damage the boiler shop was almost 
wrecked, while the erectiog shop had the walls facm? east 
and west knocked down The pattern shop suffered a similar 
fate, and the west and corner of ibe blacksmith shop collapsed 
Tho spring shop mot with heavy damages, the furnace chimney 
wasdofiected. Tho two storeyed buildings on the west of tho 
hloughyr lino and tlioso situated ou the opposite side are 
wrecks, it neodiug only a substantial shower or cyclonic wind 
to compleio tho work of dcstructiou 

3ilc W Nelson Littlewood, the Trovclling Aud(tor, had a 
miraculous escape He was sitting is his room writing when 
he felt tho building sway and crash, and had scarcely time to 
quit tho upper floor and gam the compound, when the roof 
sank, sending up clouds of dust Every arfielo of furniture 
has potisbed Hr Brown, tho Deputy Loco Superintendent 
has also suffered aorioos loss, his bungalow having collapsed 
^n parts The Loco Supenutendent a and Drawing Offices 
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tave beon rendered almost untenable Mr Watfcins* bungalow 
has anfiered The verandah, which runs all round the house, 
has totally collapsed 

AUogolher we know of twenty five upper roomed build 
mgs which have partially collapsed, the occupants of which 
are homeless— at least nnlil the aulhontios are in a way to 
tide over difficulties The belfry of the Mechanics Institute^ 
has received a tough abating, and the wonder is that the 
entire strncture was not destroyed 
Bnring the shock the itreots presented an extraordinary 
epociacle Many ladies and gentlomen, in all states of dress 
and undress, rushed out of doors and stood under the trees^ 
Apprentice lads ran Ute mad in all directions on the maidaot 
and ladies too were to he seen jumping the wire fences id their 
haste to get into the open Mr B^argoyne had ran downstairs 
with his wife and family, to discover that be had left a little 
girl behind In a few strides he was into tbo hooso and upstairs 
and had caught the ohild in hts arms Just as he emerged 
from the house crash went that very part whore the little one 
had been playing a lew seconds before It u heartrending 
to behold the hardships to which the residents of this station 
are reduced What could bo more pitiful than the sight of 
motl ere, fathers, and helpless^ children walling from place 

to placo seeking shelter, and glad at limes to settle down in 

the servant’s qnarters ? 

As I srrito the most inteose cicitemsnt 13 felt , people 
toU ham it tWst a third ond groator shook „ jet to come 
Tho qaostioa oiNtho moment is. how those irho have been ren- 

dered homeless to ho presided form tbo faco of the im 

pending monsoonyr 

The Masonic Lodge 1526, bo it observed. Las not escaped, 
and more than one familWfignrohoad and bronze statue will 
bo miBsod at the next meeffM of the brotherhood Mr W U. 
Jones, the I P M., is deserrfpg of all praise for his vigorous 
and nnsparmg efforts to rclios^lho prevalent dislroii. 
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^tSStJRES ON THE BANES OF THE TEESTA 

A violent shock of eatlhqttako was felt at aboai 6 
o’clock in the evening on the 12th instant at tho 
Village of Bhajandanga, Rnngpnr district The shock 

lasted for at least one zninote, and was of a veiy 
severe nature, the banks of the Toesta opening out in many 
places from an inch to a foot in width About 50 feet from 
the river an opening extends from the river landwards for 
over 150 yards, about three inches m width, out of which 
water and sand ware ejected some three feet high There are 
many reports also of water being thrown up ont ot 
openings in the interior some miles from the nver The roar 
of the earthquake os it passed towards the north east could he 
heard distihcily some minnies afterwards, sounding like dis* 
(ant thunder from the Guro HiUr, over which the ware seem- 
ed to go While the shock lasted human beings and ammals 
were all terror stricken, and lay on the ground till it was 
over 

The B S N Co ’e stoamor Bengal was jnst mooring at 
Kallygaoj Ghat at the time and her commander reports that 
the vibration on the vessel was very violent and terrifying^ 
Many articles were broken on board, and the river was in o 
regular turmoil while the shock lasted The direction of tho 
shock appeared to be from S W to N E Daring the evening 
and night and on the next day frequent shocks occurred, but 
not of a very severe nature , still thoj wore most alarming 

DAMAGE AT PABNA 

Yesterday between 12 and 15 minutes past five a severe 
shock of earthquake lasting folly two minutes was eiperienc-* 
ed here Most of tho pncca buildings in tho place have been 
more or loss damaged and a nnmber aro in an nmnhabitablo 
state The Judge’s house has been severely damaged, and tho 
stables attached to it came down, burying two horses and a 
syce Those wore with much difficulty dug ont of tho aVJm / 
the syce was unconscious and badly braised, and is now lying 
in all that remains of the hospital (tho cholera ward) Iho 
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Wo sioroyed Lonse la wbtch tho Di«tncl Sapcnnlcndeat o! 
Police and Assistant Magwlrnlo reside is also in tain*, and 
these olEcers hare been compelled to tate to tents All tbs 
Trails in the hoaso are cracked and the greater part of the 
balnstrado and roof havo fallen 

The Collector s bonte IS also in a Tory dilapidated slafo, 
fortnnately this oQjcorleft for Hozaffarpnr the day before 
yesterday, taking his farnitnro with him, or olso it would 
have anfferod The Civil Sntgeon has taken to a tent, and 
the m ssionaries to their chapel , in abort, all the Fnropean in 
habitants and many natiros are homeless A great number 
of pacca baildmgs m the bazar have como down and 
qaile blocked up the stroati , forlnnalely no lives hare been 
lost This may bo attributed to the fact that the j remoci 
tory shocks wore not rery sovoro, and served to warn the 
people la time fer them to leave their 1 onies 

Dating the night three slight shocks wore erperienced 
and several others to day All along the dried np bed of the 
Icohamiti river, winch wiads ronnd the town, n canons phen 
omenoQ was noticed Mad volcanoes were formed which eject 
ed their contents to a height of from four to five feet One of 
these was active for fully an hour and a half after the si ock 
was over Large cracks also opened along the banks of thi* 
mer and the Ganges, some of tho depres«ions being six feel 
deep and 20tt sVide To add to the general discomfort, heavy 
ram fell larmg the night which damaged a great deal of tho 
property which conld not bo removed from the rntnod houses 
The magnificent new Court has fortunately escaped 
8 r oas damage Soma of the walls have cracked and in one 
epot the foandation has enbsided Tho Collectorate offices 
n a hava also escanad with a few cracks and the loss of 
a good deal of plaster Nothing i, known yet as to the 
amount of damage done m the Mofussil. but probably it »* 
^erj great as cutcha houses do not seem to have suffered 

SAHhBGANJ 

at cifii states that tho earthquake was soveke 

S&nj lasUng for about three mmutes It began at 
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IG ^0(Madras time)on 12th instant and cansod serious damage 
to the Batlwa; haddings and dwelling houses in tho native 
town The wave appeared to bo from south to north» and 
T-as felt generally ihroaghout the Loop*]iae district Tho 
shock was of a most appalling nature An earthquake of such 
seventy has not been known to bare visited those parts for a 
great many years There bare been threo or four slight 
shocks snb^eqnently, the last Iiaving boon felt at abont 10 r m 
ou lith instant, bat witb no bad tosnUs Among otbor bnild* 
mgs the Railway station, tlio District TraQlo Superintendeot'e 
oiuce ond Mecbanics’ Institute snlTorcd acnonsly, portions of 
tbe two latter havirg collapsed entirely and boon rendered 
unsafe^ A number of tbe Railway etaS quarters oconpiod by 
Enropears were also sorionsly damaged and some are now nn* 
inbabdable No loss of lito has so far been reported, althongh 
there were several narrow escapes Thanks aro dae to the 
ladies and gentlemen of tbe station who kindly ministered to 
the wants of those rendered honseless ihrongh tbe disaster 
Intimation has been xeceired that the station buildings and 
out ofiicos, both np and down the line, have been more or less 
affected, and from all accounts tbe calamity will entail enor- 
mous expenditure on the part of tho East Indian Railway We 
have bad no ram to speak of bat tbe sky i$ overcast with 
heavy deads and there are indications of a good downpour 
before long, and with it the set in of the monsoon it is hoped 

IIURSHIDABAD WBEOCBD 
A correspondent, writing from Marsbidabad, says that 
Berbatnpurj the civil station of Mnrshidabad^ suffered badjy 
from Saturday’s earthquake There is scarcely a bouse which 
has not been damaged, and the destcaciion to property is 
enormous Fortunately there were no casualties among the 
Fu-opeans of the station, but there were certainly eight or 
nine deaths, possibly more, among the natives of Khagm and 
8aidabad Hed it not been for tbe lloburrum there would 
probably hare been many more deaths 
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Tli 0 siiocl. w-vi firat felt about 1 ^0 P u , an^ ladled abont 
II 1103 mmutoa Tho cotchcrry buHlmg* Lave aufferod rerj * 0 V 
eroly, tlio winga at either cod boring been nllorly destroyed, 
nnd tho roof of No 1 Barrack*, the oEco of Mr Uvirgo.the 
Collector, haa fallen The boose of Dr Gordon Price, the Civil 
Surgeon, is completely wrecked, and Mrs Prico bad a very 
nnirow escape All tho other bnildings m the square Iisvo 
suffered more or loss, and most liavo either been or will 
lave to boTncelol The npper storey ^ind tho •whole of 
one side of tho house of Mr Ferguson, a silk merchant, 
Loliapcd, while tho Loudon Mission Chapel ana the Mu* 
n cipal OEce were destroyed Soicial large seams are 
b] paiei t in tho upper storey of tho Jail bnildings, bat the 
irnia ndcr of tho building seems jrelty soniid The same may 
be laid of the Asylum Goosiderablo damage has been dona 
to the College and the clock tower will probably have to bo 
palkd dowu. 


A tCMDcn or BeooAss Killeo 
A nnmber of beggars were being fed in a boose near Han 
I aba’s when tl e el ock came, aud in trying to escape by a aar* 
row paiaago somo of them were boned One woman was ex 
tricated from the Jdrts five boars after the bodding foil, with 
no more harm tl an a broken leg A child has been taken out 
dead, and it is not known how many more are loft Tho wo 
mail says there were 30 or 40 persons there at the time but it 
is thought that this can hardly bo correct A cloth merchant 
was killed by a falling hon^e and another woman -was ta’^en 


out dead from the rums, while another is known to he buried 
aider the same pile Itu unpossible to ^ay yet how maoy 
deaths have occoired 

S«7.,al of Iho oolbmliog, ot tlio Cos8.mta5ar Eajbai. 
(Mali™ Sornomoje.) wore nteol ed, aod ona d^Ii i. re 
lorled rhellaUatan, and h.r l.oMetold nere uAjnred 
aba i.lmto* Ho,’, bon.o -na, badly t»0 

S IbeT appell-ce 

death. iT ‘1-Or, to« 

a.UB™pb,ce„„„a„oa„„ ba, been .topped, a|l tt 
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is impossible to ascertain how adjoiniog towns have fared. It 
is repotted that nearly every house in Azimganj, where the 
great Jain hankers reside, is wrecked, and that eight dead 
bodies have been found. The Tmambira at !Unrshidahad has 
been wrecked, and great harm has been done to the Palace, 
Mr Keogh’s factory at Sujapnr has been partially destroyed. 

Narrow Kscape of tde Nawas. 

Further shocks of earthquake were felt at Berhampnr on 
Sunday, bat they did not work any havoc. Fuller details of 
the effect of the nUofik atMnrsbidabad reveal that every house 
iu the bazar was wrecked, and soveral persons were killed. 
Tho Nawab Bahadur had a* very narrow escape, the whole 
room in which he was sitting falling in just as ho reached the 
door. His escape is the more remarkable as be is quite 
paralysed, and was only carried out in the nick of time . 

It is almost certain that the effect of the oarthqnako will 
increase the nnmbers on famine relief. 


{7he Ens^tthaian^ Tiursdaj, ^une 17, 1S07.) 

A CITY UNDER REPAIR. 

SEVERAL FATALITIES IN THE DISTRICTS. 

It seems ss if our aniictpations wore to be fulfilled in tlio 
most litoral sense, and that tho work of destruction begun by 
the earthquake was to bo completed by the Monsoon rains* 
which have rognlatly set in. Testerday’s heavy rain did an 
infinitude of harm all over Calcutta, bringing down the shat* 
torod aud dilapidated portious of buildings that in some cases 
overhung tho streets, and further iniuringtho property that 
had almost escaped tho original disaster. A part of tho roof 
balustrado of St. John’s Church has come down, leaving an 
ngly gap, and tho Cssaro on the northern portico has v/idened 
considerably. On Chowringbi, tho aspect of things has not im* 
proved. Dr. "VTood’s houso is in a tottering conditioh. Tho 
front rooms and verandahs have coma down, and tho portico 
ho3 fully three inchej o2 the boose. The d^a^Y^ng■E 00 In in tha 
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second Qoor M a mass of rutDs.iho svalls have cared in, aid 
the opomngg in thoroof let tlio daylight into the rooms Here 
good deal of damage was dono to pictures and farsilnre, aid 
Br Wood, at onco taking in the dongerons aitnation, has re* 
moved from the premiaos At No £tChownnghi, occnpied Ij 
Mr Norman, tho walls have sprung off , the halnstrade b&s 
fallen npon ono of tho hath rooms and ixnashed it in, and tbs 
place 13 a total wreck At the time of tho shock, a yonig 
gentleman who was down with feror had a narrow escape At 
hts own reqnesi, ho was removed to tho lawn, and got 
clear just 111 time “ The Palms,** in Middleton Row, owned 
hj Mr Gnbhoy and leased to Mrs Monk, where eight gentle- 
men were patting up, has anffered Unge cracks are to be seen 
in nearly every room, and the placets uninhabitable Messrs 
McIntosh Barn and Company have taken the repairs in hand, 
but during the heavy raina the work of building and repairjsg 
is interrnpted 

Workmen are actively engaged m repairing the demag# 
done to the High Court The part most sorionsly damaged 
IS a portion of the northern verandah, which the engineer, 
after mspectiug the whole bnildiag, has condemned, aid 
which, it 18 said, will have to be dismantled The dapieg^ 
the sonthorn verandah and the Judges’ veiacdah srs 
of a less aenous natare, although there are ugly ciacks la 
both None of the Court rooms suffered any damage Tbe 
only room which sustaioed any damage was that of Me 
Justice 0 Kinealy, the roof and the walls being badly cracked 
in several places The tower is m a dangerous condition 
All the Judges sat in Court yesterday, with the exception of 
Mr Justice 0 Kinealy, who 13 still detained at Darjiling 


PROGRESS OP DISMANTLING 

On tho Sunday following the shook, workmen were bnsj 
dismantling the tottering portions of damaged buildings 
he comparatively newly builfc portico of Dr Feldsteins 
bouse, n Dhnrrumtollah Ssreet, which had collapsed, and 
t<uk1i still proved a sourco of further danger, had been ex- 
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poa.tioa.ly cleared Tl,o r«t of Hie baild of. rrliief. 
appears anatfootod, mil admit of repairs being carried oal. 
riie ropaiis to St Androir’e Cliurcb, ■winch has been badly 
damaged, will bo takoa m hand almost immediately The 
premises oE Messrs Arlington and Co , in Old Conrt Honso 
Street, which have bean very aorionsty damaged, are already 
nndorgoing rejairs, os also the damaged steeple of the 
Chnrch of Oar Lady of Dolonrs Several other bnildings 
in varions parts oi the town wore alno taken in hand yesterday 
for repairs. HothinV is being done yet to the Lall Bazar 
Police OEoo. the Coroner e Conrt, nod the Old Chnrch Girls’ 
Parochial Home, all oE which have boon condemned Messrs. 
Moore’s honse, on the Esplanade, is still nnlonclied, and com- 
plaiuts have been made toj ne of what is said to constitnte 
a publio danger 

Mr F J Sbircore a pleador of the Small Caaso Court, 
wbo residos mth bis family m a two storeyed bouse in Ripon 
Street, bad to vacate bis bouse on Saturday ni^bt on seeing 
that it was falling to pieces He etayed for tbe mgbt with a 
friend, leaving all his hoary fnruiture and belongings behind 

him On Sunday morniug ho went to tbe bocae he bad left 
and tried to induce coolies to hare bis things remored, but to 
no purpose No one would venture to approach the premises 
on account of its dangerous position, and Mr Sbircore, with 
every unduceraent imaginable, cannot get his furmturo out 
It still remains in tbe dilapidated house 

Tbo Small Cause Couit, which was slightly damaged by 
the sboch, was leaUng very much yesterday, so ranch so that 
Ur Ormond, the Chief Ondge, had to get bis bench iemo%ed. 

Several bouses have collapsed in TVelleoloy Street Ur 
C E. Descent who occupies honso No 75, has boon put to 
considerable inconvenionco Fissures ate to bo seen in every 
part of the itmcture, the walls boing laid opon from top to 
bottom It Is moro than liholy that the building will bo 
condemned and robuili 

Houses Nos 50 and 51 (Wellesley Street), which bavo 
been “ to lot” for some time, haio boon completely wrecked 
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House Ko 1*?, close to the Tree Church o£ Scothod, tia 
tumbled to pieces, and tho lamaloi have deserted the place 
Two untenauted houses have collapsed in Bipou Street 
(Nos 5 and 22), and will have to be rebuilt 


PERISHABLE STOCH 


Messrs Bevan and Company’s piauo show rooms in Old 
Court House Street have been very badly damaged In ibe 
centre wall of the building there is a gaping orach, which has 
widened since the heavy rains Several valuable new cottage 
pianos have been smashed by falling dthns, but IncVily a hand 
some King Louis grand, valoed at Rs S,000, the first of its 
kind imported into this conntry, escaped de«trnction Mes»rs 
Osier and Company’s promises stood the shock, firmly The 
huge chandeliers of their glassware rooms swayed to and fro, 
but the damage to stock was slight Messrs Hamilton aud 
Company’s handsome building m Old Court House Street was 
practically unaffected The top Door was a bit shaken, bat 
there was no damage beyond some cracks m the walls 

No groat damage was done to tho Homan Catholic Cathe- 
dral ut lloor^.byhattaor to the Cathedral House Iho building 

which has suffered most severely soems to he the Catholic Bow 
Bazar Chapol, the one winch was marked out for domolitiou 
and enlargement St Agnes’s Day School at Howrah, which 
IS only rented by Ibe Sisters, has been totally wreckod 

The Bible Society’s building m thownnglu, though a 
coTaparaliToly new one, bos suffered badly, nud it is closed in 
by half rained bouses 


Th, r«..a=nc« o[ „t DatH.a^sa U, .nCcrcd 

toiomecxlout Ia.,ac. ll.„ tavo opened, aaJ lb. 

r.ccpt,a„ r™„.l,a,a .alt„,ad Tha room, taa.ng arc 
rj much ,l,aUa. and deap cracb,, iomo Im la Urea ir.cb.. 
-aa,.r,n,.blac„ alloJa, T,.„ ,aaa.l at lb. 

ot ea Uriri?'. ““'1 all lb. placw- 

wicniertoiumont Lave come off well 
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THE ALTPUR JAIL 

Hr Lartuore’s Exn,RlE^CES 
Jfr A D Larynioro, tho Suporintomloiit, ga^o a reporter 
tEo following account o! tho Alipnr Jail during tlio earth* 
quake — The mam walL and tho onicr Tialls lin^o stood the 
shock, wonderfully well, considering that this is tho oldest 
building m tho city, our records going so far back ns 1707. 
The walls surrounding tho wards hare become cracked m 
many places, and in one instance tho walls hare fallen, but m 
no respect has there been risk to either tho safely or the lifo 
of tho pri oners One of our omployos, who resides at the back 
of tho Tail, and who was away from homo at tho time, re* 
cciTod a message to tho effect that Ills wife was dangcrocsly 
ill Ho hurried home, and fonnd that she had fainted iK 
eodeavoariQg to get out of henhouse bricnds hariDg beard 
of the occurtcnce reuderod her assisstanco I myself bad 
gone up to Mr Faohs* on a bicydo to enquire about 
a sick borso I reached tho General Hospital gate as the 
Cathedral cluck struck dre and probably was in Mr Puclis' 
compound withiu throe minutes from that time On 
arriving at his portico I heard tho falling of bricks 
and plaster from the walls and roofs I also saw clonds 
of dust coming out throogh the windows When I 
opmo out I hoard that an earthquake had taken place 
At this moment a lady rushed out with a child in her 
arms and called for us to come away, os the house was falling 
1 joined her in the componod, to which place two gentlemen 
from then houses had also come I now observed that the 
eaith was ehakinj; badly I heard a loud report, and a sjco 
shonting out that the church had falloo Tho horses wore 
DOW released from their stables and seemed iii a great state of 
escitemeut The dogs barked, and the pet kangaroo leaped 
about lu a frantic manner 

A few miuutos after that all was calm and still , and I 
felt uotlnng more Re mounting my bicycle I now proceedid 
to the Lathedral, and there fonnd that a large portion of tho 
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flpiTe Iiad come down One of tho clergymon had a^r“ady8^ 
rived, and told mo th&l hfl thonglit thoro xxm g^ing to b* 
another earthquake Ho aihed mo if I had boon inside to les 
what damage had been done. 1 said no I am inclined to 
think, and havo since como to the conclusioo, that nnisn 
the earth actually opened, the bicycle is the best thing to b“ 
on m an earthquake 

Since the earthquake 1 hnva had ictimatiou from a la^g® 
number of jails and sab jails to the effect that much damans 
had been done to them In many instances the outer walli 
were thrown down rendering extra caution in the matter of 
gnardiDg necessary But so far as I have bean lafonned 
not a single life has been lost 


IIT FIRST EARTHQUAKE. 

^FBOa Ji COBRKSPONOEHT.] 

lly experiences ot the recent seismic conTuUion were, I 
fear, very tame It was my good fortune to be on the 
Uaidan, about 200 yards from Chowrmghi, when the terrible i 
event took place For the first couple of miaales I I 

could not make out what vras the matter with me, as 1 
veritably reeled to and fro like a drunken man However, 
the disturbance made by falliog houses lo Chowringhi swo 
brought me to myself, and I thought* “ Well, I »tii» 
pose this must be an earthquake •’ It may have been 
imagination, but I thought I distiootly saw waves rolling 
across the sea of grass. By the time the two last shocks 
—and TTorst of all— bad knocked me about, I felt ei 
iremely equeamisb, not to say ill It was my first and I 
hope my last experience of an earthquake And yet a friend 
of mine -a, a„o on the Ma.dau, and was qu.to unaware that 
anything had taken place, nnt.l ho returned to find his l.oQsa 

m rather a dilapidated stale, which, to say the least of it. 
very curious. 


AN BNRFASONINQ IMP0LSB 
■■> 0 . 11 ,^"’’“°“'’° corroipondonl) may M 

B a stwV ol ncoamatating mformation lb«l 
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is oppeatiDS ^ EngUthmant and may help to rondd? 
it a still ftioro complete record of the event First 
regarding this preceding noise I was standi ng by a wall 
and heard tho never to bo*forgotten sonnd jnst os in 
1683 I never even slopped to Ihink I know what it 
taieant Being onliroly alone, 1 t*as ont of the room, down a 
passage and across a landing On to tho stairs, seventy-nmo, to 
got down, so good cause for haste, boforo any real vibration 
even comtdenced This was an noreasoning impnlso which X 
bannot explain, for bono conld anticipalo the seventy of the 
earthquake Secondly, as to tho movement of tho ground I 
was standing m a group where tho trams stop in Clive 
Street At the 6rst actnal wave we all reeled, and t 
was caught hy a Baba Afterwards wo wore all swaying m 
tuiisoQ as on tbe deck of a steamer 


DEATH OP A 2BMlNDAn 
hfiliOi —The earthquake shock was fell very intensely 
10 the distnet, and has caused immense damage m tho towns 
of English Bazaar and Old Malda where nearly every pucca 
house is in rums On the Dearah lands all over the district 
largo cracks have formed on the ground, from which 
water was thrown up during tho earthquake, and in many 
places the ground has sunk several feot, near Ohauchal, 
a field covering some nine or too bigahs has sunk In 
English Bazaar tliO Government buildings are all sonous- 
ly damaged , almost the entire upper storey of the cut* 
chary building will have to bo demolished and the Cir^ 
cult House 13 also lu a ruinous conditiou Tho Magistrate’s 
house and District Superintendent a bouse are practically in 
ruins, and the officials aro all living in tents Some five or 
SIX deaths only have occurred, and this is due to tho earth- 
quake occurring lu the day time Babu Bhagaban Chan- 
dra Chaudhari, the principal scmindar of English Bazaar 
town, was buried m tho rums of the house and the body was 
nob recovered fot several hours Baba Ram Narain Banner, 
ji, Deputy Magistrate, was seriously injured by the %er 
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%Dda1i fftlliDg 'cpon tira b 9 Le was helping Ins wifo oat of Ifci 
honae Some ten or twelve small shocks have since occurrcil 
and shocks are still occnmog 


JAMALPUB. 

At abont 4-30 P on the 12th instant, jast after the fin! 
heavy downpour of ram this season, which came ns a welcons 
tribute to the parched earth and suffering humanity, iviflioat 
any premonitory warning whatever, a peculiar aubterranesa 
noise was heard, striking all the inhabitants with dismay, and 
in less than eight minutes our pretty little station had horse 
the shook of a severe earthquake and showed signs of dem 
tation deplorable to witness At the 6rst sign of alarm. Hers 
was a general stampede towards the open, and for 7J minatei 
the mhabitanfs had to enduro the convulsive motion of the 
earth and to witness the crash of falling buildings round aboil 
l? workshops and offices have sastsiaed 

t earthquake having seemingly cob» 

trated Its principal acltoo npon the high buildings la 

“"■“'‘“'"•UK rrooi. onl. 
Tnl / “PO" »8«.r .e,b,l.t, 11.,, 1,„, 

TJ"" Allhoasl. 11, J 

Zl Z T’ TJ"" ''"‘“"""’j' o.„au,„,-a,. 

12 o clocli —II 8aTmg booa pcoTiooal, cloiod at 


oiLnuin. 

...... .r rz:,\ ‘"r r’ 

of Ihe place wsi t.r.i i ^ Ohusman, a lomincJsr 

wall* of the baiJdini. [oil ^ «»capo Out«ide, when two 

•M TU ha.., Z\ dl! 

AM«r Ilohmsa Khaa Choldl. ^ another somiudar, 

V‘..- H,.., „ .h. — 1.M yc 

carce down r«i/«. Ti,*,, *„ *«nthor vemln* 

^ a* been rent eiauder, and 
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sand and boEfTater bare been forced up io Ebe earfaco from s 
depth o! 15 to 20 feet. Ko Buch earthquake has occurred in the 
memory of any living man here. The shocks have not yet 
ceased. 'We have been having emaller shocks up to now. The 
country folks fully believe the world is coming to an end. 
fortunately no life has yet been lost, but the whole place is in 
a etate of perfect panic. 


^ KRISHNAGAR. 

The houses of Europeans and Natives here have suffered 
great damage from the earthquake ; scarcely a house escaped 
injury. The Krishnagar College has BuSered very severely, 
the spire of the Protestant Ohnroh fell through tho roof ; the 
Collector's house is uniuhabitabte ; only about two rooms in 
tho Judge's house are safe. The District Superintendent's 
house is so iojurod as to be totally unsafe * tho house lately 
occupied by the Jolut^Uagisirate is completely in ruins, all 
tbe veraodabs and roofs having fallen ; the Mission houses and 
the Mission school also bore the shock badly. The houses of 
the natives fared no better. , The rains which hare just set in, 
will complete the ruiu. On Sunday there was a thunderstorm, 
which was scarcely less terrifying than the earthquake. 

BHAGALPDR. 

Extract from a letter, No. 19, dated the 14tli Juno, 1897^ 
from the Magistrate of Bhagalpur to the Commissioner of 
Bbagalpur I have (he honour to report that a violent 
earthquake was experienced hero about 5-P. u, on Saturday, 
l2th instant. The shock lasted four or five minutes. Very 
considerable damajre has been done tohouso yuqnerl^v.in 
tho town, but so far 1 hare only heard of the loss one> 
life. With tho exception of tho church, no Qorernmenti 
buildings suffered severely. Tho roof of tho church, JJ 
regret to say, fell in and cuiued the huildiog. y have 
telegraphed to the District Engiueer, wbo is in North 
Bhagalpur, to return here to arrange for the removal of the 
diiris from the interior of th& chnich building.’’ 
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SINKING OP THlnTEBN BIGHAS. 

^ Cbanolial.'Malda —A heary ,hooi^ was fait here at 5 F, s, 
lasliDg about Ibrae'mmutM. It i, nowWut 10.30 a. » , uj 
anolher elorea ’ atooki have baaa peroolred. ' ' Serious dauisjs 
w done 'to the puooa buildings of the local Eajbati. Oat el 

about 140 rooms, both up,!or and lower doors not a liash 
room IS loft without damage, and they cannot bo used wiHoai 
risk 01 life. The Baja and family hare boon bring in thitck. 
ed honsos. Reports receirod that four bigha, of land in Bars- 
nanijslUr and nine high,, in Kabaiajslkrr hare sunk dou. 
Breaks hare been noticed at Bh.hipur, Jlobarulpnr eel 
oana, rom “nliich -water is seen risiog np. Bmldingi st 
E. Van. hare also suslained damo'ga -Bore 'or less. Note. 
01 iue M reported. ‘ ‘ * ' i 


raniganj. 

Sund»r°nM"o boio on 

I 1 1 ^ * i'” ° ° °°*' (“oeu), not causing any damage. Hio 

Poi crL '"' "" 

Go 1! r°e; ■’”'“”*'”8 •“ nna «.• 

‘Iiose, boi^g of Vs^MAb Id*”””! '’"‘““'“’■'J- ■*" 

Weasure« t oU alanding, are yerj UDJafe. 

and R ^ ‘t" Gorordnioal 

Boir7;r.rh:;tr:r:oir- r 

‘I'eligl.l.iiiigbiibigsoscroretl.ari, 

loro It .track three nathos' lini„° ,,°"° "'"“8" 

•»f. a similar acciilent ocrn , ' ^ ‘’'““■'"““"‘'fi •‘ra”S' to 

».'8atahou..ho.„mo.lm:.Tt„ggr:nt";' 


At about 4.30 r.u. 

and llion a Itomot. winch becaiZ!’ ° rumbling soi 

u- th. house, swa/ca lo aad^r "T P™"'"'” 

.orcral uiLlos. Re 

lo».e.iu,i,rion,.l.gc,„tu„fe., «' 

» Tilucli cnufcc] aomo umo 
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mWt afterwards, /fie nali?es vfcro in a visible- state of 
lonHernation, bi^^^l^atalo was abared bj everyone more or 
tesa^y^iTSood^ea^or damage bas been done in the station 
an^ a'^ fi^^ jroroan was aK^klj iojared. Oar dear little 
churcb^Traa^endered un«afo for the next day's services, tbe 
side aisles suffering moat. Uanj of tbe double-storeyed build- 
ings, occupied by tho railway enployds, have been considerab- 
ly damaged some being nninbabitable, tbroogb tbe rain pour- 
ing tbrongh the cracks. 

/ lam afraid tbe poor Clerk of Works will have bis band- 
/all for soma months to come in doing rep.iir8, etc. Everyone , 
/agrees in saying that it was tbe most rninons earthqnake that 
they have ever felt. 


SUET. 

An eatthqnako was fell here on tbo 12iU instant at 6 p.k. 
end lasted slightiy over five minotos.. At Sari some of the 
older boildiogs suffered, tbe Jail sbgbtly, the Collecloi’s 
bouse badly, and tbe Kaja’s and Judge’s slightly. Some of tbo 
fissures were from top to bottom of tbo bouses sxeuUoaed. 
In tbe district, so far a^ is tsnown, only tbo masonry buildings 
bare been damaged. The ramble began a few seconds before 
IS o’clcck, and tbe buildings continued to sway till a few 
seconds after 5-5 o’clock. Severe damage bas beeu done 
to tbo Kaja of Hetampur’s College building, but the damage 
is not Irreparable. 

A slight ebock was felt at ebont 1 o'clock on tbe IStb, 
but it lasted scarcely a mioute, and some perjons did not no- 
tice it. 


rniLOSOPHTCAL ELEPHANTS. 

NoRTn BniOALrpu.— A severe shock passed over this part 
of the country at 4-50 P. Ji. U was felt in Madbipura, Latona, 
Pipta Bazar, Dumaria, Diwanganj, Partabganj, Poaluwa, and 
Darblianga, covering a -wide area. It created quite a oanic in 
the bazar«, {nterfering with tbe Mohnrmm festivities. Every- 
wboro people rushed from tbeir bouses for safely, Pucca 
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fcuiUings !wsyea to ttii eilont of mne mchos Tiro haT6 col 
fapjodaoi many olhora nra cracLed ond damaged Mao; 
paoplo fainted, and two died from the aftecls in Parlatgaiij 
Two alephanta sat down in Pipra Bazar 


PUBNBAH 

At Kaladnrah Factory wa oxperioncod a Tory severe sbock of 
oarHqnaie at ahont an minntae to 6p M , by my clock on IBo 
2fch, and there were three emaller shocks daring the erea 
g and night We haye also had foar shocks (slight ona) 
♦ yesterday and at night Lots of damage done 

° The ground has craclod, forming gaps of t«o 

ree feet, for over a mile going north and Boath and 
oTer a conple of square miles of conntry 


DOOMKA (SONTHAL PARGANAS) 

fo reoLd 

top totuom ‘‘■j 

tb. onrrenl seamed to 

'“lly two minnlc, 


PURULIA 

tionon Sanday at^a^ ®*perieDced in this )l 

none JlllT,:!: 
‘*“‘‘““>*>tmorolbontb.r7y°,°„ofrdr^“^' 


Icii damaged lITlld'baiia*’ °' '^""^“'‘•1 1""-” 'J'oo more or 
''>«worolo,l Adoon ra„'i°f ’ 

'’bwb lasted for o,o mmntos ‘li® 
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THE CALCUTTA SEWERS— AN IMPORTANT 

question. 

From W. Parsons, Esq , Secretary, Bengal Chamber of 
■Commerce, toW, R. Bright, Esq., 0. S., Officiating Chair- 
man of the Corporation— 

Sir,— I have been directed by tho Committee of the 
Chamber to addross yon with regard to a matter of consider- 
able imporlanre to the whole resident commanitj, namely, 
tho question as to whether or not the underground 
brick sowers have suffered damage from the late sfiTOre earth- 
quake. It appears to the Committee that, judging from 
, tho effect of tho earthquako on brickwork above ground, 
it is at least probable that tho brick-sewers below 
; ground Lave also Buffered severely, and it would appear ab- 
' solutely necessary that an immediate and thorungh investi- 
gation should be made of their condition, espeoially as a large 
portion of the under-ground sewers is now nearly thirty year# 
old. The dnrabtlity and consistency of the cement employed 
in their construelion has repeatedly been called in question, 
and is. the Committee believe, admitted to be defective. It 
is impossible io suppose that the sustained and continuous 
shocks of earthquake experienced on the evening of the 12th 
instant, have not inflicted any damage on the brick-sewers. 
Fractures in the brickwork would mean, of necessity, serious 
leakages of sewage into the soil, and when regard is had to 
the fact that the main sowers of the town are in Bow Bazar 
and Dharrnmtollah, both of tbeso thoronghfares being of 
•considerable length and hwvily built upon, the latter fact 
increasing the lateral pressure on the sewers, the need for 
< prompt action is too apparent to admit of argument, and at 
the present season, whoa tho monsoon is on tho point of 
setting in and heavy and continuous rain may be expected, 
the nrgeucy of the case is still further accentuated, an extra 
straiu being always pat upon the sowers when they are 
‘ gorged with water. Tho Committee consider that the case 
^wiU hardly be mot by ordinary departmental action, and trust 
’'Ahat the Corporation will take simh action, in connection 
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■wilt Heir Otiet Engineer, ai may elloctnallj prerenl ajj 
inpry to the health of the inhabitants ot the city — I bar) 
thohonoartobe, <lc,(Sd) W Parsons Secretary 

To Ut W Pareons, Secretary to the Bengal Chamber ol 
Commerce Dated Calcatla, 16 tli Juno 

of date to hand The matter has already 
attracted my attention, and I bare issued orders for 
a careful examination of tho sewers, both brick and 
pipe The work has been already begun, bat yon will 
realize, no doubt, that it is one which will necessarily 
take some time I hope to bo in a position to give some lo 
fo-mation on the subject to tho General Meeting of Com 
mwaioners to morrow I havo also wired to Mr Hughes to 
return, and 1 will then consult him as to the further measures 
0 e taken ^oa may rely upon it that the matter has, aadj 
^*w\"^.**'***'^ aitentioo I have the honor to be, etc. 
cad) W R Bright. Officiating Chairman of the Corporation 

(TAe £nffl,sAman, jgg; j 

A CITY UNdIr repair. 

AliEUINO CONDITION^ WMASED B^ILm^aS 

oA.Mil,o,e,lM„b«, ^ “Ho majoriljof 

do.pcralo cond.i.on, lia.o boo' ‘ 

■Ml e lonlh, „( Cblc„tto „ „ “'""■'•d to ^ol a half, l«t 

Avlul. tl 0 011,00 lo'rhtt; '’""“5 ‘“rw to bo ropoToJ, 
■' “'■ocl. and U,U lLo“^r.“o”t,y n’'“‘ “ 

a domaad tot baddor, ,.„o„^bo woL f 

"“"all,cooco,u„dabo»lb.,o„b ,11 Etetjono ,> 
anything hUe enough bmlJor. ♦ '^d there are not 

“"njol tolaauor n„io„ ° “clading Ibo 

lloa.oholdi„, mUd b.,b b‘ U '“■'‘'“"'J' sprung up 

h Ihocinckul and nJdleJ 
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Condition of ttoit dwellings, are nfi means reassured by tbd 
perfunctory verdict of the Burvejoc’e emissary. The houses 
may not bo in so dangerona astate] as some others, but in 
many instances they arO fat front safe, ond at ordinary times 
Tronld be instantly abandoned. Mach ioconvenionco has been 
caused by the heaVy rains, tvhich are an immense aggrava- 
tion of the evil. It is not merely a ijnesiion of fearfully 
leaky robfs ] but there can be no donbt that damago which 
might have been set right, if promptly attended to, is now 
fast becoming itroparaftle. In variona places throughout thd 
city the fodtpaths are roped oS where some honae is on the 
point of collapsing, and nnti! ostreme cases of this kind are 
seen toj the common crowd of snCerera mast possess their 
fonl in patience, and grow aconetomed to sleeping o’nights 
under the shadow of an over present and horrible danger. 

We are sorry to learn that the building of the Na- 
tional Bank has suffered so badly as to necessitate a 
temporary removal, if that is possible. A request On 
behalf of the Bank has been made to the Committee Of 
the Dalhousie Institute, which is said to be the only 
building available that wontd answer the purpose. It is 
to be hoped (bat the Committee will see its way to grknt 
the use of the Institute In a time like this, — a time of 
common suffering and mutual helpfulness— 'it would ho de- 
cidedly ungracious to decline, whereas the action of the Com- 
milleo will meet with the cordial approval of the public if 
they agree to assist the bank in its dilemma. Besides, the 
hull of the Institute is hardly used at all at this season. 


HOUSES DESERTED IN OALOUTTA. 

The Board of Bevenua buildings are a mass of ruin*. 
The eraployds in a body refnsed to enter the building 
till it was overhauled, and in consequence the offices 
have bean removed to the Home Departmentj with' tlio 
oxcoption of tho Salt and Revenue Branch, which now oc- 
cupies the ground floor. The whole place is falling to pieces i 
The building is about a century old. The Chartered Mercantile 
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Bank kw been ba^ly ahakco The norlh waU is liatifitig 
owaj from the baiMtnp, end mil prolallj lere to come ilowa 
Tl 0 orchwaj* end rooms oa the lop floor oro cracked all over, 
ord tho place is leaking fearfully Uessrs Iwtllncr nrd Co. 
IS I atlly datoaged 1 hero is not a siuglo room or archway m 
the whole slrnctnr© that m uot craeVod 5u o top Cat wooieu 
inpporls are b^ing pot up to iroveat the roof from comtoe 
dowc There is a huge crack in the south end of (he 
buUdiog, tunning from top (o bottom. Ur TJ 

Uclavtsh’s house, >o 27, Dalhouiie kquaro, will have to 
ho thoroughly overhauled, and is vacated at prcient 
5ho Simla Allianco Bank has come off scott free This build- 
ing rauges north and south, and, astomshiog os it may seem, 
Ur Laugdon, tl e Agent, felt the alockso slightly tl at ho 
cooU h&*^ly realise tl at there had been an carthqaake of inch 
leveritv It is probable that the position of the house may ex- 
plaiD thit 

As yet DolhiBg very eenoui his occurred in the way of 
falling houies, but groat anxiety prevails The Uoocheepara 
Tbana has all hut collapsed The coostables. about a hundred 
lu nuTober, hare quitted the premises and taken up their quar- 
ters la adjoiuicg huts Inspector L 0 Banerp, whose quar- 
ters are in the ofllco room of the ihana, complains of tbo 
place b'^iug Qoodod A start has heen made with repairing the 
extensive damage done to the Old Musioo Ohurch The work 
was taken in hand sioce yesterday 


» A MASS OF " 

Thollarlhorongh Hotel to Bentinck Street, an old build 
xng, recently touched up, has beou heavily shaken Fire bed- 
rooms at the rear and facirg west are m a very dilapidate! 
condition, and will have to bo d smontled and rebuilt The 
walls are a mass of ruins and bulge out all the way round 
The occupants bad to turn out promptly The ram yesterday 
htorally poured in through the crevices in the roof of one of 
the rooms 
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At Entail; tte Orptanago and Convent baildings Lava 
been much damaged, but althoagh the children were much 
frightened, there waa nothing liko a panic. The Nuns kept 
them vrell in hand. 

The third fiat o£ the building adjoining the premises of 
Messrs. Jeasop and Co.» which is in the occupation of Captain 
Allison, Saperintendent of the Sworn Measurers Department,, 
is reported to be dangerous); cracked and is expected every 
moment to fall to pieces. A large two-storeyed building in 
AVeston's Lane, the sresideace of Baba Golam Chowdry, of 
Bogrs, which had been seriously damaged by the shock, is. 
reported to be in a tottering condition. A portion of the 

verandah has collapsed . ^ 

Friends of the Old or Mission Church will he glad to 
know that though the tower has been injured and is being • 
dismantled, the Ohnrch itself is practically nnaffeoted. The-* 
nsnal services can be held without any inconvenience or risk 
to the congregation. > 

Ko. 76 Oentinck Street is well known to the ladies of 
Calcutta and the Mofussil as a dress-making establishment. 
The earthquake has played sad havoc with the building. 
Every arch has largo gaping cracks, through which daylight 
can ho seen, while the verandahs at the two end< are in im.. 
minent danger of falling away. As a matter of course, the 
occupiers have been obliged to remove, thereby suffering 
great pecuniary loss, apart from the difficulty of carrying on 
their business. It will he necessary to rebnild a large portion 
of the upper Qat before it can again he safely occupied. 

The Loretto House in Middleton Row has escaped won*- 
derfully. There ore sovetal cracks in the building, especially 
in the south wall, which will probably have to be renewed, at 
least in part. The Roman Catholic GhnreU adjoining has 
been cracked in several places. The steeple is injured, and 
part of it, it is feared, will have to be pulled down. 

A double-storeyed building, No. 9 Metcalfe Street, baa 
been abandonod. So serioos were the damages that the reside 
ents were forced to pass the first night in the open air, seat*. 
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fid on cb&irs On the foUomng day they remoyed to a bonsa 
in CiTCnlaT Road 

At St John’s on Sunday, the Jubilee serncei will ba of- 
fered m the morning, and thenlms during the day will be de« 
roled to the Building Fund of St hlsTy’s House of Chanty 
A largo part of this bouse has been totally wrecled 


WORK FOR THE SURVEYORS 
At the United Semce Club, there are large cracls in the 
rtraudeh, oS the dining room , and ou the lauding of the top 
floor, the cotuwes bays fallen The front of the building is 
badly fissured The Club chambers, in I^o 55 Park Street 
uud No 1 Kyd Street, hare also snfiered, a crack separating 
tbe verandahs slightly from thehouso Workmen are busy 
here, and matters will soon be set alraight 

Messrs Kapp and Company and the glassware and 
crockery rooms of Messrs Whitoaway Laidlaw and Company 
have been laek^ Bat at the forme* establishment, two 
rooms in the east wing of the second flat occupied by Mr 
Cohen 'were deeply cracked , these are being repaired Mr 
Eapp has secured some interesting photographs of the 
damage on the Eastern Bengal Railway These will prove an 
interesting sonremrof tho disaster 

Messrs Bonrne and Shepherd, Cbowringhi, have been bad 
sullcrors Hngo crocks, some incbe* deep, are visible on all 
sides of their show rooms on the second flat, ns well as in the 
offices adjoining In ono corner of their “ ro-touching ” rooni 
ther^ IS a gaping crack tanning from top to bottom, and ibe 
ram bas brought out much brick oud mortar during the past 
llfo days In tho “ dressing *0010’* there aro similar damages, 
and the “ dark ’ room is injured Mr Murray s dining 
room on the third loft has been very serionsly damaged 
The large building in tho occupation of Messrs Atkinson 
Brothers has boon sovetoly ahakon Some walls of the top fiat 
Will bavo to be rebuilt, and others will have to ho tie roddod 
In the middle flat, a portion of Iho verandah will have to bo 
yenoTod nud a portion ilrongthencd. There are cracks tp he 
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teen on all sides, and leakage is doing mors harm. Ur. A. 
Stephen’s honsB, Ho. 38, Chowringlii, is in a tad way. Eat 
for the resent strengthening of the ground floor with iron 
columns and portland cement arches, to say nothing of the 
recently-built rooms which act as buttresses, ibo top floor 
would iu all probability bare collapsed. Some of the arcbes 
are badly cracked aud eereral of the walls will hare to bo 
rebuilt. 

About the only house in Chowringhi that has escaped 
is the residence of’Ur. Hem Chnnder Gossain, which only 
shows a fow trifling cracks. Alt the rooms are traced with 
tic-rods. Alessrs. Ifacintosh, Bom and Oo. inspected the pro- 
mises yesterday and prononneed them as sound as a hell.'* 
Hr. Comley*B house in Chowringhi ha« been much shaken. 
, The gaping walls in some parts ot the rooms bare widened 
since the tains, and there is a good deal of leakage. 


A SMASH AT GARDEN REACH. 

Perhaps the property of the Norlh-'Wcsi Soap Company 
at Carden Beach has snflered as much as any in Calcutta. It 
comprises a large two-storeyed bouse, which formerly belonged 
to the King of Oudb, and a modem soap factory with large 
chimney-stack and engine-house. Hone of the new buildings 
or the chimney are injured in any way, but the bouse has sus- 
tained considerable damage. The upper fiat is occupied 
by the manager, wbils the lower floor is used as otEces. 
An inspection of the building shows that the large veran- 
dahs, upper and lower, which ran the whole length of 
the building on the south side, fell outwards, carrying 
with them the roof and outer wall of an upper room be- 
hind. This room was used as a drawing-room, while Iha 
one below was occupied as an office. The roof of the upper 
room, which was of very heavy concrete, came smashing down 
on to the floor below, which in its turn broke through with 
the heavy weight, and the resulting amalgam was a mixture of 
smashed furniture, bric-k-brac, broken pictures, finely pow- 
dered concrete, ofilce bookS; and spEnterod chairs and iablss. 
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A piano, otter Torions ribratios*, landed tn a mncli smasTied 
condition on the gronnd floor, so that the coolies nho 
came to comoTe it had not the tronble of carrying it 
dowDstaire. The rooms that remain standing oo the upper 
floor are prononnced bj the snrreyor to be unsafe, and will 
most probably have to bo remoTod entirely Satnrday be- 
ing a holiday the office was closed, so that no clerics were pro* 
sent, and there was no loss of life or any injury to anyone 
All the books were dag out of the Jtirtt by Sunday night 
and work proceeded as nsnal on Monday morning 

In Garden Beach, Messrs John King and Co *s engine 
works have been completsly wrecked, and considerable damage 
has been done to the property of the firm. Mr Deveria, man- 
ager of the work shop, who lived on the premises, has ins 
tamed severe lots 10 the desicnctiOQ of bis personal property, 
incladiDg a valnable piano The building utilised for the 
Garden B^acb tbana is reported to be to a dangerous state, 
A u all on the north side of the bailding has recently collapsed. 
Inspector Faria removed his family io tbe honse of a fneod, 
while over fifty police constables have been located for the 
present m the stables of the Army Hemount l}ep 6 t The 
Bbowauipat Tbana is reported to be equally dangerous the 
etafi of poheemea, about eighty, run some risk of bein'* 
crusbde to death 

DAMAGE TO RAILWAYS 

LINE AND STATION WBBOKBD AT NtLPHAMABI 

"We are indebted to the acting Manager of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway for the following particulars of i^aTn 
ago done to railways — 

On tie Eastern, Soutbem and Budge Badge section tbe 
permanent way and bridges were practically undamaged, the 
one exception being a bridge at Paneboona, which was re- 
ported unsafe for trams But statious and buildings snffered 
to some extent, the duration and seventy of the earth shocks 
being apparently about the same over these sections as in 
Galentta 
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On Ito Korlliern irctjon from Sara to Atrai, iliB porma- 
ntnt way nud earthwork wore not much distarhed, hat Ihreo 
bridges orer the Barral, Baraloo and Atroi rirers wero 
reported nnsafe for trams 

From Atrai, mile 39, to Saidpnr, Iho bank hu Bank or 
been upl eared and thfi rails thrown out of lino in xntny 
places At l^ilihaman, tnilo 132, the staliOQ'jnrd and the 
line on either side are reported to ba aVolatcly iTrocked 
Not ErrN Trollt SerTioe 

On tho remaiDis'g portion np to Siligart, the worst dam* 
age -was dote between mile lu4, near Chill ati and mile 1C5 
near Manda Ghat Tnll particnlars hare not been received, 
bat It IB understood that permanent way, earthwork, bridges 
and station bnildinge aie all «o fenously ailected by the 
earthquake o! the I2th and enbsequest shocks np to the 
l4th, that not eren a trolly eemce can he established until 
considerable time and labour has bein spent in carrying oat 
repairs 

Oo the Qebar section the line near Hatihar was disturb* 
cd by earth cracks crossing the bank, but the damngo was no 
BO serious as on the Northern sections CorDmunica ion be- 
tween tho Bebar and Northern sections was mtormpted for a 
time owing to damago to bridges between Binsgcpur and Par* 
batipur, the principal bridge reported unsafe being that over 
the Atrai river Commnnication was restored by the 14th 
b} trolly service over tbe bridge, and subsequently by pushing 
carnages over. 

Oh the Dacci Sbctioh 

Trams could ho passed between Karayangauj and Dacca 
after the earthquake Two days later the lino was o^en to 
Gafergaon, and u eipocted to ho ready for trams to Bali* 
para in a day or two From Balipara to near Myrnensing tho 
bank has sunk and cracked, displacing and twisting the 
rails so that about six miles of line has to be lifted and rclaid. 

EiST of PABBATIPmi 

The line through Enngpnr to Kaunia is reported unsafe 
throughout for tram*, aud iho same report has been received 
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regarding tlie narrow gange lines leading t6 Jatrapnr 6n^ 
Knch Behat The reports leceiTed frotn all stations on these 
lines speak of cracks along and across the line, from which 
Band and water welled np and spread over the rails Tho 
craks and sinking 0 f the gronnd have caused ft general dis- 
placement of the permanent waj thronghont, bending rails 
bud breaking joints 

VANISHING VILIiAGES IN PtiBNA. 

A correspondent from Nakaha, m the district of Pubnaf 
in a letter to a Eoropoan merchant m Caicntta, states that 
fire or s>z villages near the Jammuna Hirer " are altogether 
missing" He adds that np to the motning of the 14th there 
had been abont twenty shocks The correspondent says no 
thing of the inhaoitants of the vanished villages, Vat it can 
scarcely be that they have been swallowed np too News of 
such a fearfal calamity would sorely have reached os from 
some more aatheotic source 


8BRAJQANJ 

Tour etceUent coUeciion of news abont the eaTthqnaks 
contains nothing so far abont Serajganj We hare safferetl 
very much The post oSce fell in, and they have not yet ie-< 
coverid all the property from the ruins The jnto mill Cnim^ 
ney was snapped in halves, the water pipes burst, and sncb 
injory 1 as been done that all work has been suspended 
The Civil Court has been badly injured/ the Jail 
wall thrown down, and the Local Board building has sunk 
several inches in the ground lu front The Snbdivisiona! 
Office has been mined, and Messrs Landalo and Clark’s 
pucca house has become a complete wreck A street of pucca 
houses in tho Gaoj has boon destroyed The only pucca 
nonses which have escaped scatliless are a Hiodn tomple and 
tho Telegraph Office The Llliot Bridge has bent np in tho 
middle— a now iron arch girder bridge The ilnnicipal Hos- 
pital has fallen in The road'^^s gone down o foot or two m 
set eral places, and great fissures two to four feel wide have’ 
\ 
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oponpa out, Troler camo up from llie grouna auti filled « 0 Tcr» 
ol old tanks. A canal throe or four miles long froquontod in 
the rains hy julo boats, and 15 to 20 feet deep has been filled 
np and overflown with sand, Tho most wonderful thing of 
all is that there has been no loss of life. 

ANOTntft Accoost. 

On Saturday Serajganj was risited by a severe oarlh- 
qnako, doing a lot of damage to Iho station. The weather, 
thongh hot and mnggy, had - given no indications of 
any distnrbanco of 'this kind, and towards the evening 
it was cooler than it had been for some days and a 
little rain bad fallen at mid-day. At a little after 5 r.M. a 
mnfllcd rnmbling sound was heard sonnding very like a 
strong wind from tho north, followed immediately by ono 
prolonged and severe shock of earthquake, lasting 3k minutes 
slighter vlbratious contiouing for a long time afterwards. 
The ground heaved like a ship at sea and walking was impos* 
Bible, As soou as tho first shocks hod diminished, tho ground 
opened all round, and rolumos of black mud poured over tho 
earth, tho cfloct being horrible in appearance. Shocks of 
more or loss intensity have continued till this morning 
(iGth.) 

The damage done hero is enormous. The Sorajganj Jnto 
Company’s mill is very badly damaged, about ono quarter of 
the chimney having fallen on the building, and the walls havo 
in many places sunk considerably, Tho whole concern will 
most probably have to bo entirely robnil t. Tho manager’s 
and assistants’ bungalows have all boon badly damaged, and 
all tho company's filuropean employes are now living in tents 
The house of tho Scbdivisional Officer is totally wrecked and 
is only held together hy tho iron bars in the building. The 
Telegraph Office, however, which is very close at hand, seems 
to have received little or no barm. Tho Post Office has col- 
lasped entirely, and iho Mnnsilf'e courts havo also beon dam- 
aged. Messrs. Lan’dalo and Olark’e manager’s bungalow is 
in rains, and Messrs. Mactavish's bungalow has boon badly 
shaken. Tho roads havo suflered a groat deal here, largo rents, 
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bolt 5eep and very broad in some places, appearing all over 
tbo station, and rendering driving about impossible, as la 
parts tte roads have sank leaving a drop of 6 to 10 inches 

Id the native qnarter, almost every one of the pncca* 
houses have been damaged, the one occupied by the Bank of 
Bengal being the most injnred A big “ kotee” of Baba 
Neem Chand, a native banter, collapsed, killing two persons 
in its fall Reports from outside state that a lot of damage has 
been done in some villages through the ground smking> hnt 
DO loss of life Tanks have sunk lo some places and in others 
the bottom appears to have been forced up Almost all the 
pncca wells have been brokea and Glled up with mnd. The 
earthquake has bean the most severe ever known even m the 
memory of the oldest inhabitant 

UBSSAGE TO MUBSHIDABAD. 

The Kawab Begum telegraphed yesterday to the CoHec* 
tor of Murehidabad as followe — <* Deeply distressed at 
heanog great damage done by earthquake at hlurshidabad. 
Sending Es 200 for immediate relief of sufierers, and will be 
glad to contribute farther on your communicating with me 
Her Highness has subscribed Ks. 50 to the BaOdiiig Fund of 
St Mary s Home Damage has been done to the building of 
Her Highness at Mnishidadad The Imamhara, with its 
furmtuTO, 18 completely wrecked The Hajah’s koteo and 
garden house have fallen down The Ban Deon has been 
badly cracked 


THE COLABA INSTRUUEKTS. 

Ounoosly enough, although there were no earthquake 
mamfostations in Bombay, cortam phenomena wero noticed at 
CW.tha. Or-i SiAnj'iv.y e?iw.vsg vibveki vnduned Idr Tdoos, the 
Director of tho Government Observatory, to send an nrgent 
tologram to the Meteorological Reporter to tho Qovemmeat 
of India at Simla mformiog him that *' Eye observations of 
barometer declination and honioalal force at four o’clock 

^«e vitiated by sadden and violent oscillations " ThoBome 
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eaiihwiivo which appears to have passed Agra at i*30 (Agra 
local time) and to hare affected Calcutta so seriously at 5-30 
(Calcutta local time) must have been very probably the cause 
of the diaturbancQ in the instruments at Oolaba. Though not 
the slightest perceptible earth tremor of any other indication 
of the passage of the wave was detected at Colaba, beyond the 
disturbance in the instruments, the phenomenon was con* 
sidered suSciently serious, as subseqaent events have shown 
to justify an urgent warning message to Simla# 


' JAIiAPAHAR. 

hlr. Carter, the Bector of St Panl's School, Darjiling, 
writes to say that not the slightest trace of damage has been 
done to the three newest blocks of bnildings at this school, 
namely, Bishop Johnson Halt, Bishop Cotton Hall, an^ 
Bishop hlilman Hall. Nor wa« any serions damage done to 
the old school beyond the displacement of plaster and the 
fall of a weak, useless gable wall. The Bocloria house had 
a large quantity of plaster knocked down, but does not seem 
to bo otherwise injured. The boys wero moved into the now 
buildings immediately after the first shock. But littlo dii* 
comfort was oxperienced. 


A 6TEAUBR SHAKEN. 

The Serang of the steamer Hesperus, o! the India General 
Steam Navigation Co.’s services reports that about 4-20 on the 
12th between Bnzar and Ballia his vessel was shaken violent- 
ly, so much so that he, the sukani, and several passengers 
were thrown down. The vessel took a sovero list to port 
water running over the covering bwrd. Ho describes the river 
on the spot as bemg like a large whirlpool. 


SONADA. 

The following particular# confirming my wire of yester- 
day may perhaps interest yon. The weather had been close 
all day, and m the afternoon looked like a thunderstorm 
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Aboot ton mumtes to fire, howoTcr, wo felt a liiglit distorb* 
BDCe Thu increasoi to ssch an extent that it was difUcalt 
to walk, 03 the earth was roclnogoo aororo!/ All the jiinglo 
trees were swojod to and fro with a rogalar rhythmical 
motion, and my host's hoose, a pacca biult one, rocked mno 
inches out of the perpendicnlar Fortnnatoly beyond piaster 
falling and a few eraclta the honso reecnred no aerioos dam* 
age We hear, however, that near Ghoom tbo road has 
cracked and a small boildtng has collapsed The severs 
shock lasted, I think, mote than a minntp, ihoogh unfortun- 
ately I did not time it My host, one of tho oldest resid- 
ents in tho districts, says it was the most severe shock bo 
bas ever experienced Tho disturbances, happily on a much 
diminished scale, coniinned all night, and even while I have 
been writing there has been a slight shock. 

{Tht jEngUtknan^ Mondaj, July ID, 18D7 ) 

EARTHQUAKE VAGARIES IN 
CALCUTTA. 

It IS evident that the area of senons damage in Calcnita 
u ciroamtcnbed Oertam localities have suffered extremely, 
while others have almost escaped Undoubtedly, tho shock 
was felt throughout the city and suburbs, but whether owing 
to tbe^ force of the cartbwavo or the condition of the build* 
ings^itur ^ relation to the wave, ccrtam quarters 
burden ho^ba brunt of the disaster One of these centres 
/badly cracken®^^®®^* ftussell Street, Middleton Street and 
•>g thoroughfares, while another is traversed 
T TTPg et The escape of wretched old houses 
Curiously enou0*^ ^bo flimsy fabrics of Harrison 
manifestations in Boui ®°bject of wonder, but one is con- 
Colaba on Saturday e^ wirprues, such as the wreck* 

Director of the GoveromeS fbe almost complete immunity of 
telegram to the Meteorologicl^“*B* The work of surveying 
o£ India at Simla, informing h?** with the utmost despatch 
barometer declination and honi® ®f fbe damage done mnat 
were vitiated by sudden and vjolenblr. Bright has been able 
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to assure llio city as to the slate of the sOTror system, but eron 
here the further reports Tvill bo awaited with some anxiety. 

There are several houses in Elysium Row which have felt 
the efiecls of the shock very severely. The one occupied by 
Mr. F. E. Godfrey has its portico and frontage very badly fis- 
sured, and nearly in every room there are cracks and gaping 
walls to be seen. Another house in the bbtqo street which has 
been shaken badly is that occnpled by Hr. Lemon and Hr. 
Campbell. All the damage seems to have been done to tho 
north side of the building, and tbo cracks have widened con- 
siderably since the rains. 

The commodious rosidence of Sir Francis Haclean, tho 
Chief Jnstice of Bengal, li, Loudon*Slrect, has been wrecked 
to the south and the repairs are now in the hands of Hessrs. 
Hacintosh, Burn and Oo. 

The residence of tho Consul-General de France has been 
considerably damaged. Happily he was away at rarjdiog at 
the time. Tbe walls of the diniog-room have heavily caved 
in, and every room to the east is uninhabitable. The draw- 
ing-room is so badly cracked all over that it is feared it 
will have to be rebuilt. The bedrooms are in a dangerous 
condition and leaking very much. Tho south verandah shows 
signs of the severity of tho shock, and the roof of tho rooms 
to tho east is parting and looks as if it might come down at 
any time. The offices below stairs are all cracked. 

Hr. Wallace’s residence in Park-stroet has been damaged 
in several places. The southern portion of tbo top floor which 
at one time showed signs of collapsing has been dismantled. 
There are cracks in nearly every room, and tho house has been 


COUNCIL HOUSE STREET. 

In Council House Street tho large buildings are almost 
all seriously damaged. The premises No. 8-1, a fbreo- 
storeyed building, which is otherwise known as tho Old 
Exchange, has suffered cousidexably. Tho building, which u 
owned by Hr. Ezxa, has, however, been examined and pro- 
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nonnced not to bo in any tmnsodiato danger Tha first 
sliower of rata following the abooV aimply dolaged the place 
The groand floor, which is in the occupation of Messrs Wil* 
liam Watson and Oo , is m a fairly bnsinessliko condition, 
thongh OTidonoes aro not wanting of tha violence of the shock 
The Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China which is 
Situated on the same lino, has also received o good shaking 
judging from the cracks which appear hero and there on the 
top floor 

The ground floor, where the banking business is earned 
on, IS practically unaffected Thebnildmg occupied by the 
Comptoir National D Eecompto do Pans is practically un- 
affected The Delhi and London Bank has suffered severely 
An expert has, however, pronounced the building sot to be 
in any great danger 

The Poroign OlEco of tho Qovomment of India, iitnated 
in the same street, likewise has sustained serious damages 
A huge fissure runs up tho front of the building, and the 
largo south veraadab is cracked, on the west side, at its junc- 
ture with tho bouse Workmen aro already bnsy with the 
repairs 

We aro informed that no formal negotiations have yei 
been opened between tho National Bank of India and the 
Committee of the Dalhnusio Institute with n view to tho 
Bank’s tomporary occupation of the Institute building 

The Deutch Asiatische Bank, in Hare Street, is badly 
damaged The front part of the bnilding is slightly injured* 
but the hack or southern wing is seriously damaged from tho 
top to the ground floor The rear rooms of the lop flat, 
which were occupied by tho Manager of the Bank, have 
totally collapsed, and are being rebuilt Tho drawingroom 
15 also far gone, and the second Sat is just as bad The whole 
building will have to he overhauled 

Jlessrs Harold and Company, m Old Court House Street 
had just had their piano show rooms on the top floor re de- 
corated, and were moving into them on tho day of tho disasters 
These rooms are totally wrecked, but the lots would have 
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been mucb greater had the pianos been moved in. The Bonlh 
Bide o£ the building has had to bo dismantled. One room of 
the top floor o£ Messr-e. Manton and Company’s establishment 
has been condemned, and •will have to bo tahen down. 

The office of the Examinor of Telegraph Accounts has 
been rather badly damaged. The top and second flats exhibit 
some wide cracks, and a good portion to tho south has como 
down. Three of the sunshades on the cast part of the build- 
ing have fallen and -damaged the ont-offices. Owing to the 
damaged state of the two upper flats, work had to bo carried 
on on tho ground floor till the repairs wore attended to. 

No damage was done to any of the buildings belonging to 
the Methodist Mission. Tho church, with its largo roof an- 
supported by any pillar, does not show a crack or mark, neither ' 
there is a crack of any bind on any part of tho church. Tho 
•* Old Chapel,” with a tilo roof, and on the wbolo rather a 
cheap structure, was not in any -nay damaged. The Calcutta 
Girls* School was not injured in the least. Thero is not a 
mark of any kind on the parsonage, nor on either of the 
large school building On Jaun Bazar Street. The entire 
property of the mission is uninjared. At the service on Sun- 
day, June 13, there was a special thanksgiving service for the 
preservation of life in the city and the property of tho mis- 
sion. One of tho -wonderful things connected with the earth- 
quake is the few lives that v?ere lost— not one European in 
the whole city. 

The European Female Orphan Asylnm in Lower Circular 
Boad has suffered a good deal from the shock. Cracks appear 
in many places, and storms of rain found out the leaks in the 
roof. A room of one of the teachers is unsafe, and will have 
to be dismantled. The institution had only just been repaired 
at considerable expense. 

The now Grand Hotel stood the shock admirably. Every 
room is intact, and the house is full of people from the 
damaged houses. Every hotel in Calcutta has shared in tho 
influx of guests. 
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"Messrs Boscolo, of the Hotel Continental, write to ns •— 
Referring to year observations regarding the damages dona 
to hoases, etc , by the earthquake and your remark thereon 
— work for the surveyor/* we beg to inform you that m our 
premises, No 11, Chowringhi, which we subjected to a close 
examination, there IS not a single crack m any of the walls, 
and wo are glad to say that the building is intact, nor is there 
the slightest trace of a crack in the plastering In onr 
premises No 9 Chowringhi, which, together with the above, 
comprise the Hotel Continental, the new bnildmg erected by 
Messrs Mackintosh, Burn and Co , of this city, is in perfect 
condition, there being alto not the slightest trace of a crack 
in the plastering or brickwork of the structure 

The Cotton Mills, of Messrs Mackinnon, Mackenzie and 
Company at Garden Beach, were not touched, but ♦he house 
occupied by the manager has been half^rmsed, and ho has had 
to leave 

The house m the occupation of tho Engineer of Messrs 
Parry aud Company’s Works at Garden Roach has been ter* 
ribly shaken and damaged, balf of it standing in a dangerous 
condition It has been condemned, and will have to be dis 
mantled The verandahs are simply in ruins 


JUBILEE SALUTE COUNTERMANDED. 

The Hon the Chief Justice, lo conseqannee of requests 
made to him, telegraphed both to the Viceroy and to the 
Lieutenant Governor as to ine advisability of Sring the salute 
next Monday, and be has received a telegram from the 
Lieutenant-Governor saying that tho Jubilee salute and bis 
own salute as Lieutenant Governor had been countermanded 

PROVISION 01 SHELTER TO THE SUFFERERS 
Two applicants presented themselves yesterday before the 
Collector of Onstoms to obtain theltor at No 1 Shod in tho 
Customs House Several other persons whose houses aro‘ 
unoMl, damosod callod at the Oastom Homo and mspoctod 
Ita boddiog lo qoMlioo nilb a Tloo ot obtaining ocoommodn- 
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lioa there. The balUing No, 1 Shod woald accommodalo no 
fewer than 20 familiej who would bo ablo to mak<ttliflmsalTflJ. 
TOrj comfortable. 


THE SHOOK IN SAIOrOR. 

A Tory soToro shook of eirthqaako, lasting folly firo 
tnlnaioa, throw this usually pcacofut Httlo station into a stato 
of terror and disorder on Saturday last at 1>30 r. st. At Grst 
load rumbling was hoard like Iho passing of a hoary train, 
bat one and all soonreallzol that somothlng unusual had 
occurred, and from all sldoi tho inmates loft thoir hoasos and 
fled to open ground. The whole earth was Tibrating and un- 
dulatlng in a most alarming manner, and it was impossible to 
keep on one's feet at times. Houses and buildings wore rock*- 
ing from side to side, and appeared to rise np and down ooc.a* 
tionally as well. Tho Gro mioutos seemoj to bo nn ondloss 
time of suspense and horror to all who experienced it. 

The rambling uudergroand continnod throoghont lha 
whole time, and for some time after the uphoiTals of tho 
earth had cea<od. Wbeo all was still, one began to Gnd out 
the oSects of tho shock, people coming from nit diroctions to 
toll of thoir walls baring fallen in, roofs haring sunk, chim* 
noys gone, and in some places of whole honses having collaps* 
ed. The honses of many families were rendered an«afo to 
remain in for the night, while others had fallen in bodily on 
the furnituro and bslongings of the occupants, sovoral others 
being completely wrecked. 

It is fortttuale that in all cases the inmates had time to 
vacate tho honsos before they foil, though in some inslanco 
there wore some very narrow escapes. In nearly all the fami- 
lies the children were absent from thoir homos, watching tho 
llohurrnm procession. Had tho shock occurred at night it 
would have been a most disastrous aifaic to many, and loss of 
life must hare occurred. 

The Church and Institute have both received dama'^o, 
and opposito tho station tho road was cracked badly, and is 
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A E0KOPB1'* Lidt Drowvep 
Ifc TTfts here that we 6rst heard the sad news from Shfl 
long Every one who koow him wiU ]oin in lamenting the 
terrible death ot Mr McCabe, Inspector General of Police 
We also heard of the death ol Mrs Bell, aBuropeaa lady of 
the station, who was drowned xn the lake So far as I know 
these wore the only Laropeans who were killed, bat news u 
very scarce, as the road \s breached in many places and till we 
passed only three natives had bean able to get down Fears 
are entertained that if the road from Sylhct is also closed 
there will be a great scarcity of provisions in Shillong before 
comranrucation can be established I believe the town of 
Shi long >9 03 great a wreck as Ganbati, and that all the Gov 
eroujeat biildiugs and private booses have been destroyed 

The newly constructed bridges, all of the Assam Bengal 
Bailwav, ha' 0 , 1 believe, aUfalloQ, and iho upraense amount 
of labour which has been spent on thorn m tho last two years 
IS lost 

At each statvCQ at which we called Europeans and Natives 
crowded on board to hear and give the sews, for telegrapl lo 
commaoication was cat oS everywhere and no one knew what 
bad happened at other sfatioos 

Mant Assasiesb Drown bd 

Bolow Gauhati oa the north, the Brahmaputra burst it* 
banks and large nnrabers of Assamese have been drowned 

Passing down tie river wo sow the banks had boon crack- 
ed in every direction, and that great masses had already fallen 
into the ri'or High landslips, too, uro to bo aeon everywhere 
on 1 e hills At Goalpsra we found the samo sla'e things , 
the 8ub divisional btircRlow J as completely fallen, ac id a l&tgo 
part of Iho bazar 1 as been 'tctnally swallowed up i 
D' Viis nearly mas lad a. comliB/y}. Ti'A , 
mani of 0 o Lunealows ond a part of the bnzar h Jd,e fallen 
The roads are »o split up with cracks as to bo almoAl, t iroyos 

tiblo J he re jseno largo crack which opens into tX e nrer» 
and I Hard /oars expressed that it may lead the I\ ulnua 
lutiamlo the towu 
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Till WB rcaoliad Dbnbri ire beard colblug from be* 
low, and ware uncertain ivbetber it was possible to reach 
Calcutta or indeed, if Catcatta still existed. But there wo 
found that though the JaUrapur-Kauma hue was closed, we 
could get through by Qoalnndo 

At Rowmari I learnt from enquiries that Tara, the 
headquarters of the Gato Hills district, was completely 
wrecheJ, and like Shillong was cut off by breaks in the road. 

It IS impossible to estimate as yet fully the results of the 
catastrophe, hut it must pat a senons check on what all 
hoped would, under our new Ohtaf Comnussioaer, be on era of 
unexampled progress 

ESCAPE OP BEHAR 

Prom corapanson with the accounts of the earthquake 
which you are pablishing the shock in Debar was hut slightly 
felt lu a few places at MozaSerpur the masonry in some of 
the laiguT buildings has been cracked and damaged, and a few 
ramshackle direlUugs m the nativo quarter came down But 
there IS ucthiug approaching the geocral derastation reported 
fiom south of tlte Ganges Neither were there any of the 
portents that appeared m Monghyr and Jamalpur. 

arrah 

The shock of Saturday’s earthquake was felt here rery 
strongly The time was a liltJe after 5 30 p M (Railway 
time). I was sitting in a chair working and all of a sudden 
felt as if I had beou Bei7“d by an acute fit of vertigo Mj 
chair and the ground appeared to be heaving and swaying 
violsutly. I shouted to a puntawalla outside to ask whether 
ho felt anything Ho appeared to be thunderstruck I then 
noticed that the open doors of au almira were swinging back- 
wards and forwards as though I was at sea I then lost no 
timo in running out of the house into the garden, where I 
could scarcely keep ray feet Bird cages m the verandah 
were swiogiug violoatl/ The waves appeared to ha 
from north to soutn The dantion was about three minutes. 
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Cracks Trero afterwards obserrod in the walls of mj bouse 
The soosation felt at the time and long afterwards was that o£ 
Violent sea sickness I have heard that a rumbling was hoard 
here but did not hear it mysolf JI 7 danghlors, out driving, 
felt nothing I observed that dogs appeared to be 
mneb alarmed and distressed daring the continnance of 
tho earthquake Plasters foil from the walls and ceilmgs in 
considerable quantity 


RAMPUR BOALTA 

At 5 p M , on Saturday, Bampnr Boalia was practi- 
cally destroyed by the worst shock of earthquake ever 
experienced by any resident Tho shock lasted for 
four minutes or more Only two of all tho two storey- 
ed houses in tho bazar remain those of Bhnbon Baba 
and Taiun Baba The bazars were blocked by the masses of 
masonry and timber which had tallen into them Tho only 
two bouses of Europeans which have escaped destrnction are 
Dr. rfreiich Mullen’s and the Bengal Silk Co ’s house, at 
Motibar factory, occupied by Ur Weston The other two silk 
factones near Boalia, Kajia, and Siroil are much damaged 
Kajla IS almost destroyed The managers of theso two fee 
tones, Messrs Walton and Douglas, respectively, are, with 
their wives, with Mr Weston at Motibar The other houseless 
residents have arranged temporary shelter 

Seven natives wore killed on tho spot and ono has since 
died in hospital Of the factories m tho neighhourhood, only 
Katlamari, Mancha, and Lakbanhati are returned as being m 
good order Some Surdahs among them have suffered very 

severely Tho Barakoti is m rams Telegraphic commnnication 
was mtermpted by the shock and from Saturday until Tnes- 

day evening wo received no letters or newspapers 

Both Malda and Borhampur have suffered sovoroly and 
.ov«.l hvo, lost „t oooh pUce r,a» Nolloro o„a 
Pol ..o co«o lolo. o( d«„lor. and t„„ bndgos oa the EDS 
todwaj ar. gooo It wdl take for tho tow„ to recover 

IathoaccoaatoIlho=arll.,„aUmCaIenlta,voreaa of tho 
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houses lli&t aro fallen Hero \ro lalk of tlio houses lhat ro 
main Two cbnra on tho river have disappeared 

JALPAIGURI 

A Tory eovere oarlhquako took place horo at about 5 
p M , on Sunday Tho earth awayed violently for, I suppose, 
about iivo minutes I boltcvo all tho pucca bungalows m tho 
district arc mote or less seriously injured — J R 


00111I0TI0^ ON THE PUDDA 
Sara E B S B, Juno 17 — In support of the report of 
tho Oommaudor of tho R S N Co 's S S Bengal, I have to 
state that tho riTor hero ^tho Padda) was m a great state of 
commotion during tho wholo time tho shocLs lasted, and lU 
fact for a few minutes after Tho wholo surface was agitated 
and appeared m a boiling condtiioo, while in tho shallower 
part waves of mod and sand were shot up some two and threo 
feet The Railway flats and steamers moored hero were also 
rooked rioleotly to and fro Tho most peculiar part was 
that after tho commotion had subsided it was noticed that 
soreral small sand chars bad ootiroly disappeared I presumo 
they had been shaken fiat and washed away by tho shock. 
Tho earth waves wero felt hero with torrifio force and 
appeared to run from east to west Tho Bcnal bridge on tho 
bi B S Railway, but 15 miles from hero, was completely bent 
out of shape Packages and mails being sent up as far as 
Pnrbutipur have to bo transhipped I enclose my card 

MOHIMA {NIQRITING) 

On Saturday wo cxporioncod up hero one of tho most 
aaful shocks of earthquake that has occurred m tho memory 
of the oldest Assamese I am seeding you a sutcinct ac 
count of it 


PAMTOBA 

A very sototo and appallmg earthquake occurred Loro at 
4 21 1 M to day (Saturday) , no doubt it must baTO been ci* 
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penenced thronglioTit TTpp9r Aasam if not in tlia wlioTe pro- 
vince, and in a greater part of North Ea-st Bengal The 
motion seemed from sooth west to north oast The disturhanca 
lasted nine minutes, and though 1 ran onfc of the bungalow I 
could scarcely keep my feet on lerra firmut for the way I rock- 
ed and reeled 

During the phenomenon I noticed a horse fall heavily on 
to broad side, and several cattle anSered m a like manner 
The hngo tea home hare fthe only masonry slrnctnre) was 
expected to be teen in dtlapidaliOD, bat it stood the quaking 
like a brick — I shonld say like one inch The water in the 
ponds was worked np into wavelets and leveUed every reed 
that could be seen above its surface 

Everybody about stood amazed while from every direc- 
fjoa A 1 B 18 dornses of tie Hindo prayer “Bam Jlazo, Sita Ban?, 
Sita Bam Bam Bam ' 1 am happy that the information up 
to tune IS that there Ims been no damage. 


DINAJPUR 

The effects of the earthquake ihrooghont the Purneali, 
Eatihar, and Dioajpur districts have been most disastrons 
The shocks were most violoot, oansiog siclnoss m some ca>es 
they lasted for folly throe minnles Glass was thrown down 
from dining room whatnots, and the walls of my house are 
all cracked At Purneah houses have entirely Collapsed as also 
at Dinapur, whore every pncca house and building n moro or 
loss da.naged, and somo entirely thrown down Among tho 
housot of the European commanity those of the District 
Superintendent of Fohco and the Judge are very severely 
damaged In tho latter, a portion of tho upper floor has come 
down, and tho lower walls ato so cracked as to render tho 
houso nmubabilablo Tho Rajban has come down and al- 
together the devastation ii nUrming and deplorable I have 
heard of one death only — that of a woman At Purneah, 
among others, Mr Shillingford's houso has fallen The 
railway on tho Boulhora soction has bean a victim tho 
line and bndgei for mil »,-aro yory serioualy damaged and 
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trslBc htis been interrupted. Tin onl/ bridge that appears to 
bo serioasly damaged is tlie Atrni bridge, at 1‘25 miles. The 
railna; bas, however, managed to keep open commooicatious 
throQghont ibis section. 

AN ADVENIURODS RIDB. 

Mr. G. Henneasj, of Mttihapar, ^loldah, had an nnnsaa] 
experience after the earthquake, and as the story o£ his ride 
down from the hills has boon exaggerated, we are glad to bo 
able to give an aathen&io accoani of the exploit. Mr. 
Hennessy was in the Darjiling mail with the Hon. Mr. 
0. 0. Stevens and a number of other passengers when Iho 
earthquake occurred.. On reaching Siligurj, it was found 
that all ttafEo was stopped, aad at 11 A.M., next morning, pas* 
sengere were informed that they word to bo taken back to- 
Darjiling. 

"We prefer to give the account of Mr, Hennessy’e advent* 
nreinhisown words, a e told to onr correspondent. As the 
eacthqaako had been a severe one, said Mr. Hennessy, I deter* 
mined to push on at all costs. It was reported, however, 
that the earth was cracked all over, that most of the bridges 
were broken, and that it would bo impossible for carts to go. 
While I was making these enquiries, my pyce came up and 
said that Susan, a Waler polo pony of mine, on her way from 
Darjiling, had airived. This decided me, and mounling her, 
armed with a small flask of braody.flfly gruns of gninine, and 
four seers or so of oats for the mare, 1 started to do tho 140 
miles or so to Mauihati. Tho heat was something to remember, 
but 1 rode steadily on from 3 p. ii , until 9 P. M , and from 5 
A u. nntil 11 A.M., when 1 arrived at a station on a branch lino 
of the E. B. S. Railway. _ ' 

When I found that, aUhongb the lino bad boon dama'red, 
trains were still running to Manihari, and as I was just in 
time to catch the only train of the day, I got into it and or« 
pived at my destination very little later than my felJoiv p&s« 
eengers arrived in Darjiling. I rubbed the mare down every 
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fifteen miles, and gave her a dnnk and a feed, and jogged on 
agam My own food consisted of five small plantains and a 
glass of brandy and water for dinner, and two plantains and a 
cup of milk for breakfast The mare did about 85 miles lu 
from 25 to 26 hours, aud although bathed in perspiration the 
whole time, was not much distressed, and would, 1 am sure, 
hare done the whole distance, if necessary, 140 miles, in 50 
hours I am glad to say that my house is not seriously 
damaged, although the station of Maldah itself is wrecked 
Tou ought to bare seen some of the faces when I said good* 
bye before setting out to nde 140 miles on one horse orer a 
country I had never seen, and which was reported to be im« 
passable. 

{The Englishman, Wednesday, June 21, 1897.) 

EFFECTS ON CALCUTTA 

DAMAGE ESTDIATBO AT A ORORC OF RUPEES. 

It is impossible to form ony accurate idea of the loss m- 
rolved in the damage to property in Calcutta, but one estim- 
ate puts it down at a croreof rupees Almost every house 
ID the town will have to be repaired, while not a few must he 
entirely rebuilt One large owner of houses, it is said, will 
have to spend some three lakhs to set his properly in 
order The Government Telegraphs have suffered eiteosive- 
■ ly throughout the area of the disaster, and the break- 
down has boon the more eeverely felt as the volume of 
business owing to tho earthquake has been enormously 
increased. Oommumcatioa with Assam has been partially 
repaired, and through messages aro now being received 
over the lines, but it will toko many days yet before the 
damage is entirely repaired Boporls still reach us from all 

sides of the damage in Colcutto, and it will only be possible 
eventnally to form a superficial idea of tho gravity and er- 
tent of the duaster 

SI Join -1 Qirii- Sohool inUppor Circnlar linad hni inf- 
Iitta to B ooai.dorablo oitsnt. Tia „iolo ot tio lonti ond 
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o£ the upper flat has collapsed, and Will Iiaro to be rebuilt. 
Luokily the children were not xn at the time The building la 
fissured all over and cannot possibly be used for some time 
to come The place is deserted 

The ofSces of the QoTernment Eotlway Police arc ter- 
ribly shaLeu The frontage of the large structoro has been 
Tery badly fissured, and will bare to be palled down and re- 
built The other portions of the house also bear signs of 
the Beventy ef the ehoch 

The Fuddoopooker ibano 13 badly damaged, the south 
portion of the upper flat ocenpted by Inspector Peterson, 
having fallen in No one was injured. 

Driving from Chowringht into Municipal Office Street, 
the first house to the right, the office o! tho Municipal Pogi- 
neer, shows signs of being severely damaged The whole of 
the west wing has collapsed The offices have been tempo- 
rarily removed to the ground floor of the Town H all Pro- 
ceeding a little farther, the Headquarters of tho Presidency 
Volanteer Bifle BaialUon is seen to be in a bad way. The 
walls ID one place have parted The Orderly Boom and the 
Armoury are severely damaged Sergeant Major Brooks, who 
resides at the Headquarters, was out when the disaster 
occurred 

Superintendent Bohertson, of the Calcutta Police, yes- 
terday vacated his premises, adjoining the Bow Bazar thana, 
which have been badly damaged. 

The several Companies cf the Qloucestershire Regiment, 
who occupied the Dalhouaie barracks in Port William, and 
had to vacate and go under canvas on account of the 
damages done to the building, have been shifted into 
other vacant quarters The men were encamped on their 
parade ground, which gob so mandated during the recent 
heavy rams that their removal was considered necessary. 

The Jewish Synagogue has not suiferod very much by 
the recent shock The east side of it, towards the steeple, has 
had a few cracks here and there, bat not much to speak of, 
Tho Armenian Church and the Parochial buildings adjoining, 
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however, have fared hadly. The west side of the sacred 
odiSce, jasl behind the gallery, has been very severely fissur- 
ed, the walla in some places giving way The choir who gen- 
erally occnpy the gallery on Saudaya, were not allowed to do 
so at the services yesterday, as it was not considered safe 
The other parts of the baildiog were intact The cast and 
west wings of the Parochial Honse have been badly damaged, 
and it 13 feared will bare to be rebuilt The priests were 
in their several rooms when the shock oecnrred, and all ran 
out The tombs around the church have been much shaken. 
The Armenian Church of St John’s at Chiosnrah has been 
very badly damaged The steeple has come down, and the 
Parochial buildings are a mass of rums It is customary for 
one of the priests to visit Chiosarah every Sunday to take the 
services there, but yesterday no one west, as the Parochial 
House had collapsed. 


THE NATIVE QUARTE*!. 

It fs difficult to say how far the native quarter of OaV 
cutla has suffered Tlte SlaUman says that tho damages 
done lu Barra Bazar is not very great. Being almost 
ontnely a JJarwari quarter, there is no chance of 
seeing lu what condition the inside of the honses are, and 
it IS a well known fact that a Mafwan will risk hvm" in a 
honse till almost dajlight is seen Ihrongh Tho honse of 
Munoor Dass Johur Mull in BurtolUh is, however, so badly 
damaged all over that he has considered it wise to vacate the 
place With his family Another large house m a lane along- 
side u m a bad condition, aodtho inmates have cleared out 
bag and baggage A largo portion to the south oast of tho 
four storeyed house of Barman Dass Jumna Dass has collaps- 
ed, and IS being dismantled Another house m Sew Thakur’s 
lane has partially collapsed, nod a portiou of one in Rhnp 
Baba’s Lane has cooo down A portion of a two-storeyed 
house 10 Cross Street (Su»ap«tty) Ml dnrmg tho shock, and 
« being dismantled Tho place known as the ram-gambling 
uen has stood the shock very well. 
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Tiafc erbry hoaso has been more or lesa gliftlceo, and 
GOTCral badly cracked, goes witbont saying, bat there has 
been no complete demolition, and certainly no Joss of life. 
Chitpur Street is one of the main arteries of the nfitive 
town, and not many hon<es have been damaged hero. 
The Sobha Bazaar Ha^baH, in Raja Kobo KUsen’s Street, 
seems to have been badly »liakcu ~-80 mncli eo that 
portions of the baildiDg, tvbicfa has long since been 
partitioned among different membors of the family, \rill hare 
to be dismantled. An upper floor between the residences of 
Maharaja Sir Norendro Krishna and Raja Benoy Krishna, 
Bahadurs, has come down bodily, breaking a portion of tlio 
balustrade. The interior of tho different Rajbaris forming 
the immense building known as tbe Sobhu Bazaar Rajbari 
bas been badly damaged, and in most cases will need exola- 
sire repairs. In Cornwallis Street portions of 'two honses 
belonging to Maharaja Onrga Oharan Law hare come down, 
and will hare to bd rebatU. The rerandab of tbe adjoining 
hou«e has come down altogether leaving the pillars stand* 
ing in a very dangerons position. Portions of Nos. 8 and 13 
hare also tumbled down, and will need rebuilding. Sham 
Bazar Street seams to bare suffered most in the native sec- 
tion, as every third or fourth House has toppled over. 


ARRIVALS FROM DARJILING. 

Tbe Hon. Ur. C. G. Stereos and two other first-class 
passengers arrived from Darjiling oa Saturday by the mail 
train at 4-15. Several others arrived yesterday by mail train 
at 2 P. M, No fixed time can yet be given for tho arrival of 
the DarjiUug mail train at Sealdah. 


INFORMATION WANTED. 

Mr. Oldham, Officialiog Director, Geological Survey, 
who is in Simla, informs us that a report ou the earthquake 
is being propau^ in his Department, and invites tbe public 
to send him obsorvationa. Ho asks that specihl attention 
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however, have fared badly The west side of the sacred 
edifice, jast beliiud the gallery, has beea very severely fissnr- 
ed, the walls m some places giving way The choir who gen- 
erally occupy the gallery on Sandavs, were not allowed to do 
so at the services yesterday, as it was not considered safe 
The other parts of the building were intact The east and 
west wings of the Parochial House have been badly damaged, 
and it IS feared will have to be rebuilt The priests were 
in their sovoral rooms when the shock ocenrred, and all ran 
ont The tombs around the chnrch have been much shaken 
Ihe Armenian Church of St John's at Ohinsurah has been 
very badly damaged The steeple has come down, and the 
Parochial buildings are a mass of rums It is customary for 
one of the priests to visit Chinsnrah every Sunday to take the 
services there, but yesterday no one went, as the Parochial 
Uonae had collapsed 


THE NATIVE QUARTBH 

It IS difficult to say bow far the native quarter of 0 a!< 
cuita has suffered The Statetman says that tbo damages 
done m Burra Bazar is not very great Being almost 
octiicly a Marwan quarter, there is no chance of 
seeing in what condition the inside of tho houses are, and 
it IS a well known fact that a Uarwari will risk living in a 
house till almost daylight is seen through The house of 
htauoor D&ss Johut UuU m BarloUah 18, however, so badly 
damaged all over that he has coostderod it wise to vacate the 
place With bis family Another large house lu a lane along 
Side IS m a bad condition, and the inmates hare cleared ont 
bag and baggage A largo portion to the south east of the 
four storeyed house of Barman Doss Jumna Dass has collaps- 
ed, and IS being djimanWed Aa^hoe lioaso ta S<j<v TAalurV 
Lane has partially collapsed, and n portion of one m Rhnp 
Babu’s Lane has come down A portion of a two-storeyed 
hott.B m Cross Stroot (Sa'opullj) tell dotmg the shock, ooil 
IS being dismanlled Tbo plnco kaoitn as the ram gamUing 
deo has stood the shook ropy sroll 
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That ev6ry house has hoen more or less shakoo, and 
BQTeral badlj cracked, goes wiilioot ssying, but ibero has 
been no complete demoUtion, and certninlj no loss of lifo 
Chitpur Street is oue of the mam arteries of the noiiTe 
town, aod not many hoii<es hare been damaged hero. 
The Soblia Bazaar Hajabart, in Itn^a Nobo Kissen’s Street, 
seems to have been badly sbakou— so mneh so that 
portions of the bailding, which has long since been 
partitioned among diSeront members of the family, will hare 
to be dismantled An tipper floor between the residences of 
hlaharaja Sir Korendro Ensfana and Baja Bonoy Ensbna, 
Bahadurs, has como down bodily, breaking a portion of the 
balustrade The interior of tho different Uajbans forming 
the immense boildiog Vnown as the Sobba Bazaar Bajban 
has been badly damaged, and in most oases will need exola> 
Ewe repairs In Oornwallis Street portions of 'two houses 
belonging to Maharaja Darga Oharan Law bare come down, 
and will hare to be rebuilt The reraudah of the adjoining 
house bas come down altogether leaviog tbo pillars stand- 
sag in a -very dangerous position Portions of Bos 3 and 13 
hare also iambled down and will need robuilding Sham 
Bazar Street seems to have snlFered most >□ the native sec- 
tion, es every third or fourth hone© bas toppled over. 


ARRIVALS FROM DARJILING 
The Hon Mr 0 C Stevens and two other first class 
passengers arrived from Darjiling on Saturday by the mail 
tram at 4 15 Several others arrived yesterday by mail train 
at 2 F u Ko fixed time can yet be given for tho arrival of 
the Darjiliog mail tram at Scaldah 


INFORMATION 'WANTED 
Mr Oldham, Officiating Director, Geological SnrTCy, 
who 18 in Simla, informs u8 that a report on the earthquake 
18 being prepi^d ID his Department, and invites the public 
to send ^ita observations He asks that special aUention 
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The soBtli side ot Hi© h>Il lior© seems to tavo beea 
less affecled than any side of llio kliud , neitlior has the 
Club, winch 18 built ot wood, the Ijicuttnanl Governor's 
I on8e, or tlio ( hurcli suffered The Roman Catliolic Churdb, 
however, ha«, to a very great extent been injured, and somo 
lioiises on tea gardens btlovf have been seriously damaged. 
The staliou at Tiudana was reported to have gone down the 
klmd, this js an exaggeration, hot it is considerably damaged. 

The icro trkablo foaturo of the carthquaho is that oar 
Darjiling liiioof rail has not suffered, and runs the oven 
toi or of its way, bringing ns what little con'olalion it can 
in the way ot news from Siliguri only And it has also been 
proMdontial ttial the wire to Calcutta bas given ns soma little 
iiikltiigof the condition of tlio<© who were in Calcutta when 
this unprecedented earthquake look place, for it seem* to 
bo the worst ever cl rosicled in (ho Lutory ot our great 
capital 


ANOTBER ACCOUNT. 

Darjiling, Juno 14 

There is such a feohag ot suppressed excitement stdl lu 
Darjiling Telegrams and rumours are Qjiog fast, and wo, not 
knowing the worst, are ifnagmiog all possible ills Crowds 
ot people have msliod down to the plains, and many have had 
to return, as they find they could got no farther than SHiguri 
for four or five days at least So we find ourselves cut off 
from any means of escape, and from mails, newspapers, etc 
Urcent telegrams are crowding into the Telegraph Office 
so thick and fast that an ordinary one will not bo sent at 
nil Since the great earthquake on Saturday evening we have 
been having continual shocks and tremors up to the present 
(Monday evening), as if mothorearth, once having asserted 
her authority, could not sgain quietly subiide Oh 1 Saturday 
evening was truly awful. The great shock lasted three mm- 
titcs, but itwas Ibe longest three minutes imaginablo We 
were siltiug m the drawing-room so quietly just after tea when 
the bang banging ot the windows, accompanied by a violent 
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Shaking fend tho Irembling o£ overytlibg, logdlhet thti 
Bwaying of the fum iture oad ptnameots of the room, an* 
nounced something nnnstial. 

“Ohl” wo exclaimed, “it is an earthquake, an earthqdako.'* 
With a dazed feeling wo made out way to tho garden, en- 
countering the others hastening down the stairs. (The hoasd 
meanwhile was rocking like a ehip at sea and the gronnd 
hearing. There in the garden wa stood Clinging on to the 
fence, watching the chimneys toppling. A roar went np from 
the bazar, which was crowded on account of tho people gather^ 
log for the hig Sunday market. Just below ns tho Hohamedans 
continned their mad dancing procession, it being their 
Hohorrum. And weird enough It all seemed. It was a long 
time heforo we could ascertain how much damage was donei. 
One exclaimed, “ Oh 1 look, Woodland’s chtmnoys hare 
tumbled 1'’ and another “Oh, Ohl look at Craigmount.’* 
Again we got the news that Annandale House bad fal!ea> 
That soon prored true, as the refugees came seeking sholtec 
with ns. “OoUiugridge," tho Maharaja of Kuoh Behar’s bean^ 
tiful residence, was nninbabitable. We* were deputed to 
send the telegrams for the wholo housebold to friends in 
diSerent parts of the plains. The Mall and tho roads were 
thronged with people on ponies, in dandies, or walking and 
all with the same dazed faces, disoassiBg the saute oxciting 
theme. From scraps ot conversation we caught, there had 
been a regular panic ou the Mall, ladies fainted, etc. Every- 
where we could see fallen or toppling chimneys and cracked 
houses. The odour of medicines from the chemists’ shops 
proclaimed a largo number of broken bottles within. The 
TeIegrapIv‘Offico was crowded with people sending messagesj 
and the Telegraph Clerk did not seem at all displeased at his 

unusnal harvest. 

Many of the houses in DarpHng ate useless until rebuilt, 
and many of course are only just fearfully cracked. Caro' 
line Villa is one of these. Every room in the house is 
cracked. Tho chimney fell throngh tho roof into one of the 
lady’a bedrooms. It is truly appalling, the dSTastation of 
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tlioie lilllo three miautes. Criugraoatit, llio resjJenco of Mr 
R Laidlaw, is & wreck. Two children r^cro nlono m tL« 
houao when the ihakiBg hegan, one, the yoaDgc*t, lying on 
tho bed With great prosoiico of mud the other curried let 
down the stairs, being hit l»j a (ftlliog brick on the way In * 
very few tniuntci that bid was filled with bricks and mortar, 
and a groat beam wa^ lying on the stairs Sleep has been an 
impossible thing the last niclit or two People are erer 
watching and ready for another great shock 

Ry way of eiihrening tho situation during the 
continued shock*, we regaUd onr*eKes with stories of all 
tbe awful earthquakof, Lisbon, Charletlon, etc, and ahm 
those failed wo eien had rcconrso to tho last days of Pompeii 
To complete the consternation, cows is coniiog in of almost the 
destrnclion of Calcalla ho donbt reports are highly ex 
aggerated, bat at host they are appalling And we who hare 
our iitllo all there are watting for farther nows, breathlei* 
with lasponse All the snrrrounding ten plantetions hare 
sofiered greatly Rioomfield no rain, and &oom (2Ir hash's 
estate) is totally destroyed Tukvaar and many others are 
badly isyared It is marrellons that nil the pooj le hare es 
caped the people of Soom are withont shelter. 


PARTICULARS FROM SHILLONG 

ANOTHER LISBON 

Yesterday (Sunday) I Wired yon the bare facts as soon 
as it was declared probable that foot messengers could reach 
Gauhati Those sent on Sooday and Monday c^rlv only re 
turned to day, ktating that llireo miles of the road «ns gone, 
and that it was impossibleto |roceed Now wo hope that by 
some indirect route our messei^rs liavo been able to carry 
tho news of the duastcr to the outer world All telegrajihiC 
commuuicatiou hero is cal off 

The eatlbqaako is aneqaajlod for sorority in the know* 
ledgo or expo lence of anyone here It occurred at 4 15 r M 
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on Safetirday, tlie 12th inslint mlhoat warning or forecast of 
any kind. The first terrific shook began and contiuned for 
three or foar mluates with unabated riolence. The earth 
was like one vast piece of raachmery in motion, so violent 
and rognlar was the aclion* In the space of two seconds 
every bnilding was levelled with the ^ ground. From a 
centra] point of view, tho writer saw the boantifal church 
and all the honses on tho same Hoe razed to the ground, 
only a cloud of red dnst remaining. The sensation ez« 
perienced is indescrlhablo. The scene was licart^rending 
— children screaming, invalids being dragged from their 
houses, people harrying wildly to and fro, all intent on 
finding or learning the fatoof those dear to them. Riders, 
who had gone out in the district, come scnrrjing back from 
the danger they had enconnterod to face still greater horrors 
in the station. Two ladies who wero driving in the neigh- 
honrhood of the lake know not how they escaped in safely, 
the horses roaring and pUnging, the roadway* yawning In 
(great fissures and falling away on either side. The lake rosa 
np like a mountaiu, aud then totally disappeared, leaving 
only a swamp of red mad. 

'While it would be impossible to exaggerate the aw* 
fnlness of the calamity, yet the loss of lifo is comparatively 
small. The hoar of the o*tastrophe was a fortunate one. 
Children were, for the most part, out of doors, as also were 
the ladies. 

With feelings of iutoose pain 1 write the few details 
known of the sad deaths which have occurred. That of 
Mr. McCabe’s will be received with feelings of widespread 
regret. He had, for some little time past, been suffering 
from neuralgia, aud exhausted with the pain had retired to 
bed. There at 4-30 p si , on the eventfal afternoon, Mrs. Mc- 
Cabe left him quietly sToeping, and when she hastily returned 
from tho drive upon which she had just started, and com* 
municated the fact of her husband’s position, many friends' 
went quickly to the lesoiie, only to find their worse fears real* 
iied. Death, it is believed, was instantaneous. The re* 
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laalfls woro apocdlly extricated, but life was totally extinct 
So tragically has passed away oao highly esteemed public-, 
ly and privately, and the sad oveut has cast a great 
gloom over all. The second death is that of Ur. Bossenrodei 
of Upper Shillong. Uis daughter, Mrs. Hudson, left him 
alive and well at 3*30 1 ? SI. in his own house. We only now 
haow that the house is levelled with the ground, and that all 
eoaroh for the body has, so far, been unsuccessful. The, 
house is a large one, and it is not koowu in which room tho 
mifoitunate gentleman was at the time. 

Tbe loss of native life is not yet known. Over a 
hundred men were at work m the Oovernmeot printing press 
when it coIlap*ed, and few havo escaped. The Gurkha 
Regiment, who are doing splendid work, at once directed 
their oSorts to the resono of the suilorors. A few woro 
extricated alive, and somo shockingly mutilated. The 
regiment, officers and men worked night and day until 
they felt it useless to erpoct life, and more important work 
was wanted of them. 

To*day (tho 14th) the work is resumed, but I have not 
yet heard the result. At present I write these details seat- 
ed on the shattered remains of my voiaudah,— dirt and con- 
fusions on all sides. Torrents of rain aro falling, and the 
continuation of shocks obliges oao every few minutes to 
Vacate even this wretched shelter. 

As already stated io my wire, Government House has 
shared tho fate of the meanest beildiag, and is lovollod with 
the dust. The Obief and Urs. Gotion aro sheltered in a tent 
the ground, whore also many tents have boon erected for 
the residents at tbe Government llouse side of the station. 
Many pthers are accommodated in the natiso market and 
in the native cricket pavilion, which, strangely enough, has 
escaped unhurt. Tents arc also pitched in tho cricket ground 
while people ate thankful for any hut, stable or coaoh-housa 
which by good lock has been spared. 

General, Mrs. and Hiss Hammond havo fonnd BhoUor in 
tWi liltlo riclsluw boMo. Itj. ma Mi.! Uamnumd wot« 
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botli ia bed lufforing from fever, T»hon the calamity happen* 
od. Both marralloojly escaped almost nshort. 

Heavy rain is falling coatinaonsTyf All are bearing their 
troablds and losses as cheerfaliy as possible. Food sopplfes 
conlmao fairly good, and fatnino prioos are gladly paid. Tho 
bazar is totally levelled, and the large stores of Qolam Hyder, 
dtmnatoolah, and others ore oompletoly buried. We are so 
far chiefly indebted to the comperativo stores for tinned pro* 
visions. 

All thanks are dae to Messrs. Partridge and WakcBeid, 
vvho have goneronsly allowed all those stores and stocks to ho 
freely taken or given for the benefit of the sufferers Stables, 
Tvith a few ezooptions, are ectirely destroyed, ponies, and 
horses are, therefore, all in tho opon— wet grass their chief 
food. 

Up to 5<50 p. u., shocks continue at short intervals, bnh 
farther disaster is not anticipated. 

We hear that Jowai and Oborra are razed to tho grounds 
with great loss of life. 

Mr. A. Walker, Darjiling, writes to say that CoroUno 
Villa should not be included among tbe houses that have 
been either dcmolbhed or rendered aolnhabitablQ. 


KATIHAR. 

Oonsiderable damago has been 'caused by carihqoako. 
The railway line and bridges have boon damaged, and mail 
and passengers are being transhipped and convoyed by 
trollies. Tbe arrangements for their safety made by the 
railway officials are perfect. All houses have been 
ea(a€ Aaw caihps&I. 

The shock in the Purneah district was tremendous, and 
I made out the direction S. E. to N. W. At first I thought 
it came from tho W. The orchid pot in my verandah wont as 
above, swinging tremendously. Thon at tho latter ond of tho 
shock it seemed to ho W, B. to S. W., but the first direction 
I was certain of. A verandah thatched roof near which I was 
standing vibrated vertically four nunutes, and I thought 
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woaU oomo Aowa with the reel of tho hoaso, hat we got off 
with some craokg io OTory room. The groand cracked ia 
many places, chiefly along tho banks of nallahs with unsoand 
ioll oat of which water and sand came. The sand was of a 
hlaish gtoy colour ia all the places I have seen it. And I 
am told somo uatWcs drank it aad pronounced it “ good 
water they look on tho earthquake as a had om en and 
their reason for drinking the water was to appease the rage 
of tho evil one “ KalU.’* I hope we hare seen the last of 
this kind of enrtlqoakB. I haro norer erporienccd anything 
like this one, thongh I well remembor 1885 and 18SS. The 
Pnrnoah station is greatly damaged. Soreral families hare 
had to qnit ; some honaes are total wrecks, srhile others may 
or may not stand. X mention the water point as some one in 
yonr paper wondered if it was hot or cold. No loss of life in 
this part« 


lUNSSAT, E. B. S. RAILWAY. 

We had an earthqnake hero on the 12th at 5 e u., which 
lasted fire minates, and there baTC been seseral lesser ones 
since. The one of the T2tb was Tcry sev ere, and has done 
a great deal of damage. It started with a slight qniter 
which soon increased tu intensity ti]} the honsos and trees 
began to rock and trees in the forests knock up against each 
other as if a riolent storm was blowing. The oscillation was, 
BO great that a foot of water in a reserroir 4J feet deep was 
thrown ont. Many people lay down the “ lajiahs” (it being 
Mohnrrnm day) which were being carried, as they were 
knocked down and broken, and one of the men died 
of fright. Several bridges on the E B, S. Railway between 
Parbattipnr and Kahtn baTo cracked and sank and necea- 
sitated tho stoppage of traffic, a passenger in consequence 
ajiQg to ride from SiUgnri to Eatihar, which distance he 
did in 1.. hoars. Some o! the houses at Katihar are cracked 
and a portion of a three-storeyed house, belonging to the 
loc.lBan,.„lu.hTO,bmltb,He3,«. Bara .ad Oo„ .a®,' 
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years back, I think, has come ^own. In the civil station thoro 
svas groat consternation among Iho European commnnity, at 
most of tho pncca two and throe-storeyed honges hayo suffer- 
ed badly. In one the roof has come down in ono of tho 
rooms, in another the sonthcm waU has gone, and all, if not 
nearly all, are badly damaged, some being passed as danger- 
ous. Most of the families are living in smaller houses, Tthilo 
these repairs aro done, and if the native prediction that 
there will be a worse one on Saturday comes true, I do not 
know what will happen to the majority of Louses. In tho 
factories, the damage has not been so severe : the roof of ono 
house is badly craotced, so badly as to necessitate its being 
takeu down, and most of the pncca houses are cracked. Ono 
«Id gentleman I have just heard of had a very narrow escape. 
He had just left his desk when the wall of the office room 
came down. Great ffssures have talea place on the banks of 
tho streams, and in many places tho earth for many yards has 
sunk into the water. Cattle were in o great fright, and 
walking straight was an nttcr impossibility. Pnrnoah has 
never been visited with so severe a shock in the memory of 
the oldest iobabitaot. 

PURNEAH. 

The proverbial '* oldest inhabitant” in Pnrneah does not 
xemember either personally or traditionally such an exhibi- 
tion of seismic force as occurred over the District at abont 
5 r. M, on the afternoon of Saturday, tho 12th instant, a 
day that will belong remembered now for the ffve minutes 
-of ertromo tensiou that all had to go through. The earlh- 
•quaho shocks began suddenly with rumbling subterranean 
noises accompanied by slight tremors which iocrcmed every 
moment in intensity until tho crust of tho earth seemed to 
juiup beneath the feet, and a standing attitudo was main- 
tained with difScnlty. People out of doors mostly sat down 
-or lay flat on tho ground, some liolding on to bushes, others 
grasping tho short gross in their oodeav onra to steady them- 
selves. It was iiiis fchorl space of time daring which the oscil- 
lations were intensifying that allowed many people to rush 
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oat o! tliGir crnmUing hooses nad thm sate tlie& lives 
TtbrailOQS lasted Irom foor to fire miQates and tho direction 
of the seumic ware seemed opproiunateljf from K E to S 
W , as indicated bj the violent swinging motion of banging 
lamps and cbandobers and tbe stoppage of pendnlnm clocks 
facing these directions SoTcral slight shocks were felt 
■snbseqnently dnnng the night nnd the next morning engea 
denng an anoasj feoling at being indoors At tbo maxunnn 
of seismic commotion the waters of tbe nters were dashed 
high np the banks and tbo fishes leaped into the air at this 
unprecedented experience Nnmerons cracks m tbe earth in 
all directions hare ocenrrea thronghont the districti wpecialJj 


in the neigbbonrhood of rivers, and throngh some of thess 
fissures, sand nnd water have been shaken up to the surface to 
a height considerably above tbo water level The damage 
done has be“n sonous and extensive thongb, so far as it ts 
known at present, to bves have been lost A. well kaowu 
resident of Pnrneah aloUon writes — " Tho whole of Par* 
neah has suffered , not a house has escaped Fortunately 
no lives lost Mrs Shilhngfords Mrs Downing Si and 
Mrs WiUiams houses are tbo worst and will have to ba 
rebuilt from foundation to top The ground has cracked in 
many places and the Roman Cathobc Chapel (built m the 
seventies) is in rums Every house u more or less unsafe now 
and how we shall pull through the rains is a question we can' 
not answer” Families have had to turn out into tents and 
thatched houses, no good houses being available at thii 
inclement season of the year Several of the old pucca firm 
houses in Purneah city have abo tumbled down and the three 
etoiejed mansion of tho Saibganj has partially collapsed The 
R line has been damaged m places and telegraphic 
Eatihar and Darjiling are 

About5 5i^t\n^*‘^ t 

rambling no»e 
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ScTious damngo is done to the bnildlngs of the local 
zemindars. The four-sloreyed palatial residence Bahu 
Chackeulal Roy is in ruins. The house is nearly as hig as 
tlie General Post Office in‘Ca1caitn. The faro’da PrD«ad 
Tn«titatioa building and Paha Lalit Mohan Roy’s largo houso 
euftered inuch. The ihoclcs were from E. to W« 


WAVES ON THE BRAHMAPDTRA. 

Dibrugarh, Juno 13 — At about 5 30 r. u. on the 12lh 
instant, niatlior unpleasant carthqualco shock was felt here, 
which was considered a lery unnsoal occurronco for the time 
of year. It came on quite suddenly, and lasted in oil about 
a minute and-adialf, beginning with an oscillating motion 
and increasing to a steady swing ns if a succession of wares 
wore passing undorueath. Trees began to rock about iu an 
alarming manner, and waves woro formed on theriroria 
front of thestatiou and on the Brahmaputra. The motion 
appeared to come from west to east. No dairago was done 
to bmldiogs, due no doubt to the (act that the motion was 
regular and entirely free from shock. The natives attribute 
it to t' 6 Mohurrum festival which was going on at tho limei 
and look upon it probably as a recognition of their piety. 
Many poople here, who have experienced earthquakes, say 
that they have never knowu one to last for so long a period. 

SAFETY OF-THEHUGHL! BRIDGE. 

The monsoon has burst here almost simultaneously with 
the earthquake. This has reduced onr positions to a most piti- 
able one. The Chinsurrah barracks which are now being occu- 
pied by the Hughli comfa and are daily the busy' haunts of 
hundreds of people have been rendered quite unsafe. The por- 
tion occupied by the Divisional Commissioner has been partly 
levelled with tbe ground. The Disirict Judge is sitting almost 
in a fibower.baih amid clamps of bamboos set np to prop the 
roof. The verandahs in the south and west of bis room have 
all given way. The removal of the courts has cost us nearly a 
lakh of rupees and the Government engineer thinks that 
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pinnacles ta^e lia3 to be taben down HappxJy no one was 
hurt ' 

GHOOil 

The sLocl. was severelj felt at Ghoom The honse of Her 
Mr Leeuaniass of rmns In the hoys’ hedrooto the wall 
has fallen in and the bed was smashed to the gronnd In 
the girls’ bedroom, the bed was partly baried Had the 
disaster occurred at night there would have been no hope 
for four of the cTiiIdren The adjoining house rccupied ly 
Mrs West appears to have escaped But Mrs West says that 
the earth cracked opeu where she was standing outside 

the house. — 

dAliPAlGURI 

As I see you have no information yet regarding the 
earthquake at this place, yon may perhaps be interested with 
what ocenrred here There was a very severe sho ck commenc* 
mg at 5 8 P u , and 'lasting two minutes The directieo 
appeared to be from west to east The new club, a masonry 
bnildiog, was cracked in eeveial places The other homes 
in tho station being mostly bnilt of wood with mat walls 
were not injnred thongh dariog the shock they oscillated 
violently Xu the district however, the tea garden bungalows 
of Bamcherra Jattrapore, Naga on, Hyapatha, Bullabari, 
Baintbarri, Tnuhari* Ramaodanga, Teudn, and Bcutgnri, 
eulfered more or less severely, somo having come down badly 
Beverul Sssares have opened in the ground both at Jalpaignn 
nnd ID the district, and lu oue place the banks of a river 
closed and for some time the water ran over on either side 
Many wells silted up, and in some places water was forced up 
tho Bssnres ic the earth I«o serious d amage was done to any 
oi the public baildmgs , tb© oscillation was very severe add 
it was extremely difficult to keep ono’s feet while it lasted , 
several shocks have occurred since, some times three and four 
in a day This morning at about 9 18 there was a very distinct 
and fairly severe one wbicli only lasted Sve seconds or so 

The weather looks tbreatemng and tbe almosihere u cloi 
and oppressive 
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MTJtKSSt^GH 

At 5*10 PM, on Ilia 12lh jn«taiit a IreincnJoui rnrllt* 
qnako was felt bore A railway guard at tba station bad tbe 
preseuco of mind to time tba sboolw, wl icb lasted one minnin 
and a half Ihere is a dilTerouco of opinion ns to tbo direc- 
tion taken by tbo wave Out of about 150 pucca honscs in tho 
town and its neij,!ihoarliood, only two stood tlio sbock , r r , 
tbe Town Hull and tbo Oistrwt llagislrato's lionso Only 
a portion of the Jfagistrate's und Collector's culcberios is 
Btanding The Judge’s Court and oQicos aro in ruins A 
low rambling eoand was tbo first warning received of tbo 
coming disaitor, and those who had experienced tho slock 
of 183o or heard of it wero not slow xo quitting their booses 
Tbo mother of one of tho pleaders was killed, it is enpj) 08 Bd 
xno’'e bj frii,bt lha i in jaiy from tbo falling boaso A few 
, others were buriedi but qaivkly nneartbed by tbo police and 
coolies blr^ Palit tbo Barrister, bad a very narrow escape 
with bu wife and child They wore in thoir lomowhen it 
came down Itapjears that whou the portion they wero it 
bogaa to como down, they ran to tbo other side, and when 
that tottered they rasbed back to the rums of the first spot. 
Both Mr and Mrs Falit were slightly injured by falling 
plasters and bricks It Will be amusing to know that the 
District Judge IS living in his stables, Mr and Mrs Palit in 
a Railway cacriago, tbe District Superintendent of Police 
and hi3 assistants in tbe Police linos, and most of the other 
European officials and non officials in touts, kitchens, and 
stables The railway hue has been damaged very badly for 
about 23 miles and a tram is not expected to run from 
ilymensingh for another fortnight Uofuesi! reports show 
serious damage la all parts of the district, and tbe quantity 
of stinking sand and matter which has oozcd from the fissures 
has in many places damaged tho youtig c rop Some of these 
cracks are 25 feet m breadth The subsidence of land near 
rivers and kfaals has damaged and rendered useless many huts 
Bud Louses which stood tbe violence of the shock The 
most complete weteks are tho Raja’s Palace, and tbe two 
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chnrclies Two or three sliocks ere felt hero dailj, the Iasi 
being at 6-30 this morning 


NACALTA 

I have jnst read an account of the reported disappcoracca 
of several villages along the nver Jamaiia, andl am glad to 
eaj that this IS pare imagination Certainly we had averj 
severe shock on the 12th io«tani at 5 30 F u , which lasted 
f-om five to an minntes The houses in this quarter, consisting 
chiefly of mat walla and thatched roofs, there was not much 
danger The impulse, however, to run out was dominant, and 
nearly everyone I think, followed this impnl<o Mohunganji) 
an old Indigo factory, with a cutcha roof, had suffered very 
badly There are large gaps in the walls, and the place will 
require a good deal of repainog The residents of the factory 
Lave sought {shelter with friends til[ the repairs are finiibod 
Koloss of life to my knowledge Las occurred owing to tiu 
catastrophe, wiihio a radius of fifteen miles The water in tha 
river and tank at the time was very boisterous A very du 
tiDct rumbling sound was beard to the north east after tha 
earthquake for fully ten minutes Everyone at the time of 
the noise was greatly alarmed, us the impression was that it 
was on us again, but gradually the noise grow fainter ana we 
were satisfied that the earthquake was leaving us Ko no»e» 
however, was heard before the earthquake came , if there 
was any sound it was not noticed by anyone 


FESTIVITIES AT MDRSHIDABAD POSTPOKED. 

His Highness the Kawab Bahadur of Murshidabad had 
arranged to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee, by prayer at the 
city Musjid for the long life, happiness and prosperity of Her 
llajftsty the Empress, a dinner to the European ladies and 
gentlemen of the district, illumination of and fireworks at the 
palaco, feeding the poor and lie inauguration of a 
Doctor m connection with the local charilablc hor 
dispvnsary But the earthquake has so severely dar^* 

Haco and the other SUta baildmg,. that it has 
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dMorgsniseS the pregranjme. Tie palace h not aafc cfiongb 
for the reception o{ visitors, and His Highness will conse- 
qnontly have to postpone the dinner party, the illnminalions 
and fironorks to a folnro date. 

OASUALTY AT DINAJPUR. 

The effects of tho earthquake aro being seriously felt 
hero. The Judge’s hoaso is id roins, that of the District 
Snperinlendeat of Police has totally collapsed, the Magis- 
trate’s honse is much damaged and also the Hajbari. Dvorj 
house is more or less damaged, in one house seven women 
were injured, and one has ainco died. Railway communica- 
tion was only stopped for a short time and is now reopened. 


(TXr Englishman, Thursday, yunt 24, 3897.) 


AN OFFICIAL SURVEYOR WANTED. 

Calcutta is still in the hands of the surveyors and buil- 
ders. Many an old landmark has vanished, while houses in all 
directloQS ore, is the words of the song, "closed for altera- 
tions and Tepaira." Among oihere, the work on to the Lall 
Bazar Police OfQce has been begun, whilo an army of work- 
men L busily engaged all over the city, pulling down or 
building up. The former process is in many cases most 
dangerous. A part of the comer house of Garstin’s Place 
that is being dismantled looks as if it would certainly collapse, 
carrying the workmen with it. In other places, there 
can be little doubt that tho repairs are being hurried, not to 
say scamped. Our attention has been drawn to more 
than one house where deep fissures have been filled in 
loosely with broken bricks and surki. In a few days it will 


be impossible to tell where the cracks are, especially if the 
;waUs get a rub of whitewash. It is hardly nocosaary to em- 
f^slsQ the iniquity of these operations, but nufortnnaiely 
kVe seems to be oo official supervision. 

While engaged on tho repairs at No. 41, Wellesley Street, 
the houses damaged by the earthquake, three masons 

\\ 
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einco died 

The hnildiDg occnpicd a$ a tbana tn Wnlcrloo 
1 tiTios been declared to bo oji'afo, UitottrIi the damage enj- 
tamed by the ehock, was Tacnted on Tno«day ln«pector 

Crengnn and his staff of policemen romOTcd to Ko 9 GoTern- 

monrPlaco, North, where the Umna i* at premiit located 

The Ice Factory m Nnrcol Unga has escaped damagi, bat 
the qaartors of Mr A T Power, en^,^.eer m charge, situated 
in Iho factoty grounds, suffered so much that ho has been 
forced to remove The Poman Catholic Chapel and tho Ce- 
melery situated m bortbern Ciicnlar Road lave escaped 
inpiry of any kmd Not so macb as tbo plaster ou the chapel 
walls has been broken. 

THE SHOCK IN CACHAR 

REPOUTRD LOSS OF MFF 
At 5 15 P u I OQ Saturday last, Ibo I2lh instant, Caebar 
was visited by a sorero cirtbqcaVe, which lasted aboat four 
minutes It began nilb a slight shaViug, which increased 
in intensity until the vibration was so great as to cause 
feelings of nausea 

Mr Trotman*8 bungalow and Mr Mor’ey’s havo nearly 
collapsed, the former beyond repair The Bazar Gbit las 
chasms of soma feet in width, nod hot springs of sulphurous 
water are bubbling up Any number of n'atiro house* are 
razed to tbe ground The bouso that suffered most was the 
bungalow occupied by the ladies of the Welsh Mission jd 
Sdebar A large brick column about two feet m diameter in 
the west end of their veraudali came down with a crash, 
emashiDg everything in its fall Tbe wholo of tbe walls are 
cracked and split {"Om fioor to ceiling Luckily the ladies 
had time to escape. 

Tho Surma Valley Light Horse Headquarters also 
suffered Being situated on a small bill outside cantonments, 
it felt the whole shock, and every wall is split from top to 
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bottom Tho Sergeant Major a had a rcrj' narrow escape. 
Sbe was sitting at a tablo soniDg when ibo trembling began 
and had jast timo to roach iha ooraudah when a largo almiro, 
fell forward from tho wall and amathctl tho table at which 
iho had heon sitting Tho romarkabla fact about the whole 
shock IS that largo articles tncU as hcavj book caiest 
almirahs, zaama stands, oto., fell forward with a crosbi 
whilo liglitcr ornaments, saeb as tosos, lamps, etc , simply 
slipped along a fow inches 

In tho nntiro tanks, which aro new pretty full, the 
wa*or rushed from side to tide until it rose m a ware ten 
feet high Waih stand basins full of water wero shaken 
until the basin was complotoly empty, water being thrown 
from SIX foot away On tho ritrerwnros wore soon that took 
one’s memory back to the Bay of Biscay. Tho bod of the 
rirer upbeaTod and toado a sight that scared the natiro mind 
Two boats wero sunk hero, and tho riror rciaained rough for 
at least half an hour afterwards 

A report has just reached mo (hat a largo house has 
fallen m o busii noar boro and inot nine natiros are killed, 
but this is not yol confirmed The shocks wero ropoaled in a 
milder form at 10 15 r ii and 1 15 & H , on Sunday morning 
I hoar a great rush was mado to send off tolegrams, boa'* 
sad to rolato iho posts and wiros had also sulTorod, and tho 
would bo seuders wont homo lamoaliug 

Of course, (hero nro httlo (hiogs that make one smile 
whan it IS all OTOr A numbor of Mauipuri mistrios woro at 
work on u largo bungalow m the station, and wbon tho shock 
began they wore bewildered They hung to tho rafters like 
monkeys, hut m a minuto ot so tbero was a stampede When 
thoy found thomsolres ou tho ground they stood looking 
up in tho sky for tho cause of Uio trouble The sopoys of 
tho 17th B I woro very scusiblo in thoir ideas Thoy bolted 
out of Ihoir houses and spread thomsolves out ou all fours, 
looking like so many monsoon frogs waiting for the ram 
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The direction of the roll appeared to bo from 8onth*ca»fc 
to notth-we«t Most of the large articles fell either towards 
north or south , if with their backs against a north wall they 
fell south, or vice verth 

Nine miles out of the staljon the roads were split up in 
all directions The rirer seemed to stay its progress for a 
second or so, and then it Bowed on. 

Anotiieb'Accoum 

Sunday, June 13—1 find that the wires are still 
blocked Bo I forward some pariicojan by post regarding 
the damage done The shock came abont 5'20 P si , and 
though it might seem longer through the excitement of 
the moment, the severe shock which did the damage did 
not last over fifty seconds There were tremblings and slight 
waves for some time after, and at 1>20 s m on Sunday 
zuonung we had a slight shock, bat the damage was done 
by the severe oae of Saturday eveouig. 

The principal damage done la the station of Silchar is 
the front of the lady tnissionary’e bouse having fallen ont 
and the bungalow of Captain Waller, steamer agent, the walls 
of which are cracked all over, the arches broken, and much 
personal property destroyed Not a bungalow in the station of 
bilchar has escaped, and m the tea distnet the damage to 
buildings and machinery is serious At Hathecherra the bund 
holding the water supply for the turbine working the tea 
machinery of the garden burst , the Inrbino, wo hear, is des- 
troyed together with the machinery Luckily no hves were lost 
Many tea gardens near Silchar bavo snstained severe lo<8 and 
no doubt when telegraphic commumcatioa is restored wo shall 
hear of much more 

The steamer companies have had their property at tome 
stations entirely destroyed, renchagan 3 ,the cold weather head 
quarters of the company, being exceedingly unfortunate The 
offices have entirely disappeared, the land on which they arc 
Irailt ha-nag labjidod, aad oae of Ho laig,, ^oa godowm hai 
bonk several feet into the earth. 
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SERIOUS REPORT FROM BYLHUi'. 

'The district of Sjlhfit has suffered very severely. Sjtheb 
Town is partially destroyed, and there is serious loss of life. 
At Fenchuganj, the house of Oaptaiil Walkdr waS swallowed 
up, and many native houses h&ve gone into the tiver. It is 
the same at Kariniganj. At Monanliikh the saw mills have 
heen swept away. 

Hatticherra Tea Estate has been badly damaged. Tbo 
large datn and turbine moved bodily away, releasing a store 
of water twenty feet high, which look everything before it. 
Uoloo has suffered in a less degree. 

At Nemotha, the sanithriutn for Cachar, n hill oyer 4,000 
feet 'above tbe sea level, the house of Mr. Carnac, District 
Superintendent of Police, has been shaken to tho ground. 
Every bungalow is shaken. Tho cbnreh wnl} is craclced> and 
there is an opening la the ground in the bazar. 

THE SHOOK IN EDGE BEHAR. 

NARROW ESCAPE OF THE MAHARAJA. 

A correspondent of tho Darjiling Standard, writing fronl 
Knch Behar on 13th June, says W© bad such an experiencO 
here yesterday as I believe no one has ever bad ia India be. 
fore, and I hope none will evBr have again. The Mohnrrum 
was at its height and all tbo tazzias wore in tbe palace ground, 
the weather was Sne, and happily all the people were ontside 
when in three minutes there was bat one pucka bouse left 
stabding in Ench Bebar> and tbe roads and fields were all 
great gaps with water spouting out. I am not very easily 
moved, but I confess I was this time, I had just loft the palace 
and was driving homo when snddonfy everything shoo^ and 
a big two-storeyed bouse 50 feet in front of me collapsed. The 
road was cut into gteat gaps, and it looked as if we should 
do Korah Dathan and Co. When it stopped, I turned round 
Qud drove back to the palace and found it a ruin. Tho Maha* 
taja and many others escaped as bj a miracle ; but two men 
wore killed (wo may bear of more). I then drove home and 
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foand ray hoaie a min So for I believe only seven men are 
killed, entirely owing to everyone lioing out to see the Mohur 
rum ■With every house inruina, it ts impossible to say if 
this is all but I think it may be , all houses savo one which I's 
too dangerous to work on, have been examined and it is not 
good sacrificing more men for an idea, for if there aro more 
iQ that house they are dead We hear that t«o of tho 
mofussil culchernes and pucca schools and many bridges 
are gone Railway and postal coramumcations are stopped 
Practically all that has been dona m this State in the 
■way of buildings and pucca bridges for the last 15 years, 
has been swept away in three minutes I have seen two 
fairly bad earthquakes m Dacca and the effects of a bad one 
IH Bogta and Sherpur, but I never saw anything like tins 
The fissures in the earth from most of which water came out, 
made the bulk of tho people believe that the lait day had 
come 1 do not think much damage will be done to crops 
Dast close to the fissures, where the bubbling water carried 
much sand, there wiU be a little damage aud the oarthquale 
has raised the water level everywhero but this, I liope, will 
go down in a day or two, and if it does there will be no 
great harm dona Tho motion was a very short, quick un. 
dulation giving a pucca house no clinnce Last night I slept 
lu the Ohurcb, which is a thatched bungalow and escaped 
in coniequcnce Mach of oar property is gone, but tho 
Maharaja’s losses are enormous He h 4 d practically built 
houses for all his chief oIBcors and cutclierrios at all sub 
divisions, but one aud all are gone The palace is beyond 
repair, bub I hope most of the furniture may yet bo saved 
Still the loss 18 ecoraous,and its suddeaness makes it all the 
more crushing 

The Maharaja will go to Darjihug with the boys as soon 
as ho can travel He has nowhere to live hero (nor have any 
of us, for that matter) and is in a single room witli his throe 
sons , tutors and aides de camp la auotlier Tho Durbar is of 
course an impossibility , nowhere to hold it, and evoiy pice 
18 xeqmrod io make good the damages 
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FIFTEEN DEATHS AT RUNGPUR 
TI>o honoo oF the Coileelor of Rangpar ib gone, as ^voll as 
the pucca houses and catchenes m the station Wo had a 
hid time here altogether — fiJteon people killed All our Jubi- 
lee preparations come to nothing The entire European com- 
jnnnitj of the station now housed in the grass dik bunga- 
low, one room to each family 

(77if £nglixkman, TrtJajtyune 25, 1697 ) 

THE UADRASAH COLLEGE AND ITS 
NEIGHBODRHOOD 

This part of the city ftbouuds with traces of the violenco 
of the earthquake From a distance the broken steejilo 
of the Free Church arrests the eye Mr H Stark, who 
IS at present m charge of the Madrasah, and who lires just 
opposite the church, from bis upper Torandah watched the 
steeple roclmg to and fro The shaft of masonry, ckar-cut 
against the blue sky, rocked violently, then a crackling sound, 
and some fifteen feet of masonry danced over the tower 16 
was a weird sight Then came renewed shocks, and the 
steeple top came to the ground with a crash The street was 
crowded with people who had rushed from their houses. 
Wellesley Square was thronged As soon as the quaking Bub- 
sided, Mr Stark hastened to the Madrasah to find out how 
the bidding had fared The ground floor had escaped 
prachtally unhurt, but tho upper storey, which is used as a 
boarding house for mofussil students, has hceu much shaken 
Every' orchis broken, serious gaps bavo been made, and tho 
Grecian porch on the south has had to he deprived of its 
pediment, as this ornament bad been thrown out of position. 
Tho Executive Engineer has forbidden tho upper floor to be 
occupied till tho repairs are completed It was fortunate that 
the students wore at their owu homes in consequence of the 
midsummer vacation An application lias been made for per- 
mission to lodge tho boarders, when tho College reopens in 
the Elliott Hostel This building, as well as Dr Ilarulo's and 
Mr. Stark’s hoases, hare not boon injnrcd In Wellesley 
Street the following bouses Imvo suffered considerably — 
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Kob 12, 51, 47, 46, 75, and 77 No 75, the ro^tstored olfice of 
the Eurasian and Anglo-Indian Association, is a complete 
wreck, and St Saviour’s Church (S P. G ) at the corner of 
the Square has sustained several cracks 


THE EXPERIENCE OP SOUTH STLHET 
South Sjlhet, Jane 14 — Tha Diamond Jnbilea year 
In Sonth Sylhet ib likely to leave anything but pleasant* 
reminiscences behind it, except, perhaps, one of thank- 
fnlnesB that, so far, there hat been no great loss of life 
in what might have been an appalling tragedy At 
6*20 P a , local time, on Saturday, without any warning, 
there was the most violent earthquake that has over 
been m the memory of the oldest inhabitants The writer of 
inis has had conversation with the oldest inhabitants, and 
they aver that the one of 1869 was child’s play to it. 
The season all through has been an nna«ual one, but there 
were no indications pointing to an upheaval. The sky 
was orercast, and shortly before it had been raising 
heavily. Almost immediately after the shock was overt 
it began to dnzsle again, and the temperature was modern 
ate at the time, 82° in the shade In nearly all our 
former earthquakes, their approach was signalled by a load, 
Tumbhng noise, but m this instance there was no snch 
sign, and the first indication was a most serious up* 
heaval, which scarcdly permitted one to remain on their 
legs , in fact, walking or rnonmg was oat of the qa«btion, 
unless one held one’s arms out like a balancing pole on a 
trapeze, and the violence of the shock was so great 
that hnge trees were bent almost to the ground and 
seemed as if suddenly struck by a very severe squall The 
duration of the shock was close on three minutes , and the 
wave seemed to travel from o northerly to a southerly 
direction, perhaps north westerly to sonth easterly or near- 
ly that The amount of damage done is, of course, great- 
ly exaggerated by native report, but still it is enor- 
mous Opposite Uortmga Factory, tho Doloi nyer backed up 
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and overflowed its banks with a regular roar, and great gaps 
or CsBures opened out all over tho country. At 21nnsbi 
Bazar the biweekly b^t was going on, and the consternation 
may be more easily imagined than described. Tho unfortanato 
natives tried to Qji bat were mot by hogo fiaiuros opening in 
front of them, from which dost very much liko fine charcoal 
was emitted in clouds. Tho train {Assam^Bengal) was der- 
railed near Karimganj, and ono ballast train near Tolagaon 
bad only tho engine and a few tracks loft on tbo lino, tho rest 
Bnbsiding into tho paddy fields below, tba embankments 
having parted and left a fissuro underneath. Disasters, all 
more or less scrions, are reported on all sides, but tbe only 
casein which there is any aatbeatic information is tho case 
of Ali Omjid Khan's, the largest zemindar in South Sylbet. 
Jt being tho hloburrum time thero was a largo gathering at 
the place for religtous exercises, amounting, it is said, to 
200 people. Tbe building being a pncca one, it was, of 
course, inevitable, if anything happened to it, that thero 
should be disaster, and rumour has it, foundod on very 
good authority, that somo ten people are sorionsly injured, 
and three fatally. Tho batldiog is a complete wreck. The 
first rumour was that Ali Omjid Sabib was buried in tho 
ruins, but this turns out to be false as be is safe ; and, as he 
is a great farourite, there was a feeling of relief when tho 
news became known. The interrnption to tbe Assam^Bengal 
is serious, and the district in tbo moantiiuo is cut off from 
the outer world, and thero have beou no mails for three days. 
Burtber particulars will follow whoa antbentio information 
comes in. 

StmVn S^VertA., SuttB YJ,— Tyuring ynsVerSay, ns no 
shocks of earthquake were felt, wo woro beginning to 
get our confidence restored when last ni ght wo had four 
shocks again, two between 12 and one in tbo morning, 
very sharp and quick. Sad talos of ruin drop in, and tho 
station of Sylhet itself seems to hare suffered more oren 
than the worst parts of the districts. Details are mostly native 
pomour^ as no diks have boon delivered since tho 12th. It 13 



a scandal to the district Where can the np mails of the 13th 
he all this lime ? When the earthquake took place the mails 
had got this far, and the letters of the next daj doe from 
Calcntta must hare been between Goalnndo and Cband 
and ought at once to hate been sent on by despatch steamer 

to Monomukh, Fenchnganj and Silchar, bntno oao seems to 
know anything about whose business it ii to make any ar- 
rangement*, and np to dale the only dak run is the empty 
farce of carrying the mail hags from the Sbamshernagar Post 
0£Ece to the railway station, and back again There ought 
to bo some fat in tho firo somewhere, and it is hoped that 
the Chief Commissioner, who is on the warpath to improve 
his Province, will make a start with tho postal anthontiis. 
All last week’s home letters are lying at the various stations 
on the Assam Bengal Railway, and doubtless many friends 
at home will ha anxious when they receive no letters nnlesa 
those out here have foresight enough to wire via Bombay, 
and it 18 even donhtfnl if those wires would catch tho mail> 
as it was only yesterday that tolegraphio communication was 
restored ml Sylhet, altbongh by paying for a press message 
at ordinary rates, I did manages to get a wire through to the 
Englishman by tlio railway wires Up to now, tho line is not 
ctear, only urgent messages being accepted, and it will take a 
day or two to work np arrears, but just imagine yon in Cal- 
cutta bcin" cut oE from tho outer world for sii days, and the 
postal aothorities making no show Only one thing prevents 
enmo in tho shapo of matslauglitor being porpetrated, and 
that 18 tho dilGcnlty of gelling at llio heads of tho depart- 
ment If manslaughter were committed, tho Deputy Com- 
missioner says he would lot tho porpotrator down 
easy From one end of Uio district to tho otlior, it is 
extraordinary how severely some places snEorod, and others 
quite closo got oE li^tly Taking tho South Sylhcl district 
as tho (tirthiHl eoat1i\in tho snbdivision, it would appear 
as if the Dcmision I^mon Lad beoa on tho crest of a 
wave, or nearly si, and Kalighat, still nearer tho centre, if 
not tho actual, for travclli^ farther, north, tho damage was 
fail decreasing, and at llham^Ea and Jageherra it was ptac- 
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ticallj ml, bat after leaving Jageherra it again began to 
iiicrea»e in force, ilydelne and ilortinga being in the 
centre, i?bilo Shamshernagar, a little farther north, practical* 
ly escaped £nnnyhatli and Langla, going on in the samo 
northerly direction, began to feel it considerably, the centre of 
Ihn wave occamng at Clevedon or thereabouts Proceeding 
farther north, we come to Sylbet station itself, which mast 
havo been m another centre, os the bnngalows and entchemes 
nro all more or less injured or wrecled, and tho jail a rnin. 
It IS feared that there is a hio death roll Since writing the 
above, there was another smart shock at 3 p u Sioce then 
heavy ram has fallen, and the air seems cleared a bit, and it 
IS to ho devoutly hoped that this u the last shale for some 
time Tho sky has during the last week had the most extra- 
ordinary appearance I ever remember— grand, awe inspinng, 
oud picturesi^ue , the varied tints of blue being a dutinctive 
feature, from tho palest azuro, in the foreground, to what one 
might call aa electric or metallic blue m the background 

AZIMOANJ. 

A soTcro shock was felt here this (Saturday) evening at 
about 5 P « The wave passed from cast to west It lasted for 
about three minutes, causing several buildings ond temples 
to fail A greater part of the towu is in ruins There havo 
been several shocking deaths hero l^ino dead bodies of men 
women and clnldron havo already been extricated from tho 
dtbrts Half an hour after the 6rst shock another slight 
shock wa« foU A low rnnibliog noise w occasionally heard 
from under the ground The people are panic stnclen, and 
many have been rendered bomoless The fine Jam temple of 
the late Ttai Dhunpat Smgb, Bahadur, worth about a lakh of 
rupees is down The damage to property on tho other side of 
the river 18 also groat It was dnzzhog whoa ths first shock 
was felt Tho roof of the local railway slation office has given 
way, damaging the telegraphic apparatus 

SLRAMPOR 

All the houses hero were damaged Tho College house 
was very much injured Mr Craven’s house was so badly 
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injarod thal ta wm obliged to rciaoTe on tis $ 8 S 2 e Drghl* 
Tbo old Danith chnrcb has been greatly damaged Two men of 
the Serampur Mills tvera horli and one man from Bbadressar 
to tOTerely that he died after bis hrriTal in the bospital> 


UINE DEATHS AT BOfiRA. 

The deslmclive earthquake which passed over Bengal on 
the 12th of June was fell at Bogra at ahoafc 6 10 p 51 , and last- 
ed for about three minntes It came 00 with a low rnmbhng 
noise, and began wito a mild shock at first The buildings 
and trees began to sway and a ebout of panic arose— Hindus 
shouting “ Hanbol I Hanbol I *’ and Mussalmans ' Alla | 
Alla I “ Almost aM tbe public buildings in tbe station 
hare been either unroofed or severely craeied and / 
damaged The District Magistrate's reiidesce is a mass of 
rums, and the Magistrate and his family narrowly escaped, 
I7awab Abdul Sobhan Obowdbury’s residence has abo been 
totally wrecked Tbe District Magistrate’s cutcherry le 
reduced to ruins, having for the most part been unroofed. 
The Circuit House has been similarly damaged. The Pnhlio 
Library has beeu .demolished Almost all the pucca houses 
in the bazar and the town have either been completely smash- 
ed or severely damaged After the earthquake a noise re 
sembhng the sound of distant cannonade was hoard to come 
from the oast, without, however, being accompanied or fol- 
lowed by any shock The rumbling noise at the be^n- 
ning seemed to come from the north, hut the groued 
swayed from east to west Not only pncca houses bat 
houses with mud walls were severely damaged The 
p^Iagistrate, the District Superintendent of Police, and tho 
eitrao?'”^^® holding Sessions at Bogra at the time— Lave 
quite clo?P®^*®^ *0 shelter m tents The district was cut 
as tho furthiJ®*^® nPmalion for three days, no daks being 

as if tho Deii'^ilon Divirgraphio commanicatiou was diffioul t 

wave, or nearly so, and Knlj,b® eignalled for over 24 hours, 
not the actual, for travclhiife fltcd up to the present momeut m 
fast decreasing, and at Bharaop^^ At Jaipur hat a brother and 
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ft nephew, ngc3 70 and fiye, respectiTely, of the Deputy Collec- 
tor in charge of the Government Estates were crashed to death 
by Hho roof falling upon them. The persona who have 
died are mostly children, aged from three to five years. The 
distress of the people who have been deprived of their booses 
cannot be overstated. Large fissures hare appeared on 
the surface of the earth in many places on the banks of the 
Koroloya, and sand and water have issued out of them in 
large qaantities. Repoits have come from a place called 
Jamlrbtria to the effect that the ground has sunk in many 
places, while the beds of the Korotoya have been raised up in 
others. At Fulbaria, fragments of stone of dark colour have 
bjen thrown up through crevices and holes in the ground, 
specimens of which have been seot up to the District Hagis- 
trato. The earthquake was foU with less violence at Sherput' 
2 tO loss of life being reported. In many places the smell of sul. 
phur was detected coming out of the fissures.Tho Magistrate 
of the district has beeahasy with the accommodation of the 
Collectorate Outcliery, and temporary sheds are being erected 
with all possible baste. The local Oovernment sobool was ex* 
nmlned by the Magistrate the other day, and granted n week's 
holiday ns the buildiag was bally crac%o !. The Civil Medical 
Officer's bouse partly collapsed, and Dr. V.L Watts is residing 
in his kitclieo. The only public buildings which have escaped 
without appreciable damage are the Post Office, theDistriot 
Board's Office, the Municipal Office, and the Zenana Hospital 
i' -the last having baeu erected only a few months ago. Mr. 
Taylor, a Qovernmeut pensioner, is living in a gari, his house 
being smashed. 


BAMQOPALPUR. 

The shock of the I2cb was felt here most severely. It 
lasted five miuates, and every brick-built bouse was levelled. 
All the grand costly famiture of flai Jogandra Eeshoro Bax 
Bahadur’s palace has been completely destroyed. A bearer of 
the palace has been killed by the falling in of a roof. The 
neighbouring villages of the palace were cracked, and land 



C 14S ) 

and witor issued from th« ground Tbo st-indiog crops of 
those Tillages are corored mth sand Gounpur, Kalipar, 
fiolockpur and Bhowampur aro lo the same condition. 

CHITTAGONG 

I have not seen any notice of the earthquake at Cliitta* 
gong on 12tb instant among the many sad descriptions 
you hare collected from other parts of India I vrss 
at the Agonea Tea Fstate at the tune, and at the moment 
of the occurence was occupied in paying the hands At 5 27 
T M , local time, there was a slight tremor, which gradually 
increased in intensity, and I thought it prudent to clear out 
of the lea house when the Piro lusnrauce buckets lu the loft 
orerhead shook out their contents ou my pay roll For three 
and a half minutes tho ground ewerved hearily from the aorili 
east to south-west The men (mostly Mussalmans) began to 
pray and tUo children to cry Tbo womoa remamcd perfectly 
stohed 

There was no rumbling sound, such as I remember 
io have been the tuvariblo accompaDimeut of tbe 
many earthquakes 1 bare erpenenced in Chill Tho 
shocks wore heavier thau I have known during 22 years' 
residence in Chittagong and longer than in any I have known 
elsowhero. Tho tanks wore Ttolently agitated I nolicod 
soino cows grazing in a field bolow, but they wore not in any 
way duturbed The crows, on tho other hand, were in a 
greatly agitated itato TUo earthquake brought down tho 
ram from tho leaden skies, which had been hanging over ns 
for hours 

No material damage was done. The cement floors were 
cracked, a cooho lino was injured, and tho wall ofapucca 
bnildiog split Tho oarlbqonko was pqnalJy sororo all over 
the dulnct, and it is fortunato thoro was no tidal wave in tho 
rivers or tho low lands would have been submerged. There 
was n slight shock again at midnight, and another at 1 r «. 
on tho I3th 

DAMAGE AT FLNCnUGANJ. 

The Btcamcr Co 's property at Fecchnganj has been dcs- 
Ixojtd The oCico was undcmined and sunk in tbo river. 
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Tho iron godowns li'^vo rannmg Ih^oagh them large fissures 
a foot \Mde) and on each side are heaps of sand and black, 
ovjl-smelltng mud thrown from the fissures during the 
shock Tlie main road from the ghat to the Sjlhet road is 
destroyed, an^ mnch damage done to surrounding tea gardens, 
lio dak has reached Silohar from Galcntta fora week Ihe 
steamers former]/ running the mads bj Gorernment cootiact 
haro again been emplo/ed b/ tho Postal authorities. 


DISTRESS IN SHILLONG 

FUNERAL OP UR UcCABE 

Shillong, Jane 17 

I am anxious to send some news to da/, but to write m 
any way conneotodly is impossible Discomforts are very 
great, and ihe heavy downfall of ram has increased these 
greatly This morning we are thankfal to have fair weather 
with a slight wind, which will enable ns to gel oar clothes 
dried All night long it rained bearily,— scch rains es 
have not boeu known m Shillong for years past,~andin 
addition, there was much thnnder and lighting Shocks were 
less frequent m the early part of the night, but at 1 f.m odo 
occurred which would have bceu consideied senons by those 
who had not suffered the terrible earthquake of the 12th in- 
stant Another equally bad took place at 4 4 H and lesser 
shocks continued almost every five minutes until C 80 4 u 

Little news has reached us from the onter world, and we 
long to hear that all are safe as we are Food supplies continue 
xhiriy ixjou’, doifi'eitrs artf emferi^iiinr fTb dopetfihr supplies 
from Qanhati, hat now all hopes are shattored, for we hear 
Gauhati also is levelled with ihe dost , fortunately, how 
over, without loss of European life Some native children 
only, wo hear, have suCared 

The body of ilr Bos-»eiirode, of Upper Shillong, was 
found on Tuesday last, buried in tho rums of his own boose 
and was bnriod the same evemng in the cemetery. Slack 
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Sympathy is felt for his daughter, Mrs Hudson, who is alone 
and safforing anxiety about her hnsband who had gone out 
into the district and has not yet been heard of The on^e 
beantiful cemetery IS in a ead state The fnneral of 
M Caba was a sad and norer to be forgotten sight It took 
place on the eremag of Sanday, the 13th instant 
In torrents of rain the monmfal procession of all who 
were able to attend boro the remains of their dear lost 
friend to his last resting place The broken down wall of the 
oemetery bad to be crossed by the mourners with their an! 
burden as bwfc they could The eervice was «aid by the 
Chaplain Mr Danes, and never was se-nce more solemnly 
impressire 

Jane 18 — The fair weather has been of short deration 
Ram again IS falling henrily and ramblmg shocks conifnne 
half hoarly and more or less frequently Bath tt are qoickly 
being erected , the soand of himmering is heard on all sides, 
and the ladies aad children, stilt lo the native market and 
cricket pavilion will be glad to escape to Bathos 

The exposure has been most trying bnt all so far hare 
borne np bravely All the tents availab lo have beer erected 
and thankfully accepted All attempts possible are being 
made to search for and recover missing property in the rums 
of the varions houses, but again heavy ram is a hindrance, 
and labour is scarco Famine prices continue CooUe labour 
If Rs 8 per diem grata Rs 20 a maund rice Bs 8 Bread is 
nnatlamable Little dour ts to bo had, and tms of biscaits aro 
nearly exhausted 

Telegraphic communication is still cut, hut a body of men 
have gone under Mr Hendorson’e supervision to attempt 
to repair the wires The dSk which should have arrived on 
the 13th has just reached ns, and that does not bearontUo 
present distressing stato of matters 

5-50 p >.-Comparaliv.Ij »I.sM .toclc. 5avo conlmari 
a«aa7,-a,Hio,Bch uiaa and lam Nam fp„„ Caloatta la 
aaiioailj looked for, but lofapaoae Las beoa recoivod. 
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WHY SILOHAR WAS NOT MORU DAUAGED 
Silcbar, Jano 21 

After a lapse of eight 3ay« onr firit batch of papers cams 
to hand yesterday, and as tnay he imagined -were eagerly . 
scanned for news of the recant terrible earthquake. On road* 
ing the telegrams from rarions stations we were somewhat 
surprised to see that the account sent from Silchar gave the 
duration of the shock os lasting thirty seconds only This is 
incorrect, the actual duration being about four minnles, 
thongh some of tha residents say dve and sir, whilo for some 
time after that a slight oscillation continued So far as we 
know at present only two liras were lost, but many had narrow 
©scapes, notably one lady seated at her dressing table, who 
moved away jnst in time, as a moment later a heavy almirah 
fell with a crash on to the table The Mission House, in which 
two ladies reside, was partly destroyed, the pillars supporting 
the front verandah collapsed, cansmg *hat part of the honso 
to fall Every bungalow is more or loss damaged and cracked, 
some of the walls showing big gaps, and of course the break- 
age to farnituro, glass, ole , was very great Rut in com- 
parison to other places not many miles distant we now con- 
sider that we were exceptionally fortunate hero lu not Buslain- 
ing mote loss, and attribute this chiefly to the fact of onr 
houses not being pncca, but built of bamboo, with wooden 
rafters and plaster walls They gave to the shock and swayed 
about like boats on the water 

Our own experience of the occarrenco was that in attempt- 
ing to rush across the room to the nearest exit it seemed 
like reeling up a lull The house appeared to be lifted bodily 
and came down slantwise and as though the floor came up to 
meet one ! My husband and I made an attempt to leave the 
house, but before we conld reach an outer door wore com- 
pelled to hold on to a projecting po«t for fully a minute to 
save ourselves from being thrown violently to the ground It 
was with difficulty we conld keep on onr feet At last we man- 
aged to get outside, where all was m great commotion , ser- 
vants were scrcauung, some lying down and others clinging to 
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fvcli otlior and banging on to llio n<*ar(‘<t *nb<lanlial ol>j«clj 
TIio ]io»oj >Tcro atarnping »bont la n temHid alote In Die ata> 
bio, dogi were howling, and m fact cTory beait and bird oeeia* 
c4 <0 higldj duapproro ot Iho iDtorrnptcii o! affairs, 

judging by iho none lliojr made On turning to the rircr (our 
bunf,alow being situated on th# banb) the »if,bt wni one that 
will long reniMn in out memory The water was in wares 
such as aro only scon in a hen j slonn at ico, with tins differ* 
cnce that quantities of earth wero tbrown up from fifteen to 
t sent; foct high, tbo a{i{Kiranca nflcrnar is tieing that of a 
nrer of mud The one topic of conversation the whole week 
has boon of tbo carthquaLc, and wo lioro all been waiting la 
great aiiiitly for nows of our fnonls in other parts, moro cs- 
pocinlly of tbo ui fortauato visitors to Shillong lint we could 
only wait, and wait la sitsponso, as wo have been cut off from 
all coomuDicatioo Not only was there no postal delivery for 
eight days, but thcro seems to bo an indofin to ending to the 
receipt of tetograms The telegraph O0ico has boen beseiged 
day and night with onxions persons writing mossagos, and 
atU ough our toUgramt have been accejilad for despatch aineo 
tho I4lb, we can got no replies to date. 

Soviral slight shocks of carthqnaVo hare been felt tho 
week through, one on Saturday uightlast boing onpleasautly 
noticeable, and wo ore all lu a stnlo of nerTous exc>t«.ment, 
fciring there are moro to follow, yet hoping that wo have 
seen tho last of so lorrible a calamity as that of tbo 12tb 
instant 


SOME DETAILS FROM SHILLONG 
Tho CommissionoT, Ur Cotton, und Mrs Cotton wore jnsl 
stepping into their carnage when tbo first shock was felt The 
poDies bolted luckily and only just got clear of tho fallinc* 
buldin? I have hoard of ooo case m which u smk woman 
was thrown out of tho window with tho couch sho was sleep- 
ing on Her life was thus saved Mr UcNaai^hton a newly 
joined subaltern, who svas very ill m bed, was earned out 
through the window o! bis house by Mias Beadon, whose 
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ta'igniGcoai plack in n most trying crisis has boon tbo gonorel 
subject oE con\eriatioa Tho water-works have been destroyed 
and 80 also the beautiful *' Ward'* lake At tiio lime of the 
first shock a Mr Ijlder, son of Captain Cldor, our oldest resi- 
dent, was rovTiug in tho lake Tho surging waters drove 
this boat on to Ihe dam, and with the aid of his bearer’s tar* 
ban young Mr Elder, a boy o( nineteen, was dragged to Iho 
shore, aud only just got away from the bridge ivhon tho dam 
burst The roar which followed is tho water rushed down 
the hills was heard two miles off Tho lovely grounds sur- 
rounding the lako, which were Sir William ^Nard’s special 
pride, are a hopolesa ruiu, and it will take many a year before 
they can bo restored to thoir former beanty 

Mr Q K W’atts, tho Executive Engineer of this district, 
and T)r Carroll, Civil Surgeon, arrived on the 15tb from 
Gauhati, having walked the distance 6S milei, in 30 hoars 
from time of stirtiog Very little damage, compafatively 
speaking, has been done to the tnain roid from Gaubnti to 
Nongpoh, which u the halfway resting place to Shillong 
and Mr. Watt*, whose oaorgy i» bovond praise, is, 
confident of having that portion of the road ready for 
cart traCfio in three days. From Nongpoh to Borgam, 
which IS eight miles from Shillong, tho roads and 
bridges have been badly knocked about, but this portion 
also Mr Watts counts on having open for traEo in ton days. 
The damage on the last eight miles is very serious, and prob- 
ably this poition will not bo righted for a couple of 
months Letters are now carried from Shillong to Gauhati 
in 2 i hours, the usual time being eight hours 

Last night at 12 0 clock we heard a fanfaro of trumpets, 
which the nervous among us thought was au intimation to 
the public that a large fire had occurred An hour later wo 
had our first post dohvorad fro n Oalcatta since tho 12tU 

The devotion shown by Lienleoaut Trotter, Command- 
ant of the Silohar Military PoUso, who was on tomjiorary 
duty in Shillong at tho time of the calamity, has been 
brought to my notice His vrifo u m Silchar, but m spite 
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of the ternble itupcrvo lie has boon lo owing to llie aluooc# 
of news from that station, ho has darotcd bimielf night And 
day to Ihoso who are least nblo to help thomsolres Mcsm 
Bell and Hodgtiaj also deserro groat praise for the pnhlic 
spirit shown by them throaghont llys trying occasion I find 
I have omitted to montion an item of nows bronght by Mr. 
Watts, who said that as a conseqneaco of Iho earthquake 
several small geysers and aulphar springs had started lo the 
plains 

hajmaual 

The earthqnaVe at Bajmahal on the afternoon of the l2Lh 
instant was of a sercro oatare, and lasted for fonr minute*, 
creating qmfo a panic among tho residcats , almost every 
bnilding has been serionsly damaged Hon*es in the bazar 
have fallen and others so badly sbalen that they aro 
uninhabitable Soma of the old rnias of great hutori* 
cal and arcbsological laterest Lave collapsed At Sahib* 
ganj the damage has been very severe Ibo Railway In** 
titate tower and the upper storey of the Railway Office 
have fallen, nod some of the other Railway haiUings 
have sustained injury, while the Mabarajpnr and Tinpabar 
raJway station buildings aro considered unsafe and likely to 
fall in with the vibration of passing trains A second shock 
was felt neat morning at half post twelve, a third at 10 p u , 
while a fourth ocenrzed this moruing, the 15th Jane, at 2 i S! 
A remarkable feature of the earthquake was the sadden 
cracking of the earth in several places, from which a 
quantity of mad and waWr was thrown np to a height of 
three or four feet Fortauatelj thcro has been no loss qf 
life 


damdtm. duars 

As you have had no acconnl to dato from the Damdim Dii* 
tnet Dnars, concerning \be earthqnake I send you some notes 
The following bungalows are cither entirely mined or will 
have to be pulled down aDd\ebniU — Habaipalha, Glencoe. 
BuHabatne, and PuUarjhora The following ate rather badly 
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Injured — Itanicliera bangalow chimneys fallen and upper 
itorey badly cracked, lower storoy not badly injured 
SooiTgatcbi small bangaloWj lower storey not badly injared» 
npper storey badly cracked Olbor bungalow at Soongatchl 
not badly injured Toonnbarn bungalow badly cracked 
up above, lower storey a few slight cracks Several 
factories have baon slightly injured by and walls falling out 
and cracks Baradigbi bungalow sbgbtly cracked in upper 
storey, not much injured, but is about tho only bungalow 
wbicb has not lost its chimney 

Tbo avalanche of rocks referred to in your telegram as 
ba'ing fallen near Gnetong was vary distinctly heard in Ibis 
district, but it seemed to ba farther away to tho oast tliau 
Quatong The thunder was very loud and also the seporato 
reports afterwards, like big guns, the sounds were supposed 
to proceed from loaidc the earth, instead of 12 000 feet 
above ns, until your telegram explained tbo canso 

The post and telegraph arrangements entirely collapsed 
hero Tor four days no luformalion could be get as to whether 
Calcutta was still in existence or not , indeed, it seemed very 
probable that Calcutta had entirely disappeared, os people 
imagined that oven if forty miles of wire had fallen, in a 
civilized country one wire could bo fixed up ogam in a day’s 
time Outsiders must tliiuk the Dnars planters a very long 
suffering class of people, but anyone bobmd tho Econes would 
know that it was as good as a sea trip to many mano'^ers, 
not hearing from tbeir agents for four days 

In the ncighboorbood of I«awra tea estate there wero 
several bad cracks m the earth, some of great depth 

THE SHOCK ON TdC BRAHMAPUTRA 
I am asked by nearly exery person I meet— Did yon feel 
tho earthquake on the river at Gauhati ? Jly reply to tho 
query is — 1 did , and, never will I forget the sensation of the 
first shock I was a passenger on board tho atoamer Indra 
at tho time Wo wore anchored at the tune, and I was on 
the fore dick, and was talking to tho Captain and his 
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vlfo, wliCQ I Buddenlj heard a strango niintling 
sonud, coming, aj I thoaght, from the eagiue room 
Tlisii it giew loader and loader. Iho captain then said 
It 18 an oarthqaake ” No sooner had bo said the irorJa 
than I iras tbronii of! my feet, ns the steamer seemed to he 
thioirn np 1 ivas ohlii?ed to cling (o a pillar for support, 
as it i\Bs an im{ ossihility to stand irxthout assistance In tlio 
meantime the nalU of the large white pocca gbant ^ere 
crnmbUng to the groand like a pick of cards Dat the last 
I saw of it, it was still eta'nding The hospital And all the 
huildings I conld seo fell to the ground with a era h I 
saw the top of the temple oa Peaock Island fall i to the river, 
then I was unahle to see anything more of the ii^land es it nas 
com[ lately hidden m a clond of dost There were two Sata in 
tow of US at the time, and the hawsers of both flats were 
stretching and causing the fiats to sway abont id a most ter* 
rible manner, so that every second I expected the sides of the 
steamer to go, and its bottom to drop out But we fortunately 
escaped with very slight damage to the steamer As soon as 
the shock was oxer the captain ordered steam, which was 
immediately given, to our great comfort, as we were simply 
going wherever the storm wave drove us Although wo had 
three anchors dowD at tho time tbosloim wave was tossing 
us about After a great deal of trouble and anxiety the 
captain managed to turn the etearaer While we were under 
way we felt two shocks, which were continued throughout 
the mght, two of which were nearly as severe as the first 
TI e steamer aod flats were then taken below Karmicha Hill 
and anchored thero, as The water was not so di turbed But 

the contiuous falling of eaxth. ciused one of the flats to 
ground Ibe next day onretuimng lo the ghaut at Gau 

hatiit was about two hours before the steamer could a chor, 
as the rner was still so te.nbly rough A uumbe of people 

camo from Qonlparn for eheltti as their buuglo v was ueaily a 
rmn, but to their dismay they font d that eiery buillu, * m 
cludiug tie chnrcl, nud ba^, 1 ,d uot a brick .laod.at All 
the curotaau. bad lo to aad .leap tbo „„ tbo Comm..- 
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itoner’a yaclit At Qauliati the ground oponcd and tho riTcr 
entered tbe place, and eome of the nativO ^YO^o standing up 
to tbeir necks lu water » at Goalpara the same tlnng Lap* 
peued Ihe principal bungalows and the Lazar are m rnin«, 
and although some of the bangalows arc still etandiog they 
are not inhabitable 

How far it is true I cannot saj, bnt I am told about 12 
miles from Goalpara fire was seen to como from a mountain, 
and thero was a dreadful smoll of sulphur, but 1 leave this to 
geologists to find out. ■ ■■ ' ' 

(Thi Englithman, Monday , yiine 28, 1807 ) 

THE SEISMIC CENTRE 
AT THE rOOT OrXHC GARRO HILLS 
The catasti oplie that swept over tho whole of North'East 
Bengal on tho I2tli instant ovidontly Jiad its centre in or very 
near the Garro Hills The direction of the sei^mtc wave was 
from sortb'O'ist and north*west towards the south of (heso 
points, and llyiceneingli and its iicitiity withm a radius of 
about sixty miles from the bills suffered severely We first 
see the action of the wave at tho foot of the hills at Soosung— 
Durgapur, tbe residence of the Maharajas of Soosung The 
whole of this town is not only in rums, but the Rajabiri 
with the bazaar, and the police thana, nearly a mile 
apirt from each other. Lave Snuk several feet into tho 
ground Tl>cre have been several casualtio*, and among 
others the Maharaja has to deplore the Joss of an uncle anl a 
cousin Coming south east and south west, wo find that 
M^meiisiugh Raragopalpur, Gaunpur, Kalipur, and Mukta- 
gaclia have all suifoied greatly , to the south west, Jamalpnr, 
bhorpur, Jnggeriiathgaiij, and Sorajganj, ate all badly damag- 
ed Pyllowjiig tho former direction, I caa speal^ from obierv- 
otion All tho loals, watci coursoa, puoca and thatched 
bungalows are entirely destroyed Tho bridges, without 
exception, aro broken "Woodwork and masonry aro smashed, 
aud tho iron portions are twisted Tho roailg are sunk m 
several places, and have groat cracks across them The water- 
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Louses, an^ l!io railway itation TLo rumbling or groaning 
of .iho carili, as (ho waro tras passing, was avro inspiring 
Tha Judgo’s Court, o! srhicL wo wore proud, and tlio Ilaja 
Bahadur’s palaco, whicL was too sLow place of Eastern Bengal 
with its magniGcont furnituro, pier glasses clcctnc ligliling^ 
etc , aro merely heaps of brick and mortar, tho foundations of 
which Will havo to bo taken out, if tho sites aro to be built on, 
as tho earth’s fissures run across them The bazar, with its 
many pucca dwellings and shops, is a heap of rnius , through* 
out tho station there aro great rifts, and tho emoll from tho 
land and stuff thrown np is sickeniog Pinally tho char 
opposite tho station has sunk sii feet 

Our ofilGials are meihanstiblo in thoir endearonrs to 
assist OToryone, and lb spite of their own lo ses and the hard 
times they are taring Gorernment property in (ho shaio of 
records, etc , have been sared and carofnlly bouicd Lai 
QoTernmont and the householders of tho station mean (o do 
regarding the honscs ruined remains yet to bo sein t’can 
while all the oCficials except tho Collector, whose bonso is just 
(ocaniable, as also all the other Europeans in the station, aro 
living in oat houses and teats which with the thermometer at 
Tory near fiOo in tho shade, is no joke 

An EsrtnQosKB JailKzleasc 
Oar Civil Surgeon is having as bard a time of it in ad- 
dition to his usual duties Barely hai the shock passed than 
he cantered down to the Jail to find tho prisoners gathered 
and sitting all of a heap, and tho walls fallen out As ho is 
responsible for tho prisoner, ho IS constantly down at the Jail 
to see to tho rehuildiog of Iho wall 

hluktagacha, a very large oaliTO tows, is about eleven 
miles iron thu, and the homo of iho Raja Bahadur and several 
large zemindars Tho Raja Baliadnr had a fine palace thero 
containing a valuable library, bat tho place 13 m mins, and 
several of the houses have sunk several feet 

The railway hotwoon this and Bacca has in places been 
twisted like a corkscrew, and all communication was glopjed 
for some days But considering that some of tho railway 
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officals conW como through hj trolly, .t .eon.! rather .nr- 
ptmog Ihattlio mail! o'on P”* 

donn about fitteoo milo! from thu, to bo brought on ' by r 
runner! The IlailmJ Company aardy could have a trolly 
semco for iUo taails 

A^OT^HIi Accodht 

Wo seem to liavo felt it nlmost worse than in any other 
part of Bengal I wnto to giro yoa some of tho details of 
Iho damago it bas caased All pondalata clocks haring 
stopped at 5 5 p u , wo gathered that the shock, or, 
at any rate, tho greatest pavonty ol it was felt at that 
timo , it lasted folly t«o minutes, and riewing tho 
suriQunding buildings as 1 did from the Maidan in front 
of the hoase, 1 could see at least tour of tho honse# 
occupied by (he European residents Of these, three were 
lO badly damaged that it is dangerous to attexopt Imng 
in them Two of these were two storeyed, and literally 
crumbled to bits 

The Judge's house is oneof the abore>taentio&ed, and from 
the spot where I was standing you could see also the rum of 
the htUft English church and a small pncca building n»od 
the Bcahmo Somaj A large lower storeyed building near 
the Police Lines, which has recenlly been repaired and was 
occupied by the Engineer in charge of (he new Railway exten> 
Sion, IS also a rum All the Liuropem houses, except one, hare 
become uninhabitable, including the magnificent palace of the 
Maharaja, which was furnished thronghout in the most costly 
stylo 

Tho European residents am now in tents and kctcha huts 
originally intended as serrants’ quarters, but jn every case 
they escaped unhurt The Native town has suffered also, 
most of the pucca buildings, of which there are a great manv, 
having become quite uniahalutable The Charitable Hos. 
pital has escaped with a few cracks m the south west wing of 
tho building 

Only ono death occurred, and that was of the wife of one 
*1 our local pleaders, who was crashed by a falling wall. 
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IN THE RUINS OF SHILLONC 

A rORLORN JUBItiCD SERVTOE. 

Tee QoEbN^s Messicg 

ShilloD", June 20 —In a very fair words it has soeracd 
possible to sum up the lemblo disaster which Shillong 
in common with the greater part of India, has suilered 
To detail individual loss and snilenDg is a more diSIcnU 
task , and is, perhaps, best left alone All such ^oms 
BO trifling when compared with the great provincial cala* 
tnity which has overtaken us , and again bo deep and 
fervent is onr gratitude for the preservation of life that 
all else is of secondary moment Shocks continue with 
more or less frequency and mote or less severity. The 
worst we have expenooced since the never to be forgotten 
paTOzy«m of 12tU instaut happened yesterday aflernon at 5 15 
—precisely the same hour 

We were all startled by the subterranean noise, as of 
muffled artillery Again the ground oscillated backwards 
and forwards and up and down m a most alarniing 
way, that bad there beon in these parts any stone 
eirucinre left etacdiDg it would assuredly have gone, as 
oil the others did ou the 12th Ooe can perhaps best realize 
the tremendous display of energy on that eventful evening by 
picturing alone the two memorial columns, one to Ma]or 
Willianis in the Club grounds, and the other to Hr Quinton 
and hia unfortunate companions in the Secretariat compound 
which were literally loru to pieces — the stones flying al 
around, so that now only throe rows of stones remain on their 
bases 

These monuments stood at least twenty feet high, and 
they had nothing to support, yet the stones came down, as an 
eye witness pats it, like a shower of hailstones This, tool 
was the fate of the powder magazine, and that no explosion 
took place 13 matter for deep ihaukfalnoss. 
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Bngbt jumtiDO gUdflenecl onr Learis for a hina yestet* 
day, and enabled ub to get onr clothes dried and to ii.aka 
further learcli in the rums for more clotlos Few of n«, so 
far, have others than those we wore when the disaster bap* 
pened, and those have now many tunes and again been satur- 
ated Jflxof are speedily heing erected All STAilnhle tents 
are pitched and others, wo hepa, are already on the way from 
Cawnporo and Calcutta The drams are all broken down, so 
that our supply of good potoLle water no longer exists This 
laHems a smous los", and great care is necessary lest other 
disasters enane TVo hare few, ifany, filleis saved All, 
however, continue fairly well— only want of sleep and anxiety- 
have not been without Iheir ill cSecls The mothers of 
lillle children call forth much aympathj.hufc all are hearing 
np hiaiely, and hare a cheery word for ethers as well One 
or two invalids, too, have all need of pity, and such 
has been freely given by their fellow snfferers Tco 
much praise cannot he given to the Gurkha Regiment for the 
splendid work they have done so cheerfully and nngindgingly 
night and day. As the regiment is si ort hai ded at present, 
four olEcers ahient and only fivelpicieut, ai d one of (I ese, 
only lately joined, is invalided, the moro credit is due to them 
Ibe work of excavation eoutmees at thepnhhc buildings 
under the supervision of the Civilians The Eearch is now 
for valnable pajers and such like 

Food sni plies still hold out, and we hope will until 
stores ariive from elsewhere Famine j nees are extorted, 
but these are to an extent contiolled by the authoii’ies 
0 all gathered together to daj(Saaday) for a very touchnig 
and impressive little service in the Cricket ravihon, which 
has 80 mysteriously rc»islcd the e many cosmical distuib- 
ances Onr chapl am, wl ohas been n-dtlatignble thiougl out 
in hi 8 e^orts to help and comfort the sufferers, conducted 
the service* 

The specialJuhilee prayers were said, and at the close 
of the sen ice by the Geneial s dewie, we tsi g ‘ Gcd Sov- 
tbe Qutiu ’ The more loucLinp, therefore, was the sjmyatL- 
otic mestngo from the Qneen which the General alterwaids 
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read to u.*, nnd ■wHoli wag contained in the telegrams jast re- 
ceived from England. 

Juno 22 —A foot mesganger hag j'lst arrived from Chorra 
tolling us details of the complete rams there Not one honso 
IS left standing , from another over forty dead bodies have 
already hcen oscayatod, and the eearch cotitinnos. Help la 
much wanted 

No letters and papers Jiavo yet reached ns from 
Calcnlta, and anxiety for such is very great We hear that 
damage done in Ganhati is complete, end that m the ten dts- 
triot miles of garden are under nater Similar acconnts come 
from Teapar of wrecked bungalows and tea houses 

Food euppfttw coa^ra«ro gaSScteni Cco/ie favour Aas 
by order hcen redncod to IweWo and eight annas for men and 
>Yomeu, respectively. 


NARAINGANd AND ASTROLOGT 

At Narninganj the shock vvas a terrible one, lasting 
fully tliree minutes, the motion being from north east to 
*oatli-fast Oo the 15th about nuJaight, there was another 
sharp shock, which caused nnolhor precipitate flight into the 
open This, how 01 er, was of short duratiorj, scarcely lasting 
thirty seconds Since then the earth has i,ot hotn quiet . 
there IS a contmaons tremor througUout the days and 
nights, causing a peculiar sensation and a feehug of giddiness, 
and giving ore the idea that the earth is heiug pulledhaok- 
wardi oud forwards by some unsoeo power The damages 
done to pneca buildings is oxteastre, Messrs David's pro- 
perty being the one that has suffered hjosI Almost all 
their godowns are b-idly crocked all over, the roofs of some 
of them falling in, while tlicir kouso, the ^hurah Koti has 
become uomhuhilahle Messrs RaJU Brothers’ property Las 
suffered less, the damage to thoir godown being slight, and o£ 
a nature that can bJ repaired with little tf oablo and a very 
small outlay of money In aovoral other prow housoj tlu^ 
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cliimneja havo been so badly damaged as to necessitate tlie t 
being palled down and rebuilt Of tbo dwelling houses, besides 
the Bburah Koti, which is now almost m rams, the 
UawaVa house at Hajigaaj occupied by ITr Sarkies, suffered 
severely, the inmates having to make a rush out for dear life 
under a shower of falling bricks and mortar, happily, however, 
Without any bodily injury Messrs Ralh Brothers’ four pucca 
houses escaped with alight cracks to two of them, their office 
hou»e and the house at Dander escaping without a single 
crack, though during the shock they swayed to and fro in a 
most alarming manner 

As xn Calcutta the earthquake here has not been without 
its grotesque effects Not a little amusement was caused by a 
well known resident, making bis appearance in the street with 
only a towel round bis waist being obliged to effect a pre* 
oipitate retreat on seeing the four walls of bis bouse spliL 
The total damage to property is estimated at lakhs of 
rupees Happily no lives are reported to have been lost 

Not improbably the earthquake is the woik of Venus, as 
Mr Liotard is represented by Mr Atkmsen in your ooluans 
to have discovered by his oalculatioos of the forward and 
retrograde motion of that planet Mr Liotard ^vas a bit too 
late with his calculations for his own safety which it seems 
was jeopardized by the siosmic disturbance occurring two days 
too soon As Mr Liotard has lately ceased to 'pose as an astro 
nomer or an astrologer, it is cruel of Mr Atkinson to draw 
him away from his secret study of the heavens —naPEROS 


, CHAlB&SSh 

I hope xt 13 not too late to give my experience 
of the great seismic disturbance of the l2th instant I 
had jast Gnishol my bath when without any previous 
■warning I noticed the boxes in the room dancing about, 
while a vibrating sound outside could be heard On 
going into the verandah I found the roof, which is a looio 
tiled one, vibrating distinctly, with an np and down move- 
ment, the vibrations being abort and rapid It then dawned 
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on me that we were hemg Tmted by n severe earthqnale 
ily hamjalow was swaymg visibly, and I expected every 
moment to see it come down Tlio shocks wore Qrst noticed 
at 4 40 r 1 ! , and conlinoed for abont two minnles, the direc- 
tion being as far as I conld make out, from north to sonth 
"With the exception of the loss of a few tile«, plastering, and 
the cracking of some of the walls in a few houses, no further 
damage was done 

THE RISE OF THE RIVLR AT GOALPARA 

Mr Balthasar, Snb Divisional Officer at Goalpara, Assam, 
informs ns that the statement that a tidal wave had destroyed 
the bazaar at Goalpara and that eixty lives had been lost, is 
incorrect What aotnally happened was that the rirer sad- 
denly rose ahont ten feet, swamping several boats and throw 
ing others up on the bank Two porsoos, as far as has been 
ascertaired, were drowned In the (own one death occurred, 
~thab of a chile, who was crushed by the falbng of a walU 

katihar 

Juno 23 —On the whole this portion of the Railway has 
suffered much less from the earthquake than might have 
been expected I timed the bhock by my watch at the 
time, and as near as I conld make out, the shock lasted a 
little over three minutes The water in the wash Land basins 
was thrown out over tho floors, and the glassware was thrown 
offi the table and decanters were smashed At Dinajpar all the 
hoases were more or less damaged That of Mr Livesay, 
District Superintendent of Police, is a heap of rnins The 
tipper storey of the District Jodgos house cam© aown, carry- 
ing away a poi'iion of the lower floor and portico Tho 
Maharaja's residence suffered severely, and tlie Circnit House, 
in winch the Judge took refoge, was in a semi mined states. 
On cither side of the Railway, as far as the eye can see, 
IS a rent in the earth, and under the Atrai Bridge 

on the banks of the river tho earth hes sunk to a depth of 
soma feet, shifting one of fhe piorg of the briage But 
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after a careful examinaliou by tha Fngineor in cliarge tlio 
bridge IS pronounced safe for handsbauted vehicles with 
their freight Another somewhat severe shock was /elk 
yesterday at about G-25 in the evening, but I have not heard 
that it caused much damage 

A GIRLS EXPERIENCES IN SHILLONG 

THE NIGHT IN THE PAVILION 
It was a quarter past fire on Saturday afternoon, the 12th 
of June After raining bard for two days and niglili the 
weather had cleared, and the afternoon was lovely Not a 
cloud in the sky My sister and I starte! out on our 
Jbiayclos for a ride tutending to call at the Post OQico 
on our way to post the English letters Just as ws were 
etarluig, my sister remarked what a dreadfully clo«e hot 
afternoon it was , so nnlike the usual weather at Shillong 
and not a breath of air, bat we thooght il lucky having no 
ram Wo started off up the hill towards llie Post OOlce along 
the road by the side of the lake When we had gone about 
300 yards up tho hill, I sudJonly heard a dreadfnl roar I 
couidu t make out wbat it was It sounded like a train,, 
thunder and a landslip all together, and it came nearer 
and nearer, and then tho ground began to heave and 
si ake and rock I stayed on my hicyclo for a second, and 
then fell off and got up and tried to run, staggering 
about from side to sido cf tho road To my loft I saw great 
clouds of dust, which I afterwards di<covorecl to ho tho 
houses foiling and tho earth slipping from tho sides of the 
Lilh To my right I tow ‘ho band at the end of the lake 
torn asunder an I tho water rus! mg out the wooden hr dga 
aeroi* tho lake Lreok in two an 1 tho sides of tho lake falliig 
in , and at my feet tlio ground cracking and opening I «as 
wild with fear, and didn t know which wav to run It soanoJ 
as if it vroald never atop, and my ono idea was that it svas 
II . .uJ ol 11,0 r:o,U I Lopod It would u over qoicklj, ood 
oopoclioB tbo croMd la opon «ad .»o|law mo up Aud 
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lliun It conseO. llliongUit Lad la>l»a fally Ion Ininn(«, 
but it Lad only lasted about 30 seconds I ran ns Lard as 
I could stilli my sister to a friend's liouso a littlo iray off, 
and to my Lorror the houso was levelled with the gronnd, 

not a stone standing, and Governmont House, to the right, 

was the same. Then I know that bhillong must bo absolutely 
■nreckod 

1 started o£E alone to try and find my father and mother. 

■who were oat driTiug As I went along erorywhere it was 
the same— not a hoQbO atanding and ycoplo •were rushing 
about, wires looking for their husbands, parents looking for 
tbeir children, everyone stru-ken with terror, no one 
knotting tthotber tho^e balon.^ing to them wore dead or 
live I then rushed onto the cricket gronud, whore I 
found a crowd of people collected They ha 1 all boon told to 
go tbere, because evei yone expected another shock, and that 
was considered the safest place Ihero were some who bae 
been ilUn bed and had rushed out lu thoir aighlj gowns 
with bare feat and some half dressed, some crying and 
some in hysterics,- evorTlhing in the wildest stale of confu- 
tion And then the ram caino audit poured This seemed 
extraordinary^ becanso before the earthquake there was not 
a clond to be seen, and five minutes aftei wards wo were 
snrronnded with cloud and mist Then everyone started 
looking for shelter, and half of us went to (he cricket pavilion 
■which was built of wood and had «tood, and half went to a 
row of thatched sheds which were usually used os a Lazar 
they were also wood 

The next thing to be Ihoogbi of was shelter for Iho 
night, and the Gurkha soldiers managed to dig out somo 
tents and put them up, and a few went into them, but most 
of us preferred itayiug tc-geiher la the pavilion where ■we sat 
up on beeches all night, with the ram heating m on all sides. 
Continual small shocks made us think it was all coming 
over again At each shock everyone gos up and rushed out 
of the pavilion for fear it would collapse 
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At &1}out nine o’clock Borae of tbo men man'iged to boll 
some cliickea and nee for ns, bat evorjone scemod too fright- 
ened to oat The night eeemed as if it would norcr cod, and 
Wti nil longed for daylight At last it camo, and most of the 
snorgetic ones went off to eee u they could dig out any of 
their clothes and olhot belongings, but others were too un- 
nerved to stir Most of the moa behaved splendidly. The 
laorniag dragged ou to the afternoon and then cutno more 
anxiety The natives prophesied another earthquake at the 
same time that afternoon, and there we-o sevoial severe 
shocks. The shocks never seemed to cease they came about 
every ten miuutos all night and da}. By degrees one got used 
to them and didn’t jump up and rush out 

Then came another night not nearly as bad ns tho 
first Ifearly all of ua tamed into tents and slept ou 
mattresses ou the groand, but the damp and ram 
were dreadful There had been no time to dig 
Tenches round tho teat«, and the ground was soaking I 
slept on a mattress winch was wringing wet, m my we^ 
tilings It was two days and mghls before I wa« able to 
chauge my things All ibe time they were wet through* 
Some people, of coarse, had managed to dig out some of 
their clothes, ^d, therefore, were belter off, but those, of 
coarse, who were lu their night gowns and could only 
manage to get a cloak to wiap themselves in, suffered dread- 
fully 

Day by day things cleared up Shocks grew fewer and 
fewer News came in from the surrounding country tolling 
people that those belonging to them were sate, arid that other 
places, excepting one or two, hadn’t suffered as much as wa 
had Then small huts were built for us in or near our own 
houses, where we could suporinteud tne digging out ot our 
things 

The first post that came in caused tremendous excite- 
ment, and when the lolegraj h wires were mended and com- 
TOunicatiou restored with different places everyone felt 
happier 
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1 don’t think tliera could he a eadder sight t^an Shillong 
•— one of tlio piettiest places in India,— ahsolntoly wrecked, 
and every house on the ground,— all the work of thirty 
seconds. 


MISS BEADON’S EXPLOIT. 

In A letter to a near relatire m Calcaita, and dated 
Shillong Juno 22ad, Sister Catio Beadon gives the follow- 
ing graphic and intorostiog account of the circum* 
stances under which the heroic rescue of Mr Maenaghtou 
was effected After esplainmg that she had only readied 
Shillong tho previous day, and that she found her patient de- 
lirious, she writes — 

“ When the window of tho room began shaking 
he jumped up in bed, and screamoi out ‘What is it? 
what IS it P' I said * Keep quiet , it’s only a thunder- 
storm * At the same time 1 could hardly stand. The 
whole Boor was heaving There was an awful creak, 
when my patient sprang out of bed, and made for the 
door At the same time C saw the ceiltug give wa), aud £ 
only just dragged him back and pushed him down by the 
side of the bed and flaug myself over him when tho chimney 
came crashing through and a btg almiraU fell at tho back of 
me I was struck on the back by a brick ^ For some minutes 
there was a dead silence, and wo wero choked with dust, tho 
gioand heaving up and down I began to say the Lord’s 
Prayer, and then shouted at tho top of ray voice After some 
minutes 1 heard the bearer calling to me to lay he could not 
reach me I called oat ‘ Go to tho window,’ and thou I 
straggled for life I gOt free, and half dragged, half, 
lifted Mr Macnaghten to the window He could not 
help himself a little bit, and how I got the strength I don’t 
kuow After sqoaihing him through the window I tore off 
the blankets and shouted to them to take him off the wet 
gross They shouted to me, » Como unt,’ but I felt I must 
got him some clothes, which were on the other side of the 
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Toom. IsMd'GelliimlitaTidy. l*m e«5ming TaU Lim off 
tlio wot graM Uo is dyiup ' I had just got tlio Hung'' I 

wautfid, v.beuaQotUcc sliock camo and m camo tliovall, tha 
rest of tho cliiianej and tha roof, and barred my way to the 
window I mndo up my mmd I must dio like a rat m a trap, 
and Blioulod ‘I can’t get out ' Then 1 htard a servant calling 
me to como out, and again I mado a desperate straggle, and 
got to lliO window, nliere I etntk I don’t know low I got ont, 
butl >09 nearly dragged to jicccs It na« so tiny a space It 
was pouring With ram, fo I made a liillo hut of rugs and a 
chair and got tho p'sticnt id, and for an hour I stood ju the 
drenching ram whin somo gcullomcn and the doctor camo 
to say tho only in all tho station was some sheds which 
■nero used on market days ip a swampy place called Lt* 
bam We made a hammock of rugs, nnd I took 2Jr Mac* 
nagliten down with (ho help of some coolies, and Ihcro wo poor 
half drowned mortals huddled for ten awful days " 

Tho noto u tu pencil Miss Ucadon is a graod daughter 
of the lato Sir Cecil Beadou, Lient rant Governor of Bengal 
Better known as " autor” Ancio, sbo is unhappily a sufferer 
from rheumatism winch must have mado her later experience 
ID tho tain a trying ordeal 8o slioht is her physiquo that it 
has been a matter of some enrpri o tint she should Lave 
stood tho strain of preparing for the medical examinaiioos 
which she has passed m a most crcditablo manner 


DESTRUCTION OF TURA. 

SOME PBUSONAL IhCIDENTS. 

Tho abuormil weather exponeoced of late has culminat- 
ed in a most fearful eortl quake, which auddenly came on at 
about 6 10 P u on the 12th instaot The previous three days 
were warm and sultry and attended by sounds of distant 
thunder and rumblings Suddenly on the erenmg of the 
12th instant, there was a sound of thunder in the north east 
corner ot these hills, and almo-t simultaneously an earthquake 
oI oirareal ,ioIe„ce J,ot oi, 
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dwelling eacipad, v?bilQ largo fissures and cracks are to be 
seen intorsecting the roads m every direction. Bridges have 
utterly collapied, and roads aro blocked by fallen rocksi 
tranks of trees and d^bn* Itom the jangles A most notable 
nnd cnrioas feature of the earthquake at Tnra is the com- 
paratively little damage which the Mission (American 
Baptist Union) Las snfiered, for their houses remain 
almost intact Amid all this disaster how thankfii] we all 
are that not a singlo life has baon lost m Tara, and oven the 
8iok m tho various hospitals have boon safely honsed m sheds. 

The earth still quakes badly, and we are subjected to 
sudden shocks of various magnitudes at intervals, sometimes 
pretty regularly and at others irrognlar , hat on the whole 
thoro are, perhaps loO to 200 shocks in the 2i hoars, sis of 
'which WM of greater magnitude than the rest 

Ihe Dopity Oommisaioncr, Captam Howell, and 
lus sister Miss Howell, were about to ascend the Tara Hill 
In fiftoon mmatoi’ time , but the former was de< 
tamed at tho catchery fur a tiioe on duty, and while on Ins 
return homo osperiooced the mam altock As he put Lis 
foot to earth in coming out of hu oSice the ground gave 
way, and he was obliged to sit down on tho ground until 
lifted up Tho Deputy Commissioner's servants had already 
oscendsd the hill and were about half way up to tbo top 
whoa tboir advance was mlerceptcd by falling earth and 
rucks, which soon defaced tho road, and they had to heat a 
liurriod retreat downhill 

1 was in my tab having my bath, whuh for tho first time 
Within the last two months m Tara, I had taken in the after- 
lOion msteah o't in 't’uo morning, while my wilo and cliildreu 
nud thoir Litglish nurse wore lu the drawing room about to 
have afteruoou tea Then tho sudden shock came, and all tho 
furniture, crockery, glass, pictaro> nnd plaster o2 tho walls 
bOo^Q tnmblc about to tho nccompauimeut of a loud rum- 
bling sound undot the otrtb, as it ivero, and a quaking Which 
incrcasod III intensity ovtry «ocoad It was like nutting so 
many sbiills into a basket, and shaking laom up with a rapid 
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iifliBg motion Irotn iiiU to'i!** At firil I Tfilitn 

inlml It wa» Ilia* ctmol mV lati to •w»j' *!« it nm! tl c wattr 
lo «pla<h I ro»o ap, no 1 foin 1 tlio corlli In iTiti,^, wliilo tl a 
TTfitli linnil *l« iJ, awor, capi »n 1 tooMi b'tuliHf 

clc , dancoj an 1 f(K.l 1 w itio moit In loiai fa'limn 

aroiiDil lao I rniliol to t’lO innofiloir to open it ar 1 
*citrcl> for wife ami chillroo, btt cool 1 tiol open it n* Iioi'm, 
furnil iro ntii pl^itor hal cono up tt^aintt tlio door an I 
111 'ckoJ It rntiroljT Tbo bvl. door wa* llio only wny 
of o»“apo I manage! lo )itr«lit okxi, atil, tliaiV Gi^l# 
it wm clonr nn ! I co iM ^oto it ai Uio leclion* of llio llia'c'i* 
o<l roof hn 1 ■lilliero 1 doir 1 on tlio fmr iiUiof llio lioiii 
likn a pnclk of cardi and VotV»l l!io wny to all tli J onlrarcin 
and oidi cjcept tiui lalliroom nnd llio Ouo tliroa^li whicU I 
Inter on cxlrictvted ray |»oof wife and pin! Iren andlKif 
1 iropcan nurio and oar b-arer, wlio wero rosliina* «l«ut 
frantic for a way tooicapo I wfoppol n towol nanl mr«« ( 
mil ran out into t'le opon () III) front of tlio lioair, wlioro 
1 nn*orally ot(Mxt)i lo •corny wife mil r’lillreo a» llio 
drawiQ^ room, wlitcli 0 ]V!Qi oat into lie ecrinJth in fro it 
i( their usual pin*) for tea A* that iimo OinrriTnll foual 
the wliolo front of tbo hooio block id by the falion ucction of 
tliutch from Iho roof and only ono otiiuk left lu thoinith ,Tuit 
comer of the Tcratidali riirou^h Ihti I hroki ray way uuJ'ir 
tho iron niihajj anl oxlricatod Iho intaato* from aiidi,r thuni 
ai tho reran Uh floor bai give i way auJ dMoppearo I at ihu 
•pot only All round w»i )liat by tho fallou roof which 
blocked tho whole of the outer •urroaDtlm’*! 

Tho main <hock of tho cartlifiuaU lojtod for aho-it fire 
mmutoj, whiiu it gralually died away m another ton minutei 
and minor ehocU tooV itj placo at roguUc interNalj of five 
minutes or bo, and Inter on there wore inlersats of JJ minute* 
for I couittltei my watch ai to time Ify doar chil Iron had 
just boeu oat tn tho garden, my wife tcUs mo, nud were 
coming into the drawiogroon up the frant stops whoa 
« all occurred in an mstaat J-uoro was no t.mo to coa- 
eidei , the whole of the wdl- were turaWiiig ut, tho pio- 
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tnre«, etc , falling on ovcrybocly around, ily vrifo sbonled Ig 
the nnrso “Larlhriuake! ’ and seized one child, while the nnraO 
seized the other The nurse who was in front, rushed down 
the front verandah steps in frantic excitement, when the steps 
gaped open and her foot got into oi e of the fissures andalio 
•was tripped up Iho section of roof then came down, and her 
little charge, my jonnger son, nas conce iled •under it where 
it had sagged The bearer plncKilj boro the weight of tho 
whole roof section on his back as jt had slithered down, 
and thas «av€d tho child from being crushed under its weight. 

The Hospital Assistant was seated la ihe oBice 
writing when It came on The almirahs containing poisons 
and drags fell aud broke open , strong sulphuric acid 
gushed ont and spread on tho floor, giving out strong 
fames while tntxiog with other hqmd drags The fames 
entered tho ofnee^rootn Ibrongh tho broken walls, and 
nearly aoSocated the oetivo doctor, who was pimiod to 
hia chair, epeeohlosS , but with one enpreme oHort he 
managed (o get as far as the oatjr door, and then crawled on 
all fours into the veraudaU. No sooner safo he came imino« 
diately over to see me, and arranged for the sick in consulla* 
tioo Qne ol the mis<iouary gentlemen who saw my house 
tumbling, also very kindly came over to help, and offured us 
shelter in Uis home, where my family are lodged at present 
I am daily digging oat fragmeuts of my property from tho 
mass of debns and pnddlo lo the rains of onr house , for after 
the earthquake vory heavy rum has ponred down, and ns tho 
home is roofless our property u all, boned in tbo sunken floor 
amid plaster, stones, bits of glass and broken farmture 

It IS tho same in all tbo other official bungalows, except 
tTie paa’aYe wifdio, wfiicfi fiiey have escaped through an intact 
zoof, but yet it is a moss of rams 

TENT-LIFE IN.SHILLONG. 

SHAK1^G DOWMIN IHEKAINS 

Shillong, Jnne 22 

I was obliged to finish my letter somewhat abruptly 
yesterday. Under existing circumstances, time and sjaco 
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n<3l ftlwiys n^aiHWo ior writing, and at Wib best one can 
bat write la saatchos subject to laterruptioos of all sorts 
Just now a raid of da?i tbroagti my tent, chivying a cat, 
bas sowewbat npsefc Order and eqaamnivty 

Ram IS uoit (3 30 A it > faUi ig heavily It is well we tnada 
the most of fair woilhor yesterday drying clothes, tidying np 
and Visiting oar fellow outcasts I am glad to report good 
things of all Women are bearing np bravely and well 5Ien 
are doing all they can nobly, unseld bly, and thoaghtfnlly, to 
alleviate sulfoniig and rectify discomforts The children 
alone hnd amasemeat la the common calamity, and for the 
most part seam to thrive in their free and open life In the 
years to come it w 11 b j a strange tale to tell the little jnfau) 0 
at pre>eat so aoceaii^ioas of all things bat mother love, and 
that, 80 far has bsan alt powerful to shield and shelter them 
Out doctors are kept busy sharing their auiieties, and with 
all snccess cheering them I think I told yon id one of zsy 
former letters that the Qorkna hues were tolallv destroyed-- 
hard indeed, on the men who are workiog so well< Invalids 
were roscned from the hospital lu safety. Only oae caaa has 
since sneenmbed. 

The regimental masical instramenti hare gone in the 
general sma h AU are ntterly wrecked la the ordinary 
Coarse of events, had the 13th o' Jane basa a fine day, the 
band woald have been un the cricket groaud the instru- 

ments, therefore now inlact and >oaa1 As it was, they 
were all eiicaied an I baried 1 1 r u is ai they lay 

To day shocks coatinae with more or leis freqaency 
While the early part of the m^ht was trautjuil, from C to 
7 A M we had a succession of fout shocks They cease to 
alarm us DOW, bat no doabt all are carefully eoumorated 
and considered by those who ace able from a sciontiBc point 
of view to gather facts and consequeoces therefrom 

2 30 P M — Great heat Las sacceeded the hesvy 
rams of the morning Teals are ecorclunrrly hot* 
and one almost sighs lor the cool eH^cts ol Iho ram A 

curious phenomenon appeared about II 30 am] remained iq- 
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tact for over an hoar A rainbow, forming a complete circle, 
aqd perfect m its prismatic colouring, appeared to sorroand 
tlio anu. 

Tho Homan Catliolio setllcinent Loro was enliroly dos* 
troyed, and great was tli© suffering of tlio Sisters and Fall ers 
until relieved Ly onr good Deputy Commissioner and Mr, 
ArbntLnoit The monastery in conrso of erection by tbe 
Fathers iQ tbeir spare time bas been entirely destroyed, and 
weeks of love s laboar lost 

ISOLATION OF ASSAM 

DAMAGE OP TLA GAUDCNS 
It IS diEcnU to convey any idea of the lutenso feeling 
of relief which prevailed in those parts when commanication 
with the outside world was once more TO opened, and it was 
found that other places bad snffered to a somewhat less extent 
than we ourselves 1 ad done in this province '^Yhy we should 
have remained ten days without any Calcntla dak still lemaios 
a mystery, seeing that the Qoalundo route has never been 
blocked , but tl is is a qaestion which local postal authoriiios 
will hare to answer Gaubati presents a canons sight ^rom 
the river bank , tho bungalows have collapsed, and the Gnro* 
peans of the station are living upon the Government yacht It 
may be safely said that thore is hardly a tea garden which 
has not euffered more or less severely, in one way or another 
and those which have sustained nomynnes to their machinery 
consider themselves very fortunate The destruction caused to 
tho Tezpar Balipara Tromrray is said to bo well worth seeing, 
in one place the embankment has been bodily removed, the 
rails still remaining intact upon it, while in other parts the 
rails are twisted and contorted almost out of recognition 
Active measures are being taken by planters in allihodis* 

tncts to restore the roads and bridge, and to reopen all tho 
local means of commanication 

There was a short but distinct shock of eirthquako at 
midday yesterday (June 2l8t), sufEwent to make the china 
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rattle upon the shelves, and since the big shock on the 12th 
not a day has passed that there have not been several slight 
trembl ngs, gradually growing lesis in force and frequency 
The native population aeoms to have quite settled down 
to its customary occupations, and there is now no probability 
o! a panic — unless la the erent of the shocks increasiug in 
force again 

P S —Rather sharp shook this evening (June 23) at 7 30, 
and several slight tremors through the night The restored 
native confidence is once more trembling in the balance 

The ironical contrast botweeu the Jubilee rejoicirgs in 
England to day and the general depression and wretchedness 
surrounding ns here is very prosent in the minds of Her 
Majesty’s loyal but overwhelmed subjects in Assam 

The welcome news has just come that telogiaphic com 
munication will be re opened to morrow 


DISiPPEAIlAHCB OE HILES 

Bordnan, June 23 

I am sorry to say, attbougb to day is the twelfth day, w» 
1 svd bad very hearjr shocks to day, and labour is terribly de 
moralized At the south end of the estate the landslips are 
terrible and the greater portion of a rango of bills has en 
tirely disappeared I may mention I fancy I am in the hills 
midway between Shillong and Cberra Pnnji When I have 
time 1 11 write you about it but ray tea hou<e and bungalow 
Ore level with the ground and all my riding and driving com 
mnnications are cut oS 

{^The IJngliihman, Wednetday, June 3^ 1897 ) 
REOPENING OF the LINE TO 
DARJILING 

THE FIRST THROUGH TRAIN 
A coireiponflcnt BntM Darj.hng on Iho 2Clh 

m.loot -Icanionpmll.ltoar.t pos.ongor Iram wh.ol. loR 
CataltaatllJOAU Tho 6r,t olleot ol tlio earttqoal.. « 
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fcipCrloncod croMing a bndga lomewhero Ixslwc^^ Sarlfl 
and Nattoro. It js a largo bridge of #orao oigM or ton ipanf 
on liigb brick colamns Tha bed ol Ibo ntcr jnst bolovr tha 
bridge had b-oii bricked in, on I Ibif gave way from tho shock 
caosing the pillars to sink aomewhat and pntiiog them oft 
Iho straight Tho girders wore propped up with logs of 
wood Oar tram was pushed across the bridge by gangs of 
coolies, three carnages at a time This took nearly an hoar* 
Another bad bridge was crossed in pitch darkness, and I 
felt glad when wo were lafo over One ongioo poshed the 
carnages across and another mot them on the other side 
nnd took them on For oror fifty mileil should say wo had 
to go at aboat three OF fear miles an honr the lino was ro 
much damaged bitphamari snSered most There the whole 
lino IS torn ap, and the embankment thrown comjiletely oat 
o! shape Tho rails took the shapu of th* letter S in an ox* 
tended form, oad it was risky work dragging a tram of over 
25ctmng<js along iti ThedriTcr dcseiTCs greet prauo for 
the carofal way be piloted as over all diUneaUtos Wo got a 
sort of a dinner at Snltanpar aboat 10 o'clock at night, and 
errirod at Silligari at 13 next day, two boars late I 
never travelled ap the OUR so qaickly, and no got m 
jast at 7 P M, I now hear tho “ Pogla Jhora,'’ that pieco of 
the line that seems determined to defy all eagiDoiring skill 
has gone again and wiU lake eomo days to repair I hope it 
will be reaiy boforo wo go down, as it is no joko taking 
children over those broken pacta of the lino. 


DAMAGE To MILITARY LINES NEAR JALPATGURI. 

Tho shaking began at Daksa Doar, Jalpaigari, n few 
taioates pa t fire, and rapidly socrcased iq latcMity Of 
coarse wo all got outside as qaickly as possible Theco was a 
rattle and roar going on all roand Masses of the hill broke 
oway and hurled into tho valleys KIow Tho whole of the 
lines were severely damaged Tho hospital and two or throo 
of the barracks became simply heaps of stones Tho reman dor 
are cracked m all direotioas Two of the throe picquuts are 
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nnlnhaWt'iTjlo Tbo VH (D 0 0 ) Bongat Infantry 
Wing are hero jnst now. TJio foreit bungalow, the circmt 
house, and a now pncca house in conrao of consttacUon all 
collapsed The road from Bahsa to tho plains n deslrojed, 
and on entirely now one will haro to bo constrncted Every* 
body spent tho night under cantas on tho parade ground. 
The men are still in tents, but those people who inhabited 
cnlcha bungalows have boon able to return to them 

"From Alipur Dnars we heat sitaxlat tcpoils The Jail 
and I) S. 0 ’s hoa*o are destroyed , the hospital is condetoB* 
ed as nnaafe ZIuch Behar is said to bo in an even worse 
slate It is reported that not a pneca budding temaios, end 
that there has been considerable loss of life Tho European 
residents there had narrow c«cnpcs» 

The planters have aaffeted loverely. Eactorifis hare col* 
lapsed, new bungalows fallen and olherhoilduigs are much 
shaken Added to all this it was tho lonlh day before we 
leoeiTod any loiters from any place heyood Each Behat. The 
earthquake was on the 12 tli> and onr first ddk arrived at 12 
QOOQ on Tuesday, tho 23od Fifty miles of railway lino des* 
troyed, and tea days requited lo get letters across the gap. 
That says a good deal for tho Indian Post Offico. 


UNDER THE CARO HILLS 

hlOUKTAlNS SCARPED 17ITH IiANDSEIPS 
We have already given an account of the havoc wrought 
at Tara Our correspondent continues — The only provision 
1 could collect for tay wife and children that day, after the 
earthquake, when tho bearer and I ventured in for blankets 
and rugs for our little ones aaud falhag plaster and rafters, 

was half a currant caU which I distiQT.iwd...^Vr* W vaiA 

a lot of dust, and which my wife made for tea Nothing else 

did wo venture to bring save coverings and a little food and 

our camp beds, which we unearthed The secret of the 
American Baptist Ihssion houses standiog intact and bearing 
BO heavy a shock as describoa, so well, « that they are coa* 
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^stracted on a tetter principlo than ofEcials’ houses and publio 
'buildings, being on piles with boarded floors ; our bouso u 
•what is called a frame house, and mores elastically. The walls 
of their houses ate boarded, instead of being of ekra.-witb mud 
and co'^^dung plaster ontsido, which protects from drinu^ 
rain during the rains. This is well worthy of study for future 
coDstrnclion of houses in Assam. The Deputy Commission- 
er and his sister, iliss Howsll, are safely lodged with one of 
the other missionaries and a missionary lady. Wo have, in- 
deed, to bo exceedingly grateful to our missionary brethren 
^or tbeir great kiodnosa and protectioo in this time of great 
distress. The poor native iuhahllanis of Tara ate scattered 
about with their families wherever they can safely find a 
resting.place or shelter, while a large number of Gsros are- 
living in the compound of tho Baptist Union hlission, tboiv 
houses having been demolished, while others are afraid to 
remain in them. The Qoro idea of on earthquake is that the 
world rests on an elephant’s hack, and when the animal moves 
and shakes itself, the shocks are experienced. Poor simple, 
minded people ! I fear there must be many casualties among 
them in the interior, and many homes made desolate and 
buried, for the hills have signs of groat landslips in the dis. 
tance. 

We anxiously await news from tho outer world as to 
how you all are, and to know whether the effects of this ter- 
rible catastrophe are spread far and wide. God forbid I fear 
this will be long in reaching you, but I have made an effort 
to give you a brief sketch of what we hare gone through, and 
what we are also now experiencing with our children and 
out servants, who, poor creatures, are without houses. Wa 
fear if coraraunication is closed, os is fully expected, tho price 
of rice, etc., for some time until commamcation is re-estab- 
lished, will ha very high, aud tho poor will suffer. Let us, 
however, all unito in thanks to tho Author and the Creator of 
all things that wo are not worse off than we are now, although 
homeless. 

Tho earthquake is probably of the « wavoliko” and 
Torticar* character, i^nd not tho “whirling," which latter 
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!i said to be the most senoas and disastrous. Tts dlreotteo, I 
sbouTd icnagme, is north east to south west, as the rumhls 
preceding it came from the former m the latter direction j 
but last nigbt it seemed as if it came from the Bouth*west and 
it might possibly be concentric in character or carreots of an 
opposite direction causing Tcrtica! movements on meeting 
The transverse diameter of the current extends, I should 
magine, from a line diagonally across Tnra, between the sta 
tion and the missionaries* quarters as one limit, right away 
to the east and north east, towards Shillong and bojoud 
the Khasia and Jaintta Bills most likely Darjiling has per* 
haps jnsi mused it, as I obsnrve that the hills in that direction 
as far as the naked eye can see are not scraped with landslip^! 
as those to the north east and south and 8onth>wesi Of 
course I may be wrong, font la merely conjecture Consider* 
ing, however, tho abnormal cooditions of the barometer and 
thermometer of late along the Himalayas and also m the 
plains generally, the effects of this earthquake might boa* 
far reaching as that of Lisbon was If so, we have before ni 
another great di(a«ter to cope with in ibis land, m addition to 
the plague and famine , bat the ducorenes of Professor Hum* 
boldt and others seem to point to the coincidence of these 
events As I now sit and write there are shocks of earth* 
quake at intervals* 


KARIMGANJ, STLHET 

The shock varied considerably in intensity and dnrotiou 
in different parts of the sabdivision At Knrimganj itself 
tlio Snbdtvisional Oulcberry, Iho Mnnsiff’s Conrt and the 
Cbftntnble Dispensary, which are all pncca buildings, have 
not snffored at all except for a few slight cracks in the 
floor In the bazar, however, on the other side of the 
Lotla Hhal, most of the hoiues and shops havo boon serious* 
ly damaged. There are largo wide cracks running across the 
bazar m all directions Theso cracks, which are now foil of 
water, are gradually oilendiBg, and it u feared that befori 
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•very long tbe trlsols of ihe bac&r ttHI duapp«sr tato iha 
tirpr. Tlie soil bas aabsldod ihreo or fosrfoot !a differoot 
places ia 6he ba&xr. Faoca bosses bare collapsed is the 
iaris of three local zemiadars—l^als Stssoro Pal Ohaadri of 
Fanchakbaoda, Istr&r Chasdia D&ita of Bewadl and Sajld 
Baja Chandrijof Atgram. 

tea pardons, the puccft vails and pflUrs of most 
•>d^QnduigJ hare cilher cracked or fallon dotro, bni nowbero 
ba« the damage either to baildiogs or xnaebinerj been eoch 
as to caaso the maonfaotore of tea to bo stopped. The local 
roads have been broached in a fosr places owing to the collapse 
on bridges. There were sororal bad landslips in the Pass 
over the Dewalta Rills and across tho Pattorla Range. Along 
the river hank several harit have been mined, bat tho lots of 
life fortanatoly has been very small, tbo nniabor of deaths 
reported among satires being under 20. Some tea box cos* 
tractors hare bad tbeir vorksbops all destroyed on tho bank 
of thorirorat Bhaaga*Bazar. Tbo damage to tho rsilwaj 
ombsakodot and tbo bridges sontb of Barlikha station is 
reef bad, and It is feared that tbo lino vill not be opes again 
till the end of next cold weafber. 

Great dissatisfaction has been felt here nnirorsallj with 
the Postal PepartmoDt. Tho postal arrangements soemed to 
hare been completely crippled. Tbo first Calcatta mail reccir' 
fid after ihe earthquake vas on tho morning of Snnday, the 
SOthtandit brongbt ihe Engliihman of (he IStb Jane. 
Daring the next two dafs the papers of tho I3ib, 14ih, and 
16th vera received. The telegraph authorities deserve great 
praise for their prompt action in expeditiously restoring com* 
munlcation with Oalcuita and Upper Assam. 


NABAYANGABJ BOUSED. 

For once sve have been stirred oat of oar dalsess and 
monotony, and nothing short of an earthquake rroald do that 
in such a slwpj boUom I was ia my dressiog rooo, 
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gelling on mj namg “ kapro," wlon inadenly Ho lonu 
began to shako, as the shaking booaiao Tiolont ocl 
side into tho componnd. I nmt Jishahltc, and had ' lie 
pleasnto of seeing the house tossed nhout Iiko an omelclle in 
a frying pan, cracks opening and shutting about four inches 
iho worst part of tho shook lasted about two minules, 
and a great deal of damage has been done to all pncca 
hrildings, while every ohimuoy in the place shows sign, of 
having had a. mug Messrs M David i Co 's premise, have 
suffered most of all, and I see they are busy repauiiil 
Messrs. Ealh . have only had to take down a small piece ol 
one Eodosvu, nud Mr H P Wilson ha, had to take tte root 
Off hia small "pucca’' godown 

ularps o ground opened in 

Phe hondtheeh^infronlot Mr Wilson-, hnogalLsnnl 

rnnulw”! ? “.’’r" Wr M«ilavi.l< 

havLni propped np ,n front, the ground 

serZivr H-*'' ““"'J “« 

torsonsly damaged and are uninhabitable 

{Th, Ensl„h„an, Thur,i.y, y^y 1. 1807 ) 

MMAyoATHOHO BDILDlhQS OP 
DACCA AND KBISHHAGAB 

appeal, through At^hblshoo g''T f ^'“’‘"“Sar and Dacca 
He general Uhc t ' ^ ^ 

ohurches and other bnildmirs th iT ■'Osloro the 

recent earthquake Th, •‘“re been damaged by tho 

earthquake has damaged so m”"!! ‘hat " the 

-agar that It must Cwt Errsh- , 

‘ho apse, which i, of recent and .Mu””'* ““"s “arepl 

‘he convent at Enshaavar m “J '"“••rnclioa likewise 
must be lo, oiled to the ground. 
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anfl a new conalrnction made Meanwlule tLo lower floor 
of the Episcopal hoase has been adapted for a chnrch, 
and tho nuns have retired into the dormitory and school* 
room of the girls ” A anbscription has already been opened, 
and tho sum of Rs 650 collected The loss of the Missoin 
at Dacca is senoas “ The hcaatifal Sister’s house and 
Orphanage is a total wreck, the chnrch badly cracked and 
will have to be rebuilt , tho handsome and large church in 
Bacdhnra, erected only a few yean ago, is a heap of 
rchbish ” An appeal has also reached the Archbishop from 
the AdmiDistrator*Ap05tohc of Assam stating that " a great 
calamity has befallen the Mission The earthqaaka of tho 
I2th instant has made the Catholics homeless in less than ono 
minute aod a half Nearly all their churches and homes 
are ruined, aod many of their things have been ruined and 
spoiled throagh the ram They are in great distress not 
having the means to reboild churches and hoases *' 

(^Tht EngUthman, Prtiay^ y»^y 2, 1897 ) 

EXACT TIMINO AT PURNEAH 
As it 18 important to have the eiact time of the recent 
earthquake, I may say it occurred hero at 4 31 P ir, (railway 
lime) I was bathing at tho time, and hearing the rumbling 
sound, thought it was the train coming in past tho indigo 
factory where I am at present, the first shocks being east and 
west I ran oat at odco and stood outside of the house, a 
largo thatched huilcing with thick brick built walls Tho 
shocks changed almost immediately to north east by sonih* 
•west, and it was with the greatest difficulty that I could 
stand The trees were all shakiog as if m a strong wind It 
was the Mohamedan festival of the Mohnrrnm, and about four 
or five hundred people were mear my cutchery, with their 
“ tatias *' All those people fell prostrate and rolled about on 
the ground Tho shock lasted about 3^ minutes My watch 
was keeping exact time with my clock, and after tho shocks 
ceased, 1 wont into the house and compared my watch with 
the clocks and foand that the shocks had lasted 3J minutes 
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AlnJbsl every ircb in nly homo has hoen injnrei morft of 
iess The factory bail dings such as the vats, boilers, etc j 
have not suffered. The cahe boosO with a large corrugated 
iron roof held out well owiog to the tie rods, or I fear it 
Would have collapsed. Tbo cattb craohed in many places in 
tny compound and bluish-black sahd, mud and water vras 
thrown up here hs well as in many other parts of the distnct 
The Railway line east of Eatibor Station, E B S Railwsji 
was injured by its sinking and being cracked 1 went into the 
etatiOD of Purneah on the morning of the 14th, and drove all 
over the place and saw the dcstrnction that has taken place 
A large two storeyed honse, belonging to Ur Shillingfordi 
has suffered very severely, and Will have to be pulled downs 
hir. Arthur Forbes’s two storeyed house has bad the upper 
storey completely wrecked, and only escaped utter destruction 
Oniog to new additions haviog lately been made to ft This 
new work has saved the rest ot the house The Parneah Oath* 
oho Church has partly fallen down, Drummond Lodge has also 
suffered very badly. The large npper storeyed boose be- 
longing to Ur 0 Downing bas been severely sboken and 
cracked A honse in which Ur Williams, sub-manager of 
the Durbhanga Bsj, was living, has suffered terribly and be 
bad a narrow escape from being severely hurt. The big 
bouse belonging to the Durbhaoga Raj, occupied by Ur P 
Doff, has suffered considerably and will have to be partly re- 
built A house belonging to Babu Dhnruia Ohand, in which his 
manager, Mr 0 J, Sbilloogford was living, u a complete 
Wreck The Club has also suffered to a certain extent The 
Courts have escaped with very little injury. All other haild- 
ings, including the Protestant Church, have suffered more or 
less Bvecyono has taken out h« furniture and stored it in 
stables and out houses 

The destruction to house and other property is enormous. 
Mm, pjople ste Imog m tmu and ttatched bungnlows that 
vt.rB nnoccnpiod Isfor, th« entttqnnka The damage done 
in the Oil, ol Parnoah la Ter, great. A ,er, hand.onn 
'ariiage, ,a,l pntchaied hj Bahn Dhnrnm Ohand, ha. h«en 
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coraplately 8m*vsliotl. Ho has alto lost a lot of tis talldln^, 
which hare collapsed, Tho ahoeka haro boon continuing 
almost OTory few hours up to yesterday when I left tho ciril 
station. From erery side reports aro coining in of damago 
done to indigo factories and other largo buildings. 

V. Derr. 

DINA3PDR. 

■WhiTo the Mohurum fair was in fall string on tho 12th 
the earthquake occarred, and immediately tho people rashod 
oS in all directions to see to the safety of llieir houses. Since 
thoomostof the townsmen hare boon living in thatched 
houses. A.n Bsirolcger from ap*coantry has been terrifying tho 
ignorant people with predictions of Doomsday nnd the ond of 
the world. Even the njoro onligliiened people say that th® 
earthqnalco Is a scourge sout to chastise tho rich lor not open' 
ing their purses for the relief of the famine-stricken. The 
llaharaja and two pleaders suffored sercroly* The District 
Jndge had a narrow oacape. One death is reported. 

SDRVE? OF NARATEGAI^J. 
to your dlk edition of 28th instant, '*Esporos" states 
that the earthquake was from N. C. to S E., which is incor- 
rect. The quake began at 5-7 p ji , lasting Cro minutes and 
took the direction of S. E. to N. W. and the upheaval from 
E. to W. The damage douo is evtu more xteusivs than 
stated. In his account of tho grotesque aspects of the affair 
he forgot to mention that a yonng lady was in the same 
predicament as iho genUoman, and that from his ofilee to tho 
level crossing, he himself made a record time, notwithstand- 
tag Iha lAifi wa'A l.a io •nogoVisl©, wlnrii was taken in real 
good style.— Spobisuas. 

{TTie Englishman, Saturday, yttly 3, 3897.) 

DAMAGE IN SOUTH SYLHET. 

[feou oub owji cobesspobbest.] 

So much has bean communicated to you regardiugthe 
damage done by the earthquake, and that of an unreliable 
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pcit, tat oolhjng ictioaj Tie Jfftdhnp Chcrr* bndjo, wlici 
appears fti if it lisd boon bailt on atlarial deposit, bii (^o f, 
and m tho nci{,hboarbood Iba Ittt nro badlj craekel, 
and in most ccccntnc fashion Opposite tbii bridge there is 
one (Icnlcbi) belonging to Ibo Local Board, and this In 
aisoraed tho apjesrancoof a corkicrosr, the soil all rewl 
haring opened oat an I eirajad abont, crorabling (he bamboo 
material of tho bridge Largo fiisurei op to tho preieat 
tiao rcnaia as CTidoocoi of (ho riolonce of tho nphesTe! 
Palling farther on, (hero is considcralle aabsidencein tl-s 
high embankments, bat (he Lontleh bridge seems to hats 
•tood tho lest well hoir, from all this description t( wOI 
bo seen that (hero was no neceesiljr for atich a break in err 
dak letters, as most of the lino was open for trollj triEsi 
and CTcn if it was not, (hero is a GoTernmenl road rmairg 
parajlcl with the railway all the way from close to Akhiors 
to Kantngaoj and this road has been open to traCo all til 
time, and if the railway officials bad had any go in tbea, tie 
nails woald haro boon trollied on, when possible, and (hi 
rest completed by fool raoners 


.Apparently the carllHinako only injured badly tho hns 
aboTO Akhaura, and this cannot bo so bad as was at first anti 
cipated As I wired yon yesterday, wo bad official int nsUtm 
that ,t would bo open for “goods traffic ' in a month as farts 
Akhaura, so that tho distaoco which was really badly damaged 
is reduced to about 35 miles If goods traffio can bercsnined 
m n month, then trollies could haro ran all the time, and be- 
..d.. ,f lh,j corfd „„l, Ih. G<,vcr„„™i 
avadablc tor renoor. , b„, tor ..„o d.j. l|,„ „t U. 

a,.lr,cl rra, cot oti trom H, ^ . 

Ih r, T tl.0 ocglrbourhood 

L‘. ‘«>osro.,wor.o. th. 

1 bogs vroiimg »„ opportooit, to b, pci^a, i„t rogording 
-b,cb oot 0 ..„g„ cold 2; I 

lot itr I PO’* oLc oL.1., 

tb. -“‘tor o. tbcj ore boood bj oootract to drlrr.r 
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ito maUa, and as soon as possible. Tho Dolcberra Swanipj 
srbicli is the worsts disaster on Iho line, was not Tisit* 
ed by an Assistant Engineer for three days after the earth' 
quake, and the Executive Bogineer took nine days to arrive. 
The distance from Karimganj, where the Assistant Engineer 
lives, is 24 mites and 55 miies from the Execative Engineer’s 
headquarters. To (hose living in cities whore supplies can 
he obtained at a few minutes* notice, the gravity of 
the situation does not, perhaps, appear so great as it 
really was. Kear the Dolcherrn Snamp there are a 
large number of gardens, and as the popolation of 
these, perhaps, in the rough approaching 20,000 souls, 
is dependent just now on imported food, and which had 
been carried ever since the railway was opened — what the 
sodden stoppage meaot may be Imagined, and (till more, (ha 
indignation of the planters who immediately wired dorvn to 
send supplies by the steamers to find that their ielegrams had 
been quietly sealed np in a dilkbag, and loft lying in tbe post 
offices waiting a lucky turn of the wheel of fortune to get 
them away. Had tbo public been informed that their tele- 
grams were not beiog sent, doubtless special messengers 
would have been despatched by steamers to inform the Cat. 
cutta Agents of the gravity of the sitnaiion, but eight to 
nine days elapsed without any response, and then, strict 
enquiries being made, tho above disgraceful state of 
things was revealed. To thoroughly zealbo this, I onght to 
have said that this group of gardens was isolated until tho 
raibray was opened, and except by boat traiBc, many had so 
approaches. What a boon tho railway was one can easily 
imagine, as wall as what a disaster was nearJ/ eeeujrJvg ler 
want of food in a year of scarcity like the present, when 
practically all (he food is being imported to keep down rates 
and a searching enquiry should be made and no favour shown, 
although it is linccrely to Iw hoped that there will be no re- 
currence of such a catastrophe as to necessitate an appeal' 
to (ho public press in order to put the pubho service in 
order. 
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DESTRUCTION IN ASSAM 

Out DatraTsg corscspondeat, writing ^^lll 

was still in somo donbt as to the b^d news from' 
SbiUong The railway Ima at Terpttr suffered 

severely la parts, as bate also many of tbo gardens in that 
district In some places the machinery is badly injured, and 
this means disastrous conseqneneee, not merely t® tbe largo 
capitalist, bat also to the email ebarebolders Every district 
in Assam seems to have snffered more or less, notably Dhabn, 
Gaahati, and Hangaldai Roads are in a terrible state— in 
many parts scored with wide fissnros — whiW tb® lft®d has 
Bu uL in places to a depth of several feet, leav>®S the unJes* 
troyod bridges high and dry Rivers hav^ ovorBown, and 
banged Ihoir conraes, while floods are adding fresh horrors 
to the general discomforts and desolation all »rtjund 


(^Tht EnstisfimM, JUoitJay, July 5, J607) 


THE UrHCAVAt. IN SOUTH STLHET 
A 7E\ED QUEbTlON SOLVED 

[fBOa O0E OWK COttBESroSOEnT ] 

Tho almost total deslrnetion of tbo towiS of Sylhei by 
earthqnako on tho ovoniog of the l2tb oltimo taaj rortvo tho 
old qncstion which at one time formed a great bone of con* 
tonlion between Govoroment and the plantiPg community 
Until tbo seventies but Iittlo tea was plaotod lO the Sylliot dis 
tricl, and wo think that weoro right in eAJicg that only 

some SIX gardens or so existed prior to 1672 About 1874 this 
district began to be talked about as a tea prod®c®f» and sinco 
then enormous extcnsious have been (bo order cf tbo day, and 
How Sylhot ranks second In the list of productmu of Rritish* 
grown tea and in cons»iaonco is entitled to aomo roico as 
regards ilj adninutratioa Prior to 3830 all legal busme s 
Was condacted at wbat is at present known as tbo headijnar* 
ttrt sabdiTmon« and it anyone will gUnco at the map, they 
Will be at once struck by the uolated poiitioit of the head* ^ 
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qiiarter^ station and will not njarTfil at tlio grmnljUng of tlio 
Planting commnnity wbo for tho most potty case got np by 
tife police, bad i-o iraye] into Sylbot station to be present in 
Coart, a distance of 50-odd miles from tho greater number of 
tho newly opened but gardens. To in gome measure stop this 
outcry, Hr. Lnttman Johnson, the then Deputy Commisaioner 
resolved to decantraliae the station, and picked out Manlvio 
Paraar as the headquarters of Sonth Sylhet sabdivision, HabU 
gaoj of the subdivision of that name, Earirnganj fiuhdiTjS'on 
and SunamganJ subdivision, Sylhet remaining as headquarters 
of the subdivision o! that name and residence of the Deputy 
Commissioner, with Enropoau subordinates at oacb of tho 
above-named centres. At the time that this arrangement was 
carried into effect petitions were got up and on agitationset on 
foot to get the headquarters of tho Sonth Sylhet subdiviaioh 
changed to Kamilganj, a small bazaar situate on the hanks of 
the Doloi Blver, about II miles to the sonth-east of Maulvio 
Eazaar, and ou the Hoe of the Assam-Bengal Hallway. The 
object of this agitation was to point out to the " powers that'* 
be that the place was mneh more central than hfanlvie Bazaar, 
and among other proposals was one that would have been 
certainly for the good of the district, namely, the Babdivisien 
of tho district into two Deputy Commissionersbips, the 
Kuehiara river to form the dividing line. 

Sylhet district is by far the largest in the Assam Frew 
vince, and is considered very hard work for one man, and tho 
division would have been a good one, and the Planting in* 
icrost, which is mostly situate to the south of the Kushiara, 
would have decidedly scored; bat tho fates were against it; 
for, if our memory serves us rightly, Hr. Luttmaii Johnson, 
who was at home on fnrlongh at the time, on being sent for 
by the Duke of Devonshire (then Marquis of Hartington and 
Secretary for India) pooh-poohed the idea that the district 
was too large for one man to administer, and in consequence 
tho Secretary of State for India declined to interfere. One 
other great reason wo believe standing in the way was that 
as Assam was a poor province and in n struggling condition 
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ils Snancos would uot slaud the etraia of aUeno^ the 
headquarters station, wheu olread/ a sufficiency of pucca per- 
manent catchernes existed for the conduct of adnunwtratiOQ 
of the district, and it is for this reason that the earlhquale 
haring solred the qaestion* before permanent pucca works 
are again andertaken, it is expedteofc that this question should 
be reopened There hare been great changes in the district 
since the snbject was thrashed out before , and we renturo 
to say that, ware the now reigning anthorities consulted, the 
best interests of tho dutnct would be served by the removal 
of the headquarters to South Sjlhet subdivision The area 
ef tea m tbe Korth Sylhet sobdivtsion can by no means be 
compared with, either that of South Sflhet or Kanm- 
ganj , lO fact, only a fractional part , while lu the South 
Sylhet and Karunganj subdivision the nnmber of Enfopeans 
employed rau to, say, 200 against a possible 20 in North 
Sylhet Another great argument m favour ef South 
Sylhet is the proximity of tbe railway By this wo mean 
to Uaulvio Bazaar, for we presume as the Culchery build- 
ings there are comparatively nnisjured, it would bo chosen in 
preference (o Eamilganj althougb the latter possesses tho ad- 
Tautage of being ou the railway hue Tho disadvantage how- 
ever to Maulvio Bazaar would bo greatly ducounted if the pre- 
sent Chief Commusiouer's views aro carried out of tho loior- 
distnct tramways, o$ no doubt if MauWie Bazaar were pitched 
on ns a headquarters station, the Eamtlganj Maulvie Bazaar 
track would bo one of the Grst constructed This year tom, 
poraary huildiogs w\U bo run up m Sylhet station to carry on 
Ihoroutino of work, so that tboro is plenty of tune to thrash 
this matter out lo tho interests of tbe Planting community. 
To any one acquainted with tbo district the siloation ol the 
present headquarters station is au anomaly, and now that the 
question of economy and expense has been arbitrarily put to 
one lido by the earthquake, before any more money is spent, 
the one of convomcnco and efficiency of administration should 
take precedence Both Habigany and Kanmganj are too 
o«h»ttU,oodi ot Iho diilnct lo corao mto compelilioo 
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Maulrre BazA&r sulidiTisiOn , in nddition tbej firo ooi 
thorailwaj line and get at able in a few hoars, to that tha 
matte- redaces itself to merely what part of Sylhofc Babdm* 
Bion the headqaarierS should be removed and the choice lies 
between Maulrie Bazaar and Samilgao] Wo vontare ioeay 
that, alibongb the latter would be more coovoniont, the exist- 
ence of Cutchemos and Circut Honso at tho former would 
carry tbo day But this is but a small matter compatod tO' 
ibe accomplishment of tbo romoyol of tbo present bead 
quarters station to a central spot in tbo. South Sylbet sub* 
division We consider that the question might well form ono 
which the Tea Association should take la hand, and feel oon- 
fideut that if the present Chief GomtUusionor is approached, 
he will at once see the beaedt ef the change, and that there is 
no fear that this timo the wonts of the Planting commumty 
wiU be burked 


TITABAR 

June 29— I am writing two days’ sooner than usaat oy 
onr mail seems to have to go round by Goalundo Letters arO' 
still rather erratic I hare just gob one dated the 11th instant, 
Calcutta We wore Si e days without any mail whateror Wu 
still hear heartrondiog accounts of the aaSonng of ladies and 
children m Shillong Ko chaugo of clothes available, ntk 
spoons and forks, no beds, but mneh ram Bashas with plank 
floors are being built 

I only hear of serious damage dono to one bungalow here- 
where the walls fell in, smashing all the furuituro and orna- 
mcnis in the drawing room, aud most of the crockery in other 
rooms The mem sahib has found a temporary homo with a 
hospitable neighbour, while her other half plays at being 
Hannibal at Carthago In other bungalows a good deal of 
crockery and glass was smashed, but not muoh other daniao’e- 
doDO I see that exceedingly nice prophet, Mr Liolard, says, 
we are going to have another earthq^uako to morrow^ 16 
will be fuu 1 
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TlaJn has follon Jo gooJ qnaalilics— 4 CS in tliO list foMi 
Onja— and now Ihoro u n ttrong, dry, westerly wind Tfti*a> 
to dale S2 25 ngiinst 3t'02, 2toan lomperataro 82 70, Leaf 
beginning to cotno lliroagb tbo greoa fly and rod spider, bat 
weighing Tory light 


A DEATH AT BOaHA. 

A llarwan who was badly lajnred on the day of tho 
carlhfiaalo by a roof falling on him, died on tho 1st instant 
Thotcmporaryshcdsfoelho Colicclorato Cutchcry are all 
Cnishcd Tho District llagistrato ha* bailt a cntcha hoaso 
forliisposidonco Dr P. L Walts is still res, ding m his 
latchcn. 

{Th Engltthman, Tuttiau Julf t, 3897) 
SUnVET OPNATlATNaANJ, 
s^t < recent estimates of tho dnmago done ranlo it frora 
i to foar lakhs of rnposs. Tho tremor of tho earth still con- 
yesterday, tho 2nd, at about half*past oleren.wo 
«it a sharp shock lasting a second or two I am afraid to sUto 
the direction lest I giro "Sportsman" tho troublo of rtfatmg 
my Bormuo — Espceos 


APTEn THE EARTEQUAKB IN 
SOUTH STtUET. 

■11.^'°’"’°°'*°*''° '“'•■•’•“lo. Ibo mooBOon las Irnrsl 
Tnttmuujniv.oloncomthowayoE ramtnll, and tho -nholo 
coanlr, Hoodod It ndl bo oilromoly hard upon tho naliro 
popnlalion, atiuoh hai anitorod more that I can romembar 
intholaitodycaci, tho omonnt ot .lolnoji boinj abnormal. 
Uholora has not haon in proralonl n> a bad typo o£ forer, 
* *1. food grams, which is hemg exponencod 

in the district, i, caused by tho inability of the people to 
be r*eno'*if' epidemic of sickness. It may not 

qaiwd lo\\\ stored, and san is ro- 

aHow tho process of nnhaskmg to bo manipalated. 
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^ho conliottod 4all weather wo hare had for «omo treohs, cott* 
plc^l with gaps mado by »ickii6*s in the villages, has 
caused an enormous riso m prices, and gardens, it is £eared, 
will have to import largely to copo with this The weather 
for tea, oiccpting planting of jonog gardens, la oxccrablo nnd 
everything is sodden with damp, so that the quality of tie 
crop cannot bo good Tt is truly to bo hoped that wo afo not 
getting all the rain al tho beginning of tho year tho same as 
last year, and arc again to bo treated to another drought m 
the cold weather What with drought, faniinO) carthqaal. 0 , 
nnd flirtations of llother Earth with Voansy this year will 
long bo remembered Wo nro all trusting to Mother Earth be* 
having herself in a seeming and becoming manner tho day 
niter to»morrow, nnd lhai Venus will confine her aacieat 
charms to Mars and Juptior and loavo ns ont of tho question 
It may be fun to Venus hot it is death to us 

(^Thi Engltihman, Wednetdiy^ July 7, 1897 ) 

ON THE BRAHMAPUTRA* 

It 18 now possible to sum uptho damago done at Scraj* 
gan] and other pla"es along tb® Assam Valley The Circuit 
XIoa«e,Post OfEce, and Treasury wero alf very sovoroly damag- 
ed, tU® fir*t being totally nnfit for habitation A new pocca 
bungalow belonging to a Mr Knight was entirely dostroyed 
nnd tho mill chimney, mill and rcsidoDcos aro damaged he 
yond lejiair, bal fortunately tho machinery has boon practi- 
cally untouched with tbo exception of tho mam steam pij o of 
the eugmo which was broken by tho lop of tho chimney fal- 
ling It 18 perhaps fortunato that the pipe was broktn, for 
it iho m&chiasjj ha} conUnned. io raa whtto tho haildiag 
was falling, very much moro serious damago was sure to havo 
occurred 

At Rowmari tho force of the earthquake is shown hy a 
largo crack, in tho ground extending for a mdo in length and 
varying in breadth from two to six feet and obout the same or 
possibly more in depth , largo quantities of sand have been 
thrown i , in some instances it being over five foot m dojth 
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rrota this Tbain crack which runs in a borlh*wwl and 
sonth easterly direction, another goes at right angles also fof 
a rery contiderablo distance on its way completely under* 
taming two or three Lon«cs in the Tillage The Tillagers tell 
me that no damage of any extent is done to property 

At Dhnbri 1 was not able to go on shore (o see what 
damage had been done, hat I hear on good antbonty 
that it has anflered sBTcrely From the steamer I was 
able to see that the efanreh had entirely collapsed, and 
that hir Dobson’s bnogalow had also been so senonsly 
damaged os to reader it qmte unsafe At Goalpaia the 
damage is frightfsl The * Kjah Paltie,” which is, I snppose, 
fully half a mile in length, is an abtolnte wrecl^ the majority'- 
of houses haring sunk right into the ground, and m many in* 
stances nothing hat the roof being risible Dseept for one or 
two shops there u not a single home in its original position. 
The maiB rift, lato which most of (be bazaar has duappeared 
IS now, I snpposo, on an arerage abont tbuty feet wide by 
fifteen deep, but has since the earthquake eons derably filled 
Vp with sand When I tell you (bat one shop I noticed, 
winch I suppose was at least 40 feet by 2b foot and probably 
stood from 20 feet to 2o feet in height u with the exception, 
of port of the roof quite out of sight, you may gat some idea 
o! the extent to which the ground opened. 

The Treasury Cutcherrey, Telegraph Office, Post Office 
and Circuit Bouse arc lerel with the ground, and the agent*, 
bungalow Las been «o sererely sbahen that it u no longer safe 
and it IS only due to its being a cuicha pucca e&nstrnction 
that it bus not fared the same as the other buildings I was 
informed by the Agent that sereral shocks xarying m «ereiity 
I are since bft.n felt, and (but a strong smeJl of sulphur Las 
aUo been constantly experienced which I can corroborated 
there being a distinct Smell whilo I was gorngorer the place 
on the night of iho 25th lustont 

Ganbati is m a xery bad sfalo With the exception of the 
Telegraph Office and tuo bungalows not a single pucca house 
u lell •l.udiD., nid theio so .weiol, 1110.00 Hot Hoj 
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, 'Cn\l taro to bd pulled down and catirolj re bniU All tno 
Europeans living in the station with one or two exceptions 
nre living at present on board the Chief Conunissioner s yacht 
nud intend remaining thero until they can got some sort of 
place to live in built 

No damage has been done up here, but I bolievo one or 
two factories at Bisbnath and Tespnr and Jorhat Lavo 
suffered 


A HARVEST OF FISH 

Partabganj, July 4 

No ono seems to bovo yet noticed tbo strange phenomena 
coufcd here during the earthquake of the ISth ultimo The 
day after the occurrence (13tb j (ho market and some of thn 
bazaar roads were literally crowded with very large-sized 
fiah which was eoUing at two pico per seer On enquiry 
I was informed that they woro found dead along tho shores 
of the Kosi River , no doubt tho result of a tidal vravo 
unnoticed by auy Laropean 

Tho shock passed hero at 5 p S! , and lasted fully tbreo 
tniBuies The Mehurrum festivities were then at their 
highest revellmgs and it was a sight to see the infuri ted 
tamblmg down ou each other and lying still and awe> 
stricken until it was over, whou to our great relief the 
noisy crowd dispersed, and ceased for that day their 
fanatical demonstrations in honour of Emam Sahob Tho 
fanatics declare every object with the exception of the 
“ Tajiahs ’ oscillated, to which statement the knick- 
knacks oo teapoys and ou fancy shelves against the walls as 
well as the delicate china and glassware are a contradiction, 
for they kept their ground unshaken just as if nothing had 
happened The shock therefore, could not have been of the 
seventy of the one experienced in Calcutta, although all the 
pucca buildings in the district are more or less cracked, with 
tho exception of tho B C Mission Bouse at Latona, and tho 
picturesque new church built there lately by tho Oapuem- 
Fathers There are already a large number of native 
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coUTCrta vroilnng aa rjots for tho good of lha tiliasiOQ 
ns ^voll as for themselves The poor fathers have End 
Urge calls from tlio poor on their cbariij eod generosity 
daring the scarcity. 

The earth opened out at a place not far frota this, called 
Gocria Bazaar, and according to the story related by natives 
here, emitted water and sand which has now turned into snl* 
phut and smoke The heat has heen very over-powering for ten 
days as we have had no ram since the 26th ultimo The ther* 
mometer has been 95° lu the shado,hafc since last evening there 
has been a slight chango which has cooled the atmosphere a 
little, but wiibont ram, which is sadly needed The hhadat 
crop, which was a splendid one, 19 now looLing scorched Tho 
tjols are, thetoforo, having serious fotebodiogs for tho 
fataro pa<ldy crops as well the aghartie too caaiiol be sown 
without ram 


(The £ngltshman, Thursday, July 8, 1897 ) 

SCARCITT AND PBIOCS IN ASSAM. 

Assam, July I. 

Of course, Iho oil absorbing topic of conseriation u still 

the earthquake Wo are haonted by nightmares of falling 
bricks and collapsing roofs, whilo tho reality of buildings 
ItvcUod with tho ground, of bulging walls, and of houses 
donuileil of every shred of plaster but a few forlorn patches 
hero and there, arc sights from which wo cannot escape And 
such scones of desolation must pcrforco romaiu until tho cold 
weather sets in, for nothing of any permanent use can ba dona 
1(1 the raio«, when bricls aro not procurahla ifoauwhilo it 
seems hard that tho coohes shonld bo allowed lo proGt so im- 
TOen*oly by oiir raisfortuncs I soo by the letter of a 
Shillong correspondent to tho rnghsbman that coolio 

labour IS at tho moment at the rato of two rupees a day, and 
that people are glad to employ them at that outrageous Cguro 
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to build lashasi assist in excavating goods and cliattols from 
jnjned bungalow, etc. The loss of potsonal property has been 
very heavy to Europeans, and also to well*to-do natives, indeed 
in some cases it practically spells debt and ruination. Upon 
tho top of this it is surely scarcely fair that such exorbitant 
rates should be permitted. The coolie, who is thus about to 
amass a small fortune at tho expense of those who can 
ill afford it, bas himself lost practically nothing, for tho 
excellent reason that he has nothing to loose except per- 
haps n hut and a few cooking ntensils, should he happen 
to have lived upon tho side of a hill. Probably ten 
rupees or so would be tho outside limit of his losses, re- 
presenting, at the ordinary lowest rate of oiglit annas a day 
(although I am not certaiu that the ordinary Shillong rates 
aro not either twelve annas or a rupee per diem), twenty 
days' work in which to recoup himself . Would twenty days* 
pay cover the losses of any householder iu Shillong? One 
would think that under the present oxtonuating circumstan- 
ces Qovocumont might havo put down its foot and fixed fho 
payment of labour at a lower standard than two rupees per 
day. 

Itwill bo arguod that food supplies aro scarce j that rico 
is Es. 8 per mauud, Even so, tbo increased prices affect the 
European quito as much os the nati'^e ; but thongh tho cost 
of living may bo quite half as much again as formerly, neither 
Governmont nor private compamos havo seen fit to onhauco 
tho monthly salary of their servants. 

Somo interruption has been caused to the tea industry 
owing to tho dilBcaltj iu sondlug away tho tea while railways 
are iu course of repair after recent damages., and cart roads 
havo been impassable. Hauy buildings, though slauding 
Quharmed in appearance to the casual observer, are in reality 
eo terribly shaken that ony of those sliglit shocks which up 
till yesterday wo have been daily oxporieaoing, may cause 
them to collapse ; and a sovero storm, such as we havo tor 
, tho last few days boon threatened with, would probably have 
tho same xosuU. 
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SHOCKS IN TEH BAT 

A naval correspondent, who has jast rolarned frora* 
a steamer tnp, says he felt the shochs at sea at tho 
Ssndbeads on the 12th alitmo —I did not hear of it until tho 
29th Bat one day 1 certaioTy felt tho concussions of tho 
'* sttblorranean water hammer, * and remarked to one stand* 
mg near me that I could not only feel tho vibrations bat hear 
their rambling noise, and I conld not help being taken bach 
to March 1861 nhen I was coming to India ns second ofEecr 
of tho ship Mormogton, and when some 400 or 500 
miles oS the Brazilaa coast, wo felt (ho shock of llio 
soTcro earthquake which did much damage in Brazil 
On that occasiou at about a litllo before or about 10 & M,I 
was in my cabin and felt what scorned as if the vessel was 
grinding her bottom over a coral roef, or ns if both anchors 
had beoa let go, or os if tho men were rolling heavy water 
casks along tho deck, this being accompanied wilh the sclf- 
eamo rambles I hoard lately at the Sandbeads, bat I soon 
BaUsdad myself that il was not tho anchors lot go or water 
casks being rolled along iho decks by taking a peep through 
my window, and tbero I saw the men of tho natch on deck 
working at tho jobs incidental to crossing tho lino (as wo 
were that day) m tho Cno weather of tho trader As to 
•inking lomo rocks I, with Captain liowcn, ran array 
On tho poop, and looking oror the stern into tho deC]> blue 
soo could see nothing near the vessel and rudder for many 
faihoQS down On consaUatiou, wo concluded it must have 
been a “ seaquake '* On arnriog at Bombay some months 
later, wo read in the papers of a severe earthquake some CCO 
miles from oar position 
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{Thi Englishman^ Frida^t July 1897 ) 


SCAEOITT AND PRICES IN ASSAM 

Assam, Jal^ I« 

Por tea manufacture, tUeAvoather i» ererything that the* 
heart of the most captious planter could desire— liot> steamy,, 
sboiTcrs of ram by night, and fierce snn by day, Leaf is 
coming on well, and the oullaras for June will go far to- 
wards making up thedeCoils on the preceding months. It is- 
true that nothing can undo the mnohief done to young- 
plants by tho prolonged dronght, and that in erery garden 
largo patches of these hare whoMy died off, while many nar« 
sorios were total failures notwithstanding the utmost care ex* 
ponded upon them But those evils are post and done 
with, and though wa may hoare a sign of regret as we* 
see the large bare patches, to what we hoped would be & 
symmetrical clearance, we noto with satisfaction that the- 
surTiTora are Sac, healthy, young^ plants, growing with speed 
and Tigonr 

Jangle also growing with especial vigour and rapidity' 
lod the dilhcaUy is to- keep the gardens clear of it— a greatar 
Ii(EcaUy than usual jast now when labour isroqmrod so 
irgeutly for so many works Natives are oomplotmug greatly 
ibout the cost of ricc, -which in Dhnbn at the present xno- 
mont, is said to bo at Rs C per maund, and although gaedem 
nanagors are obliged b) the Act to supply it, if necessary, air 

3 8 to the coohes, it may be imagined what an additionaL 
tram this will bo to expeodituro 

On all sides, too, from Enropcans I bear of the increased 
difficnliy JO oWa/aiag fTovsttosis Iwailj jllftrghts are noir 
most diQicuU to get, and Ihoir price is prohibitive tight 
timi'is fora skinny chicken, somewhat smaller than a pigeon, 
IS quite au ordinary price, while even in tbo lower part of 
Darrang, commonly supposed to be tbo land of nurghis, 
nothing can bo got under four annas, and I am informed by a 
lady ID those parts that those to bo bought are so ridiculous 
ly imali that no plate of soup can bo mado wUh less tlioa two 
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Gol seUing a^ide (bo cost, iho dtiBcnlty is to got a safficicni 
supply and the nulacUy houaewifa u oftou at Iior wit’s cod j 
wliilo the male creature growls at tLe scraggy joints settbrt. 
fore him and uses unparliamentary langnago when tho 
khaoi&mah requests that the weotly bazar money should bo 
doubled Goat«, too, are at famine rates, Sftcou or sixteen 
rupees being quite an ordinary prtco 

Kow why should Ihcso things bo P Goats add murghts are 
no less plcnlilnl than tl ey were a tow years ago If this slate 
ofb0airs continues it will soon bo impossible for Europeans 
to live itt Assan, unless Ooverement comes to the rescue with 
some sort of legislation 


(77l« Ensliihman, Sdturd&y, 10, 1607.) 
E? THE HEART OF THE ^'AOA HILLS. 


rARTIAL DESTRUCTION OF EOIIIilA. 


.TIME FR03I THE TELEGRAPH OFFICr 

Hohima, Lagi Dills, 80th done, lfe^7 — Lolwithiland* 
Ing n delay which was inevitable, an account of tho 
earthquake lu this part of Upper /ssam may proro not 
uninteresting hirst, ns to Loliimo, which is n little known 
Cuiland Jlihtary station 1,080 feet nboTO scaJoreJ, standing 
in tho midst of tho wild Nag* range on tho rastern hronlitr 
of Lpper Aipnm, diitoLt Smiles north frr m Mantj ur at d 12'! 
milci south from Nigntirg (or Shiknn(.l at) sltamor gliat on 
the Rnilimapatra. It is m tho sumo latitude with nnd some 
k'OOmilot cait of Fbilloog. 

On Ho 12th iBiiaat at about 5-20 r « (local lime) 
wo flit the Er»t slock of (he caiH quake, who«o violrnco 
made ui sorachow fiel anxious m inrljcal-ir for hhillorg and 
CalcuHa, where wo knew the nnntioui inn oiiry hnildiug 
wouldlmiebnt hUJo efanceiftln rnrih ware were e\ca 
lalfaisercroaswc lad experleoccd I sultcg tn my 

t*r4iD, faclogcait, jttit outside my Lutgalow, cxatuuing o 
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fiTowfer-ljcd, vTfica I suddenly bogan to feol dizzy from ah bj)* 
Jijittfnt at fir t gentle fore ajcl aft novement ^ot liaring 
b-*oa well, I naturally conoetred T was going of! into a faint, 
and instinctively pressed my foroLead and eyes with my 
hands, but the peculiarity of the motion and vibration of the 
ground, both of uhroh became more violent, immediately ac^ 
'qaamted me with the fact that it mast bo an earthquake, and 
this Was at once confirmed by hearing the creaking of the 
uood Qud iron work of my bungalow behind, and ob&erving 
the cousteri a ion and alarm of my sistwr, who thou rnshod 
oat of the verandah, and of all the servants, who al o very 
speedily vacated the lionsov On ruing and looking around I 
discovered the whole house bodily recking— I should say at 
least SIX inches each way from the perpendicular at the 1 igh- 
Ost point (25 feet) — di'tiiictly east and west (not to bo teo 
partwalar), the ciict situation width wi‘6 of the bouse being 
S E andN , and my sister stoggerng about tr)iug to 
maintain her equUibciom. almost bebeviug that the world 
was coming to an ood, while (he cook id horiificd alarm Ta*L* 
ed forth from Ins kitchen repeating aloud the Lnlma and 
callitag out that (hero was something wrong with t e banga* 
low roof 1 doubt if he felt reassured when I told him it was 
not the roof bat the world that was shaking, Thu other ser- 
vants could not keep their feet but fell flat to tl c ground, 
^ wnppy kept running about, watching the house and 

% **8ted cer'ain valuable ornaments on 

3 , ^ ^ ^oxtenai^ mantelpiece woold be mevilubly destroy- 
l„Uko a rmhlo taro tLem, Int wa> (aUn 
abac^ I could not at first move, and staggered 

Tiol/nllj cpoclaW >' tin board a bia1 m a bcivy 

Bwej) R» (he height of Iho ware <liraiui«ihed, T 

folced my bouse, dodging the orchids hanging 

in tna veBfcdah hicU were plunging violently to and fro 
(evst any west) i,m a most extraordinary manner abcut two 
feet fro/ the p^^rpendicnlar each way Fortunately not a 
suiglo /rn&roont Jiad as yct suffered, and I had time to remove 
thcia-Ul to the 'ground The two mantelpieces of iho house 
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faced back lo back, N W and S B , that is jo the difofiti&tt 
opposite to the svave, as did most of the eholres and brackets,^ 
and consequently, with the exception of one small vase laii 
prostrate, not a single article tvBs thrown down during 
the whole period of the wave. I afterwards discovered slight 
cracks extending upwards m both eliimneys, and tho clock 
on one of them, whoso pendnlum swung norlh'east and 
80 utb*west, stopped short at 5 20 pm (local titae) There 
were no rumblings or explosion sounds The appreciable 
part of the quake lasted some five minutes, as I ascertained 
afterwards from the Telegraph Master, who, working beforo 
his clock, had at once noted the hour, viz , from 5 24 to 5 29 
P It , local time, or 1 G 24 to 16 30 (» r , 4 24 to 4 30 pm) 
Madras time, which is 57 minutes behind Kohima time. 

After tho shock had passed, we had time to re enter the 
Terandah (which I had again vacated) and sit down and pass 
same remarks about the visitation when, some four or fire 
minutes later I guess, we heard seveial loud explosions like 
guns in the direction of the fort | of a mile nDrth'west,which 
I remarked must be cither the mountain battery practising 
or bombs going oil in houonr of IheMohnrrnm. But shortly 
afterwards news arnvod of tho effects of the shock m the sta- 


tion, of fissures and down-fallen masonry, and the cause of the 
explosions, which were due to the lops of fou" strong stono 
masonry chimneys of the 43rd G H Ilospital in the fort 


having fallen on tho iron roof Hero then I would remark on 
the j eculianty of tho earlhqanke as I observed it^g^g^e earth* 
waio evidontly appioacbed Eohima from the j^j^^south* 
east and extended very slowly oortb-wost, eo) I fro 

vibration being slow and regular, foimed like k 

and heavT wave at sea, fakiDw tome four or f t. , to 

, , , , , lyibO’O violen* 

reach tho fort, less than 4 of a mile di«tant N\ r.i ' 

. .* 1 . .. v Shillong ana 

low 18 the last one on the extreme south east ent , . , 

- , - , -iinry buiJaingi 

tiou, and we did not hear tbo noise of tumbb; „ _ 

. . . , vavo wore oven 

four 01 five minules aft“r the vibrations had v, , . 

Sind tlie liroo of this (umhlmg was rejorted, jj « 

dccloi atd Tclegiajh Maattr, both present, as ’ * ^ 
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tcHnioMion o\ Iho sliocl*. thon oxporioncoJ This direcliott 
^nd dilatoriness aro conGrmcd, ^mong others, hy two cJGceffl 

ivere oal walking at apointontho oxtronie 8onlli»wost 
of iho sialiDu and about two miles on tho opposite siclo of thO 
Valloy in a direct Imo with roy bungalow They wero 
first apprised of something tinnsual by obsetTing groat 
commotion among the naliTo soldiers in tbo lines loimtdi* 
atoly below them to the north cn«t, somo moments after which 
llioy them«el?03 began to fcol diziy, nod had to make foe 
safety from tho cdcO of thu Umd I think the direction, there* 
fore, IS established so fat* as this locality is conccrncdi 
Tho fort, being tho highest point m (ho ccn(ro of the station, 
Boffered most Coiides tho hospital, tbo arched roof of tho 
Hagnzina-~tl )0 strongest building as a ralo*~>wns rent in ts 
couple of places and let m the ram and (ho cast wall of tfio 
Treasury catne down like so many loose bricks (what a fine 
cl anco for loot 0i ^ho treasurer having a narrow escape and a 
small part of tho fort ramparts gare way Iho Magazine is of 
stone masonry and the only entirely pucca coD*lraction hero 
The barracks aud bazaar were damaged very slightly by tho 
fall of a few kako ualb, ole 

The most curious pheuonjona -wcro tho senes of fissureg 
of which we liaro 80 often read bat never experienced "Wo 
cannot boast of sand and water founlains, hut tl cso 
cracks were very numerous and observed m leveril 
places, the principal onos, however, passing up towards or 
through tho fort, where the shook appeared to hare 
culminated 1 ii&ced one long fissure for about of a 
mile oxtenuing from SB to N. W from the regimental 
lines below to the 1 oipital in the fort above , and Mr Clancoy^ 
the Executive Engineer, contmucj to exhibit free of charge 
two respectable rifls immediately below his bui galow in tho 
extreme south-west of tho station (which, if it had been pucca, 
^aould have been in rum*^ commencing from unknown 


listances in the south We traced the mo<t prommeut, first 
^ orth east for over i of a mile up and down along the ridge 
to the Treasury in the fort, and then downwards and north' 
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^vestirards for anofber i milo across tlio militiry poiicti 
parade ground (where tbo fir*t crack jnentioDod tcctned 
to pass down and got lost), skirting a largo mass of rock, 
which it seetncd to avoid towards the [oltcc hospital I 
learnt this fissure extended up the htU northwards towards 
the Naga vill'ige ahove — passing hcfcween the Jail and the 
Rev Dr Riveub rg’a componv d — at any rate, within Imoiv* 
ledge, for nhont a mile this fi'^saro appeared to extend 

At 120 A a (local titnc) Iho following morning (13lh) 
another series of violent shocks occurred, hut of lesser intcn* 
6it) and duration (by one fourth, 1 should saj), rousing np 
all sleepers Since then in fact vibrations have every now and 
thCD been felt almost dailjt and sometures twice b day by 
several persons ^he most marked of those noted were one 
on the 14th at t 5 X M , another at 9>4S r M on the IDtli, a 
aeveto one, which dislodged Iho plaster from the north walls 
*iad widened the cracks in tho Police Hospital chimneys 
occurred on the 2Cth at about C 80 fn, and anther at 0 ^>0 
F u on the STth— all Lladras time, as noted by tho Tclo* 
graph Master 

Another peculiarity observed here, ss ui tno«t other 
place*, was tho iUdaen melvorologica) change After a com^ 
parative drought extending soma days (this year has been 
UD''easooably dry) wo had on tho afterooon of tho IKIi 
Susiaul a sudden Violent downpour of ram, certainly for the 
period it lasted (half an hour) the heaviest Oiis year, and 
exceeding any snch storm I have ever experienced lu or out 
of Assam 

T.hero are sotna old residents of Assam here who sa^ they 
believe this earthquake can perhaps only be paralleled, then, 
hj the very severe v sitation which occurred in Af'am. in_ 
18lj8 or 18t>0 1 hi3 may b« the caso as regards some localities, 

hat cau scatcely Irold good fur all tha areas now aSccled, and 
complete repoits are still coming 111 of whole villages having 
been hurled down the mountain sides, as at Cherrapuuji, and 
oil er village , as in Sylhel, being bodily engulfed m tho eaith 
Wud their Siles now only marked by 
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(77if yi‘h 1897.) 

THE C^ETlEAP^^JI DISASTER 

V^nn A FAtUNd Vihaoe is Like 
A Tnissionary re«ident on the Cherrapuoji Hills sends tlio 
followicg accoant o£ llio daniago done in llftt dislnct — Tho 
ZQUDon famihos id onr Bcld aro tafo, bat owing to cornmnni* 
cations being interrupted wo wero somo days before wo got 
news from all ibo alntionSi and during tboso ddjs wo wero 
very anxious Ercry gtono building, inclndiog mission bouses, 
cbapels, Lospitals, schools, ole , is lovcllcd to tbo ground 
Tbero IS not a siugle etono building in all ilio Lbnsia and 
Jainfia Hills, SyUict or Haubati staiding Fou will ba\o 
toen m the papers that only two 1 uropcan deaths bavo taken 
placo in Shillong, but tbero aro numerous deaths among tbo 
natives all over tbo country Tbero were between 30 and 40 
in Cherra itself, soren of them being Chruimns, onoaliltlo 
orphan who was under onr caro and was instantinconsly 
killed m my bouso while asleep, anotber, a paiiout id tlio 
hospital, who was waiting to got well enough for mo to 
operate npou him for d|*casc<l bono , another was Mr Jones' 
bouse keeper, who was killed in tho mission house on the top 
of the hill In tho coal mines near Cbcrra tlieio wero about 
S2 pcr<0D3 buried Tbo villago of Sohbai, near Hal adco D B , 
was nearly all earned down the bill side, ai d about CO perish* 
cd Anotber Tillage sear it, called Leitmm, was buried by 
the hill aboTo falhng upon it, and S5 penshod Nearly tho 
whole of tbo Sbella yillago tumbled down tho hill 
side into the river, and lOC aro known to 1 avo perished 
Tho same thing I nppened to Norgwat and 3ymong near 
Sheila, and in that group of Til/pgcs aboui CO aro known to 
have been killed A great many wero killed on tho roads from 
Cherra to Jhenah Ghat and Shelia In Shillong there Lavo 
been several deaths at the Government Printing Press, six or 
seven Marwari women m tl a bazar and from almost every 
village wo hear of several haring been killed You would not 
know tho neighbourhood ol Cperra now on account of the 
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Jandilip*, nlneh ft-o atHl Romg oo willi rrrrjr •Ijcx'V btkI 
»!iowcr efiain, otid tliofoarnl of l!>ol Ifjnil »*> oarMrjfon* 
Jinnalljr 11 rrry dcprcmnfj Tho fiiUon wliich oar Mintor 
»lai>oni» Imll X* fait iSo'p^ ttjo t<XT»or, wUatcrer- 

portion of il rf^ami wilt nol 1«<9 ocpapi«*<l ftjaln bf tJm 
pcnfration Tlio real from Cliorra to Slnllonf; Im iliproJ 
ilown for tnlln, and probaMj win not bo luiH a^ain Th* 
ground In TOrj inanj placoi foolt B« if it lia<l b^rn cbnmed, 
sod in other pfacei tha lont» tle^p cr*"!.* fool- 

I wa* 111 Sliillorg at the timo of tl e ca*a*tropl e I ! ad 
rrnlcil a houie there, nod nai tilting m It* ▼cra'ida’i Trilli 
four otl cr rniiilonarir*. lad anjl# warning, nrd I 
eliouted for then nil to ran, rnnoing *mj*flf at the nno 
lima TTilh OUT hula boy 1 d»l Uu« l»rcaaio the hcnio we 
rrero in wai old and ricVcij Tlio otlrn laaghisl at ne , 
but m n foir loccndi tbiogi became lo irrtoai that the/ 
alio itaried to run. 

Ili0 two ladtei had to iio on Ihegronnd, »o great wai 
iho oi'illalion of the earth Aa «oon m ponillo wo went 
to onr ramion eotnponml, ftbool two mile* away, Tl o 
eight ai wo were going Ihreugh the elation 1 »1 all ncrer 
forget, I tdiM woro rnihing towanij tho Oorernment 
3 Touio, fomo of tho naiiroi •hontmg "Allah]* oilers 
*' Itam 1 ' others " U Illci ]** crerybody loohing friglten* 
cd, and some ftrong mco ready to faint Krorythitig mado 
of tnaionry wai lercllel to iho ground Wo epent tho night 
jn a hut in the natiro bacar, mo«t of ni silting on rcicurd 
chairs and stoccs The freqnrut ihochs and Ihe I eary ram 
pouring upon ns tsado tho night eery nnierahlo On tho 
morrow wo morel to on emily elra building that was 
standing Lait Saturday weolc wo come to Mauphinng, 
but I had io leave roy foraily and the others there becauso 
tho road had fallen I managoJ to como on hero myeeJf 
on Monday, and began to clear tho rums and buhl lints 
for the summer My |>oobi nro in pretty good eondition 
but all tho furnitnro is smashed, except a folding spring— 
bod that had Lcoa loft xosUag asuinst tw •wall Bomo 
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l)oxos conlamiDg clothes are in good condition excopi that 
^lie Oherra ram has heon ponrmg into them My greatest anx* 
iikj* u abant getting a homo to lira lOt becaaso the beayy ram 
pre\ ents the workmen going on with it X am living in a Khassi 
hut We are getting plenty to eat now We wore all m ditBcnl* 
ties ai one time because oar food was baned under the rmns 
and communication with the outside world broken Bat th&t 
difRoalty did not last many days Those of the missionaries 
whose houses had their inside walls kntcha managed to save a 
good deal but the thick pncca walls have crashed everything 
ctashuhle belonging to ns Every single bailding we have— 
the expense of 57 years— is totally ruined. 

THE FtaSUUES A.T PURNBiH. 

As Mr Oldham attaches great impsrtaace to the exact 
time of the earthquake being 6xod, I may say that the hoar 
by the kutcheiy clock was 4 local time 4 40 P » The 
great shock lasted three mmates, bat the qaake lasted nearly 
seven All twu storyed houses camo down, ooe>storeyed pncca 
houses were shattered and rained and baogalows with timber 
frame work in tho walls stood the shook well, and only lost 
some plaster At about H miles opart, coinmenoing m tho 
eoath at Hardah, the earth opened out rents running from 
east to west for many yards The cracks or rents wore from 
nine inches to a foot broad From one of these cracks, 290 
yards south of my honso, poured out mad, sand and water 
for about twalvo hours This rent is on high ground, sad 
the stream of quicksand made its way down the lateral 
cracks to low lands, forming a volame of liquid mad 100 
feet broad covering many coltjvated fields. Thereat north 
of the civil station is similar, and bore too a stream of mad, 
water and sand poured out A little over 1^ miles farther 
north at the city or old town, rents and cracks innnmerable 
opened out, sending forth mad, sand aud water, which event 
ually found its way into the Kosi There is a report that 
some indtgo has been covered to a great depth with quick- 
sand Tho cracking of the ground alarmed ns dreadfu]jy^ 
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lal M limo rolKil on fttti noiiewi cano Iron Cilcalls, 
fear Wfti mcrcAJcd Tlio calling off of lele'j.rapbic corataan»c> 
ation icctncd tholaU ilroloof fata rarneali at One 

timo lo ly) a TolcanJo centre, l>al wo know Hat llio yxJQfiio 
ojt of mud and land frora tho cracki may \jn doo to mar* 
e»rl!i prenuro when tbo ware cioet« wjtli Ilttla reiutaiice 


SHILLONG IN RUINS 

WOUSK TIIAK ANY I)I SCniPTlON' 

Ltlllo maro than a forintglit a^o, and Skillong, in nil Ht 
beauty, bom comparuon with aU InU »tat»on» 5 q India 
Natarallj bcauttful, w>Ht it* lorolj trcci, liilli, dalc«i and 
watOrfaUi, arclntcclunH; beiatifat in i(i public buildii gi 
and pnvala bangalowi, tailefal and lorcly m »ti conpoundi 
and gnrdoQf, an 1 pcricctordor prerailing on all iidci Now, 
aUi I tho icoQo u changed , deiolatioa and ram reign loiteaJ 
A planter, wbo camo ap from Ibo plaioi lait week (o ico 
Shillong ta ili raiot, walking and ndiog Iho journoy oror 
Iho broken roadi ai boit bo contJ. laid the btif bad cot been 
told him. that only icamg bad coariocod hua of tho damage 
which Shillong had loitamod. 

It may bo that tho fa''tf concerning the diiaiter aro 
now taoro perfectly known, for commaaicatioa haro now 
boon poisiblo for tnioy day# pa»t , prorioujly any letter# or 
wires sent indiscriniinatoly, bad tmall chanco of safo dohrcrj , 
bODCo tho dolay, whiob bas caused anxiety and duappomt* 
mont to #0 many anxious fricods. It sooms that only somo 
Cro or «ix ladios and fourtoon children found shelter iti 
Government Ilouso compoand on thO night of tho disaster 
and they all removed to thoir own or other friendly com- 
pounds on tho following Sunday or ITonduy. Since last 
avritmg shocks havo bcou Joss froqaont, Until last night (tho 
27th). whoa from 11 30 to 2 30 a it wo ciporiencod four 
shocks of greater seventy lhau any ainco tho first 

Tho ramfall has boon less heavy of lato, but sovero gales 
Ii»v. had a .omonhst prejudicial oUect oB teals aud tompcri. 
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, Ko doufet, to^cvor, the ill-wind has not boon without its good 
^-pffocte in drying tlio tents, inside and outside, as -well as tho 
stliaralcd ground. Tlia once pretty compound of the hotel, 
itself in ruins, is packed with bashas, which look like so many 
kutcha stable erections. 

To give some idea of the rnins was my first intention in 
writing to-day. It may bo of some general interest to know 
Shillong now stands— or ratber bow much of it is left stand- 
ing. Government House, from tba front view, is simply a 
heap of stones, in one disorderly pile. The back view is the 
more distrossing, for the fact of tho ruins once having 
been a bouse can be traced in the broken remains of the 
corragatedroof. It evidently foil backwards. Tho servants’ 
honses, all stone built, bavo also fallen in the same 
backward direction and bavo simply collapsed, tbs 
corrugated roofs sitting as U wero on top of tbe ruins. 
The once pretty Cottage, associated with Ur. end Mrs. 
.dllen, is a pitiablo sight. Only somo torn and shallor- 
cd thatch is visible, and, this b mixed with the great 
BouganvilUer, which overgrow it. In front there is nothing 
but a mass of Flowers, as a rule, have not been des- 

troyed, and these in their trim garden order are strange con- 
trasts to tho shattered remains of tho houses. The church 
ruin is easily described; a mass of red stones in ugly dhorder, 
tho chief entrance standing fairly upright in their midst. Tho 
organ, of which wo woro so justly proud, tho obtaining of 
which was part of tho good work done in Shillong by Ur. 
MVilcocks, is shattered beyond all hope of repair. Tho box of 
beautiful vestments and altar clothes has been recovered un- 
hurt, while the Trinity season cloth on tho altar at tho time 
of the disaster b cut and destroyed hut not hopelessly so. 
licedless tosay, that tbe altar, vases, crucifix and beanliful 
lamps are completely destroyed. 

It is scarcely possible, however, to feel regret (or any of 
these things, when human lives have boon so meicifnIJy 
spared. One hour later and tho choir, numborieg ever 
twenty, would have been at Ihcir nsual weekly practice, when 



( 212 > 

)!scape would bare beon almost impossiblo A nicre cbauc^^ 
loOi preTonted a young lady from being at organ practi^ 
while the disaster actually ocenrrod 

Cresswell Lodge, the wsidenco of our much regtelted 
friend) Mr McCabe, is a lad sight One of the most bcautifa! 
houses in Shillong, it is also one of its worst ruins,— only o 
heap of stones and dthrtt^ with hero and there some brohen 
piece of furniluro projecting Here a bed post, there a sword, 
a broken desk or cbair, a bit of torn carpet, a well known 
bat with its I 0 S colours, battered books, all speaking 
temmucences of tbo niaa we mourn AboW twenty yards 
from the house a farounle pipe was fonnd, pitched there 
from tho voratdah with much of its farmshings 1l e 
circumstances which hallow the ruins of (bis once hospitable 
house are so sad that one shrinks from dwelling on them 
Mr Gait’s beautiful stood built house is also a special 
matter for regret Much sympathy is felt fer Mrs Gait, 
so recently entered on her new uud happy life All her 
pretty wedding presents ure lost or ruined Tct one bears no 
murmur from either Mr or Mrs Gait Only ono matter 
caused gnof to Mrs G&it, and that the loss of her little ayah, 
whom she ha^ left at work id her todq a Utile while before, 
and who was buried in the rums Mr aud Mrs Gait hare 
found shelter in their coach boose and checrfally say they 
are thankful for it, and in addition are doing all they can for 
others. 

Mr Monahan a bouse, Torragbnr, is Unothcr complete 
ruin, but he has thrown open his compound and made many 
houseless friends welcome and comfortahle in tents and 
bashas there Mr Corkery has been glad to take up residence 
in his fowl house, white bis coach house has been given up to 
ladies Too busy aUendmg in fais sfaro time to the comfort 
o! others, he has not troubled £br bimaelf or his lost posses 
sions 

Major Priestley ha? to day tetarned to his regimental 
duties The 42nd Ctutkha Riflca Las Inthero been under 
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toWmanil of Captain Ctiatlorton, to wliom llio liJgLcst praUo 
'j’^dno for the prompt and tborotigh moasnrM winch ho adopt- 
ed for the care aud protection of tho enfferers hj tho disaster. 
As in addition to llaj r Pnestloy, Lioatenants Norio and 
Strange happened to bo absent, the greater credit i« dao to 
those on duty, namely, Lientoaant and Adjutant James, 
Lieutenant Shaw, and Surgeon-Captain Parry, in praise of 
■whom too much cannot be said. The station is also loud in 
its gratitude for llio able work dono by Dr Campbell In his 
own quiet unostentatious way ho seems to ha%o been tho 
friend and adviser of all. 

Before closing may I bo allowed to contradict tho liato- 
menl made by a correspondent that a “ European lady had 
been drowned in the lakes ” Tho lady m question is alno 
and well, and, I am told, was not oven near tho lakes at tho 
lime of tho disaster. 


{Tht En^ltshman, Tutiday, July 18, 1S07 ) 
DACCA AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE 


Tho earthquake has dono much more domago to tho town 
than was at Grst apparent The double storeyed native houses 
ell over the place are bidly cracked, and as one passes alou"’ 
one can see pieces of walls, arches and roofs being dismanll 
ed and rebuilt and cracks plastered over When one sees tho 
bad mortar, like so much red dost, that the houses are built 
with, one can hardly understand why tho whole place did 
not collapse with the severe and long shaking wo had. Tho 
European’s houses havo suuered badly too , the Collector 
Doctor, Judge, tho Enns, tho Deputy Post llaster-Generah 

tho Superiutcndeut of Eheddahs, all have bad to vacate thtir 
dwelliDgs to seek sbelter olsowberc, with frieude chitfly, as 
practically no other houses are avaiUblo 
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The Comrnnsionor'# lioaio,wlucli Ijih jo^t been «lono np ntid 
put iu orilcr for !in rcii lonct, il having been Iin ofiico befor^ 
if 10 I'nlly dnangcxl that moit of l( ino»t Iw pnllwl down, and 
theroBTO onl; two toomv la it lafs or Dt lo Jiro in, 

Mr Salmon, wlio wai living in tlicClub hud a rarrow oieapo 
Tho bod m rrliich Iio bad jtt«l been lying vrai inadicd liy 
part of tho roof falling on it Ho wai bating n bitb at 
tbo time, and only managed to oicapo down into tho com- 
pound by tbo iwctpor a la Ider when llio vrall fell down Tbo 
wholo wall on the loulli cntl aido of tbo room collapoJ Tbo 
Mitlord lloipilal ii bally damaged niid many of tbo ] atienli 
bad to bo put into touts at onco Tlio polico at tl u Mill Dar- 
racLs aro alio under canras, as tbo roof tbero fell in* and t! e 
budding IS not safe 

Tbo Sliab IlAgli bouse, tbo Hosany Dalan, tbo ShabbOD 
Medical Hal), tbo L Ion dotnalo School, and two or tlinni large 
naliro bouses aro complete rums Tbo norlli-wcsl cornor of 
tbo largo veraudab of tbo col1Ce,o foil down, ns did olso tho 
south TCratidab of tho ddb bungalow, wbien is so badly 
damaged and cracked that it had to bo tacated Many other 
bouses su diffotoot parts of tbo town bavo partially collapsed 
Tho old Mult on tbo riTor bank near tbo woler-works fell, 
Lilling four men, but tho remains of Ibcco ouly bare as yet 
bcca zccoTcrod from i\x<3dehns 

Half tbo old tower of tbo Armoniau Cburcb, from 
top to bottom, has como down, end two of tbo pinnacles 
at tbo cornors of tho stcoplo of tbo Hugbsh Church 
(St Tbomai ) were to badly thakcu that they bad to 
bo disn^viOiod Tbo old Lall Cagh rums havo not boon 
m -if there n A couple of tbo I Itlo turrets at the corners 
i bis fowl Louse, woy have follen, which rather spoils tho 
labiea loo busy a metaresquo old rum A portion of tho old 
o others, Lo has not trlso como dowu Tho Nawab’s palace, 
it seemed m tho earthquake to rock 
Major PnesUey has to suCcred so very much tbo 

duties Ti,o 42nd Gurkha It*®* °° third storey havo boon 
' will probably Lave lo ho robiidt. 
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, Dilloslm, wlioro tho Nawat) is living, larod mncli worse, the 
mpper storoj limng so iadly crnokea tliat it lias to be pnlloa 
*d 5 wn Fortnnatoly for tbe Nawab be bad a newiy-bailt one 
storeyed bungalow m the Dilkoiha garden, into wbioli be and 
his family moved, and with tents and thatched honses for his 
servants is making himself as comfortable as possible under 
tbc circnnistances 

Considering Iho amount of damage done we bare to be 
thankful that the loss of hfo has been so small Onlj ecven 
or eight deaths m all hare been reported I hoar from a 
porsou who has been ont m tho district that tho ground 13 
cracked in many places, there are huge fissures from four to 
sir feet deep extending for many yards and wide enough to 
put one’s band down. 

The old Club house and Racquet Court havo at lost been 
sold The Nawab purebsstd them and made them OTor as a 
■Diamond Jubilee gift to Government to pull down and make 
tbe site into a square, to bo called tbe Victoria Square, 
for the benefit 0! the town This will bo a great improve- 
ment, as tho buildings are rather an eyesore in what is 
otherwise a moo part of Dacca Our now Racquet Court 
IS to bo built quite to tho Club and os it is to bo tho 
proper size, not huge like tbo old one, will be a great boon to 
racquet players 

So a summer house it must be, a nice comfortable com- 
modious one, at a safe distance from tho house, and we shall 
bo provided against the future, whether Mr Liotard chooses 
to toll us his little secrets or not I think I cannot bo far 
wrong iQ imagining ho had not said much about it before- 
hand, for tho evcut seems to havo come upon most people as 
a little surprise 'Wo must, as a rule, expect those little 
freaks of nature to surprise ns, but when there 11 a prophet 
ja our midst ho might speik out Of course tho earth might 
open and iwallow my summer hou^o but after all one will 
have done one s best, and one can t over do more than that ! 
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(^Thi Englishman, Wednesday, yul} 14, sSgy") 
HAVOC IN THE JAINTIA HILIS 

Hr H H Browolo^, ot Sandjfi tea garden, in tlie Jain- 
in Hills, situated a feir hoars* joaroej into thd hilU from the 
post town of Jamtiapur, ID tho Sflbei district, writes ai fol- 
lows to a corrospoudont in Cachar When it is mentioned 
that tho houses referred to as destrojed irere all of the strong- 
est possible build, stone and mortar thronghoat, and iron 
some idea of the sorentj of the eartliqnaVo 10 the Jaiotia 
rooted, Hills may bo formed — Jane Id — It will bo nO news 
to you that we have had ao earlhqoake as you will haro Lad 
a share in it I only hope that you have fared no wo:^a 
than ourselves The cottage, bungalow, new hitcheu and the 
Umtilin tea house are all down— complete wrecks A confina- 
DOS earth tremor IS going on as I write, varied by an extra 
shale now and again with a ramble away to the S E , varying 
in inloosily with the witensily of the tremor 1 hope all at 
Hemotha bavo escaped as wo have 

Jane 14— Tho earthquake occurred on Sainrday, 12th 
instant, at about 5 P n , and it began as it all tho buildings 
had bean put into a riddle and somo one had started to put 
them through In less than Ion seconds the stonework of 
cottage, bungalow, and kitcben was in disorganized heaps 
Not one of us would have escaped if the visitation had taken 
place in tbo night, ns orery bed occnpied the night beforo has 
been smashed On mino lay uboot 50 maunds of stono the 
others we have been unable to oxamtno yet, as it is danger 
ou3 to cuter tho houses while the ground is still tremb- 
ling, which it 13 doing now, 43 hours after tho first 
shock Wo aro in V Dons bouso Tho turbine house has 
been very litllo damaged, but wo did not go into it on occount 
of the risk of other shocks coming Tho small kut^ha ont 
houses have all stood, tho old kitchen wonderfully but 
the stono boiU cow-bouso fell, and wo think some CC^^ have 
besa buried, but are not sure Every pucca Louse in \ ^.^jiai 
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6bwn, liui \tO understand that there has t^een no loss o£ life 
l^ere, one ■woman has been injared She was holding on tb a 
Ire^^in a steep jhoom to prevent herself from going down hill 
irhen a rock Ornshcd her arm, and it hOs had to ho rembved 

The Erst shook seemed ia come from iho south -west The 
position of the fallen houses would favour this supposition as 
well as the direction in which rocks have heen moved that 
lay ahont loose, hut since then there has heon a very 
distinct rnmhlo, that was at first nearly conimnous, away 
to the sonth cast^ and every shock has como from that 
direction We hear the growl and say to each other 
“ It 8 coming," and Come it aoes each time with certainty. 
The shocks hare assumed a now type to day, and I hope wO 
are past the worst they como with less noise, ore sharp, and 
pass for below rapidly os if along a line of fanlt which has re* 
lieving the tension 

June \5 —There wore a good many shocks dntjng thd 
tiight and none of us got much sleep, hot nothing very violent, 
and the rumble to tho south east la lessoning 

Jane 19 —It was great relief to get your rfriro Ton 
have escaped tho worst of the shock in Cachar, and can hare 
no idea of its seronty in thu direction Jowai, Shangdung, 
Bblllong, Cherra etc , havo been wrecked there is scarcely 
a pucca house left in the whole range of Khasi and Jamtia 
Bills, and large masses of land have boon shaken dowm 
A considerable uumhor of deaths have taken place in hills 
an 1 plains The shocks still continue, but aro notsevero^ 
and claim little attention What has greatly added to the 
hardships of the houseless in Shillong is the heavy ram 
they have boon getting Wo, more lucky, had favonrablo 
■weather I have been unable to remove thing* from undetf 
tho ruins, but fortunately, front tbo position in ■which the 
roofs of the bouses he, very little ram can got at them 
Drifted moisture of course hos its sweet will and can’t be 
holpcl Food h'w become scarce Fame may have some- 
thing to do with this, or a failure of supplies caused by 
losses My fear is that tho Indian agricnltnrist svill ait down 



( 218 ) 

node- the inEiction and eierciso too much o£ his beantifnl, 
trust in providence and bring about a crisis Strang 
ai it may seem, the earthquake did not come vrilhGat 
•warnings, if only we could have realised their meaning Early 
on Saturday morning near the Umtilia stream, I came on a 
tea hush, from the roots of which a most peculiar escape of 
air was taking place through a film of water left by a shower. 
I spent some minutes trying to find a causa for it but gave 
it up, and a few hours later we had the explanation Some 
settlement inappreciable to our senses wns going on even 
then 

J nno 20 — Ton remember the poonjee we stayed in when 
fishing Three houses are left standing in it All the rest 
have hocn swept down the hiU by rolling rocL« and loo’ened 
sod Large portions of the Government roads in the hill 
have been quite obliterated Doopce mat near Jamtipur was 
rolled down iho hill side and a man killed there, and Kawab 
Dhin’i house kissed the ground, as bis son it put is wrting 
to me There has been wonderfully small loss of life all things 
considered Of the buildings here which went down, iho 
bungalows made the best resistance, but none of them held 
out long The turbine house held out , only parts of tho 
walls have boon thrown down It is nio«t fortunately prac> 
tically uninjured In every case the few posts used have 
hold up the houses where they aro not prone The cottage 
roof rests on a few limbers, eodocs the bungalow roof and 
that of the new kitchen Numerous landslips have taken 
place in all diroctions, and the nature of the shako becomes 
more evident as the min saturates the loosened soil and moke 
it slide Every morning tboro are moto bare patches to bo 
seen 

Jane 23— 'The wrecked buildings aro simply heaps of 
stones most effectually separated Actually stones lying on 
tlio ground wo-o moved, even -whoa embedded Now, siileen 
days aitc- the groat shako, we ore still getting frequent 
shocks, as many as twenty to the twenly-fonr hours. Latter* 
ly they have becoms somewhat severe again— each shock ts 
distinctly preceded by a resonant rnmhlc away to the cajt. 
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and wo ore novor tikoa by surpnso Tho scarce of all the 
?lpublo mast be away east of Cachar bat, strangely enough, 
tba^pUoo has escaped Wo bear the noiso start, and as the 
shocks touch as tney pass away underneath They now take 
a line considerably to tho soath of as, preserving the original 
direction, and seem very deep down When the mischief 
started it was not so Then the sound was close under us, so 
to say, and almost contmnoas nt its eoarce It is moro than 
likely that the hoe of distarbanco set np will continno to be 
that along which any excess of tension will relieve itself, and 
wo may fora Jong time to come haro sbocVs which, if not 
powLffnl enough to damage buildings, will deter people from 
huilding. 


mClDCNTS AT GAUHATI 
A lady in Assam, writing to a friend gives some par* 
ticalars of the disaster at Qaubati — Just two weeks 
today since tho great earthquake You would have heard 
from mo before this if I bad been well, but this is 
the first day since last week that I have been able to 
write About fifteen miuutes before tho shock came I went 
over to tho Ladies’ Homo, intondmg to relnru immediaiely, so 
I said nothing to my husband, who was busy writing I had 
fimslitid my errand and was thinking of returmug whoa 
the first shock camo I said, “ Au carthqual o let us 
go out ’ Wo started out, hat before wo were far from the 
door, the earth shook so that we could scarcely walk We 
went on a few steps when I heard the Crash of breaking 
glas«, and looked around and saw tho Iittlo house that bad 
bt'ca the Liidies’ Hoiaa faU IFtf ^eai a Uttlo farther io 
got out of tho choking dnsl made by falling bricks , 
tho chimney of anollicr house fell Hiss A was bosido herself 
ami ran towards tho road Tho thana fell next so she turned 
and ca no back to US Then Hr S’s house foil I looked 
across tho compoand and saw onr houso go down There 
was such a noiso from tho roar of the earthquake that we 
did not heat a sound of tho falling buildings after the crash 

f 
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of tliB Ladies’ Home When we first came to Ganhati, womad^ 
a rnle that we would run ont of the nearest door at the fir^ 
tremor of an oarthcjaake without waiting to warn each other, 
As I had seen nothing of my hnsband, I feared ho had not 
succeeded in getting out, so when tho houso foil I was 
filled with fear. My husband did not know that I had gone 
out and as ho ran he called to mo He feared I was 
asleep, bo went to my window and called hut got no answer. 
The house was swaying so that ho could not stay longer and 
had only timo to got ont of tho way when the honse foil Tho 
ladies sont a servant to tell him whero 1 was, and ho was soon 
over there It was almost impossihlo to stand The natives 
foil flat and clung to tho grass to keep from rolling about 
When tho dnst cleared away wa all started toward one ond of 
the compound then I saw tho Baptist Ohapol flat on tho 
ground 

Tho river was boiling and foamtog Iiko tho sea Steamers 
and fiats were torn from tbeir moorings and were out in tie 
riror Small boats woro broken and capsized Every brick 
building 10 Qauhati, includiog Hiodu temples andMussnlman 
mosques, are brokou down Tho baraars aro in ruins Tho 
English Church and Catholio Church havo shared tho samo 
fate In many plocos innd and water camo up, in the jail yard 
it ipontod np ten foot Tho jail wall is badly broken, ihoro 
wero cracks in tho ground m tnany places Tho nrer road just 
below us IS so badly cracked that it is impassablo for carts 
Wo looked 10 somo of tlio cracks eight and ten feel deep 

All tho Europcani m tbo station had dmnor and spent 
that niglii on tbo mail steamers Wo had to got oil early tho 
next morning It rained on Saturday night and nearly all 
day Sunday Wo ware exposed to the sun nod i\ct a good 
'bifJi, "rfiffdu qinhftliliy 'ucinnnhs ^or my ^over ^y’nus’uanh 
has had to watch his coohes to keep them at work Ho is so 
tired every eight Wo aro sleeping on tho verandah of tho 
Chang llouio where my rchool girls used to live Wo shall 
1 are tl at Gred up to live in, wliilo wo build n new boose, 
Cholera has broken out In Ganhati Gro died in ono neigh* 
boarhood yesterday and to*day. 
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DESTBUCTION OP HOUSES AUD ROADS 
IN ASSAM. 

> The people at Tara felt tha snspenso afer tbo eartbqnako 
greatly as tbo followiog extract from a letter ehows —la is a 
Tveok to day einco the Erst ebock of the earthquake, and our 
first -word from Oaloutta comes to day, and that indirectly 
tbrongb an assuiant of onr 6argeon»Mojor While the first 
shock was very great hero destroying the Treasury build- 
ing the Oateberry and all tbo Government bungalows 
it aoems to me that tbo frequent shocks since, a^ all times of 
the day and nigbt,aQd the suspense at not bearing from fnends 
have been moro trying for the nerves Mr P has tojegrspbed 
twice to Mrs P at Landour, bat has received no word Tbo 
missionary bungalows hero are not badly damaged, ~only 
the foundations are loosened somewhat, and a lot of plaster 
IS knocked off There was cousiderable loss in provisions in 
some godowna Ricc is 4 5 seers to day Wo are anzious to 
hear from you all, and will try and keep you informed 
Write Gvou tbougU you may think we have heard what you 
have to say 

Tbo foHowing reports sum up the damage done fn parts 
of tbo Assam Valley — 

Goalpara— Tbo brick pillars of our bungalow are all 
down, and wbero tbo pillars bavo gone tbo bouse has sunk, 
tbo stone pillars forcing up tbo fioor The earth gave way on 
both siJes There is not a brick building left m towu Tho D 0. 
bungalow, Telegraph, Post Offico, Court boa*o, Treasury, 
Jail, Dak Dungalow and Bazaar shops are all ou the ground 
There bavo been slight shocks over smeo the first one cvoiy 
few miuutos One moro stiff shock or heavy wind will finisli 
tbo Lcaso The earth cracked and the water from tbo nver 
ru«bbd in and spouted up sotno places five or six feet and 
overspread the whole lower town Havo not beard of much 
loss of life jot— only five Tbo people all msbod to tbo 
hiU top and from throe in the mornmg until about nine wo 
bftd mn, 
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Nowgoflg —Oar bungalows oro still safe to JiTombufc 
greatly datnagcd Tho Coglisb Schools, Court houso, Circaif^ 
IIouBC, Mr Kennedy's bungalow. Jail and one Hospital bai^d* 
»ng aro total virccka Dr McNaaghl’s bungalow and tbo 
Treasury building aro damaged Our splendid river road is 
torn all to pieces beyond repair In places the ground has 
sunk from ono to six feet Tho water boiled out of the 
ground Tho wells are full of sand 

Ganbati —All onr bungalows are level with tbo ground 
All our things arc dostioycd more or less A few cl airs have 
escaped Two miiintcs after leaving the bouse it was a total 
wreck Last night all tho officers and missionaries went on 
tbo mail Bleamor to get dinner and spend tbo night Just be» 
fore wo separated, 2Ir B. led a devotional meeting All seems 
to be impressed with tho ternbleocss of the shock All night 
long tbo steamer would sbal o from the shocks !Maoy havo 
been injured and several killed 

Tnra— Destrucliou lias been less in Tora than in some 
places, owing to tho character of our buildings bo ma onry 
buildings could have withstood fbo shock !lho damage to 
GoverniDont buildings in Tnra is estimated at Rs 23, W, 
and damage on our two cart roads Rs 25,000 Several 
Govorumout building sites are pronounced unsafe, and 
our Deputy Commissioner is considering seriously of 
moving tbo station to anotlior site Wo seem to haie been lu 
the section of greatest disturbance Tho river near Manl achar 
has been diverted by the bod being elevated Loiv ground 
has boon thrown up and high ground depressed ubont twelve 
miles south-wost of Tura, and very great disturbance in other 
pacts of tho hills Same of the Government officers wero 
absent, those hero being accommodated m tho missionary 
compound, as all the Government houses aro uninhabitable 
Tho Garos are much impressed by seeing how little our mis* 
Sion IS injured, whilo all the Qovornment bungalows and 
many othor Govornmeut buildings aro wrecked. 
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want killed LEAR jatraettr 

• TLb folIowJDg 33 a IraasIaliOQ of a report in Ben^li aS- 
flreised to tlie Citil Sargeon, Garo HilL, dated MaiiLacliar, 
June 18 — Sir, — I beg to report for your information that tho 
read fromTura to Datnalgin is in bad condition, sercral places 
being blocked Tho ddfc bungalow’ of Danialgm is all right, 
but the roof and boa*e are out of repair all tbs plaster of tbo 
•walls baYiug dropped The road from Damalgin to Garo- 
badba is bad in several places as ibe road is cracked and four 
to fire feet down fiom tho lerel, and at several places •water 
IS on tbo road The dak bungalow at Garobadha is all right 
The plaster has dropped down, but toe articles of the buara* 
low are all right 

From Garobadba to Ifankachar several places of tbo road 
are broken, and there is water on it All the road is down 
a’ out four or Eve feet frem Rangipaiii Bill to Rargapanx 
Qb&t There are Several feet of water all along for abooi 
two miles The dlL bungalow ui Mankacbar is all right, but 
•water all around it From, ^ankacl ar to Roman tboroadis 
all right, only the d&k bcngal w gbEt has fallen down 

Jatrapur is very tad all along up lo Parbatipur All 
tbo hoe of rail is brokeu and two or three hundred men aro 
killed Rail stopped and telegraph oSlco bioken Telegrams 
stopped, ail tbo road slopped 

Goalundo — Tho railroad and roads are all ngbt> and tho 
d^k comes rid Goalundo instead of Jatrapur 

FISSITRES AT DILAJPUR 

Dinajpur was cue of the places where the earlh was rent 
Into fissures Ihe vibration commenced at about 4 50 pm, 
oud lasted for three minutes There was scarcely a second 
etorej left standing in the town All tbe big buildings such 
B3 tbe Rajbari, the Collector a 1 ous e, and tbe District Su- 
jeriutendeut a house, were thrown down, and tho occupants 
had to take to tents Tho earth wave was apparently from 
cast to west All tho low land in and round the lovrn crack- 
ed, and water and sand, smelling strongly of sulphur, oozod 
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out of the openings There woro sovcral unlie'ivals and ds^ 
prossions in the bods of the nrors Fortnnatolj there 
dq ]7 one death. / 

{^The Ungluhmdn, Frtday JutyZ3, 1897) 

DAMAGE AT DACCA AND MYMBNSINGH 
Mr Guss’s Report 

The Hon Mr. J G II Ola«8, Chiof EngineOr to Govern* 
taont, Fabiic Works Departmeut, accompinied by the Com- 
missioner of tbo Dacca Division, the District Fngineer and 
the Public Wo'ka subordmato, visited Dacca on the 8th of 
July and inspected the Qoverntnent buildings His olEcial 
report of tbo principal damaged buildings 18 to the follomn^ 
effect — 

Dacca College —The damage done to th s bnilding u 
considerable The cost of repairing the damages was es- 
timated by the Inspector of Works at Rs 12,000 , bol so 
far as I conld gather the bailding can be mado perfectly safo 
and habitable for about one half of that sum or less. It li 
impossible, however, to say what the cost will amonnt to nn* 
til a detailed estimate has been prepared I instrncted tbo 
Public Works Bnbotdioale who accompanied me on my ms 
pection as to what is required, and no tuna should bo lost in 
drawing up the ostunate 

Collegiate School Building — The building has been con 
siderably shaken Tho cost of the repairs is estimated by the 
Inspector of Works at Rs 7,000, but so far as I could ludge 
the; will not coat so much An estimato can now be prepared 
based on tho instmclioas which I gave verbally to tho Public 
Works subordinate 

Jail Buildings,— Tho habituals’ ward has received cad- 
siderablo injury to the west-end wall, and all the arcboa of tha 
Cross walls have suffered in a more or less degree The cost c£ 
repairs 13 esti mated at Rs 15,000, but I should think that a 
much smaller sum ebonld enlffco — possibly Rs 7,000 to 
Ra 8,000, or less. 



( 225 ) 


j Police Barrack — Tbii bailding iras, I tindersiond, or?pi- 
nallj constructed for a milb and I1&9 boon conrortod inta 
quarters for tbo Headquartors and Reserre Police It ha» 
been very badly damaged by 4Uo cartbquaVo, and tUo coat 
of repairing it is estimated by tbo Inspector of Works 
at Bs 70 000 Tbo accommodation it affords is, I under* 
stands farm excess of wbat is necesssary for tbo polico. 
Tbo upper part of the bailding has, as is to bo 
expected, euSered ibe most, and to ihorougbly restoro 
it would undoubtedly cost a good deal, but ibore docs not 
appear to be any necessity for doing so, if tbo accommodation 
it affords is more than is reqmred Tbo number for whom 16 
is necessary to provide accommodation sbonid be ascertained, 
and it can then bo determined whether it would bo cheaper to 
dismai tlo euch portion of tho old mill as is not wanted and 
repair the remiandor or to construct entirely sow quarters for 
the police Allowing 70 square feet per unit, tho cost of 
providing new lines for tho police, toting tho number at 200,. 
and allowing for mating use of the old materials available 
from the mill, wonld probably not exceed Bs 2G,tOO It 
would, liowovor, probably cost less to dismantle tbo injured, 
portions of tho old bartacL and mato tho romaindor inla 
suitable accommodation * 

Officers* quarters, Bo 1 — ^Tho cost of ropainng tho 
damago done is estimatod by tho Inspector of Works at Bs 
8 000 Tho building has not received any great] injury, and 
I roughly estimated that tho necessary repairs should not 
cost more than Bs 1,000 

Outhouses attached to Police Lines — Some poriiou o£ 
this block has faBeu 10, and the estimated Coat of repairs is- 
put at Bs 3 000 I understood from tho Public Works 
subordinate that all the oathousea aro not required, and that 

a connderable portion could bo dismantled This should ho 
ascertainod It is possible that a small sum will eufilce to. 
repair the area it is necessary to retain 

I reached Mymensmgh on tho morning of the 0th, and 
proceeded at onco to inspect the Tarioas baildmgs, accompam.* 
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Cholera ward — This has also boon injured, and the cd'l 
of carrying out the neccjsarj Repairs is pat at Rs 500 by the/ 
District Lpginecr 

Enclosure (circamvallation) wall — Sotao parts of thu 
bare collapsed, and the coat of rcnorrnl bos been pat at 
Ks 2,500 Host, if not all, has been done 

'Quarters o£ Distiict Sapermtendeat O! Police — Gou* 
Sidcrablj injarod Cost of npairs, Ks 1,500 

Kotirali police station —1 did not «co this building The 
to*t of repauB is estimated by iho District Lngiucer at 
Its 2 000. 

COST OP REPAIRS 

The cost of repairing tho damage done at Dacca ard 
Mjmensing,!), as estimated by tbo Inspector of Woths and by 
iae, comparo thaa 1 — 

Dacca Mjmensingb 

Rs Rs 

By Inspector of Works ,, 1,3^ 000 27,S00 

Ry me .. 40,000 77,300 id 

1,00,000 

Tho estimate ronglily framed by tbo Inspector of Works 
for Dacca is unquestionably very moelt higher than is ncces* 
larj, and, on the other hand, that for bnildings at Ulymcn^ 
til gh IS mneb below what it sboald bo Until the dr jrir has 
been remored and Iho walls, etc , of the buildings carefally 
examined, so as to see the actual damage done to them and 
to admit of detailed estimate* being prepared, it is not possible 
to calculate what the exact cost of the repairs will come to j 
but so far ns I can judge from the inspection I made the 
txpeudituro required to put the buildings into anything like 
satisfactory order will not bo less than that estimated by me, 
and m'ly amount to more 

It IS quite impossible that the staff of the District Boards 
*aa aliae the repaiis (aaoaattag ta eome cases (o entire 
reconstruction) which Lave to be done to public buildings in 
Dacca and SJjmensingh The damage done to the roads and 
buildings of the District Boards is extensive, and it will re- 
quire tl e full energies and undivided attention of the District 
•hDgineenng staff to carry out the necessary repairs It will. 
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\ XliinW, l)Q necessary to ccJnHilnto a Pablio "Worts Divisioil 
•iTith bead qaarters ejtbar Bt Dicea or Mymensingh to repaii* 
the damages done to public btttldings by the onrtbquato, and 
iho sooner this is done the better, as it is ot importance that 
Xho Tarions oQlces should bo properly accommodated without 
loss o! iimo I shall submit proposals on the subject m & 
day or two The Dacca buililipgs can continue to bo occu- 
pied while repairs are going on, bat s0m4 inconTenienco 
will bo experienced Undi'c tbo ciicnmstances, it is impossible 
to avoid that, 4ud it will have to be put np with The caso 
at Myrnonsingh is difTeront fhero Iho bnilJings are so seri- 
ously damaged that most havo had to bo racatod, and it will 
bo quite iruposgiblo to rooccupy them until they have been 
ro torod, and to do so will taho sovoral months In the mean- 
titne tho Inspockor ot Works has arranged for the erection of 
tcmporaiy shods in which to accomodate the offices, and overy 
tdott will be made tocomplote them os lapidly as possiblot 

(77;r EnsUshmatt^ Thurt<Jay, yuly 35, 381>7 ) 

THE EARTHQUAKE OP 37C2 

A iCicntiGo report on the lato earthquake is in process of 
preparation by tbo Indian Geological Dopartmont, and no 
doubt will comprise ccmparaliTO obsorvations on other record- 
ed earthquakes affecting aboat tlio same regions Aud wO 
TOuturo to think that so far os Calcutta is concerned, iho 
shocks of 1897 lYill be fonud to bavo been by far tbo severest 
over recorded Setting asido tho alleged oartliquako of llth-' 
12th October, 1737 (uow stjlo), it is< perhaps, correct to stato 
tl at the earliest of such cirtbquakes, of which ue havo any- 
thing like a sciontiGc narrative, is one which occarred on tho 
End of April, 17o3, and which violently coiivnlsod what wero 
thou called tho kingdoms of Bengal, Arocau, and Pegu, and by 
which (jO equaro miles of sca coast aro said to have boon por- 
maneutly submerged At that timo Calcutta had tho good 
furtuno to j osaoss ni its junior ehaplam a 1 ellow of the Royal 
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gdcjGly, Itid itSv WilhftEi Iliwt, Jl A He liad bat jast 
arrived la the settleraentj and npjnrently gone to officiate at^ 
Chandorncgdre find at Qnirotty, tlitoo miloi soatli of thatsta* 
tion, wliero Coldnel Dyre CooteS forcei word in cantonment 
In Ohandernagoro the shock was felt, tlioagh Sir Ilirst 
ID hi» domrailiiication tO Iho Royal Society on the subject 
soys that he was Iiimsolf losepsible of it IIo wOnt unmodiately 
to Glurotty and there learned tha* the waters of the nver and 
the tanka of that place had bean so nolautly agitated that in 
many placet they * roae to moro than six feet perpendicnlat' 
haighii of which’*— he adds, ‘ I had ocular conviction ajaelf ” 
Almost aimuUanooualy the shock was felt in Calcutta, where 
it was aicertainod that " tho agitation of the waters ij the 
tanka rose upwards of six feet, and waa in the direction north 
bud south " He adds that “ the height of the thermometer 
00 Fahrenheit s scale was then at Calcutta at 80'— much 

higher thau li had been obiervod to be during the who^o 
month, the lowest deicent of (be mercnry being 89 degrees 
III this mouth was much thnudcr and lightning, oud there 
were fresh gales of wind at S B > the weather in general 
being close and sultry" Mr Hirot learnt that the moat 
Violent ncuon of tho earthquake was ozperiencod " at tl e 
mettropolia of Aiacan,” whevo was repotted by an EngUah 
inerclient resdent there ‘'the effacta have beoo ns fatal as at 
Lishou ' At Daoca, m Bengal, tho coaseqaeucos were also 
tembk “The ri«o of the waters lU the river vras so very siid^ 
den and voilent that some huodred:, of large country boats 
•were driven ashore or lost, oud great numbers of lives Io«t in 
them 

At Chittagong also the effects were deplorable Mr 
Verelst, Chief of the B I Company s affairs, at that tim® 
at Islamabad^ appeais to have obtained a special report 
thence as the Company had much property id the dis 
tiict The report was wntton lu Persian oud of tins Mr 
Hirst sent a translation Lome together with an indepeadcui 
narrative by one of the Engl sh ofOcmls Quo practical result 
of the luvestij^aiiOQs has that the asswsroeut of theCouipai y s 
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«estBto3 in tlio Chliiagong district liad to bo rcdacod. At 
CbitlagODg, according to the narratlro o£ Mr. nd^&rdGoIstoos 
tUoyoaug official before meniioaod, the eatthqnako vras foH 
preciselj at five o'clock in tbo afternoon and lasted about four 
jniuutes. No less than eleron shocks wore recorded tbit aigbt 
and the next znomlng. The second was nl 5<I2, and lasted one 
minute. The rest uere ui 5-30, 7-0, KhO ; and on April 3, 
at 1| 2, 8, 5, 10-25, and 10*30 After tbo»o another was 
experienced between six and eeven that evening, wbilo 
“ Harrict’a Hill” was thought by everyone to bo “ in porpo- 
tnal motioQ." Mr. Qalslon describes the state of nervons 
excitement which prevailed in tbo settlement during the ensu- 
ing -rreok. Tbo ladies in particnlar were perpetually feeling 
ahocks, to which, however, tbo glasses of water placed on tho 
floors as sotsmoscopos gave no confirmation. In the primary 
eonvnlsioo the Chittagong factory, a brick baildiog, was $o 
datoaged as to ho not safoly babltablo ; " thereabouts and iii 
other places tbo earth opened nud the waters gashed out pro- 
digiously and in the chaise-road, ospecially towards tho north 
quarter, there are great chasms tno feet wida and upwards," 
At the time of tho first shaking also groat explosions worn 
hoard like tho noiso of cannons to tho nnmhor of fifteen. “ All 
the tanks overflowed their baoks, fish wore cast up, and tlio 
river rushed upon tho shore Ijko tho surf of tho sea." “I 
wonld not," conclados Mr. Oolston, *‘that snob a shook ns tho 
first should happen at Calcutta for all I am worth, bIdco of 
necessity the icnocod houses must fall to rnin" 

The native account says that tho earth qnako hogan at 
Chittagong with a goiillo motion which hicrcamd to so 
violent a degree, fdr about two minutes, that the Ireos, 
bills and houses shook so sovorcly that it was svith 
difficulty many could keep thbir foot, niid soma of tho 
black people were thrown on tbo ground, wliose fears oper- 
ated so powetfnUy that Ihoy died on tho spot ; others, 
again, wore so greatly affected that they have not recovered 
thcnisclvos slnco." (This narrativo appears to have been 
PfUlop pn the lOth of Apiil.) 1 ‘Op tho plains by tho liven 
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anti near tho sea it was chiefly felt with ^eafc seventy Oo' 
bungalows proved very convenient on so melancholy an oc* 
casioQ , for had we been in bnck bonces, they must inevitably 
have been shattered or levelled with the ground, as theio- 
is not a bnck wall or bouse, bat is either greatly damaged or 
fallen *’ 

It cannot escape the reader’s notice bow precisely similar 
in tbeir effects that and the late earthquake appear to have 
been The narratives ol 17C2 would exactly fit the experience 
of many stations in 1897 The native narrator continues “The 
ground opened in several places m the town throwing up 
water of a very sulphurons smell , and several ditches and 
tanks were filled np, which are now level dry land “ As to 
the direction of the shocks ho says, “ The motions were so 
complicated that we could not well determine their direction, 
being sometimes from west to east, again from east to west, 
and the tanks m some places overflowed north and soath*’ 
^fter this be gives a long lut of reports from various 
villagoft in the district, of which these at© a few examples 
At Burseagong “ the ground in several places opened 
10 and 12 cubits wide, and m some parts so deep that 
they could not fathom its bottom the water immediately 
overflowing the whole town, which is sunk about seven 
cubits '* In pargaua Do Hazarroe the ground opened 200 
cubits, and immediately filled with water, which is now un* 
fathomable At Bar Chara near the sea five or sizcoss Of 
ground, immediately sunk, and out of four Or five bnndicd 
people, above two hundred wero lost ” “ Bar Ooller 
Hill opened about forty cubits wide ' Ces Lung Joom. 
Hill one of tho Mag mountains, is entirely sunk, and 
ho concludes by saying, " as wo ore informed that there 
are two volcanoes opened, I am m great hopes the«o will 
prove a sufficient vent to discharge all tho remaming 
sulphoront matter la the bowel of tboso countries, and 
pul a slop to any farther oarthqnakos here, at least for many 
years to come ' This latloc opinion is mtoresling m viow of 
the mud gojsors which aro said to have bcok^u out lu Assam 
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It NptSsBnls any rate a naUvo view o! their Bigoiddaace.' 
Iliis was not the only earth^nakd in those regions. In 1703^ 
Hr. Hirst reported anothet hut very slight ono which wag 
felt in Calcntta Dn the 13th ^of Jdly at 2*30 ii.“jThe 
thermometer," ho says, " was then at 87® 4' at a mediamj the 
wind S. W. and tho weather fair, to this I was a witness my- 
self, being then at dinner with Captain Eisflr of His Majesty’s 
84th Bogiment. The motion of the eatth caused a very 
sensible vibration of the wine in our glCsies and tho shock 
Was repeated twice at the ioterval of a few seconds.*’ After' 
17C3 neither Aracao) Assam, nor the Della suffered any earth- 
quake of severity, for eighty years. 

{Tkt Rlonddy, ^uly 19, 1897.) 

THE EARTHQUAKES Op 1S43. 

Sioce the treme&dous earth convulsions of 1!^63, do f'O- 
Cord appears to exist of earthquakes anywhere within what 
eeismologuts have designated the focal tracts " of tha 
Oanges Delta, Assam, and tho Aracan coast at all approaOh- 
ing them in severity until 1843. in that year ocenrred s 
series of shocks which seem to have convulsed the whole of 
Korth India (com Afghaulstan to tho Canges Delta. News 
came from the British force then occupying Jellalabad that on 
tJie 19th of Pebrnary, violent shocks were experienced ; wbila 
on the 23cd and 24th of that month and on the 3rd and 20th 
of April, the quaking was incessant there day and night. After' 
this, month by month shocks were felt in various parts of the 
intermediate provinces until the llth of November, when Cal- 
cutta was in turn smartly shaken. Until this date, even since 
1762, only on two occasions is the Della of the Ganges known 
to have boon visited by earthquakes. In April 1810, two rather 
smart shocks were felt in tho vicinity of Calcutta and as far 
as Murshidahad. Again on the 18th of September, 1829, two 
distinct shocks with ^'up and down’* motion are recorded. 
From that dale until NoTomber 11, 1843, the whole Delta 
seems to have been in perfect quiescence. In a long and learn- 
ed memoir on Indian Earthquakes by Lieutenant R, Baird 
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Taill, ant} the pigs afid fowls dackSf gooso, dogs, horses 

made a most hidcoas coiso.” At Howrah tho principal os* 
cillation is reported as “violent in iho ostremo." Tho 
Friend of India of Norember 17, 1842, thus describes tho 
eensatioD of tho convulsion at Sorampur : A vor^ severo 
ehock of earthqoake was experienced yesterday orening. It 
was accompanied by a noise which at Grst resembled somo 
* mighty rushing wind’, and then the loud rattling of car- 
riages over a stony street. The shock came from the eastward ; 
tho clocks of which tlie pondalom vibrated from north to 
south, wore stopped, while those which stood east and west 
continaed going. So violent a ehock has not boon experienced 
in this part of tho country for the last twenty*firo years. i 
There was an unpleasant atiUnoss in the air, provionsly to this 
occurrODCO; but tho wind rose strongly from the eastward al* 
most immediately nffor." 

In Calcutta the AsUUo Society was meeting at tho 
time of this earihqaako, and (ho president made this nolo 
in the miautes: “The proceedings of the society wore 
iuierrapted by two or three slight vertical shakes or hoaros 
of the earth with a noise like the rumbling of a pass- 
ing carriage and one strong horizontal shako from cast to 
west or from N. E. to S. W. Tho wholo took place within 
about a minute Of time.” It may be bore remarked by way of 
contrast that in the late earthquake, which appears, so far 
as existing evidence goes, to have been by far the moat 
violent that over visited Oalenlia, the Asiatic Society’s 
bouse was not merely ehakon, but badly riven in every 
direction, several of the pictures bolng precipitated from 
the walls. Duriog tho same minute of agitation tho 
mercury in a barometer on the second floor of St. Xavier’s 
College in Ghowringhi was observed to rise and fall repeated- 
ly to an extent of seven or eight-tenths of an inch. 
Tho water in a nolghbcnming tank of about 300 yards by 70 
in area rose in considerable waves, while the river at the Bo- 
tanic Gardens, where it is narrowest, below Calcutta, wos 
visibly agitated. Prom a ship lying in the port a most ex- 
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traordioary phonomenon ^aa raported. A strange Inminoai 
appearance ^ras observed eztendinj' from Ghandpal Gbat norths 
westward for somo distance. The moon at the time yras 
densely obscared. This zaysiorions brightness is said to have 
closed in aronnd the ship and immediately on this embrace 
a general and severe tremor was felt throughont, as if a 
taut chain cable was grinding nnder the keel, or a sudden 
stinall bad etrnck the ship.** None of the eartht^nakos within 
the Gangetio Delta recorded np to 1643 wore, accordiog to 
Lieutenant Baird Smith, accompanied by fissures opening in 
(he earth— save that of 1737 (if it over oconrzed), in which 
as a late tradition would have it, the steeple of tho Calc^ita 4 
ohnreh vras swallowed np intact. 
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{^The EngUxhmattt MoniaVt 1897.) 

TELEGRAMS 


BfiPORTS FROM THE DISTRICTS. 

GRBiT DAMAGE AT HUGHLT. 

[non OTJH CORREBPOMDtNTB.] 

Hnghli, Jane 12, 

This afternoon at five minutes to Cvo uo had a most 
"^olent earthquake. It tegan rrith a slight Titration and low 
rumtling sound. I was wriGog then in my room in an upper 
storey. I came out at onco to Iho open roof, and to my sur- 
prise and horror saw all iho hlochs of building rocking vio- 
lontly to and fro, and portions of several falling down. Fco. 
pie were leaving their houses, and iho streets woro full of 
flying crowds. Mr. Allen, DiUrict Magistrate, with his assist- 
anti Mr. Yemedo, and tho Matwali of iho Imamhara, Ashraf- 
uddin Ahmed, were ihcio. The Imamhara clock turret, and 
dome, together with those of the .Bandol Church and tho 
Erenoh Governor's house have fallen. ' 

Tho Chinsurah barracks havo suCcred severely, por- 
tions of the Divisional Commissioner’s quarters as well os tho 
Civil Surgeon's quarters in tho olBcors* barracks having 
tumbled down. The shook lasted for flvo minutes, the diroc- 
tion being north to south. 

Hughli, June 13.— The earthquake again occurred hero 
at a quarter to one this aftoraoon followed by heavy rain. Tes- 
teiday’s shock throw down St. Mary’s beautiful imago on tho 
Bandal Church tower, and pari of the Colleotoz's residence. 
Hundreds have been rendered homeless hero and in the into- 
lior. 

Burdwan, Juno 12. 

A severe shock ot earthquake passed through Burdwan 
to*day, commencing at 5. At the Rajbari several houses wero 
seciously damaged. 



( 238 ) 

NO TIDAL WAVE 

Diamond Harbour, June 12 

An earthquake of a most appalUng nature was felt this 
evening commencing at three mmuttis after five It ceased at 
6 12 and during that time the ■whole country swayed to and 
fro most violently. The movement appeared to be from east 
to west as indicated by the water in the river and the tanks 
near by For length of dnration and seventy of movement 
nothing Ilka it appears to have been cspenenced b^rfl before 
and it IS considered by tbe natives as an ill omen There -was 
nothing resembling a tidal nave 

Ealasore, June 12^ 

A smart and prolonged shock of earthquake took place 
to day at about 5 ? ii , the shock lasting about five minutes 
The plaster of some of the old houses has fallen and there 
ate many cracks in the puoca boiidiogs 

Comilla, June 12 

An awful earthquake took place here to day at 5 10 f u 
It was of five minutes’ deration Several pucca hoildiogs 
fell down 

Durbhanga, Jane 12 

A sharp shock of cartliqnake was felt at 5 o’clock this 
evening It lasted for five minotes 

Qidbanr, June 12 

Very severe shock of eortbqnako ot ^22 p n (railway 
time), lA&ied four minutes 

Ohnpra, Juno 12 

A shock'of earthquake was felt to day at 5 P u lasting 
four minutes Tbo shock was also fell at Gorakhpur, Dnr* 
hhanga, Mashrak, Mahsrajganj, and neighbouring stations 

Three inebes and thirty nine cents of ram fell yoster* 
day, the highest record since 1892 

llozafferpnr, Juno 13 

Mozafferpur was visited by a severe shock of earthquake 
on Saturday at five o clock, the vibration lasting about two 
xnmutes Tho weather in Debar is bearing indications of tbe 
monsoon 
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SEVEBAL DEATHS AT DACCA 

Dncca, Jaco 13 

• A most sorero cartliquako occnrred ai 5-C jesterdaj after' 
boon aod lasted five inmntes Great dostrnctioQ has been 
done to property I'ho Sbabhoo Medical Hall collapsed, 
burying an Armenian family of aeron Firo vicro recovered 
alive, and two dead Parts of tbo college, tlio clnb, Ibo 
ddk bnngalow, Milford Hospital, and Hoojany Halan 
have fallen down The rcof of tbo mill barracks bas 
fallen m Tlie bnildmg is considered unsafe and 
the men have been pnt under canvas Almost all tbo 
Enropcan lionsos aro badly cracked, and sovcrnl aro in a 
dangerous state, the ocenpauts being obliged to vacate them. 
The upper storey of the Kawab’s Dilkusba Honse is badly 
damaged, and bta Palace has anffered. also the Eden Female 
School and Shah Bagh Hooso aro m rnins Tbo Mutt near 
tbo water works, has fallen, killing a man, and several uatiro 
bouses are down. There has been httlo loss of life as for a» 
13 yet known 

Oopalpnr, Jano 13 

An extraordinary earthquake was expeiienced hero this 
afternoon at 4*45 The largest godown in the town shook 
steadily and cootinnoosly for 2} misnlos Tbo telepboao 
wires, doors, windows, lamps, etc were violently shaking , a 
pendulum clock was stopped The motion resembled the 
vibration caused on board a steamer by powerful engines Tbs 
movement was from N B to 8 W So far as is known no 
damage was done A nor wester followed immediately after* 
wards with thunder and bgbtning and a fall of 14 inches of 
ram. 

Mongbyr, Juno 13, 

A severe earthquake shock occurred yesterday at 4-30 
(railway time) Ihe English Baptwt Chapel is in rnins Great 
damage has been doi e to property, and in the bazaar many 
people have been injured 
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A TEHRIFIO flUMBIitNtJ 

Bamganji ifiltie 

A Very severe earthquake was felt here at five yesterday 
afternoon lasting quite five minutes It started with a 
terrific rumhling noise Several of the houses have heett 
damaged, mostly in the native part d£ the town. So far as 
is known no one has been hart. The shock was the most 
eevero one that has ever been felt here. 

TWO INCHES OF RAIN* 

BaDkipur> ilune 12 

A strong shock of earthquake passed over Bankipur at 
about half'past four (railway time), eud la*ted four miuntos 
The buildings were shaken badly. Yesterday we had a 
Bcveco thundoratorin with a heavy downpour of two inches 
Indicatious of more ram shortly. Temperature has reduced 
considerably 

jTjndhcpnr, Juno 12 

A severe shock of earthquako accompanied by a loud 
rumhlmg nouo passed over Uadhopuri a station on the E 1< 
Railway, 182 miles from Howrah, at 4 30 t.h (railway time)< 
It lasted about three minutes. The people chogtng to theif 
childtea can out of thotr baogalows lu a fright until tha 
rumbling ceased, all asserting that this was the Worst shock 
that had ever occurred hero The clocks all stopped through 
the shock and mauy housos in the ontiro quarter have been 
damaged No lives were lost. \ 

Patna, June 12. 

A smart shook of earthquake was felt boro. It began at 
4*13 Pit (railway time, aud lasted till 4 3t The vibrations 
wore from north to south. Ono could plainly see the railway 
Wiigons standing in the yard oscillate north to south 

AliARMING SHOOK AT DARJILING. 

many houses destroyed. 

Darjiling, Jane 12 

Darjiling was shaken at S o'clock this evening by a most 
.ailtijaaVo, lb. ..TOroA evBr knonn horn TIio 
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sLoct. listed three mmutos, and has done incalculable damage 
Lcarlj every house la the place has been more or lees aHecVcd 
Tlfoae that have suCcred moat icvnely are the Maharaja of 
Bnrdwau’s property, Rosehanl , Mr Price’s house, Suiga- 
man, Major Jlaunsoll s houao Sunoysito , Mr Gaycr’s houso 
in tho Sbrubberj compoaud, a part of the Shrubbery itself , 
Ml Jones’s proportr, Hill side, tho Annandalo boarding 
house, tho Hermitage, Gaiolino Villa, Cistlctoa, Mr 
Harrison’s bungalow, Mr O'Donoghuo’s t''a garden bunga- 
low, the Curators hoi^so in the Botanical Gordons, a part 
of Colhulon, the now block of tho Woodlands Hotel, a part 
of Shannon Lodge, and somo houses at Jcinpabar 

Tho shock was terrific, and naturally caused a great 
panic Tho most serious damage, os far cj yot known, is that 
caused to Rosobauk and Suonysiio, (which ha\o collop^od), 
Mr Gayer e house, HiU Side, Ca lleton, and Mr Prieos house 
These peoj lo aro homeless, ond have had to \ aealo Ihtir house 
and toko shelter with frunds 

As the weather u. very icculi r, fears cjo entjrlaineJ of 
aoothor shock, in wluth case tho loas of prop rty will p"ob ibly 
bo terrible So far I ha\o not hoard ol any loss of life 

DAMAGL ON tea GARDCNS 

Darj ling, Juno 1*? 

Tor fifteen minutes after tho oactuf^ual o la^t ovcniiig 
thoio was a distinct r imbliug sound and a poculia” stilluoss 
and oj ptessivenoss of tho atmojphore which scoinod to fore 
bode till, and as eiptctod tbcio were no less lliau four shocks 
fiom eleven to four hut niobt, anothci at iiino o clock this 
morning, another at noon, rod anothci nt Cro this ovonin". 
Tortnuatoly they were sligut shocks, which havo appaicutly 
caused no further damage It has been raiumg off and on 
since noon and the gouwal opinion is that wo aro not safe 
jet, though it 13 iiapossiblo we can Iiavo another severe shock 
hke last evening 9 The managor’s and assistants bungalows 
at Soom are down, and so is tho manager fl bungalow at 
Sungma The buildings on the Bloomfield Tea Estate and 
Singtoni have also suffered soveroly 
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■tBA^riO 'WITH OAIiCOTTA STOPPED 
Tlirough trafljc to Calcutta is suspended in consequecCS 
of some tjridgea bajond Silbgcti having, it la said, tol 
lapsed Pasaaogora roturniog to CaToatta yesterday have 
had to come bacbto Darplmg from Silliguri, among them 
uerothoHon JTr 0 0 Stevens and Mr ilacpher&on Last 
night many people spent the hour* of darkness in wakeful 
ansiofcy Wo all feel that it IS a mercy yesterday’.! shock did 
not occur at night Had this baao the case the loss of life, 
judging from the nature of the house damaged, woQld have 
bes.n great , as it is, most people wore out of doors when the 
severe shock, occurred, and with the exception of two coolies, 
who are said to have been killed by falling debns, there docs 
not appear to have been any loss of life We are tn o great 
state o‘ anxiety about our frioods in Calcutta, whore you 
seem to have had a very severe shock which is said to bare 
heou destructive Tolegrums have been flying backwards and 
forwards since yesterday, all day and night, the strain ihaa 
caused on the telegraph employes being very severe 
[ANOTnjB Pi-roiiT ] 

A severe shock of earthquake, lasting over a minute, was 
felt at Darjiling at 5-2 Pa jrostorday The oscillation was 
from west to east Annandalo Honse is a total wreck lio 
lives have boon lost Chimueys nil over the station have been 
knocked down 

Hyaj,hat, Juno 12 

A severe shock of earthquake lasting one mmuto and a 
h-U bh Lt damage to bmldinge Time about 5 p n Pre- 
ceded bv rumbling and strong rush of wind 

Dnmka Jnno 12 

A servers earthquake happened this evoaiii,;, lasting two 
minntcs The 1 oq ital ^os wrecked, ned the jail and Deputy 
Commuaionor’s house were badly damaged 

h.nr'-eoDg, Jana 13 

Violent oariliqml .0 fell here nt 5 5 on Ssturdny cren- 
ing Sorc-nl great l,e» snapped oil Tho ivnili oF ecrera] 
Uonsos nro cmcled Tlie duoclion nas cotlL to tonlli nest. 
Shock lasted three miuntos 
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OiT THE EBNQAL-ASSAM LINS. 

TRAIN DERAILED. 

Ka‘ba (Tippora), Jana 13. 

SorioTis earlhqaata shock, laiting Eto miautea, occnrrod 
OB tho-Asaam-BeDgal Railway yesterday over a range of OTor 
a hundred mUea. At nearly all stations from Akhanra to 
Latu, buildings fall, A ballast train was over*turned at 
Shamsheraagar, while the down mixed train was derailed and 
stuck at Montollah. The passoogors bad to bo brought' on to 
ALhaura by trolly. Two bridges have been seriously da- 
maged, aud the bungalow of the Assistant Engineer at Shaia- 
tsgaoj came down. 

Chandpur, (Tipperah) Juno 13. 

A Eovero shook of earthqnako lasting several ruiuntos 
occurred at 4-45 on Saturday afternoon, and another slighter 
shock at two o’clock on Snnday morning. No damage was 
done here. 


CRAOETNG OF THE GROUND IN MANIPUR. 

Eohima, June 13. 

On the afternoon of the lltb this station in the Naga 
Hills after comparative drought, was visited by a heavy storm 
of rain, inches falling. On tho evening of the 12th at 
5-20 the severest cartbqa,ak© within memory occurred, 
lasting fivo miuutoi. The direction was apparently from 
cast to west. It damaged several buildings but four suffer- 
ed moat of all, the Ere chimneys of the 43rd Qurkha Hospit- 
al being badly cracked. The tops of the four fell on tho iron 
jmF frJJl' ^ v.rasX' J.'lv .wsin? 

injured, but the mngnzino roof was cracked. The cntchorry 
wall and parts of iho fort rampart were knocked down, and 
long cracks iu tho ground, extending hundreds of yards, wide 
enough to put one’s hand into, occurred at several place?, 
extending from south-east to north-west. At 1-20 this morn- 
ing another slightor series of ihocki ocouned. 
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{The Lnshshmar, Tuesday, June \h, 1807) 
RLPORTS FROM THC DISTRICTS. 

FIVE PLRSORS KILLED AT DACCA. 

Dftcca Jano 13 

Four sliglifc fiJ ocLa of eartLqnato occnrrcd bero to day, 
two about 2 A M , ono at 8 SC and anotliorat about ono o clocl. 
The dostmction to house property u very great , nearly every 
tall house m tho town is cracked more or less Only five 
deaths are reported MjmccSingh and Comillah havo also 
suffered badly 

Sonada, Juno 12 

A heavy earthquako was felt horo at an elevation of C, 100ft 
The first shock was from east to west and lasted about ono 
minute at 4'o2 P m Tho house was shaken sino inches Tho 
second shock, was slight 

A Ecvero estthquake was cspericnced at Hope Town 
lasting for three ininutes, at 4 40 P ii Factories and houses 
are damaged 

Akhnara Jnne 12 

A ruinous earthquake took place at Agorlola today at 
p-14, lasting about four minutes There wore several waves 
from north to west The palace and most othor buildings 
woro ruined, but no loss of life is yet roportod 


CRACKS IN THE GROUND AT SILCHAR 

Silchar, Juno IG 

Deep fi«suros bavo appeared m the Bazar Road, throwing 
out water Tho new railway station, in process of building 
has fallen down The Colonel’s house, occupied by tho 
Steamer Agout, is wrecked There are large cracks xn the 
walls Tho Mission Honso is severely damaged 
[AsoTnEB Reboet ] 

An earthquake, lasting 30 seconds, was felt hero at 5 20 
to day There wero five distinct shocks A wave on tho 
piver souk several boats Qreat consternation was cau3°d 
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.RinoBg the lehahUanta The wave was ffom north east to 
8oath-we«l 

Allaliahad, Jnne 13 

A startling earthquake shook occurred here yesterday. 
It was first felt at about 4 45 and lasted at lea«t two minutes 
Some little consternation was created which subsided on it 
becoming known that hat Lttlo damage had been dona 

Lnoknow, June 13 

A yalpablo earth tremor was experienced here yesterday 
evening It lasted several mmnics, and occasioned considor- 
ablo alarm Apparently its direction was from north cast to 
BOutU-wost, Some property has been injnred, hut so far no 
fatalities aro reported 

Cawnporo, Jnno 14 

The weather hero has been unbearably bot, but this 
paorning a Blight drizzle ram has fallen, and tbo temperature 
IS considerably lower On Salnrday afternoon at about half- 
past four there was a slight shock of earthquake, lasting 
about throe minutes, the wavo apparently passing from an 
easterly to a westerly direction. 

Lahore, Jnno 14 

An earthquako shock was fell on Saturday orening at 
CawDporc, Delhi and ileorut, 

Agra, Jnuo 13 

An alarming earthqnake shoct passed throngh the city 
abottt 5 pm yesterday A nnmber of buildings were 
damaged 

shook: in the MADRAS PRESIDENCY. 

Madras, Jnno 11 

At 4-30 (Madras tune) on Salnrday afternoon a slight 
shook of earthquake was felt.at Coconada lasting about five 
luiantes The direction was apparently from north east to 
south wOot No damage to property or loss of life is reported 

A correspondent at Parlakimcdi states that at about Gvo 
in tho afternoon yesterday threo or four rather prolonged 
shocks were felt there Tho rtbrationa seemed to frayol from 
■^est to cast , 
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Sibsagar, Jnna TC* • 

An carlbqiia'ke shook at 5 17 Lasted fipo minatos will 
Tihrations and nndalnting moTemonts Direction, east* and 
west Thera was a mimio surf in the nco fields, baildings 
and trees moving ominotuly. A slight upheaval on the lake 
Pedestrians were seen reeling comically from side to side o! 
the road Slight damage done to masonry The severest 
shock within recollection Seismic disturbance,, is frequent 
in Assam When the soil is waterlogged tho effeots nro 
more felt 

BLIGHT SHOCK IN NEPAL 

Katmandu, Nepal, Juno 14 

A prolonged though not severe, shock of earthquake was 
oipcriencod atKatmaodnat abont 4 4D r m on Saturday 
Tho shock lasted threo mmntes 

Jalapabar, June 14 

Tho new blocks of buildings of St Paul’s School are 
absolutely noinjared by tho earthquake The old bailding 
IS slightly shaken, and plaster has fallen, but the structure 
28 perfectly ecund All the boys are safe 

Balasore, Juno 14 

A prolongod and severe shock of earthquake was foU 
boro on the 12th instant at 4 55 r 21 , lasting one minuto and 
20 seconds, tho apparent diroclton being north and south with 
two low rolling and sudden jerks No damage is reported 
Lakbipur (Cachar) Juno 12 

A sovero shock of oarthquako is just over, travelling 
cast to Vioat Present timo 5 

Purnlia, Juno 12 

, A sharp shock of earthquake was expononcod hero yos* 
terday Kumbliug novtes wore continuous and lasted for 
somo throe minntos, boginniDg at about 4 25 f u 

Itamkauali Sorbori, Juno 13 

Yesterday at 5 r 11 a terrible earthquake was foil ) 

Tho shaking continued for nearly four mmato*, and th 5 «0 
tion was from south to Boith For lea years wo h< the 
fell such a shock 
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Samasiipor, Tirtnt, JunO 13 

A bovovo earlliijnako w^s fell bore Bt 5 P u yestsrda^j tho 
'b1io(jL lasting fully tliree mmnles The movement seemed to 
he from east to west The bungalows and other baildingi 
rocLcd and vibrated violently It was diSiouU to walk with- 
out falling while ibo shook lasted 

Dulahoherra, June 12 

A prolonged and sovero shock oE earthquako was felt at 
b 14 this evening The buildings are damaged 

(77itf Englishman, M'e/inesdaj , ^une 16, 1697) 
EEPOIiTS TROSI THE DISTRICTS 

HAVOC ON THE GARDENS IN ASSAM. 

Tczpur, June 13 

A most violent earthquake was exporienc<*d here yester- 
day afternoon at 5 15 p u The shock appeared to come 
from the soQth-woat and to proceed in a north easterly direc- 
tion There was no noise or warniQg of an earthquake com- 
ing on, but a vioiont o«cilUtion of the ground, which in- 
•creased in intensity untiU the whole surfaco of tho land nn- 
dulated, so much that it vraj qnito impossibto to stand up 
•uitlioat support Tho mam shock lasted about 8^ muintc«, 
during wliich lime many largo trees were overthrown, 
whilo buildings oscillated to lu alarming extent After 
this a distinct tremor of tho earth was noticeahlo for nearly 
an hoar, small shocks contzQurng to occur at intervals until 
about Jam this raornmg From what can bo gathered at 
present the shock seems to have increased in violence as it 
proceeded northeast A vast amount of danu'^e has 
boon done, tho f ill ostont of which has not yet been ascer- 
tauiej Several bnngalows md leaf hoosos haro been wreck- 
, cd, and on one cstato over 100 pucca coulio houses were 
thrown down The railway telegraph lino between Borjuli 
‘a have been 

twisted, while a large budge at Nougapara is bad- 
j,^,|bucUed . 
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BOIiBlERS UNDEtt CANVAS 

Diamond Harbonr, Juno 15 

Since my last I ha^e been boa/ gstliering details of' the 
damage done by the great earthquake Our little station 
consists of only eight or nine piicca hoasos* all of which 
ba\a suffered more or less The Customs House, which 
stood the great cyclone of ISb-t, has boon shaken to the 
foundation Theie are cracks all over it, specially in the 
arches The Post end Telegraph Offices hare also b-an dam* 
ageil, while the roof and wall on the southern face of the 
First Slunsifi s Court hare auffored considerably, the formc" 
letting the ram lu most uncomfortably Of the Fort, on the 
Ghvugrvkhal, vt is dilhcalt to get auy loformation, hat the sol 
diers were all under canvas, and are quite thankful it was so 
Tlio Gommanding Officers’ baogalow outsido the Fort appears 
to have suSdred like the rest m cracks and crumblings A 
pcnaliac mcideut of the visitation was tlu, sirange heliaviooe 
of the cattle grazing in the 6elds With the very first 
Gambling they scampered about m the most erraiio 
manner as i! possessed by some evil spirit The natiies 
in the b>‘sar and villages were panic stricken, and weiQ 
to be seen ruonitig with all their eartlily possessions to 
places of safety, and this, I I earn, was due to tho occentrio 
conduct of theit cattle, from which they concluded that tho 
phenoiuenoi] was somotbing more than an oidinary earth* 
quake— a visit fiom Belzobub Ibeie wero no veuscls m the 
river, and with nil tho damago to hats and houses there has 
b'^QU no loss of life 

nOilBLFSS LUUOPLAH OmCIALS 

Kiishnagnr, Jane 14 

Knahnagir, tho cml station of tho district of NjuJ/lc^ 
was for tho most part wrecked m Saturday’s eartliqunko All 
tho liUropeaQS Lave been turned oat of their houses Tho 
Judgo has had to take refuge in the dik bungalow The Col 
lector, Joint Jlagistrate, and District Supermtondont of 
PoWcQ are sharing tho Circuit House bjlwccn thom, and tho 
Tuissonaiios aro ehoUcrm^ m their own acevauts' houioi 
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COURTS AND TREiSURY DOWN AT SYLHET 
• Sjlliot, Juno 14 

Tho Civil Courts it Sjlhefc havo been destroyed by a 
severe cartbqiixvl.e Tho Jadgo’e and Sub-Judgo’a Courts 
ore completely destroyed , tho MonsiSj* Courts aro partiiUy 
destroyed and quite unsafe Tho records aro buried in tho 
rums, an^at present moccosiible Tho Treasury Buildings have 
been destroyed, and Gourd feo stamps aro at present ucob- 
tamable ho authentic. infonuatioQ is to hand regarding tho 
Hofussil Courts Communications with the local Govern" 
mont, have been cutoff, 

Mymonsmgli, Juno 15. 

Tho shocA hero ^as tornble All the Courts and other 
buildings have fallen dona, except tUo Tost OQIco and 
Collcctoraie The panic among the oativo popolation was iu« 
do cribablc and mi ly aro loft homeless No deaths arc ro 
ported Tho cutcherry is completely arccLod No work can 
ba dono now 


FURTHER TREMORS 

Darjiling, Jnno 15 

There hai boon no farther damagi hero, but tho earth u 
not yet quiot Yestorday thoco wore threo shocks, last night 
four, and to day two but they imro all slight No post re- 
etued siucc Sunday from auywhoro Oni only source of lu- 
formation of tho tartliqaako damage dono cfsowficro is tho 
ti-le^raph, which is uccc.ssanly meagre 

Goalundo June 15 

A gread oardfiquake occurred at GauLati at 5 p ir on tho 
12th, lustmg three minutes Every pucca building was Imol. 
led No Europeius were killed Tuo ladies ucro dag out 
injored Four miles of the railway destiojcd Groat damage 
was dono to gardens in the district 

Gharali, Jane 13 

A very .severe earthquake T/ ited this district yestorday 
cvtmng at about half past Bv© lasting two and a quarter 
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Qibntes Much damage hac been done to pucca bmldings Ctt ‘ 
tea factories Bospilala lerelled, brick •walls of bungalows 
■and factories have fallen ID, and mod walls of coolie htfuses 
nollapaod No loss of life ha» yet been reported The first 
shock was followed by eight others, one severo occnTTing at 
1 30 A E 


EARTH WAVES AT LAKHIMPUR 

Kbowang Jttne 32 

A very severe oaribqnake shock was felt hero tuis after- 
noon about a quarter past five, lasting over four inmrtes 
A long tremor was followed by slow, heavy waves The 
general wave direction was nliont aonth to north 

Ran^ajanj June n 

A fearful earthquake occurred ot 5 30 on Saturday after- 
noon Many buildings were damaged, and some were qntto 
destroyed The seiere shocks lasted six znioutcs , slight 
shocks -were felt at night 

Bila^pnr, Juno 13 

A slight shock of earthquake wos felt here about 4 
r M yoiterdny, accompa'uied by a strong wind and dusislotm 
Tbe cartbqoahe lasted far about tcu miDulcs 

poll) I, June Id 

Only a fow persona here tny they folt a slif^ht shock of 
oarthquaho on Saturday evening h>o domage has been done* | 
Till Saturday tho weather was extromoly hot On Sunday ] 
night a storm of oxtroordinarj tsoIouco came on, and lasted / 
several hours 

(The rnsUihmat;, Thartday, June 17, lb07) 

HAVOC IN ASSAM, 

ISOLATION OF PARTS OF THK PROYILCE 
Sjztt Litis Lost at CoALPArA 
A destructive earthquake occurred (Iroaglioiit Asram on 
Saturday oTODing, Insling ILrtc minutes Af Itz^ur the ' 
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tirtto was 5 20 p M The cntcherpji dab, and chnrdi wece 
soverol;^ cracked and domaged, also several bungalows 
rar^iituro was upset 

A-t Manglodye, at 5 lo eovoral bungalo wa cam'e down, 
and the treasury split in two The car^h opened and water 
spouted np-sevoral feat 

Gauliaii, & 8 Great dostruciion hero All the pucca 
buildings were levelled No lives wore lost The residents 
spent the night on the mail sicamor The roads are fissured 
for miles, and the railway Las disappeared Tolographio com 
jnumcatioQ is stopped 

SualLuchi bank has subsided, and several huts have 
been swept away and lost 

Goalpaia 5 5— A tidal wavo destroyed the bazaar, and 
sixty lives are lest The oarth is fissured and the country 
round about covered by nvid and sand, which aro welling up 
The telegraph olHce, cuichery, and all pucci^ bullchugi azo 
destroyed The natives have fled 

'Dhubri, 5 10 — ^Tho pucca buildings have been dostroyed, 
anllelegraphic communicatiou is slopped, the roads being 
Assured Some lives hare been lost among tho natives The 
country around is flooded, and the earth has subsided all 
along tho banks of the Brahmaputra^ Great damage has 
beou done to crops 

datrapur, 6 0 — The railway up to the Toesta u broken, 
and telegraphio cominuoicatioa is stopped There are no 
mails either way The river banks are Assured down to 
Jumarban Little damago otherwise 

Heavy ram fell on tho morning of tho 13th and 14th 
Shocks continued for 24 hours The Huiopeans at each place 
compato the duration of tho shooks at from two to three 
nmutes Standing upright was impossible whilo tho earths 
qaako lasted 


ANOTHCa EDBOPJSAN DEATH 

Shillong June 16. 

Until now (4 30 p ir, Juno 14)811 commauication with 
Gauhati has boon impossible, owing to the b’ldgos being 
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fof years, ivas preceded hy graai heat, and aecozapanied 
load rnmlDling from tte northern hvlls. No damage of im-- 
poriance has yet been commazueated. 

{T/ie Enghshman^ TnJay, Junt 18, 1897 ) 

appalling destruction in 

SHILLONG 

MR COTTON’S TELEGRAM, ‘ 

TERRIBLE DEVASTATION 

Simla, June IT” 

The following telegram has been recBived — From the 
Chief Commissioner of Assam, Shillong, to the Viceroy.Simla 
A terrible earthqnahe occurred m ShiUcng yesterday nf- 
lernoon, June 12, at 5-lOr M All masonry buildings, includ- 
ing GoTernmeut House, the Secretariat, tho church, the jail, 
public ofBces and prirato houses have b“en levelled with the 
ground The mortality is believed to be slight, but 3Ir SIo* 
Cahe was hilled by a bouse falling on him I deeply deplore 
Ills death, which is s great lose to the admisistratioo 
There bavo been many narrow escapes, including my own 
^nd my wife’s, but I kuow of no other European killed 
Many employes in the Secretariat Press were killed by 
the building falling in on them One or two death occurred 
m the militaxy lines, and more lu the bazar, hut nO 
details are available The public and private losses ar^ 
very heavy, ond practically nothing has been saved anywhere 
The ofUcial records and press lie under the rums Heavy 
and coutiuaouB ram has prevailed nil night and all day, and 
there ate severo seisimc disturbances at frequent intervals 
Th 6 position of the lading fluil children, exposed fo tho elo- 
xnouts, is very trying Arrangements are bamg made to 
provide temporary slioltor in very dilScuU circnmstauees I 
do not know the extent of the earthquake, but judging from 
''the lovcnty of the shock here I fear it most be widespread, 
''^Mond Telegram, June 16 — ^Ko nows lias been received 
>^lhct or Oachar Tho devastation on the Chorra- 
^ has been very groat and tbo company gango 
destroyed I fear tho lose of life must bo consider' 
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■hVle ftl the POa\ mines and lime quarries in Siiillong. Wr* 
Rosenrodo, Survey pensionop, was killed by falling off bis 
hdase. Gauhati and Goalpara Iiavo been wrecked. Tliclosa 
t)£ life lias been very amall. There is no news yet from Dbnbri 
or Bengal. The earthquake was felt at Tezpnr and JInngal* 
dai, but was apparently less severe. Ko news has yet arrived 
from Upper Assam. River commanications are open and 
steamers »aro running. Our road to Gauhati is being re- 
opened Seismic distnrbances aro still frequent and last nigbt 
were severe. Details follow by letter. 

Juno 16i Telegram Ko. 3:— In continnation of this mom* 
ing’s wire ilr.Straehey, agent of the railways, who went out to 
Gherrapunji and has just returned, gires the worst possible 
accounts of that place ; whole villages having fallen down tho 
side of tho hill. Cbultack was eubmorgod, but many saved 
themselves on the llmcstono flats. Kows has just been rccolvod 
fiom the Ezccaiivo Dogtucor, Sylhet, that tho town has been 
levelled with tho ground, and the subsidence of villagos la 
reported Great dostraciiou of food supplies is inovitable, and 
I anticipate severe scarcity tlirougheut Sylhet. I would 
ask, if po<8ible, for tlie immediate dopntaliou of au add! 
tional engineer and civil officers to assist the Deputy Commis* 
sloner at this groat ciisis. Whether other parts of Lasteio 
Bengal are as bad I cannot say, but Sylhet urgently needs 
help, which, in my present condition, I cannot supply. 
Dlbrug&rh is said to be unhurt. 


AGITATION OK THE JORHAT LAKE. 

dorhat, June 32. 

A severe shock of earthquake was experienced at Jorhat 
this afternoon. The earth rocked so violently that there was 
considerable clifficuliyin whlking, and many people were to 

bo observed clinging to trees for support ; while the waters 
of the Jorhat lako and tho Chogdoi river were violently agi- 
tated. At one part of the bazar, tho earth opened, and 
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^v&icr find sand worfl forced up in !argo (|nant!tio*, wliilc 
llio walls of ono brick shop wore cracked ond forced ont ‘lo 
the pcrpondicuHr to (inch a dogreo that it is feared that the 
building will collapse allogclher. Tlio floor of this Ehop is 
concrolo, and was originally lord, bat it now reals at n 
elope of abont 40 degrees. At the railway station tno brick 
pillars of tlio engino-houso were thrown down an,d the iron 
roof collapsed on tlio top of no engine, wliilo ono of tho 
walls has been so cracked and injured that tho s/holo bnihhng 
will in all probability haro to bo dismantled at onco. Such a 
ECTcro (.arlliqauko Las not been c:{>crlLnccd m JorLat for 
many jears 


DIVERSION’ OP A RIVER CnAKN’EL 

Isvarganj, Jano 16. 

A lerriblo rartliqaako was felt Loro on Saturday last at 
6 r M. ; it lasted nearly threo minatus. The shock svas 
simply dreadful. Tho (own was grwitly damaged, bouses 
collapsed, tho M.uust(‘s Court, Rar Library, schoul, ihana, 
Registration OfBco, and Post Oflicc are all damaged The 
ground bccamo wavy and fissures were made some ten feet 
wide and six deep Tho local b.xar was almost destroyed 1 
roads have been shattered , the river changed its course The 
citcct has been disastrous Ihrougbout tho district ; almost 
all tbo pncca liousos Lnro been dam igcd aud all tho 
tno-ploroycd houses have been destroyed Tbo xcimndars 
of Ranigopalpur, Gouripnr, Kalipur, Qolockpur, llhabaui- 
pur, and Atliarabaii havo literally bscomo houseless. Tho 
fic’ds havo been covered by layers of sand, spnnging 
up from nuderneBth at places eix feet deep, buryin" 
the aut crop and eoodlings of the aman crop. With tho sev- 
cro famino it is expected tho pri^e of common rieo will ncfw 
bo SIX soors per rnpeo The shocks aro still being exporioncod 
TUo people arc panic-stricken. Only one death is reported 
from Ramgopalpnr All commumcatiOQ was stoppod, but 
he telegraph was repaired yesterday * 
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KO MAILS rOR FOUR DATS 


JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS INTERRUPTED 

Silctap, Juno 17. 

Terrible acconuta oE tbo carlb<ia&Ld oonio from all places 
opened to telegraphic communication Tbo ebocka still con* 
tinne Last mglit (boro nere tbrae shocks Tho vrealber is 
extremely sultry Oar loss is nothing compared to other 
places , only the Bilpar Akhra budding in Silchar came 
domi, killmg tiro persona. No other damage ocenrrod to 
baildiogs excepting the collapse of tho railway station build* 
lOg nnder constrnction The loss of one life is reported from 
the interior of North Cachar The Subdiniional OCBcer’s 
bunding, the District Soporinteudent's bungalow, tbo Sub* 
divisional OBlcer's residence and another bungalow havo 
been seriously damaged The embankment of the Hati* 
cherra Tea Estate gavo way, cansing considerable loss to 
property. The Oovornment road and Tillages have sunk 
m places, with eitcosiro fissures ejecting black sand 
and water. Sylhet town is entirely rained Excepting 
three or four bouses, no building, pnblio or private, has 
been saved The courts, offices, treasury, jail, hospital, 
and private lesidences have all collapsed There has been 
heavy loss of life, but the exact number is not kqown Tester- 
day medicmes were sent from here to Shillong, which is in 
worse plight, if possible, being cut off from all communication* 
All buildings, including the Residency and all public offices, 
are gone Arrangements have been made for carrying tho 
mails by steamer There have been no mails for fonr days. 
The Jubilee illumiuatiops will bo stepped, 

Sib«agar, June 12. 

ihe severest shock of earthquake I have ever experienced 
has just passed over the Sibsagar district Considerable 
damage has been done hers to pneca hnildings 
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Villnges wiUi it, has fallen down, about Halt of iHe road 
from Shillong to Chcrra lifts collapsed The mortality her® , 
iaust have been considerable, but no details are to Hand No 
llnropeans Tfero killed • 

The supply of food to tbo aiimrors is causing anxiety, as 
IHroiigh communication with the SylHct District is not open 

(T/ie Englit^iman, Sa/ufdaj, ^unt 10, 1897 ) 
LANDSLIPS NEAR SHILLONG c 

Shillong, Jane IS 

Slight shocks eonttnao at frequent interrols Ram ha» 
fallen heavily the greater part of the day Tbo discomforts 
are very great , food snppliea are so far fairly adeqnato 
There are alarming acconots of landslips in the district One 
man has been extricated alive from the ruins Five dead 
bodies havo been found Faller details have been posted 


SLIGHT DAhlAGB AT MANIPDR. 

Manipur, Jane 18 

The earthquake lu Manipur on the ISth was apparently 
much si gliter than elsewhere One or two baildioga were 
slightly damaged, but there was no loss of life 


MORE SHOOKS AT DIBRHGARH 

Dibrngarli, Jnne 14 

Three further slight shocks of earthquake were felt 
yesterday The weather is Dusettled and very wet The 
heavy shock of Saturday was felt generally in the Upper 
Valley, and considerable damage was done to buildings, both 
in the Sib'ogar and Lakhimpar districts The Dibrugarh 
Jubilee meeting has been called for the IGth to consider in 
what manner the Jubilee should be commemorated A 
committee has been furined to collect snb^cr ptions for a 
fitting memorial to that genial sportsman, Mr A W Madden 
Heath 
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oVcRttOWlNG TAH6S AT NOWGOSd 

Nowgong, Assam, Juno Li 

A severe eatihqaalvB here hw caused great destructibn td 
nb^onry tmldings The Depntv Comrais<iiouer’8 residence. 
Court ^ 0 U 86 and Circuit bouse were destroyed, and tbd 
Treasury and Post Office hbvo boon severely damaged 
JIany shops were destroyed and roads damaged The earth 
Tomitcd mud and waier^ and wells and tanks overflowed 
Tbero are great aperluros everywhere The time was 17 3G* 
l?o loss o£ Afe IS reported 

A SUSPENDED KAILWA-S^ 

Gangfcuf, June 15 

This district suffered from severe earthquake on Satnr* 
day afternoon Tea houses and bungalow wills were wrei,.k- 
ed and in some cases have falleo No d&ks have been received 
for three days Bridges oo the railway near here nre crack 
ed and some pillars have fallen The hue subsided in parts, 
and the mils and sleepers are snspended lu mid air The 
Subordinate Engineer pas«ed yesterday and two days after the 
damage Where is the Eugiocer*s Staff P 

DELATED TELBORAltS 

Ealibar, June 12 

A severe earthquake look plnco here at 4 p ii The shock 
traielled from north to south, and lasted three minutes 

Siligun June 12 

A severe shock of earthquake has just passed at 5 p a , 
lasting three miuntes 

Chirah, June 18 

A very severe earthquake visifed itts district yesterday 
evening about linlC past Cvo, lasting two and a qnarter 
minutes Much damage has been done to pucca buildings , 
tea factories and hospitals have beon levelled, and tbo brick 
walls of bungalows and factories have fallen in, the mud walls 
of tho coolie houses have collapsed No loss of hfo has yet 
been rci orted Tho first shock was followed by eight other' 
One was very severo, occurciug at d 10 x m 
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A HOUEtBSS JtAjA 

Unrsbidal^ad, Jane 18 

An alarming earthquake Idok place at Nashipnr last Sat- 
litiay at 5 20 Almost all the houses have fallen down No 
loss of life has occurred eiCfept at Thaknrhati and Latmandir 
All Eajban hnildings hire been senonslj damaged, and the 
tlaja with his family IS lifring in a straw hnngalow Other 
people are in huts and under treds All Jnbiiee preparations 
at Eajbari are stopped 

Darjiling, Vnnb 18 

The Woodlands Hotel has sneered no permanent damage' 
nothing but inmor injnri'‘s which will all be repaired m a few 
days 

(TlSr Enghihmant Monday, 1897 ^ 

HEAVr UORTALtrr ON THE cSERRA HTLDS 
Simla, (Tone 18 

The following ielegrodt ba« been receirod from Assam,— 
No 5 Colonel Maxwell sends the following rcassnnsg tele* 
gram —All going well Qowbalty Earthquake violent at 
Gowhatty, Oarpetta, Goalpara, Nowgbng Mangaldai , less 
yioleot at Teapar Dhnbn , slight shock at Dibrngarh, 
Sibsagar No nows from Jorhat and Qolaghat, but damage 
not great except to pucca bouses No damage done in 
Drahmapatra Valley ; peopio ploughing away as i£ no- 
thing had happened No injury to steamers and boats on 
tiTor Prices of food supply rising but snpply atnplo and 
largely indented for from Calcutta 

Commanication from Sfaillong to Gauhati is rapidly 
Opening out but communicalion with the Sylbet side is still 
closed Probably the mortal ty ou the Chorra Hills is from 
fonr to sit thousand, but no details are available 

The effect of the earthquake is slight Only at Silchaf* 
Rohlma, and Manipur 

message of STMPATUl FROM THE QUEFN 
Simla, Juno 19 

Tl e following message 1 as been recciicd by the Viceroy 
frorn tl e bccritary of Stale —1 am comuiauded by Her ila 



( 263 ) 

jesly tho Qneen Empress to say tliot slao has hoard with doop 
regret of tho serious loss of hfo and suffering caused by tho 
recobt earthqnaVes Sho dosires that you will make known 
this expression of hor sympathy and will keep her informed 
as to any further consoquoncas which may come to your 
knowledge, though she trusts that the worst is already 
known 

* SUBSIDENCE OF A VILLAGE 

Charnli, Jnno 13 

Seven more earthquake shocks have cccnrred in tho last 
twenty four hours including two severe ones at 12 30 and 
1 30 yesterday afternoon One child was killed at Faphoi 
factory by falling walls One mile o tho trank road band 
at Boroli Ghat between tbis and Tezpnr, Las crumbled away* 
A Tillage sear these has subsided and been inundated Tele* 
graphic communication was interiuptcd yesterday as the poles 
at Oauhati were damagecL 

Charali, dnno 14 

A Tory serere earthquake Ttsited this dstrict yesterday 
evening at about 5 30, lasting two and a quarter minutes 
hluch damage has been done to pucca buildings on tea 
factories Hospitals are levelled , tbo brii.k walls of tho 
bungalows and factories have fallen in, and mud walls of tho 
coolie houses bavo collapsed No loss of hfo is yet reported 
Tho first shock was followed by eight others A severe one 
occurred at I 30 A u 

Sibsagar, Juno 12 

An earthquake was felt here to day at 5 17 p m , and 
lasted five minutes There was vibration and also an undu- 
lating rnovement from east to west A mimic surf passes 
over the rice fields Buildings and trees moved ominously 
and there was a slight upheaval ca tho lake Pedestrian, 
reeled comically from side to «do of tho road Slight dam 
ago has been done to masonry This « the severest earth- 
quake within my recollection Seismic disturbance is fre- 
quent in Asspm, and when the sod u water logged tl e effect 
13 more foU 
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South Sjlhet, June 20 

K^pealed shocks occurred yesterday, and at 11 P m there 
was a terj sharp one The sky continues to present a very 
peculiar appearance There is a prevalent opinion that all u 
not yofc over now 

A CONTINUOUS TRFMOR 

Sonth Sylbet, June 19 

Two more shocks have occurred m the past twenty font 
'hours, one at six in the evoaiog and one at twelve They 
wore very feeble, bat there is a contmnous tremor in the 
ground, from which it is fearCd that the worst is not over 
Mohima, JnnO 12 

An eitraordirarily severe earthquake of font minnles’ 
duration occurred here Much damage has been done to 
'bnilditiga The direction was sonth to north 

Nowgong, Assam, Jane IS 

AtCpu a serious earlhqoake, lasting five mmntes wiih 
fire lesser shocks afterwards, was felt here It caused con* 
iideiable damage to pncca hmidiogs in the district 

Kakina, Jnno 2l 

The lortific earthqnalce on the 12lh Wioaglit grest 
damage here Poor sections of the Rajban wore rnmed The 
Ra^a miracnlously escaped Tl o Kninar’s new house is badly 
cracked in several places , and evorj pncca bnildti g is ciack 
ed ai d tl nkon No lives wore le*t The old rivor bod soil 
bas tub- ided four to six feet through the Kahbari grounds, 
deslroyiog a portion of tho temjlo Tho water and sand 
seethed uji all round, damaging tho crops From Saturday to 
W eduesday’s Calcnlta mail* arrived jeslwJay 


Clialsa, Jnno H 

A terrific earthquake ocenrrod hero at 5 3 p m on Saturday 
Numerous factoras and bungalows are wrecked Sercra! 
shocks laro l>con felt smeo severest at 12 rM,8sil nud 
12 IpO r M to day. ' 
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{7ht Etsglishman Wednexday, yunt 23 '3897 )■! 
NARROW ESCAPE OP A VILLAGE 

LOSS OF 700 LIVES IN GHERRA AND STLHBT 
Strain, June 22 

The following i3 a telegram from the Chief Cotnmissionor 
of Assam to the Viceroy —I am glad to say that later inform- 
ation shows a much less mortality iq the Gherra Hills than 
was originally stated It appears that almost the whole 
Tillage of Shelia, with 3,653 inhabitants, has fallen down into 
the riTor below, which. IS bloskod, bat that the subsidence 
was so gradnal tliabmost of the inhabitants escaped The 
mortality from ibu Tillage is said not to exceed 2o0 
AU the other oliS Tillages aro small, and details are still 
wanting, hnt the total mortality in them is probably cot more 
than 400 Commanications with the plains is now re-opened 
I hare also recetred re aisnriog cows from SylLet, whore the 
distress and damage are not so great as was snpposed Tlie 
estimated loss of life in the district is only three hundred and 
the reported snbsidence of villages is not confirmed The 
Cherrapunjl telegraph route was re opened last night 

{Tht Engliihman Thutaday Junt 24 1697) 
ANOTHER EARTHQUAKE AT D IRJILING 

Darjiling, June 23 

There was another earthquake boro at 7 30 last evening. 
Happily it has done no damage farther than jast widening a 
fow cracks These continuous shocks are natnrally alarming, 
for there is no knowing how and when they are going to end 
Those who have experience of earthquakes say that this suc- 
cession of slight shocks IS oar safeg nard, or otherwise there 
would probably have been another severe shaking The idea 
at any rate, is consoling 

Akjah Jnne 22. 

Two shocks of earthquake were felt here on Saturday and 
Sunday last 12th and 13th xosiant, the former being very 
severe and of long duration Little or no damage, however 
seems to hare been done Weather very wet 
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DUARS TBAFPIO ARRANGEMENTS. 

Jqdo S3. 

At a TOprosentattv® meeting of Boars planters held ‘at 
Jalpaignri, arrangemonls were pat in progress for shipping 
Daars teas bj rlrer and getting ap coolie food, as great scar- 
city is only too evident, owing to the nncertaiaty and slow 
progress made in repairing the Northern Bengal State Bail- 
way, * 


FAINT SHOOK IN PURI. 

Jane 23. 


Gnttach and Pnri felt tho shock of the 12th faintly. No 
damage was done at all. 


Kajaldharo, Jane 13. 

A severe earhqaake occurred here at 4-80 r* M., lasting 
one misnie and 30 seconds. Farther particnlars wiU follow as 
to the damage done. 


Soatb Sylhet, Jnne 2.3. 

A teonnence of the oscillations to ■which I have referred 
before took place yesterday afternoon, and again at 8 
there was a smart shook, another at 11, and a very strong one 
at two in the morning. The feeling one experienced was 
ns if the gronnd was constantly throbbing, generally cnl* 
minating in very distinct shocks. The weather is dnll, rainy 
and cloudy- ' 

Tremors still coQtinno, there being one at 10 this morn- 
ing and another at foor this afternoon, the latter very distinct. 
Damage continues to he done at Qopalgan j. A ferry boat con- 
taining 99 people is reported as baring been upset by tho bore 
in tho river and all perhhed. Thirteen bodies have been 
exhnmed from tho rains of AU Omged Khan’s house, and 
there are still some left. Bnngalows, tea and leaf honsos are 
reported damaged on all tides, some ntnoh more severely than 
others, the npheaval having travelled in waves as it were, and 
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those nearest the centres hAving fluttered most. All along 
the banks of the rivers there has boon a very Borions subsid- 
encb and great loss of property. 


TEA MANUFAOTTOE INTERFERED WITH. 

Sontb Sylhet, Jnno 14. 

There baya been several more slight shocks of earthquake 
and at one f, m. three distinctly sharp ones. The fissnros 
hove opened oni mnch wider, in some places being two to 
three feet, and in many places the native villages have snb* 
sided considerably, and inside the honses water is spring- 
ing up on every side. Manufacture in some factories will 
be serionsly interfered with. The cartons thing ia that the 
tremor was quite noaccompaniod by tho nsnal aytoptoms, tUcro 
being an absence of the usnal rumblings, and tho weather was 
not sultry for the time of the year. In fact, all the titno it 
has been going on there has been a continual drlrzle, and at 
intervala heavy equalls, indicating the bursting of the mon- 
Boons. The Assam^Bangal Railway has been badly damaged, 
and no mails have arrived for font days. One ballast train is 
lying wrecked near Telogaon station, half on the lino, and 
half ott. The embankments of the line in many places have 
imbsided, and only tho rails and sleepers are left suspended 
in air. 


iTWENTT POST OFFICES RUINED. 

Simla, Jane 21. 

The three-mile gap on the Eastern Bengal line caused by 
the earthquake is now repaired and the line is re opened. Re- 
ports from Ascam are very bad, and there is no donbt that 
the damage -will cost Goverement many lakbs of rnpeea. 
Twenty post offices are believed to be rained, and many of 
the tannclfl on the hill section of tho Assam-Bengal Railway 
are boUeved to bo damaged. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

WnECK OP ST. MART’S HOME. 

TO THE EDITOR Of TOE “ ESaUSOMlV.” 

SiRt*— One of the bmldings tbat bR« saffcrod moat is 
St. Mary’s Homo of ( harily in ifarqais Street, » & most <le. 
senriog iiislitatios, and I t>o()e the damage done ttiII bo mado 
prominent, to catch the sympathy of the charitable, alio 
the heroism of hlias Comloj and some other inmates who bad 
several limes to enter tho quaking baildiogs rCLming tbs 
children and bod-riddcn parsons. A few seconds later (he 
whole of this particular portion collapsed. Tho loss to the 
cstitutioQ Will bo very severe, of coarse, priocipany in the 
building ; but orcry article of furnituro and the littlo belong* 
ings of tbo iomates of tbit wing have been completely des* 
trowed. 

I enpposo there is sot another home in Calcutta frt>m 
where helpless persons and little children had to l<e 
actually rescued from lha swaying building, which by 
tho mercy of Proridcnco just held together long onongb to 
gel (ho lost one out. 

G. F. 


Calcutta, Juno 12. 

Sir,— *A i a resident of thirty years’ standing, I can ssy 
hat lo*day’s earthquake is Iho worst that has occurred dur- 
ng that poriol. I havo Leoa round tho town, nnd it will take 
sla/a rjUmaio ffSf hsea^ciso. 

quake ol July, l£3o, was a bad one, but to<day’s wai 'fry 
QBch worse, Ilf own place in (ho old part of tho town /# 
rather bally damaged, and all the rooms on tho lop Gat hast 
pan of tho roof gone, ij 1 think U is just as well that the 
t..c&t 00 D will bo lalo 1 


OLD DlTCUL’n. 
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TERBOR AT BANKIPUR. 

TO THE EDITOR Of TUS *' EirOLIsnuiN.” 

SiE^ A. very unnsaally oarthqnako ivaj fclfc lioro tlu9 

ftftofnoon. Tbe shock Tras perceptibly !elb at 16-37 (railway 
time) and passed off at 16-42- The Btation baildings •woro 
soticed to shako most alarmingly, the lamp post swayed to 
and fro and the corrugated iron roofing roHled as if stormed 
by myriads of hailstones. While tho carreot lasted, the feeling 
that possessed one and all was that of sea sickness. Natives and 
Eatopeans alike wore tanning ahont the platform in abject 
terror not knowing at what moment the baildings would 
collapse. Bat the excitement was over almost as saddouly 
ns it began, 

We have had good rain in these parts and the ntmosphero 
ii dalighlfulty cool. 

WILLIAM n. HUNTER. 

Sankipnr, Jane 12. 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE ** ETOllSnUAK.” 

Sir,— Ueplorable as have boon the effects of Saturday’s 
earthqaake, it is to be sincerely hoped that the authorities 
will not add to the deitraciioo of the many baildings now in 
a state of partial collapse, by firing off tho intended sixty 
guns to commemorate the Queen’s Jubilee, as such a procod' 
ure, added to the action of the monsoon, now already set in, 
would certainly have tho effect of demolishing most of tho 
structures now staudiog on the merest sufferance. 

At this critical moment I feel sure nobody would take it 
amiss to let the memorable day pass off witbont the needless 
(and in t'lis case certainly harmful) waste of powder, and to 
drink Her Gracions Majesty’s health in the absence of the 
otherwise indispensable booming of guns. 

GIVIS. 

Calcntta, June 14. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ ENGLISHMAN. ” 

Sir,— -I trust you will call attention to the fearful state 
of distress in which some thousands of tho middle class people 
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ot Um dty aro ploTigoJ In to Enshshman I sco you 
liRTO alrendy glanced nt tlio matter and anggosted that tho 
JhIiiJm Dinner Fond Bhoall l«> dirertod to tbo relief, of 
Buffering But really tlio ca^o ti worse lliao this I and my 
family, like many hundreds of others, are forced to birouack 
In os open courtyard in tho ra»Q ot ma tho risk of being 
ernshed to death in our sleep It is only 0 question of hours 
With this raiu, and my house must eomo down, and I can find 
DO hoaseroom anyirhero id the toirn Surely this is a case for 
pubhe action 

SHAKEN OUT 


“ DOING • THE BDINS 

TO TDE EOtTOP or THE “ ESOHSHSUH ' 

S/B,— ^11 rrbo hare been “ doing ’* tbs rujDS of Cnlcstta 
must hare been struck with the danger of the enormously 
heavy pillared balnstrades which sarmoanl the cornice of so 
many buildings, they are supposed to bo ornamcDtal, and the 
form a protection to tho«e who go on the flat roofs But they 
are regular booby traps of the most deadly character If 
anyone douhls lot hioi look at tbo blocks o! stone weighing 
hundreds of tons that have fallen from tbo root of tbe Town 
Hall And not only here but at Moore and Co 's, Dr. 
Felstein’s, and Ur Ezra's tbe expenonco has been Iho 
same The heavy balustrade or coping has been the Gr^t 
thing to give svay, ood it his come down like a thanderbolt on 
projecting verandah and porticos below with a crushing forco 
that nothing could resist Is it not n mistake to set up all 
that monstrous pile of znasosry ogam ou the Towa Hall ? It 
seems like tempting Frovideuco 
Ballyganj, June 14 

BATEPATER 


AN APPEAL FOR FUNDS 

TO THE EDITOR OF inE ’ ENOLISDlfA’I " 

Sir, — -^Vill you permit me through your columns to appeal 
to Ue public of Calcutta for help on behalf of St Mary's 
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Homo of Clianty, Tew places have suffered moro geveroly 
from the earthquake — the third floor room of the huilding 13 
a completo rum and that entire portion 17111 have to he re*, 
built At the time of the shock, there were fifteen children 
hosidos adults, on the third floor, ond they were bnrejy out o£ 
the rooms, before the ontiro etdo fell The damages are 
roughly estimated at Bs, 5 , COO, end the Committee o£ the 
Homo moat oarncslly heg the pubhe to kindly help them to 
raise this large sum The repairs bad heeu, comparaliroly 
speaking, just Gnuhod, and the expensea entailed on that 
account have been very heavy, and have much crippled tho 
Fands Any contrihntions mil ha thanWuUy received by Dr 
T M Comley, Honorary Treasurer, “ St Haiy s Homo, ’ and. 
JliiS Cforaloy, OfDomtzag Honorary Secretary, 

ALICE COilLET, 
OSciatirg Honorary Secietary 

PITT TOE POOR GLCRE*! 

TO THE EOlTOr OP tUB ** ESOUSnUiV " 

Sfi5,— 2 Iay I ask t](0 morcaalilo comninaity (0 pay ono 
month 3 extra salary to all their poor clerks and mcmals in 
their offices to cclehrato tho Qaeou s sixtieth rcjgn If bucIl 
kindness i 3 sho'vn to them they would over pray for tho woU 
faro of their employers and remember with gratitude tho 
sixtieth rtignof tho Cmprc*", Victoria The asaulance 13 
sadly wantod now, for tho earthquake has stripped many of 
nearly all they po^sosjod of house uud of houmhold goods 

POOR cldre:. 


TO TBC EOITOB OP IBS ** ENO-tSUSH r ” 

Sir,— ill you kindly loscrt under your earthquake 
nows the following item — 

Tho Calonlla Doya’ School sustained no damage from the 
shock, and all aro well 

J aORDOH KE^^EDX. 

72, Jaun Bazar Street, Jana 14 
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'to toe editor or the “ evolisomiv ” 

Sir, — S a'urday’s earlhqnakeoogbt to open the eyes ef 
cnr manicipality to tlio want of wisdom m enforcing the pre* 
sent hnilding regnlations so strictly, especially the section en* 
joying the setting apart of four feet m the sides of proposed 
buildings As a safeguard bnildings should be attached to 
chch other as closely as po Bible consistent with the gllowance, 
for free ventilation and light The earthquake did most dam- 
age to those buildings which stand aloof from their neighhonr 
new as well as old, while to the sarpn^e of all the tottering 
booses that are in close toacb with each other remain standing 
as they were Would that the Lieutenant Governor had been, 
here to heat personally an the spot of the extent of the dam- 
age d.QnQ hy the earthquake, so that he could judge how much 
the Sailding Act stands m need of revision 

VERITAS 


TO TOE EDITOR OP TDB “ tV0LI5IIUX> " 

Sir,— T he damage to house properly in Calcutta caused hy 
the earthquake as stated m yoor is<ao oMo day is truly ap- 
palliog, TheHnnicipal Corporation should also enquire what 
damage the sewered drainage has suffered in the metropolis, 
ns the rams are almost upon us, and oo lime should he lost to 
repair the same to prcrcut the outbreak of virulent epidemics, 

M.B 

Calcutta, Juno 14 


CALLIbG Ob THE TUTELARY DEITY. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THF ” EVOLISmtaX ” 

Sip, — I have made a few notes which I place at your 
vmri’iy yuvAv iuscunion and e'lictt oxac't inlor- 
mation on tho subject 

It wai about two or tbreo minutes after 5 p ii , as tho 
clock itrnck m my silting room, that tho visitation began 
Tho moment I pcrcciTed it was an earthquake, I rushed out 
pt tay pom m tbo dj/cri loudly crymg cut too, or Wiferous; 



( 275 ) 

ly prajlng lo God— the God of Gods, Poromasiur, to save uS 
from instantaneoas death, hofore tlio rest of tho family 
gathered roand mo and the ladies hogan to strike tho kanson 
of blow the kaunch before the tutelary doity on tho third 
etorey. I forgot to look at the clock or to note tho duration 
Tho direction of the vibrolion, as far as my osponence goes, 
wai from east and west Tathor Latent says that tho Vibrations 
wero north to south as well as east to west, * « , m all direc- 
tions. The clock or chronomoler on the bracket of tny room 
with tho pendulam oscillating north and south, and a carnage 
clock on a what-not placed in a similar position did not 
stop 

With regard to the building tbe small portico in front of 
our tutelary god Sre Dhnrjt’s room has been sevarofy damaged, 
though tho nest room a fow feet lower m the premises did nob 
suffer any damage Uy theory is that when the masonry runs 
]R a continued lino,scIid nod compact, tho damego is tho leisl, 
bat where the building stands out alone it suffers groat in;uryi 

On my way to my garden yesterday I noticed several 
dilapidated houses, the route lying between Chitpnr Road, 
Cealon Street, Shamhaiar, ToIIa Paik parah, and Sinti 
These hoBses Appeared to ho os 1 think hahlo to damage from 
their stracturo 

G D BTSACK 

3, BysaeVs Lano, d'uno 14 

TO TUB EDITOR OF TDE ‘‘B>OUsnsll\ ’’ 

Sir,— Somo days ago I read in tho paper that on tho 
morning of the Queen’s Jubilee all the forts in India aro 
going to fire ft royal salnto of sixty guns Without intending 
to bo tho feast dis/oynf io Her Jfosi ^raeious ilfajo fy, may t 
suggest that after the diro calamity that hofell Cilcuttaon 
Saturday last, which left four fifths of the lionoes m a roojfc 
dangerous condition, it would ho far moro pradent if no guns 
•were fired, and they will bo taUa for tbe died, as tho effect on 
t5io crumbling buildings may be too dreadful for eontem* 
plalion. 


rtlGDEhCE. 
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iibTniNQ KNOWN OF DiTlIItIHQ MAILS 

TO THE EDITOR OF TBS “E’tQLISUMA'i," 

Sib,— -T he anDOied i* wOrlh nohcing in tUo Engltthm(ff'. 
Fancy tLe Post Office nth no information as to the Darjihn" 
toaiU One wonld think w6 Inedinan age when telegraphs 
ore unknown At ench a time they shonld rather puhliin 
information volantanly. The mails conld hayo been m by 
Monihori Ghit era this 1 « 

ANXIOUS. 

To Post Master, Colcntta —Sir,— Will you kindly s-'y by 
a noto at foot when the loiters posted at I)a-jiling on Friday 
last may ba expected to nrrivo at Calcnttft Abo whether 
letters posted at Calcnlta on Satntday last and Snnday have 
reached DarjUing and by ivhat ronlo, and oblige 

nep}^_Tho loformation rr<ioired u not arailabJe. No 
news has been received regarding tbo Darithog mails. 


SHOCK AT SIMLA ‘ VERT SLIGUT.** 

TO TBE EDITOR OF T0B ‘‘C OLIsmitV *’ 

Sir,— The public of Calcutta must be gratofnl to you for 
the two snggestioos made by you, trie ,tbat the proposed salute 
of 60 guns should not be Sred on Saturday, and that Govern* 
meat should offer their cmiity offices to the houselass hun- 
dreds of Calcutta 

But your suggoitions, not coming from an official sonrce, 
are necessarily unpractical It must bo remembered that the 
Governmcot is at Simla, and that its rnngo of vision is limited 
by the surrounding hill« Parthermoie, the shock at Simla 
M IS very slight It follows Ibo-cForo that Government evu only 
be j^aidcd by what it fools and sees It feels little and sees 
less. It did not and would not SCO the famine last year. Why, 
therefore, should we fijyeotjtfDj’on fie riJiipf of iks •escih’ 
Quake now ? 

Tua programme of the Jubilee celob-ation cannot bo m- 
tottered mil, bjsach a tiia. man eartUqnoU A few tonses 
inooled down bj the salnle will maU tc.j Llilo ditteronco, 
bosaibly oidy a tow labtis in tlift lossea already snileied Is jfc 
In domaad that the Government shanlil 
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from its sntig refrcal, T?ljoro it? ojci aflil cars aro closed, con* 
corn ilfiolf over saoh tndcj and cause itself xnconvonionco hj 
Blopiiing such n necessary coromooy as a aaluto ? Ton oro 
nsliing too much, S»r. 

Agam, TTonld it bo reasonable to suppose that Govorn- 
jnont could possibly coino doun to tbo lord of common mor- 
tals by oponuig its doors to tbo saSenng maUlludcs ? This 
sTonld bo merely human Qorernment is not human llo* 
sides yon haro to consitlor tbo immon«o amount of inconvcn* 
jouce to the oGlcials left m ebargo of tbo sarious olTtcos. Tbo 
ground door of Gorernmeat lIoosQ tronld acconsmodato romo 
livo bundrod jcoplu , but wbat a facrikgo it rrould bo to turn 
tbo sacred cdiGco to »uch an nnlioly purpose It is cijimlly 
audacious to suggest tbat iHo Seciticii .t buildings si ooM be 
turned into a liarrack for a fow aviobSv b>o, no mast bare 
our gant, and tbo poor must sleep on tbo maidiin 

MOUMAIN DCW. 
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from til 0 owner’s point of Vlow, tt* being the cjaicl^ost wiy of 
getting the largest number of bon«e3 made appirently habit- 
nblo at a time when rents nro IiLely to riso to almost oajtbing. 
On the other band, it seems almost criminal to permit such 
repairs to bo corned out, until somo competent authority has 
inspected tlie premises, pronounced them safe, and issued a 
certificate to that clfoct. Surely this is the duty of the Uunit 
cipality, and the Police should soo that no repairs are carried 
out until such certificate 13 granted, except sncll as are neces' 
sary to keep out the ram 

In this conuection, perhaps, tho firing of tho salute of sixty 
guns would prove more of a blessing than olberwiso , only it 
would bo advisable to warn tho luhabitants to stand clear of 
the buildings for the time being, and a volley of the whole 
battery might follow, to make sure that nothing tho leas-* 
bit shaky remained 

OBSERVBE. 

Calcutta, June 16 


MORE POSl^AL COMPLAINTS. 

TO TUE EDITOR Of TOE “ " 

SlB,— Enquiries at the General Post Office as to when tha 
Darjdiog mails of Saturday last and following days are likely 
to be delivered in Calcutta elicit the reply that the Pre- 
sidency Post Master “ has to information whatever upon the 
subject” Perhaps you or some of your readers may bo able 
to tell me who IS the correct person to apply to for informa- 
tion of this kind It did not occur to me to apply to the 
Commissioner of Police or the Lord Bishop of tho Diocese 
I naturally supposed that the Presidency Post Master was 
tho man whom the public have a right to expect to be able 
to supply particulars of this Lind, but apparently I was 
wrong 

Is It not a disgraceful state of affairs that, owing to a few 
miles of railway being damaged between this city ana Dar- 
jiling, the mails are being delayed in tnis monstrous cannor ? 
If every mile of the rails foe the whole journey bad been 
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torn np, llio mails slionld Lavo lieon in before this Wo know, 
tliore»is no interruption between Scaldab and Sara or between 
Darjilmg and Silignri, and of Ibo intcrrening distance it is n 
liberal estimate to soppose that not more than Cftj miles aro 
ont of order, and jot day after day, we receiTO no mails 
and tbe authorities baro no information upon tho subject* 
I venture to iay that in no other civilized country under tbo 
snn would there bo displayed such total indifferonco or in- 
competence to copo mth n temporary difllenllj such as this 

disgusted 

Calcntta, Jane IG 


SURVEYING THE DAMAGED DOUSES 

10 THE EDITOB OF IDS “ ENGLlSIIMiN ” 

Sir,— W ill you kindly insert Iho enclosed copy of a letter 
I havo addressed to tbo CliaiMDan to tbo Corporation with a 
view to inducing other CDgiaeors to givo on hour or two of 
tnoir time m tho morning as IIODorary Surveyors of houses 
injotod by tbo earthquake 

J H APJOHN 
Port Commissioners’ Houso, Jane 37. 

To W R Bright, Esq , I C S —Dear Sir,— A correspond- 
ent m to day’s calls attention to a Bonous public 

danger, viz , the prompt plastering up to tbo cracks m houses 
injured by tbe earthquake which will prevent their real con. 
dition being ascertained. 

Since tbe catastrophe I Lave ezaminod a number o! 
injured house*, and tho opmoo I Lavo formed is that, if what I 
Bee stated in tbo Press is correct, a large number of houses 
aro bemg condemned as unsafe which are really capable of 
bemg promptly put mto repair at a moderate expenditure of 
money and time so as to be qnito safo for occupation T have 
little doubt but that interested parties havo a good deal to s 
! to this wholesale casting of houses 

On.the otlf«r hand, many honses of the poorer sort 
really unsafe, which it is tho intorost of landlords to patch up 
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vith tbo lea»t posaibla delay, and 10 my opinion tLe utmost 
power of tbo Corporation tboald bo put info force to Ihvrart 
thij action, and as far as I can understand the powo's of Iho 
Corporation are ample to prevent oncli being done 

I qnite understand that it is a " very large order ” to 
survey all the Itonsca in Calcalta that are in a doabtfnl condi' 
tion, indeed, I am very donbtfal ivbether jt physically 
possible to do so, the number of men at present in Calcutta 
svbo can, under the most liberal interpretation, bo called ox* 
perta being ve-y limited, and in tbo case of the majority of 
them their oQicial duties will preclude them from render, 
itg assistance barvey by others than qualiSod Engiceers 
or architects is useless The houses that look very bad to 
one ttIjo IS not an expert ore often not really la a dangerous 
condition, while, on the other hand, comparatively few and 
moderate eracls may he ta such positions as to ludicala 
danger 

I am one on whose time the effects of the earthquaho will 
not cause an encroachment, as the Foit Trust property has 
practically suffered no injury I therefore tender my eerviees 
to assist the Corporation 10 the pro^out crisi*, and am ready to 
devote a couple of hoars on most mornings to the survey of 
injured houses 

In order that my tune should bo utilized to the best ad* 
vantage I thould be supplied with a list of the houses a« igu* 
ed to me for survey With a view to inducing others to come 
forward, 1 am sending a copy of this letter to the Press 
roars truly, (Sd ) J. H APJOHN 


STIPULATIOU FOB TIMP TO DRESS 

TO TUB EDllOi; OV THE “EVCLlSIIMiV,” 

StE, — I trust the anthonties have taken your wnrmng 
fo heart I am certain that tbo tiring of a salnte of sixty 
guns from the ramparts of Port Wilham on Jab lee Day is 
a serion® danger to the whole city with its tottering hnild* 
mgs If the anthonties hlmdly persist m firing these sixty 
guns as a proof of their Idyally, that is no reason why they 
jlioiiU do [0 at the tuh ol mnocoat liyes Wo onghl to ta 
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toU tlio cxftct hOTir so thafc wo nnjr nil leave our Iionsos 
during the firing TliO picture conjurod up la decidedly 
comical Tho heroes in the Fort blazing away, to show thoir 
doVotion to Her irnjosiy, rather enjoying tho sight of falling 
buildings, so Iiko tho real thiug, you know, and outside 
on tho Maidan, tho shivering liegoj, trembling at tho roar 
of OTory gnn and fearful of having no homo to return to 
when tho Jubilee fun is over If tho General Commanding 
tho distmk pooh-poohs tho idea of danger, loft him tako a 
seat m tho upper flat of hloot'e baog-ilow when tho salute is 
being fired General Yealmnn-Biggs is a bravo man, but I 
tbmL ho’d ** rather not ” Any way, if wears -all to turnout 
a second time, lest our houses should como about our cars, 
it IS to bo hoped wo shall at last havo iimo given ns to 
dress decently. 

TANDEM. 

CaTcatta, June 17i 

EISTS TO TUG BOILDINC COMMISSION. 

TO TOE EOITOU OP TDE "ESOLISDUAJ? '* 

Sts,— Tho Government of Dcngal was asking through tho 
Chamhot of Commerce, tho other day, for suggestions m con- 
nection With tho enquiry set on foot by tho Calcutta Building 
Commission Tho first question of the Commission is whether 
ouQ has any knowlodgo of “tho mode in which houses aro 
being built in Calcutta ” Smeo Saturday’s occarronoe,most of 
ns could answer that quostiou in the oQirmativo But two 
points occur to mo that 1 tbiok worthy of tho attention of tho 
Commission 

In almost every fustauco of collapse, tho ongm of tho 
misirihm'ihff ilwswifdir ihiArfl.VuuV lur iMv rooif coping' 

with which most of our Calcutta houses are “finished oC ” 
These balustrades aro of enormous weiglit Yon rightly say, 
Sir, that tho part Of the Town Hall that has come down would 
weigh thousands of tons Not only are thoso too heavy bains* 
trades a danger in thcmsolros, but when they topplo over they 
drag the front of a bonso down and carry porticos and 
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Tcr^ndolis boforo lliem Has the Cominission giTCn its attcn* 
tion to tbcso bataatrados P 

Another point is the iinmnmty of bnildmgs that are joi/icd 
together as compered with those which are self contained ” 
Tho CommisaiODt it soems to mo, is inclined to maho a fetish 
of Tontilalion It has vontilalion on tho brain Venlilalion is 
all very well, but when we come to consider tho strength of 
baildings and their power of withstanding earthqaabo shocks 
there is somclhing clsa to bo considered Say what wo like, tho 
manner in which tho long lines of ncVelty piles in Clntpar 
Boad have escaped has to bo explained Tho naliro reason, that 
tho hoases are conlignoos, may not bo the right one, hat it 
seems to mo there u something to bo said for it 

BAJ MISTBI. 

Calcaita, Jnno 17 


TOtne EDimoE the **E’soitsnM*x ” 

Sir I— Many thanks for the insertion of my letter abont 
tho earthquake What I am anzions to know is the czaci 
dniaitOD of the shock I dnd nowhere on allasion to tho exact 
time that tho shock lasted My idea is that it was not monr 
than two or Ibrep mmatos If it had been Cvo minates, tho 
whole town would haro boon a wreck 

In 1885 I recollect that the shock was smarter, some 
Tioleni jerks, bat of mnch loss duration not moro than a few 
seconds, Abont 55 years ago.wheo I was a school boy, my first 
oxpononce of an earthquake wns somcUuDg very frightful It 
was on the night of the JagadbatriPuja that the visit ition oc 
enrred The shock was so violent ns to throw down the images 
of Jagadhatri in several houses All the people rushed out of 
their houses to save their lives 

1 remember that I with others ran out into the streets and 
stood at tho Jagaruath Ghfit m front ol the Mint, by Jhfl west 
of which the nver Ganges thou flowed as tho Port Commission 
had not then come into existence and made our sacred nver 
recede to its present narrow position This mnch is certain that 
if those shocks on the two occasions alluded to by mo had 
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laaled three or foar mioutos, tho city would have been in 
ruins. 

^G. D. BTSAOK. 

3, Bysack’s Lane, Juno 17. 

EARTHQUAKE COMPARISONS. 

TO THE EDITOB OF THE EXQElSnSIAN.” 

Sir, —Tour interesting artiolo on earthquake comparisons 
in Bengal is valuablo, inasmuch as it focuses particulars ro« 
garding previous seismio dtslurbanccs. Might I in this con- 
nection record a few details regarding the shock experienced 
in Oalcntia on the Slat December, 1831 ? It was felt at Calient 
nnd at Port Blair ; also at Katmandn, in Nepal, and by tho 
ship Mount Stuart iu Lat. 3^51*. Tho area covered by 
it extooded, therefore, over soventcon meridians of longltudo 
and rooro than twenty-throe parallels of latitodo. To put it 
roughly in miles, the earthquake of December, 1881, passed 
throngh l.GOO miles from north to south, and 1,300 from east 
to west. I collected matorials foe it at tho timo, and 
tho masters of tho ships Qlen Oaladh, Lord Lytton, and 
Mount Stuart, kindly furnished mo with extracts from 
their log books, while from the local papers I got 
particulars of the shocks as it was experienced on board 
tho Commonwealth, a vessel which at tho time was in tho 
neighbourhood of Car Nicobar. That quake was felt at 
Akyab, Oheduba (where it was immediately succeeded by au 
eruption of earth oil and burning gas) Chuaar, Gaya, Hazari* 
bagh, Cuttack, False Point, Qopalpur, Coconada, Vizaga- 
patam, l^fadras, Pondicherry, Negapatam, Trevandrom, 
Qjlicniy Utaramond, Oj>nnpnr, Coylou, CaJeutifv And JJepaJ— 
briefly throughout Ceylon aod the Madras and Bengal presi- 
dencies. The shook turned tho top of a chimney on Chatham 
Island half ronnd, Tho Calabrian earthquakes mentioned by 
LyeU produced a similar effect on two obelisks in Stefano del 
Baseo. At tho time tho earthquake (of December, 1881) 
J occurred a tremendous eruption of the Mayon Volcano 
(Manilla) was,in progress. 
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Likg yoarsolf I was nnablo io niKlorsiand wliat the 
Allahabad paper meant -whon it auggestod that Calcntta had 
been practically ** immAio ” against earthqoakea Wo* in 
Bengal are connected by tbo central at Itamru> Oheduba, and 
Barren Island, and by tha extinct Tolcanooi of Narcoudams 
(seventy five miles N N E of Barren Island), and of 
Pnppa (about thirty miles B S B of Pagan, on tho 
Irraidy) with the grandoit focus of volcanic activity 
on tho earth Lyoll has a map of active volcanoes of 
tho Indian archipelago and the adjoining pait of tho 
Pacific Ocean Ghednba and Ramrn, on the Aracan coast, 
are bis starting points But we may extemd its volcanic area 
further north , the hot springs of Chittagong and Monghyr 
nre phenomena association with tho dying out of volcanic torces 
in tho areas where they are situated Along the Aracan coast 
flioro aie namerotts mud volcanoes, aDother of tho recognized 
indicia of waning activity, Gluitagoug has repeatedly boon 
visited by earthquakes, notably lu 1762 and IS'lS Tho next 
point in Lyell’s map is Barren Islands, in the Andaman Group 
Tho lino of volcanic action thence trends away to the S E ^ 
passes through Sumatra, to which it gives at least four vol* 
canoes , thence on through Java (with a whole range of them, 
m fine form as witness Krakatva ') and tho Moluccas Tho 
belt of volcanic action then tarns on itself at right angles, 
andrnnmng north, passes away through tho Philippines, to 
Formosa, Japan, and tho Alentian Islands Judd says thero 
are ten active volcanoes m the Kuriles , tn cnty>five m Japan, 
(inclndiDg Fusyana, the volcano with whoso gracofnl out- 
lines Japanese art has made as all so familiar), and in the 
islands lying south of it, and not less than fifty the islands 
lying to the bt B of the Asiatic Continent 

Those wfio regara' tfic far oiT volcanoes in America, along 
with Heclca, Etna, Stroxnboli, and Vesuvius as tho only re- 
maining indications of volcanic activity on this planet, would 
do well to study materials available much nearer to ne m 
Calcutta Calcutta stands on alluvial deposits which seperato 
tho present land surface on winch we live and move, and, have 
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oar being, from tlio incicnt eea slicro winch is now bnrrie3 
at a depth o£ only about 4SO feet. lu those deposits aro the 
rdmaws o£ at least two forest covoicd areas iho wood in which 
has been idoutificd as that of the Sandn tree from which iho 
present Sandorbnns lake their nsmo Wo, thertforo, utaad on 
an area of subsidence There is a naiivo story that tlio word 
Dacca is derived from dhanha, covered np , and if this bo trno 
it may be that a town which existed at some timo in tho 
past in Dastern Dongol, on or near the sito of tho modern 
Dacca, was submerged by a convulsion of ^ataro, which may 
have been partially, if not solely, seismic in character 
brom tho native point of view it was covered ^'<itx—dhanka 
Damca, Cheduba and Uarren Island are wi(hm a radios 
of eight hsudzed miles from Government jElos*o The scat of 
tho eaithqnuko which tcrriQcd ns all on Saturday appears to 
be away to tho ^ D. or D of Calcutta , and if I might ven* 
tare to suggest it, I would recommend the collection of coiroct 
data as to tUo time, duration, direction, and effects of tho 
earthquake of the lith instant Uselnl service may thus bo 
xtndeccd to a branch of scienco which is stiH m its infancy 
•W.J SIMJiOWS 

Calcutta, Jnno 18 

to THE EDITOB OF TUE “ ENGLIsnil/kX ” 

Sir, — W ill you permit mo to ivxito and endorse tho re- 
marks made over tho fligoatnco *' Disgusted' mjour issue Of 
yesterday Disgracefai is not too strong a word to apply to 
departments that fail to restore eomzaasicahozi over a break 
of nob more than hlty miles within Gvo days Could not tho 
mails have been pushed on over the breaks by runners ? In 
other parts of the world the mails aro carried throngh fire, 
snow, or anythiDC else Tho anxiety of parents as to their 
children in Oarpling bus been sickening, and tho Postal and 
lolegraph Departments, with all their extensive staff, have 
been helpless to allay out anxiety. It is truly most disgust- 
ing 


A PARENT. 
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A CONrRARY VICW OF THE DISASTER 

TO IDE EDITOR OF THB “ ENOLISIIMAK ” 

SiE,— Ifc Will possibly interest tlio readers of the ovef 
drawn and highly-colonied accounts of the recent oartliquake 
at Calcutta, to know the result of somo inspection work by a 
professional engineer with, whom I bad tbo pleasnre of a con- 
versation yesterday — 

Twoi ty eight honsoa oxamined and reported on average 
damage about two per coni of value, none in dangerous 
condition 

These were not selected specimens bnt taken seriaitm, 
I think therefore that this gives a fairly aconrato rate of lo^s 
on the bonses aaQcieutly injured to call for professional 
inspection, and when about 2 per cent ad valorem is spent on 
them, they will be qmte as good as ever they were 

In the other houses (which form the great majority) too 
filightly injured to call for professional aid— only wanting a 
little plastering or a few terrace railings, etc , the loss is much 
lower, and very small indeed 

So mneh for tho buildings With regard to tho loss of 
life I bsUevo it is about three in a population of neatly one 
tnillion 

Fissures or openings ml , subsidences ml 

When 1 think of the earthquake at Kashmir, where the 
death rate went well into four figures, and where wo got 
so used to the hontly and half hourly shocks and rumblings 
like artillery engagements that we quite missed them when 
they stopped after several weeks, I cannot help thinking that 
tho Calcutta earthquake has been overdone 
Where, by the way, are tho bouselesa Europeans and Eur- 
asians who ato supposed to be prowling about the klaidan and 
clinging to the Monument for shelter ? No one appears to 
Lave seen any 

SAFE AS HOUSES 

TO THE EDlTOB OT THE “ E^OElS^l^AH ” 

Sitt,— How is it that onr paternal Government has no seis- 
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inogrnplnc oljset^atorics iq various parts of Intlia ? Seisinio 
wiinings'Tvo^Jd'^o better (and might bo rondorod more accur- 
&te^) t6ati jute crop forecasts 

SHASHED 


STATE OP ST PAITL'S CATHEDRAL 

TO THE EDITOB OF THE “ EXOLISHMAX *' 

Sxr, — T trust you will permit my drawing tlio aitontion 
of tho public to a notice signed by me in your advertisement 
colnmn of to morrow’s issue 

The Cathedral vestry met this mormog and consulted 
with a representative of Messrs Mackintosh, Burn and Co 
In consequence of the daogerouc condition of a portion of tho 
spit© it was decided at tho meeting to advise mo to issuo tho 
notice referred to It n as not considered dangerous to hold 
the 7 o’clock service on Sunday next, and also tho daily 
fiemcoR provided that the organ was not played and fho con> 
grogatiou requested to sit at tho east end of tho Cathedral 

Every effort, I may add, is being made to romovo as quick* 
ly as possible tho dangerous portion of the spire As soon as 
the spire IS pronounced to bo in a safe condition we bopo to 
hold our thanksgiving service 

ARTHUR Q LUCKMAU, Cathedral Chaplain 

ON THE ASSAM RAILWAY 

BANKS SUhK AND RAILS IN FESTOONS 
Pavt of the Line Closed till Next Tbae 

TO THE EOITOB OF THE *' EXOLTSHHAN 

Sir — ^T ou will doubtless be flooded with letters on the 
subject of the recent terrible earthquake bub it appears to me 
that some account of the destructiou wrought on this railway 
will bo of interoit to wonld bo passengers and merchanfe who 
employ tho line for despatch of goods Prom the accounts I 
Lava read in the E igUskman I tfaiBk I am not exceeding tho 
mark when I say that noivhoro docs the shock appear to havo 
bean more severe than along this rail vay from near Shaista 
ganj to SiLbar 
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The lino from Chittagong to Comilla, and from Lah^ara 

fo Chandpar was not injared in any way though the forcool 
earthquake appears to have been groat at all the places 
named From Comilla to A.khaura tho damage to the line is 
not suCcieotly serious to in any way interfere with trafBc, 
though soronl bridge?, notably tbe Geomtee, have been 
forced an inah or two off tho centre line At Akbanra all 
the pucca staff quarters have either fallen down or are so 
badly cracked that tho walls will have to be dismaRiled 

Traffic continues in tho osnal way as far north as this 
From Akhaura to Itakhola, tho line is much daraagod In 
some cases banks have been swallowed up, hnb tho line has 
not boon distorted, and tho porraanent'way hangs in festoons 
over the gaps Several bridges bare been seriously damaged, 
and some destroyol This portion, bowover, has aready been 
made passable fo- a ballast tram 

The condition of the next portion of the hoe, namely* 
from Itakhola to Garagaoo, aimply beggars descnplion 
The line may be regarded as totally wrecked, though canons- 
ly there arc strotchej hero aod there sometimes o! a mile or so 
ashich stand unharmed Generally speaking, howorer, the 
bank has cillior disappeared or is rent by hngo Gisurei , in 
some cases tho bank has been thrust several feet off tho 
centre lino, caTTjing bridges with it, needless to say, wrcckin" 
(hem completely The permaoeut-way is broken in some 
places, and in oihora bent in every possible shape This is 
specially tho case near Shaistaganj which appears to have 
received the very worst shock 

Tho bnJgo over Khowai nvor (near Shaislaganj) will have 
to l»o partially rebuilt , the north abutment bns sunk sovoral 
fitl bodily, and tho pior next io it has topploJ over tho forty- 
.W /nan pemreneni way, wfneh itsaTf 

forms n graceftil fostoon over tho water of tho river Tho 
ha Ik iramolmlojy Iwhinl tho north ahitment has di*appearcl 
AlDiragaoii station half of tho yard has disappeared, and 
U.olriwks hove haonforccl apart from each other to nearly 

double the rugulalioa dutaoco 
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B-j/ond tbw I Jiaro Dot poraooalJf ciamjoed, tat I ant 
glrOQ to undgrstand that tba damige, ttIiiIo icrioas^ is cot sa 
orerwlielming from llicro, buIb 166 to Halaara, mile 204 
(mileage from Chittagong) Fiom Kalanra to I ata (milo £20) 
I am laformod oo reliable authority that the state of the Imo 
IS iTorso than at Shaistaganj^ that Iho banka are all do«troycd 
pcrmane^t'Tvay ibrown in all directions, and the bridges 
all wrecked* From Lata to Dadarpor the damage m not vary 
seriQoa On the Silch'ir Craocfa (from nadnrpnr to Silobar) 
which it WAS hoped would, m the coarse of a few iDODths, be 
opened to trafHc, practically all ibo large bridges have either 
fallen Qr will have to be dismanllad, and this opening is» 
therefore, indefinitely delajod. I may add that the pheno- 
menon of sand nud water fountains up ton height of six 
feet was observed in several places I havo seen some of tbo 
sand so exuded, and found it saporsatorated with water and. 
of the nature of a quicksand 

lu conclusio n , I regret to add that, owing to the conntry 
being practically under water, the abionco of labour and to 
the fact that aevonl lakhs of bricks will havo to be hnrnedl 
next working season, thero ta littlo likelihood of reop^eamg 
the line to traffic north of Akhanra till well into next year 

Every pucoa railway building botwoon A-khaura and 
Eadarpur is destroyed. 

Please make any use you like of thi* letter, publishing 
whole, or lo part, or a prbcu of it if you think fit 

E. A S BCLL, 

Assistant Agent and Chief Hbginoer, Assami-^Bengal Rad- 

way 

CIuttagQCg, Jnno 1.7. 


EARTHQUAKE CALCULATIONS 

TO TUB EUirOU OP THE ** EVaLISHlIAV " 

Sis,— T am not an earthquake export, and, in fact, Xnowv 
nothing of the subject, but I accidentally had the opportuni- 
ty /)f obtniniDg certain figures in connection with the 
movement of the earth in the great quake of Saturday, Jun^ 
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IClIi, «««! t! at llfjniifctl l>o >nlerfjlinf* <o icicc- 

tuti. I fe'jro lh*m for wlial ty %io worlli • 

At Iho tuna oC llie ririli<joa1to I wa» 
ilofojcl liouio in ThtMro Hoil, anl wa» n»l£«n? n»o of a 
room a* a on llio top Poor Tbo Tootn roolainod lisa 

jHanl wriltn^ tallo upon ninoli w»» a i<]aare tlau tnVpol, in 
wjiioli wn» a conn loraMo amount of Inlr \\ hrn r’lltcr* t a<l 
f^utotol down a^iof Ito lOtttn c dittarbanco f went op to the 
loom to 100 tlia damafjp, ami in gUncing oxcr tho irnting 
ta\ilo> my eyo foil on tlio inlpot, ami I noticed that tho ml. 
] a I teen iliaVeu lO ai to rracb tho lop pn onp •^de Iho Treit 
luoliQod to oocith. nliite pn the othernde, the wet 
innrl. nai only nboat halt way np to ilio top U at 
onto occarrod tp rno that tntli tht« fnfomution it might bo 
poiiih'o to arrtro at lome tciontiGo rt>taU*, and a«eertaia (ho 
anglo of the rolU and in (In* riow 1 teitod Iho i&L to aeo if 
anything bad fitloa into tho pot, bat fonnd it quite plcar Z 
Iben tooV th« {ol)o^fiRg me|iturccicnU T^ilb & compasi ^ad 
rnto — 

Hoightof inicpot .. ... Q S' mebo^ 

Length and Rrevllh of inhpol . . . . S CSh „ 

Height of ink receplapto .. . 11375 „ 

Diameter of ink receptacle .. 1 225 „ 

Loro] of ink from top . . , , *2'’i 

IToight o! inkpot from ]oto 1 of earth . ='tS feit 

^oigbt of rogf from tarth .. =50 ,, 

Then by filling tho inkpot aoa* to tnnka tho ink follow 
the cpnriu marked 01 wet the follow mg measnremonts p’ero 
pbtaiucd — 

Doll to Weal (by Bontli) 

Highest loTol of ink— rittih with top 


Lowest leeal of \nk from lop . , 

Highest corner pf bottem pf mkrot from Jerol of 
table 


Doll to Bast (by north) 
Ilighoat level of mk from lop . 

I owest lorel of mk from top 
P«„beet corner «£ bottom of inkpot from 
lo?ol of tabl§ 


5= SO inch 

1 125 inchei* 

125 inch 
315 „ 


75 
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• this data tho matUomattcal calculations give (lib * 

Jtlllowmg vesulta : — 

1 ^ng(o of roll of wall to west (by soufcli) ^ £3°57' 44* 

2. Roll to west, distance of inkpot (dS feet 

from ground) from perpoudioular . . 15 7S feet 

3 Angle of roll of wall to ea'«fc (by uoitb) ... = 9^27' 44 

4. Kdll to c«<t, dl-ft'WCo of inkpot (38 feet 

from ground) from perpondtcalar ... =: 6 27 feet 

6 Aggregating roll from oast to ive»t of inkpot 

(l)8 feet fiom ground) ... = 22 05 feet 

6. 3Iean angle in tbe two fOlli ... = 16*42' 

V. Mean of distance froni perpendicular ... =^1102" feet 
8. Roll to west, distsuco of root (5C feet 

from gronud) from perpendicular ... = 20 76 feet 

9 Boll to east, distance of root (50 feet 

from grouud) from porpeodicular ... = S 25 feet 

10 JlemoftHO ... = 14 5 feet 

11. Aggregate of fOll of root from east to wbstsss 20 01 feet 

At first Biglit tliesU figuies appear almost incredible, but 
they aco probably approximately accurate It must bo ro^ 
mombored that Ibe figures givCa are maztoium figures and 
possibly represent only a etoglo roll, sod it mu<t also be borne 
iu mmd Ibat tho earth moved with the bbuso, and that the 
spectator OQ the ground also meted with theeaith. The 
actual roll would, thc’-erore, appcor td bo fur less than is 
really was Tiidn, again, tho moTemouts Were, of eburse, 
escoedtugly rapid, and in a welt built housei otpecially 
if " iroU'tiOd ” the cUauces of fulling to pidees or remaining 
whole with a steady swing of the earth and fdand-itionS 
would probably be to fstoor of the boasO remUi'utrg sloio'it 
hnioached even at a greater angle than 23^ Of the sCwntiSc 
conditions Of the atmosphere with a change in tho level of 
the earth I know nothing, and therefore Offer 00 sugges* 

There is one circumstantO I should, howovef-, pOint oaf 
The swing from side to side la the earthquake of Jehs 12th 
lasted about throe minutes, I d coutmaation of the two minutes 
of “dhake ” LereJ wdter, uhea swiogittg from side to side, ob- 

Tiously rues to a higher point du each side by tbe action of 

tho swing than if it had been given a single svring only. On 
lias hnalogy it 13 clearly possible that IhoiDkin tho inkpoj 
may luvo reached a higher point on both sidm m ctfosoquouc/ 
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trTltstWingioB liian U \roalii had done hare the honife onTy 
had ft single swing, the mftximum. oti0, bat against Ibu thcte 
Is the fact that the sides of the inkpot were slightly corroded 
with ink and it w probable that the ordinary normal effecl* 
of the swing were to a great eitent, if not enl rclj 
ronnleracted 

The facts nnd Egnres are, howerer, given for wl at tlioy 
&re worth, and anyone is, of course, at liberty ta. make any 
Rllowancefl ho pleases lor the swing I mar, perhaps, mention 
that the house in vrbicb the laeasnr&ments wcte taken suffer-' 
ed severely The wo«l wall has se| arated from the roof, and is 
1 early two inches ont of the perpendtcnlar, and all ahoro the 
ground floor Will probably Lftvo to come down and be entirely 
rebnilt 

As regards the length of time tl e e&rlhqnako lasted it 
appear# Ibat a trustworthy Bombay tenant Jiappened ttf 
lave his watch ont at the time the qoake commenced au3 
noted the iime Wheo the fftst swing was erer i e purpo efy 
igaiis looked atlas w<itch and found the period to have 
been almost exactly Are miuates. 

As regards the cause of the earthquake it occurred to 
me that Hr Liolard, the well known & stronomer, might 
have something to say on thesulject 1 accordn gly callfd 
on him, and I now givebts opinion in as neatly as jO, iblff 
his own words 

Astroi omors have fecogrizcd that fbe planet Venns u 
the chief agent in the porturbalion of the earlh in her orbit- 
al motion, palling ibe ear h m fact bodily out of her orbit 
llhether tins is done lay magoetie or other oetjon is of nO 
cPiitcqaoico hut the fact should be noted 

“ Parti er, the obversations carried out at the Kew 
Ohservatory on the chemistry oHight to ascertain Tana 
Ivou 1 avo sliowfi that the maximum amonn t of chomical ac 
tion occurs at noon, that is, when toe suu is it the upper 
xasridiftiial pomt 
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It tlidio ft-fl fads and if Venus has stj mnidi httratftierf 
liosTOr ns to disturb the earth from her orbit, it sooml 

•quite reaienablo to suppose that she would, it sho remwied 

Ion" in our mondiae, be certain to cause Bouio distnrbanea iB 
the°earth, saj, m polaritj or ma^-artiC or electrical con- 

dition? , . , . 

-Asoinaltsr of ta-l, Vanns has for the last three 
mouth, been nScotins the eastern parts of India We irill 
Pr.t ntnrn to the moment of the last vernal oqninoi because 
it repre.onti the time when the earth eaoh joar resumes iti 
hie action • when, in other words, nia,»nofie or electrical 

action within the earth’s crust comes into play giving vego- 

tnlioo a fresh start cacti year By casting n diagram of 
the meridian of the eastern part, of India at the vernal cqni- 
lies on alth II iron la.t at J 3 l u , wo Bnd 3d degrees geoccn- 
Irio lon"itnde in the meridian of Catcnlla, with Venus within 
the moridiaoal arc (in tact, a little east of the ahselnte men- 
dianal point of Calcutta ) 

‘•Tlint in itself would bn of small conseqnonoo, hut unfor- 
tunately Vones did not, as she should havn done, move nway 

from that nro for the nejt throe mouths I From 20th hlarcli 
to 7lli AP'd "h” alvaucod some , then she hoeamo 

stationary and retrograded wilhie the arc 10n2o' np to 21.6 
I'aj , then she advajeed again, and was on the 12th of dime 
(the date of tl e eartliqaale) within 20 of tho very point slio 
bad occupied in oar meridian at the vernal 

"She marched thus forwnrds and backwards and forward 
awain, dn-ing the three months m whnt was tho vernal men- 
dlaial arc of tho eartarn parts of fndia , and these parts in 
con.eqnenco became subject to her disturbing inanonco 
once every day daring that lime ns tho earth rotated on 
her Bill The result was inovilahlo sooner or Inter, nod it 
became qnilo ovidoot that complicntions might ho ospected as 
Veens in her forward movement returned on 12lh Juno to 
Within tsvo degrees of the esact point she had occupied at tho 
vernal, and tho area of the earth's ernst which had the arc 
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lor lis morididn nt ilid Votnal was considerallj disinrte^ X 
Canoas coiocideoce is foQlid in llie fact that tho matcli ol 
VoDtis during thoce three raenths bacLnaids and forwards' 
bovered an a^c of IG^ and timt the area of tho earthqaake ahd 
extended OTer IGS, and was limited to tho very parts 
(ouatern) of India which had Yenna in the iliecidian at thd 
trerual ” 

how thero are some who think that Mr Lioiard occa* 
Bionallj troahlod with eeismic distarbancos lu his brain/ and 
Otbora who consider him tt> be an infallible prophet, bat wd 
mast romember that he la a propouuder of a science about 
which tho majority of ns know nothing, a scieuce still 
in its infarcy, hut ro^ardmg whicll every ono recog- 
nizes that there is something in it, and there are probao* 
ly fow who deny that aotne connection eXtats between thd 
wenther of the earth and the planets It is a little rongli on 
India that that wicked jwdo Venns thoold go out of her nmol 
coarse in order to lave a flirtation with tho earth} but if Mr* 
Liotard'a atatementa are facta and Diern is every reason to 
belicio that they arc, it elands to reason that the erratic course 
of the Qaooa of Btauty, aud tho dragging tho earth ont o£ 
her orbit roust necossartly have earned eorao disturbance in 
the air Those disturbances, as nsuol, woro presumably electric- 
al, and Mio earth would ncoessOnly be tho sufferer in eorao way, 
Mr Liotard’a argunlonts are, to say the least of it, extremely 
plausible, and, it seems to rao. not very for frtfm tho mark 

1 may, perhaps, mention tlat Mr Liolard informs mtf 
that ho was fo impressed with the idea that o frightful con- 

Tuhion was to bo expected from tho erratic Coarse of Voims, 
and thinhing that tho house ho lived la WM not sufficiently 
itrong to stand it, he touted n flat in a now well bnilt house, 

and had intended to move into It on Monday, Juno It Uo 
fixed this dale ss ho calculated the earthqnako would take 
place OQ the IMh. the data on which Venus would ocenpy 

th* exact point that ilie had baoa in on the 20tli of ilarch 
' T«n»1, Th« oirll.,a.ko, 
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li{m,&od camo oil ^lionVenQS \Tas still 29 irom Ibo dangerotis 
and Uo nsos caught in liU old hoaso winch was wreckedi 
bat ho was able to movo ioto lits now ono at once. On tbo 
IStb o( Jane, tbo date in 'which Vonns occupied tbo point 
o! danger, a BSiall ojclond appears to have tabon placo in 
the Baj. 

I next ashed Mr.Liotard abont tbo {ntnre, and it any far- 
thor earthquakes were to bo expected. His reply was cautious, 
ps ho explained that the conditions were becoming exceeding* 
ly complicated. It appears that on Jnne 30 Venns will again 
be wiibin tbo meiidian of the earth, and very nearly the spot 
pn which ehe wqs on June 12, bat by that time two planets 
Jupiter and Kars will, or should have entered the arc ; both 
these planets are positive, while Venus is negntire, audit 
seems to be a questiau whether Ifaoir inSuencs will counteract 
the flWI.desigos of Venus. It seems probable that they will, 
and that Veaus will coaSoe her filrtiog aitentions to the two 
gentlemen named, in which case it is probable that there may 
he a considerable break la ibo rains in July. 

One word more. W** know tbpt a large anniher of 
bouses are badly injured, and ibat builders are basy 
carrying out repairs. It is quite possible that many of those 
injured are practically safe, or can be made bo with com., 
paratively small repairs, but it is also possible and probable 
that many which are in reality quite unsafe will bo patched 
up by squirting portland cemout, or country plaster into the 
gaping cracks, and covering tho whole with a coal of 
plaster and whitewash, and when this is done the house will 
be declared to ho fit for habitation. Would it not iio 
possible for tbo local Government to quickly pass a short 
Act making it obligatory for ovpry bouse iu Calcutta and the 
suburbs to be inspected by a qualified Government inspector 
before the outside plaster and whitewash are put on p 

And yet another word. If anyone wishes to reply to 
this letter, Z trust that he or she will not expect a further 
ffp)S me as I am Icarin^ India in a few dpys, If anyone 
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does reply I sappeso it will be ono of Ibe leo^rr »ex m 
defence of thi^k wicLed flirt Veuns ' If tliia proves to bo fbo 
case, I will give in at once , and in anticipation wilt say 
that Venus bad nothing to do with the earthqnako 

TRED* ATKINSON. 

Calcutta, Judo 19. 

QUAKED” INTO THE STREETS 

TO THE EDITOR OP TUB “ EVOLIBUltAN ' 

SlUj I think my exoenence M as well worth telling as 

that of many to whom the earltiqunke, in retrospect, is 
nothing more than an exciting experience I was at work 
when the shock came, and it was late before I got 
borne to find ray family— a wife and six yonng cliil 3 
dren— sitting outside in the compound, only partially 
dressed I Will not trouble you with the r exponenceSt. 
they were rather too exciting But the fact was that tho 
Lnnso wat ]ust hanging together, and to return to it seemed 
impossible I came to think differently a'ter a fow days 
Several hours that mght were spent in driving about town in 
a gari in search of a houso I searched every whero, bat none 
could I fiud at a possible rent While oat 1 came across at 
every turn, families whose cry was “ onr 1 ouso is gone and 
none to be had anywhere*’ Well, about ten o clock that 
night a friend was good enough to place at my dispo al a 
corner of his house This at lea«t was shel^r for my wifo 
and two infaots, and tho other children wore distributed with 
other friends As for roysoU I had to parade the streets of 
Calcutta till threo am, when from sheer oxl austion I cropt 
back to my bouse, aud at the risk of my nock got out a 
lounge cbair ou which I passed the rest of the mglit lu tho 
open air Tins performance I repeated for tl rco tnccc3«ivo 
nights, going to work during the day as if nothing happonocl. 

^ I dare say my employer thought I had escaped all dami^o 
’ *• was ba«y, and a good dml concerned about some cracks 
wo houso Meanwhile my liouso got some patching at 
■> of tho landlord I brought back my family, andi 
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nl lio p«.cnt raomont we ere forced lo eat. drink and sleep .11 

oar .mall sitting room, oor bed and dimng room being qiiilo 

onfil' tor use WretclieJ as onr present position is, .t Is far 
truer tban that ot many familieK who to my personal know- 
leag« are still Imng in a ditided state, unable to return to 
lliBir liounes orlo get a nuitable bouse for thomsolros I 
heard with delight oEtheolter of the Custom House sheds, 
Bod like others, I went to see them, but was di appointed to 
6nd that as they stand, they are quite uusuited for the re- 
ception of women and children Do not let it be supposed 
that I had any extravagant ideas But some arrauge- 
ments are necessary for common decency, to say nothing of 
comfort, and to make a corner of a shed habitable for a fam- 
ily would entail an outlay of at least Ks 5C — on a place, too, 
that wQ would have to shift from in a month or so 1 fear, 
therefore, that as far as families are coucerued (bo offer o£ 
the sheds is a failure A lot of men might settle down there, 
or shako down at little expense but for families it is hope- 
lo s 

SOOTERK-IN'S LANE 


HOMELESS, NOT HOUSELESS 

TO THE vDiioa or the "ENOnsnaAV ” 

Sib, — The Ecarcitj of house accommodation in Calcutta 
contiuues to prove a matter of very great anxitty to a large 
stution of the middle class of Europeans and Eurasians, who, 
like myself, have suffered and are still suffonug, through the 
shock of Saturday, the litb instant As you know many of 
Uu. rich people of the town have had to abandon their shat 
Uted houses But the j oorcr peoj le whose houses aio m 
the same phght, cannot afford to move Anyone who 
droioiiitolUoMiittat .eduiuot tb= tow,, otlor tlio .liock 
wooUUvo.cen, 0.1 oil .ides, troup,o! women and eluldrmi 
..tlint ouli.de Ihe.r Imajes. wbdg Ibo men on toot or in ti.cn 
, tntl, were I, noting all o, or Calontla tot place, ot .belter 
ila,.} ot them moved into empty honse,, many went lo llwll 

Iriendt ivbdS Ibo olLoi. wrete forecd lo return to ibeir riilif 
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■walls, <Lc , of tta Oliarcli and CoaToat are badly cracLed, and 
as fclie repairs to tbe same wtH mrolro au oatlay of at least 
Bs 10,000, 1 beg yon will Uodijr permit tbis appeal a small 
space, feeling confident that the public contribite 
their mite towards meeting the expenses I need hardly 
add the blessing that will attend yon and the 
public in helping me in so noble a cause TJpforlnnately 
lliare are no funds at my disposal to nndertate the te* 
pairs, and my only alternative la to make this appeal through 
yon with a vieir to its restoration I will bo grateful for 
any aubscriptions that may bo sent to me direct *1 hey will 
be dnly acknowledged 

P M DESILVA, 
Prior of Bandal 

Ilnghli, Jnne 18 


DARJILING COitPLCTELY CUT OFF. 

TO TOE COITOB Of TOE “ ESOllSnUAir ” 

Sir,— I have jast heard from my wife from Darjiling, 
dated Thursday night * Still uo nows of yon I am fonr« 
fully anxious " And yet I telegraphed to her on Saturday, 
just after the oarthqnako, and again on Tuesday or Wednes- 
doy , and I have written every day withoat fail | Certainly 
the telegrams wore deferred, bnt otill ono would have thonght 
they might havo roaohod Ihoir destination within a day or 
two 

Wo hero in Dinajpnr havo fared as badly as onr 
jicighbonrs My homo is partly in rams and I iavo bad to 
take to tho Circa t IIOQso The Collector is boldly hanging 
on m his lionse, two or throo rooms of which aro said to bo 
babilablo 

Bat Ins kitchen camo down with a run burying nil his 
cooking pot*, BO that only one could bo found, and ho, poor 
man, wm wandering about Iho station seeking what ho 
coaid doTonr Tho District bnperintoDdeot's ho-iso look* as 
ifithal been shollod by the Turk* If© « intents Tbo 
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Doctor tlio same The Judge a cntcliorrv has heen very badly 
damaged, and is not really safe to work in 

The natives have suffered ternbly Nearl? every hon*o 
IS damaged or destroyed The Maharaja’s Rajbarj is a heap 
of ruins But la spite of this and T think it says a great 
deal for their plnck end loyalty they have pulled themsBlvos 
together and have aU united to celebrate the Diamond 
Jubilee of Iler Ifost Gracious Majesty Yesterday the pnoi 
(over 4 OOO in number, it is said) were fed, and tbe Mr! araja 
iras going among them and attending to their wants, j ist as 
if nothing whatever bad happened to him This is true grit 
It 18 a most unfortunate thing that tins ternhlo earth 
quake shoild bare come to roar the Tubiloo festivities but if 
ite effect be to draw us all natives and Europeans, more 
closely together, it will have done some good atleast 

K R POPE 

Dmajpur, N B S Ry , June 20 


NEAR BARRACKPUR 

TO THE TDITOR OT THE “ ESCLlSTTiTAV " 

Sir —When the earthquake began I was sitting on an 
iron bench on a ghat at my garden in Barrackpur Trunk 
Road The bench seemed to bo moved by some body I 
heard a rumbling of the ground, aod thought that the gun 
powder wagon was passing along lha Barrackpur Trunk 
Road My houso swayed about seven inches The floor of 
the gari verandah collapsed and some of the walls cracked, 
but no one was injured The mango trees rustled together vio 
lenlly The direction of the vibration was from south west 
to north cast There was a pond before me and water began 
to roll to the brim The current flowed in the above dtrcc 
tion , many fish leaped up There are several damaged 
houses hotwcon Barrackpur Trank Road, Cornwallis Stroet, 
Pikopara Baranagore, Boohngh and Mirzapur Street 
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ANOTHER ACCOUNT FROM SHILLOl^'ff 

[from a corbespohdent j 

Sbillong, Jano 1C 

Tbe earbbqTinlca lasted abnat tliirty eeco^^da Every 
pncca house m the place was levelled to the ground, all col- 
lasping like packs of cards, and thetr corrugated roofs were' 
lying flat upon the ground ^ 

Fortunately nearly everyone was out of doors, or hardly 
a soul would have been left to tell the tale Some of the es- 
capes were simply miraculous 

I and my wife had driven out to Upper Shillong and 
heard a roar like artillery coming from the south Instantly 
we were thrown down and saw two bungalows near us col 
lapsed After ascertaining that no ono could he alive in the 
rums, we started to drive hack hut found the road blocked 
■with trees By removing them we managed to proceed driv- 
ing for about two miles, and then found tLo road almost 
earned away 

We pot out and walked on N'*oring Shillong we ot 
pccted to find the bridge earned away but fortunately it was 
Btanding though shortly atlernards it was earned away by 
the floods. 

We hero met my daughter on her bicycle, who had cornu 
to meet us, and told ns the others of our family were safe 

Everyone now asserohlod on the cricket ground and took 
relnge from the ram lu Iho wooden cricket shod that had 
remained standing 

We passed the night in a terrible state, every moment 
rushing out as each fresh shod occurred eipeoting the shed 
to come down Two or three tents were put up by the 
Qhurkas above Moore, aud some of u« took refuge in them 
until the moraing Sciao stoves vrers prodacod /rom a rained 
house nod wo lit a firo and cooked some food The ram 
poured down all Sunday and the stream alongside was a 
raging torrent When tho car'hquako o'^curred my little girl 
was on her pony and had o&Iy just crossed tho bund at tho 
end of the lake Vi hen tho whole baud disaipcarcd and the 
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laVo tuslied 3own (he hill u one mass One man Tvho was 
S^hing reached the bank with the greatest difficulty It was 
not until Monday moinmg that people began to move about 
and Visit their homos to find nothing but ruins 

Some have procured tents and the Gurkhas have erected 
huts in somo compounds, hut wo have all to sleep on tbo 
g-onnd or on mabtrasoag fished oat from tbo rnins 

Constant shocks have been experienced over since 
Saturday, but they are becoming less severe and at longer 
intervals 

The native bazar is m rums and it is believed that there 
18 only sufficient nee for a few days' supplies and tents aro 
urgently required 

Dr Campbell has been untiring in his efforts and Gene* 
ral Hammond and Mr Corkery have all worked hard Colonel 
Maxwell was also consptcnona aod Captain Cbatterion 1 as 
earned golden opioiona by his efforts, and the Gnrkbas behnv* 
ed splendidly As I wrote on Wednesday, the IGtb, wo shall 
have occasional sbocke, bat overjotio is brightening up and 
things look more cheerfol, ©spec ally as wo have news that 
the telegraph lino is restored to Gauhati, 

Wo havo still no nows from Calcutta and until we know 
the extent of the disaster wo shall bo ID great anxiety —L K* 

EABTHQUAKCS A'TD POST OmcCS 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ** EJJOLISnjIAV.” 

SfP,— Ton already know that the town of Gauliati wag 
dostrovod on the 12th instant by a shock of earthquake Tho 
inliabitants of tho place have lost most of their property, and 
are, moreover, most anxions for news of tlioir frienda and. 
property in other parts of tho country 

The Assam mail which left Calcutta on the I2(h instant 
has not, naturally enough owing to tho break np of iho 
Jattrnpnr lino reached ns , hnt why have tho mails of tho fol- 
lowing days not ronched ns ? 

n»a tlio mail ot llie Illh liotm sont via Gnalimao, -n-o 
sliouW liave received il cn lao 17Ui, lint on tint day no mads 
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arrived On the 18tli al‘o no mail come to band, bnt on l9tK 
the mail from England was delivarod, bnt no mail from 
Calcutta 

We live in hopes that one may cOme in to day, but out 
copfideDCO m the Postal authorities at Calcutta bas received 
almost as severe a thook as our poor town has from 

KAaiHQUAKB 

Gaahati June 20. ^ 

To THE EDTTOa OF THB “ tVOLISHMAV * 

SiB,—iIany sidelights Will appear With tcfereoee to the 
recent earthquake, lights which will thro v a halo over 
some devoted heads 

On Saturday evening last I was passing St Mary’s Houso 
of Chanty m Marqnu Street, and leoing that a portion of the 
honso had fallen, I walked in and after a few miuutos saw 
Dr Oomley, who had ju«t tome down from tho tipper storey. 
It appears that eighty poor people of all ages are provided for 
in the house, and the damage done is severe csougb to rot^niro 
Es 5,000 to eHect the necessary repairs The inmates were all 
tu the compound near the road, and throagh the praiseworthy 
exeitioos of Miss Alice Comley. those who had ueen la the 
rooms which utterly collapsed, wore saved just in time 

The house is very much damaged, and the largo number 
of inmates aro squeezed into three rooms on the ground floor 
One big dinner ou Jubilee Day is very good in its nay, but 
cases like ttio above appeal modi moro strongly to the good 
Mill of the public I bog to oncloio a cheque for Rs 100, and 
I Only appeal to the public to send in ivliat they cau Sup* 
p(/'<e 0^ charitable pi.o{ lu soLil m Its 50 each, or doublo that 
nutuber Us 2x» each The poor will bless them 

T K 

ARE RENQAL EAimiQUAKC INCREASING 
IN SIM RlfY 

TO TUB lOITOK or TLfc ‘ tVOLISItJllJ. " 

Pm — H 1 a, been euggcstej tl at tho shocks nc ] ai e had 
boro lu Colcuita m teceui limi.* 1 avo bhonn a ticadi lciidi.j ty 
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to increase in point of sevontj, each being rather wor*© tlian 
tlie last One cacnot help tbinLing it is so, bat it is jast one' 
of \nose matters in svhich li iS hazardous to be positive or to 
trust solely to memory. At any rale, it justifies one m saying 
that the Gorernmeni Keteorotogical Department should bo 
far better equipped than it is m regard to seismometer, etc It 
there is any part of India in which these convulsions may be 
expectcd^t is Bengal and Assam And if there is any rei^ou 
to suppose that our earthquake shocks have shown a tendency 
to increaie in seventy, the sooner the hleteorological Depart- 
ment 13 put on a sounder fooling the better. 

I read somewhere long ago that m (he more volcanic parts 
of Jajian, an ordinary horseshoe magnet is used to gi\e earth- 
quake warnings They behave that just before “ a real bad’^ 
quake the magnet loses its lifting power,and that the armature 
(or keepetl specially if slightly weighted, then drops ofl^ 
Snowing this, upon reaching home on the 12lh I examined 
both my horseihoo magnets,— h>oo a small one, and (he other 
SIX or seven inches long They had cot lost (heir lifting 
poner ^ at any rate, tUeic a-malnres had not dropped off, and 
as they hang free, in a locked almirah, there was no doubt 
about it 1 must say I was a hltle disappointed for I expedb-- 
ed to find the armatures Led dropped f 

At iho lame time my magnets were not weighted, and H 
do not know how the Japanese hang theirs, bat this, again, is 
a point to which atteulion might be given. Did anyone 
observe if the keeper of a suspended horseshoe magnet drop- 
ped off before or during the last earthquake ? Peraonallv, I 
should ho more d sposed “ to go” 1^ a magnet than b? Venus, 
and her sister planets, thongb if Mr Liotard’s sole reason for 
seeking another house was his forecast, based on planetary 
aspects, then one can only eay there may be something im 
meteorological astrology 

OBSBRVEE. 

' Calcutta, 3 an© 22 
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TIMING A MINOR SHOOK. 

TO THE EDITOR OS’ THE " E'lOLISnUA’^ " ^ 

giB,— 'With refarenco to yonr paragraph m your issue o! 
to day 8 paper that a »bght 'hock ot eatfchcioako took place 
yesterday evening, rro can coirohorato the fact, lor one of onr 
regalators in position of north and aonth ceased working ot 
2i minutes past seven, showing the direction of the earth* 
qaake to be east and west 

COOK AND KELVEY 

Calcatta, Jane 23 


B&NARES EXEMPT FROM EARTHQUAKES 

TO TUB EDtlOR jP TOE “ ENOLISHUAV ” 

Sir, — ^T oar article of the 18th instant is very sogge^tivo, 
and I hope the attention ot scientists will be directed to the 
cause or caases of this pheaomenon I sboald mention hers 
that these several eartliqnakos bare occnrred within the past 
half centnry I believe an account of all the earthquakes that 
have occurred dating the time of the English Government 
maybe found in a paper written by the late lamented Mr T. 
Oldham Director of the Geological Sarvey of Ind a I reco1< 
lect three or four occarronces of the kind taking place be 
tween IStli to 1835, bat id no instance did the shock exceed a 
few seconds They were sharper, and more violent, but of 
very short duration The Barisal guns, about which much Las 
heen written in the Journa s and Proceedings of the Asiatic 
Society, prove that there is some volcaoic action goings on 
below the land or the Bay Bat with the exception cf that 
periodically recurring pheDomenon there is nothing to show 
that the Delta or the Continent of India is subject to earth- 
qnakos You may be aware that the Hindus, especially the 
orthodox classes, have a notion that Benares, the City of 
Bissesawar, the God of Destruction, one of their Trinities, is 
uerot visited by an earthquake The myth has been exploded 
by the recent disaster, bat the fact remains that the city has 
never been damaged by earthquake shocks It is said that 
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l\io l^agara] 'wliicli snpporU the cartli on I 113 licuda nover 
dares to move jt from ono of his hwils to another for fear 
of^hira, the presiding dioty of the city Beuares has been de- 
vastated from time to tune, more by the bands of tho Mlcchas 
than by the freals of natar© From Mamud Gazam down to 
the great Iconocla'<t Anrangzeb and Knlapahar, tho town had 
been destroyed over and over a^aiii, bnt not a pnnnaclo or 
tarrotbas ever been broken by earthquake Sach is tho 
legend 0 ? Bfiaduban, Uathsra and other holy places Iho 
marvellous temple of Goimjeo, all but wrecked by tho 
Muhamedan marauders, /ras neror damaged by oartliquako 
This shows that mother Bbaratbarshi ( India ) has boon 
outraged by the baud of men more titan by tho action of 
nature Ifet tho importance of a scientiQo enquiry, such as 
you suggest, 18 surpassing 

G D BrSACK 

3, Bysack a Lane, June 17 


STOTir or DISASTBR FROM StLUCT 
TO THE EorroB of rue ** twotisnuiv ” 

Sib,— -The enclosure is an extract from a letter, dated 12th 
instant, from a ioa garden manager Jiving m Sylhet I send 
lb to you as on interesting illnstration of the violence ot tho 
shocks oipenenced in some places daring the recent eartt- 
qoake, and I would commend the ottoaticm of tho postal 
authorities to the date I received the letter to day 

The confiding writer says — ’* I would write to— also 
but it is late, and I want this to go away by the early post ” 

S 

“ I think I have now got my nerves back to write a letter 
to you You will have got my Wire r« the eaithquabe For 
nil the 17 years that I have been out hero, I Lave never felt 
anything so awful From a little Bee clock that I found 
among the dtSrts, which had stopped at the time of tho earth- 
quake, the lime was 4 40 P 11 
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" Tlie 'nli6\e t>! oat fino paccft Imngalow i» m rnin», not 
-a wall standing As joa know tlicro aro iron colnram 
lliroogliout oTory 10 toot, soUioroot ilil not como down 
Bat tlio walls in falling down liaro brokflti crory bit of our 

fotniture, at Ica^t viliat can bo seen of it, for moil of it « 
bar cd urnlor bricks I haoponcil to bo haring tea in Iho 
front TOrandah, and lial to hold On to ono of llio iron 
oolamns nntil I saw that I ramt clear for my lifo Tlio 
bnngnlow Bwayel from four to Cro foot, and appeared 
to mo to sway from south to norlli I jumped oft llio 
%erandah and was iramcdtntoly knocked down ni far ni the 
second lorracQ in front of Iho bingalow It was r[ni(D imjKJS* 

sible to keep one’s foci Tho wliolo of tho bnngalow hill was 
on tho swing to soch an extent that tho aelnal ground split 
open 1 be pncca stables aro also in rnin and likowiio tho 
pucca cook hoasQ Tho Uorsoi, f think, aro all right they 
may bo braise 1, hat from what I saw of thorn thoy were all 
tight Tho tea homo is Tory nearly in tho samo state, but 
standing some of the walls are down and others in a rcry 
nnsafo condition Tho iron columns held it np As luck 
would base it, work was finishel early and tho sorting women 
wore just about to learo thoy got out in time Tho maclim 
ery has eicaped nniiijured, but I haro to Cud out to morrow 
if it will work, after 1 hare cleared anay tho debnt 


STOPPAGE OF COMMUNICATIONS 

TO TEX EDITOR OF TEE “ EVOtlSnltiS ” 

Sir, — T am writing this in tho hope it may reach yon in 
the course of the jeir It is now a full week siiue a coj y of 
the Fiishshman has been seen up m this district, and needless 
to say we up in the moEussil aro anxious for nows of the out- 
side world Ilavatho Post Offico author ties all gone to 
Simla and given np work in the plains as-a-bad job ’ Surely 
bv this time something could have been arranged, so that 
i=tim and papers tuold be deIneroJ There can to uo doubt 
that tl e daiaa^.e dona bj the earlhinako I at b en mod .crious 
uolonl, at headiua.lere.butupborc. bungalows, tea bouse., 
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rtll.or.rg mo dowu , Irat I W.U gaonnleo Hint tlio 

uiiisl roaline oE work n»' rnaiimg smoolIiEy ngam niEliln 
twontj four koan « E.J ? a comiQOii or gardoo lea 

pEaalcr has learned lo roly on Iiimself ill! nol a case oE 
lluHm PVO Hukuiii hontsikat mi lariga 

For Iho ln!l llireo daya 1 linve «eiit a apecinl mlmcngor lo 
the Po!t Olfice, and lie liai coma back alvrays nilh his answer. 
* The dik may bo in to morrow or the neat day ” This is 
most sa’liiEaalory Bran Ilia only tclegrni.hio commnnicntion 
open IS Iba Asiam Bengal Bailway lino winch i. a priralo 
company and not Gorernmci t " I snppMO when Hie Bengali 
Babns in cl.nrga are able lo sit down and smoko their hookas 
and chew pan ogam wilhont tear, wo shall liaro onr kllors 


and papers again 


JOHN PREST 


Hmjagoa Kajaldora P. 0 , Jnno 19 


' A BABB’S KBPLBOTIONS 

TO TDE KDtTOa Or Tflt ** ESOLIBDMAN ” 

-I give a sljort extract from an oEcul report ro» 
garduig tlio earthquaVa lO Rangpar >Ybicb may interest yoar 
readers The extract has its ladicrous as well as its soriona 
Bide The Baba’s closing rofloclions ore evidently tho results 
of tho intense excitement of tho moment 

0 A, MARTIN 

Darjiling, Juno 22 * 

Innumerablo building®, specially of more than ono 
storey have boon dismantled, with many human beings crush- 
od underneath The surface of the soil had many wide and 
deep crack®, through which liquid sand poured forth hko so 
many springs of water Many animals, including horses, were 
engulfed wliere these cracks opened wide suddenly heneatli 
their feet while fastened in their stable Similar and other 
horrible scenes quite stunned the people of the town in n 
minuiB or two, and I am at a loss ; to understand why tho 
Creator delights in destroying simaUaneousIy, and in numbers 
Ills own creatures which when they wore seat to the world 
wwre sedn hot to come toguher * 
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nOTJSE AUOniTFOTOUE IN OALODTTA 

TO THE EHITOR Ol* IMG ” ENOtJSJIilAX ” 

giit,_T!io recent cirtJjfjtiaLo ]ilAcel tti witlim a moatur* 
able Jintauco of a gro it c«H ntty, and hnti tlio iliocL. Kiiol o 
Ip« second* longer, or bad it occarto I at nigbt, tUo loss of 
life might Imvo been lU aitrons. Tlio cirtli-j nako of IS'^T is 
Iho «ccoQd within a (leta lo, and it appcnfi tint nil bniklora 
mast now rocogmsa that oarthqtiakns aro a possible factor in 
tUsigning hoases for CaKntta Will yon, thoroforo, porrait 
mo to lender lomo ndvieo to Iiot«e ovtfiiors an t olliors wlio aro 
occapiod jaat now iu osti anting the slops to b) taken to ro[>air 
damngos, and tliQ possible risks arising from cricks ml other 
alarming rosnlts of tho shocks Tlin da nagos doao will 
como under ono or other of tho folio vmg ca^egouos — 

1 The case of walls winch ato anbitanitBlIy ont of 
plumb or which hare bulged Sach walls aro nosafo and 
must bo dumantUd an I robailt, and in rebuilding mncli caro 
mast be takou to boud ihom well into cross wall*, nod at 
least 10 to IS feet of tho cross walls with which they aro 
connected ehoald bo dismantled and rob tilt also 

2 Another vary common caso Is wlicro from bad bai!d> 
log or bad materials or both, tho (tout wall is torn away from 
tho cross walls of tiio mam btildiig loanng dangoronj 
looking crooks at the cornors Although tho front wall may 
not be ont of plumb m alt sni.h casos, I ndriso that it s! onld 
bo taken down, and iQ rebuilding, it should bo well bonded 
into tho cross walls 

3 The third class of casos is most common, namtly, 
wboro cracks have occurred over doorways, and in most ca<C 3 
these ciacks outail rebaitdiDg the archways, an 1 tho wall orer 
the arch vays up to floor or root level In rebaildirg tlio arches 
they should be made semi circular and not segmental, and 
a wood or iron lintel extending well into the ma'onry 
should bo fixed above the doorway to carry the brickwork 
between the ivrcli and tho cho vkat XVbonevec sich cracks 
have occurred tlio walls should be strenglhencd with through 
tho bolts of wiot iron or steel about two inches in diimetir 
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Vfith substantial beads of cast iron at tlie roof, and floor 
levels extending to the ontor walls o( the building. Tbe nso 
of segmental arches over doorways should be prohibited. 

4. The use of heavy cornices and balnstrades should bo 
discouraged, and in my opinion in all houses of more than 
one storey in Calcutta through ties should be iutrodneed 
longitudinally and transversely at ibe roof and floor levels 
whethe; they have aufferod from the past earthquake or not 
as a precautionary measure. 

5. Light porches and hanging verandahs should invari- 
ably be strongly tied to the main bnilding by iron ties. 

6. When superficial repairs are being carried out, and 
cracks which affect the stability of the building are being 
simply plastered over, the case should bo reported to mo for 
such action as may be possible to the Corporation under the 
present Act. 

It would bo impossible with any hope of usefnl result to 
appoint an entirely untrained staff of overseers to inspect for 
coy lo’-ge number of house damaged. AH w< can hope to do 
with the present staff is to deal with houses which are danger- 
ous on thoroughfares, aud for the rest we must trust to tho 
public protecting themselves by making representations to the 
Corporation when such cases will be dealt with as far as pos- 
sible and inquired into. 

A. HUGHES, 

Chief Engineer, Corporation. 

Calcutta, June 27. 


AN EARTH QUAKE REMINISCENCE. 

TV? xu'fi’ cwrrwr of mar ** e’svcnro'iriir, ” 

Siu, — The accompanying, taken from “ Three Tears of a 
Wanderer’s Life," by J. T. Keene, which I was reading yester- 
day, may be of interoit at the present moment. Keane gives 
a personal incident connected with Calcutta that occurred in 
1SS5 — ** A most odd mischance happened to me in Galcntta 
on this visit. Crossing tho Hnghli one day in a small 
djnghy,* I passed closo under Iho stern of a steamo^ 
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THE rAnTHQBAKC OP 173f 

TO tne EDITOR OF TBB “ EKOLISHMAV ” , 

Sir,— When the P and O Company’s S S Onenfnl frOni 
tLondon dropped her anchor off Aden wO wore starlled mtU 
Tviat -nai then tlionght a rather seneationnl tolcgram anuonnc 
leg the dest-nction of xunamorablohonsos tmd many charch 
steeples m Oalcalta, hat passing throagh the unfortunate city 
Tv few days thoreaftor I saw safficiaot to conrtoco me that the 
wire had not exaggerated the situation Ono of yoar con« 
temporaries remarked gravely that Calcatfca was the la t place 
where one would expect to fiud seismic phenomena occurring. 
That Calcutta has suffered from severe earthquakes is well 
known to us who 1 ovo to reside in Bengal, hat it may novel- 
theless be of interest to the general render to have a des- 
•cnption of the appalling cyclono and eartbqnnko which almost 
'desolated Calcutta exactly oao hundred and sixty years ago 
The following extract is from a “ 'lypographical and Hiatori 
cal Sketch of Calcutta," which originally appeared in the 
"Saturda} Journal — 

" Id 1737 occurred the terrible cyclone and entthquako 
which well nigli dovostated Cnicatta, and which is thus sbc> 
oinctly described iQ the GtnlUman's Mas<^zine of 183S o9 In 
the night between the llth and 12lb Octooer, there happened a 
fnrious hurricane at the month of the Ganges, which reached 
sixty leagues up the nvhr There 'was at the same time a 
viiilent earthquake, which threw down a great many houses 
along Iho rivet side lu Galgotra alone, a port belonging to 
the Lnglisli, two hundred houses were throwudown, and the 
high and inagtiificonfc steeple of the Loglish Church sank into 
the ground without breaking Uiscomputtd that twenty thous- 
and ships, barks, sloops, boats, canoes, &c , have been cast away. 
Of I me English ships thou in the Ganges, eight were lost and 
most of the crews drowned Bm-ks of sixty tons were blono 
two leagues up into the land over the tops of high trees of 
four DalcU ships in the river three were lost vilh their men 
aud cargoes ILwty thcu«.aiid lonls are said to 1 a\e { eii 1 ed. 
•XU water rose foity feet higher than usual m tne ranges 
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“^Tlio stcople referred tow tliafcoftbo Old St John’s 
GLjjrcb of 17]C, before mentiosodi and ^bicb was never 
replaced ” 

Porliapsa few more particolars regarding tbw Cbarcli 
may not bo oat of placo boro, so 1 shall quote again 
from my Skelch pf CalcuUa page 27 — “ The first Churob of 
Calcutta^was bad! in 171G , it w sitnatedi to the sonth of the 
Old I ort and west of 'Wnters’ Buildings Tho Freemasons 
clueQ; contribatcd funds towards its oreclion, and it was at 
thoir snggoalion designated St John’s OUarch The Gospel 
Propagation Society prosontod a splendid silver mog and the 
Chrisliau Lnowlodgo Society also aided in tho good work 
It appears to hare boon a fine stmeinre, and had & 
magnificent slocplo The first Cbaplain of it was pro- 
bably tho Bovd Snmnol Broreton, who may bo mootioned 
na tho earliest Cliaplain m Calcntla, as hu nazea occurs in the 
records as far hack as 1709 But, os a Chaplain was not 
always obUcnablo for tho Charch, on occoQnt of deaths, a- 
sum of Us COO was allowed aosnally to a morchant'— a 
Cirilmu of Bomo years' slaodiog— to perform Dxmo Service 
tboro on Sundays ” 

I may hero odd that, to tint distingnishod otficcr, Colonel 
B Baird Smith, of tho Uongal Biigioeors, is due the crodit of 
being tho first to record and nnalyzo tho phonomcna of Indian, 
earthquakes) Vida Jour As 6oc , B XII S58> 1 020, XIII, 9C4, 
XIV GO-i Tho tcmhle oarthquako which occurred in 
Chittagong on llio 2ud April, 17C2, recorded at some length 
by Sit Charles Lyell xn Lis ** Principles of Geology ” was also 
Iclt at Calculta 

Hero, at Lhulna, I am glad tobo nhlo to cay that (ho 
earthquake docs not appear to Lavo dono any appreciable 
damage (o any of tho Goveromont buildings, ole Thu house 
has escaped with only a fow superficial cracks on tho roof, 
and I I car that tho ''Mliott Clock” {which is placed 
on a tower oicr tho Ciiil Courts’ Buildings, and was 
prCiOulcd by ilr J Budd Bauicy to comnjemmorafo tha 
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Iiavo BtoDil t’lO sliocl. of tins Inst carthqntika witlioui n crncl., 
but winch neverlhelQ«a aro simply so much money -wlitoJ 
Bat if tho portion is the teverso, then the sooner the pnhhc 
Icarus tho troth the better 

PUZZLED 

Calcutta, Juno 29 


SITE or SHILLONG 

TO THE EDITOR OF TDE “ ENOLISHMAV ” 
g|t{j —Now that the eoTtliquahe has utterly destroyed 
Shillong, would it not ho as well befoio money is expended 
on rebuilding, to consider the question as to tho beat site for 
the Qluef Civil Station of the Chief Commissionership of 
Assam Sliilloigis a most iniccossiblo place, and conse- 
qaently very expensive for its residents It is a long distance 
of any portion of the As^sm Bengal Railway, and thcie is no 
chance of any other Railway coming to Shillong Surely 
some good site might be chosen either on or near to the A 
and B Railway on the North Cachar hills There are said 
to be places here that wonid be very suitable as to climato 
ond with a small rainf^U Tho advantages to the province 
would bo enormous, enabling the Chief Commissioner to get 
expeditiously from end to eod of liis province and facilitating 
odministration in every way At present the province is with- 
onfc a sanitarium that can be reached without a fatiguing or 
perhaps impossible journey to eomo Goternmeut by this 
course would be gamers by getting a new district opened out, 
and coitaequently the lati ] revenue would be largely increased 
The A B Railway wonld gain also by a large increase of 

tradlc, as planters and others wbo now find it impossible to 

visit Shillong, owing to the long time coiisaraed lu travelling 
backwards oud forward^, wonld Ihon ho able to enjoy a hill 
chniato for a few days freqnently. 


Cachar, June 2o 


A SPICER 


f 321 ) 

A UcaABG memoetal 

to THE EDlToa OP THE “ EHOtlSHlIAN ’* 

StR, — Tho many friends of Mr McCabe in Assam Tvill, t 
am sure, as soon as SbiUong is rebuilt, unite to pat up some 
monument to bis name Those who knew him most intimate* 
1y will also know the wide circle of acquaintances be bad| 
Diid will not grudge that the first suggesLiou should come 
from a Bengal Oiviliao, for there were many men who know 
and liked Ins kindly, gonial, and generous character It will 
perhaps he appropriate that our friends in Assam, and pnrtt- 
cnJarly in Shillong, should bo reminded of the sympathy felt 
for them in many a station in Bengal, not merely m tho 
wreck of their houses, but in the loss of ono so doserrcdly 
ftdmitodk I shall be glad to send my subscription of Es 16 

W. H LEE 


TELEGRAPHS IN ASSAM 

TOTKE EorEOttOFTIlB * EHQLISHirAK ” 

SjS,— A s many o£ yonr correspondents complain tho 
Telegraph Department seem to have completely lost their 
heads in the recent earthquake Two days and foar days 
afterwards, i e ,14tli and lOtb, I bad occasion to sqqcI telegrams 
to Dhubri those woro ai'cepted without a murmur and wore 
both delivered late ou tho night of tho 25th They referred to 
absconding coolies, and I now hoar that bod I written instead 
of telegraphing the men wonld have been caught As it is 
they have “made their lucky,” and probably tins estate will 
bs minus some six hundred rupees Had tho Telegraph people 
had the courtesy to send out notices that telesrams could not 
be transmitted, or had ovon posted them or even refused them, 
this loss would not have acernod As it was wo were all 
under tho impression that tho wires had been opened up, 
and were disposed to give the Departmout great credit for 
thoir energy. 


Assam, July 2. 


agricola. 
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aspeAbanoh of the Moon. 

TO THE BDITOa Q* TH8 ENOLlSHMAif*'* 

5ib,— Afl oil points In connection with the r^enfc earth* 
quake are interesting! may I ask your readers if any^ of them 
noticed a green appearance of the tnoon the day before or on 
the 12th June. An old servant told me just after the quake 
that the moon had been •* green** the evening before. I at* 
tached no importance to the remark, bnt since on reading 
Kerbeok’s report on Krakatoa (1883) published by tHo Nether* 
lands Government, I find that both sun and moon assumed 
tints of green and blue dne to find particles of dost, eto. 

VERDANT. 

Bnxar, July ?. 

EARTHQGAKG data and the BARtSAL GUNS. 

TO THE EDITOR Or TDE “ EHQUSBUlS.’' 

Silt,— I would ask once more for the favour of yonr 
assistance, in the first place, to convey my thanks to the 
numerous respondents to my former appeal for the informa* 
tion regarding the earthquake of I2tb Jnno, These have 
been too numerous to acknowledge in detail. In the second 
place 1 have to appeal for assistance in procuring a record 
of the gradual dying out of tho soismio nativity of 
which the great earthquake was the principal mnnifejialion. 

It would have been uoreasonabla to ask fora careful 
record of shocks to be kept immodintely after the earthquake 
whoa everyone was mainly occupied in arranging for tho 
comfort and security of themselves and their families, but if 
any one has kepi such a record, however imperfect,! would be 
grateful for a copy of It. I would also ask for tho assistance 
of correspondents in Assam and those ports of Bengal where 
earthquakes are etiU being felt. 1 shalhbe pleased to furnish 
any one, who is prepared to assist, with postcards to be 
despatched once a week, with the particulars of all earth* 
quakes felt daring the week. 

Many of my cocrespoadanla havo remarked on the fre- 
quency of the sounds known as Barisal guns since tho earth* 
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quake, even in places 'Wiioro they were not commonly heard 
before. I ehould be gratofnl for any information on 
this point. The causa of the ” Barisal gans" is a voxod 
qnesti^, and though they have been enpposod to bo of eeis* 
mio^^rigin, no doBnita oridence of this has hitherto bean re* 
corded. The present is a unique opportunity for collecting 
such, and I would be glad to hear if any of your subscribers 
have noticed a connection between the gnus and tho recent 
earthquakes, or an nuosnal prevalence of these sounds since 
tho 12th Jane. 

B. D. OLDHAif, 
Officiating Director, Geolo^cal Snrroy of India. 


CAUSATION OF BAETHQUAKBS, 

TO THS EOirOS or TBB '* BNOtlsmiAH.’* 

Sib,— I think it is generally believed that oarthquases and 
volcanoes are allied phenomena. The surface of the sun is in 
constant agitation, and every 11 or 12 years cyclonic waves 
eonvulse her photosphere cansing matter at times to be eject* 
edj 350,000 miles into space. Similarly immense areas of 
Jupiter and Saturn the yoinger and more sembOuid planets 
are frequently affected by prodigions threes from within and 
upheavals which bulge out many miles abova the surface. And 
the huge ted or ruddy prominences, permanently visible in 
Jupiter, may bo glowing matter upheaved daring tho coavnl- 
sloQs to shrink and form immense mountain chains. Tho 
main factor in forming the vatmimns of fha landscape and 
tho undulations on the surfaces of the globes is shrink^e. 
also appears to mo that the motalUo vapours that ate forced up 
through tho poros of tho earth during its contractions which 
condense before they arrive from keroeine oil, 

J.B.MONIER. 

B. I, R. Chord Iduo, Madhupqr. 
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THE OLD BAKDBL CHDHOH 

TO THE rCITOP OP THE “ ENOLISIIUAN '* 

Sir, — I thank you. very sincerely for the kindness Jon 
did me la pnhUshing my appeal to the public for funds for 
the restoration of the Bandal Church, which suffered so badly 
during the late arthquake 1 gratefully eacknowledgo the 
receipt of liberal subscriptions from even non*Catholic3 
in response to my appeal to repair one of ^ the oldest 
Christian edifices in India, and I am proud that no reli- 
gious bigotry or sentiments have inffuenced any of t'le 
generous gentlemen on whom I have called for help My 
dntiQs at Bamlel are pressing, and I am unable to spare 
much time to call upon all gentlemen, but if anyone » 
disposed to ooutribate to the repairs of the vearrable pile 
and the holy ahnao of which I have the high privilogo of 
being in charge I shall be grateful if they will send me their- 
contnbahoa addressed either to the Prior o£ the Bandsl 
Church, Hughli, or the Superior of the Portuguoso Mission 
in Calcutta (Bow Bazar) All sobscriptions are acknowlodgod 
in the Catholic weekly, the Xndo'Curcptan Corrtspendtnct 
P. M DA SILVA, 
Prior, Bandel Church, 
Bandol, Hughli, July 11 _ 


APPEABANCB OF THE MOON. 

TO THE EDITOR O? TUB “ EIiatlSHUAH ” 

Sir’, — I can corroborate the statement of “ Verdant” in 
your 19SUO of the 9th instant regarding tho green appearance 
of the moon It wjys observed by mo at about sundown on tho 
Gth uUicno Tho laeon was screened by a thin misty cloud of 
a famt pinkish colour, and behind this it appeared of a 
greenish colour The disaster occurred about tho first quarter 
of tl^o moon The earthquake of the 12th ultimo was felt lieie 
at ji J* 21 Tho motion was dtstmedy undulatory, lasting 
about three minates, haviig no pondulum clock to indicate 
tl 0 direction I looked about mo afterwards on sundry 
brackets to sec if any small article had fallen, hut such fret 
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being the case, llio seismic wave mast Imvo boon slight I 
remained in my room ivatching iho nndulatory motion of the 
nlantlepiece and tbo stone sholvcsin a rcccss m the masonry^ 
I was at the garao time eicbangmg remarks with my danghtera 
in the next room, who called out to mo to know if I felt tny 
bed shako I cried to them to rnn oct into the compound^ 
hut they replied that they wero m dishabille 

m 3UMhA, 

Allahabad, July 10 


THE EARTHQUAKE IN THE KHASI AND 
JAINTIA HILLS 

[rtioM onn owt coRJtEsrosns'tT } 

Writing again from Saodye in the laintia Hills to t* 
lijoirospoodoat in Cachar, Ifr Browalow gircs some further 
particolars of the dam'igo caneod by the carthqnak c in thoso 
parts as follows “ The losses about Oherrepanji were ©zaggor- 
aled bat have been hcary Cberra itself le a perfect wreck 
Dr G says " The whole Nongsowha Hill will norm* ha safo 
again it is grauaally sliding down Tho road skirting 
Cfaerra village is nearly all gone and parts of Nongrua ar& 
falling down every day, and many times a day with every 
shake and every showed wo get ' Sheila simply tumbled inta 
the valley, as did Nongrim and most of Sohar Tho village of 
Laitiam was baried with 85 souls In tho coal mines about 
22 worliera lie onlombcd “ I fool somewhat approhensivo 
about Chittagong Theoontro of disturbance has changed, 
and appears to have moved on a parallel Uno further ahouth 
and nearer that place Wajost catch tho edge of disturb- 
anco now, and hear the ramble distinctly going underneath 
and to the south Sometimes, when prepared by rumble for a 
‘’hock, wo fail to fool it, or just feol a grind which scarcely 
amonnts to movement ’ 

” Tho water disappears {off tho Sylhet plains like magio 
^or the great shock L and I made a careful scmtine 
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of llie plains al}ont half an honr after it and failed to see any, 
except jast one large paddle, althongh before the shock cam 
there was a very fair show of water. ‘ 

" Jeeban Eai (retired Extra Assistant Commissioner), 
■was killed, we hear, at Shillong when his house fell. 

July 14 —We continne to get slight shocks of earth- 
quake, mostly in the early morning. If anything they are 
slightly more powerfal than they wore for three lyeeks after 
the great shock,” 

A three-storeyed house, No. 8 Kyd Street, is in as had a 
condition as any in Calcntta. Mr. Pred Drew, Mrs, Drew, 
and an infant daughter occupied the middle dat, Mr. Sexton 
the lower, and Mr. H. Cersting Green the npper Sat. The 
huUdiugis riddled with cracks. Two gaping openings in the 
eastern portion ran from the roof to the ground. The resid- 
ents had to torn oat, and were greatly indebted for the 
generous aid rendered by the residents of Nos. 11 and 1!>1, 
Elyd Street, aod by Saperintendeot Daris, of tie Park Street 
Phaoa. The house was expected to fall at any moment. At 
the iwo houses named some of the farniture was taken in, and 
the Drew family and Mr. Green were put up for the night, 
while Mr. Davis offered a temporary residence and lent infen to 
guard the place and help to secure carts and coolies. 


SHILLONG REDIVIVUS. 
traon o?b owb cobeesfoxdemt} 

Shillong, July 31, 

Letters come to ns from all directions, saying, “ Send ns 
more news of Shillong.” In one of my former letters I said 
that the tale of the disaster was told in a few words, but tbe 
hardships and difficulties would fill a volume. Troubles do not 
coma singly, for now, I regret to say, that there is ipnch 
sickness in onr midst. Exposure, even so bravely borne, is not 
without its ill-ollects. Whooping cough has brokenont among 
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ilie bhildran and m spreading fast from camp* lo camp S6tii9 
four or fire ladies are Hid low with tjphoid fever, two of 
whom are Hiss Hammond and Miss Spencer, daughter of 
Colonel Spencer, 17th B I. Theta ato also some isolated 
cases of jnflnenza These are Iho after effects of exposnre and 
bad living and the dnnking of imparo water consequent on 
the destruction of all the houses and water works in Shillongt 
Doctors Camphell and Parry are kept busier than ever 

The leather 13 nr *v more settled and fine, and most of 
us are eojoymg camp and basha life, ao far ai the villamies o 
the Shillong aervaots will permit Ooolio labour is eo high 
ly paid that servants prefer it, and without warning desert 
ns The remedy seems a simple one, but probably not until 
those m plttcei of authority suffer annoyance will the evil ho 
remedied The workman's hammer is bnsily and somewhat 
noisoly demonstrative on all aides, and the result is a number 
of tidy little basbas, and if those dwelhogs outwardly to” 
aomble farm sheds at home the inside of them is a pleasing 
contrast where fotntaioe skill and iDgannity have been oz- 
ercised with good effect All praise is due to Mr Walts* 
P W. D , for hts unfailing kindness in meeting the wants and 
Wishes o! the homeless. A basha chutch is in conrs° 
of croctiOD It has been designed by Mr. Arundell, and 
under his clover and personal direction is fast assuming 
shape The Cricket Pavilion, which proved so service- 
able in out hour of need, is still transformed bi-weokly 
into a cbnrch, and perhaps associations and circnmsfancea 
lend additional loterost to the services 

Frequent seumic shocks conlinue bat aro comparatively 
slight One, howeier, at 11 p u last night, was snfHcient to 
aw&ke sleepers and another ai G a k this morning served as 
a summons to Aarn I hear il at my httle tale of the 
various ruins hero has given satisfaction, so I continue what 
little thero is to tell “ Foomori, ” recently occnpied by 
Colonel Jtaegrogor, was forinnufety untonanted at the time of 
the eatthqnale, for like all bouses on high ground it has 
su5ered'*oomplelo destruction, o-*ly a heap of stones contrast 
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V'ainfully vjitii l^e prelly cotopound aroand “ Itansfield, ” 
also at this lime unlenanled, formerly the residence of Mr 
Fatilkener, A B H i is also only a heap of stones over which 
the thatch roof in one broken mass remains. The cottage 
httachedto ‘llans 6 eld,’' a more kutclia erection, has its ckta 
•walls left standing the plaster completely gone, while 
the chimney in falling shattered the roof and floor, and the 
atone foundation is wrecked to its bise Mr Strachey’s 
honse “ Rosewood," has shared tho common fate ® The roof 
of the cottage alone remains intact, shielding the rnins over . 
which It has collapsed from further damage The compound, 
With its many tents, IS like gipsy encampment, and for these 
tents the occupants of “ Rosewood,” were glad to relinquish 
the serrants’ houses in which for some weeks after the 
earthquake they were located 

The rums of the once picturesque houses of Captain Lock 
bud Mr Potioger, iilnated on hllle hill tops, are Tery un* 
Bightly, no trace remaiqs of their former usefulness Great 
difficulty has boeu found in oxcarating tho ruins, needless, 
therefote, to say that personal loss is ^cry great *' La 
Chauroiete,” the once beautiful residence of Mr Way, is a 
sad sight The ascending roadway to it w badly fissured 
As one approaches the tram garden raise a hope that tho 
bouse has oscap'-d, but the shock is all the greater when the 
last bend 18 rounded to seo only a di'orderly mass of stones 
Tho cottage and tennis ground share a similar fato fences 
nre uprooted, and the compound is badly fissured 

Mrs Watts and tho children were in doors at the tune 
but rushed out at the first rumbliug of the earthquake and 
escaped unhurt Tho bouse formerly occupied by General 
Jennings and at present by Mr Heaven is another complets 
rum, but the corrugated roof did good service lu shielding the 
rums and all they contained from being further damaged by 
ram Mr Willson’s houses arc all completely mined 

We hear of enterprising propnotors who nro already pro 
pared to rebuild and of one or more house holders , wbo^ arc 
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Tracing at a -Taluatioti to take ovor iho rains and takaa'l tliQiu 
{^16111501763, as otherwisa ^thd Iftnfl rrlinapso to Govornmont. 
So we look forward to se^og Shillong, itaeU , again, and 
rejoice that' all suggestiona'diO abolish Shillong”, are .dis- 
regarded, 1.5 i ' 

An allempt is being made to revive recreations for -which 
since the ^isaster, people hove boeii> disinclined :Polo stow 
takes place twice weekly as formerly/ and a papercHase week- 
ly. A Gymkhana is contemplated, and cricket weekly liolds 
Bway'again. Avery-good game was played 'last Satnrflay, 
heavy weights against light weights. 'The latter batted fir*t 
and made 97, o! which Mr. "Hodgkins compiled 47 in good 
style. TEhe " Heavies” ran np 115 for sir wickets boforo tho 
call of time. Mr. Perkins, '42nd G. E. carried-hU hat 'for an 
ercellenl'71. 

With very mnch- regret I record a most unfortunate car- 
riage accident which occurred on the 30th July. Mrs. ‘Ham- 
mond, while driving with Mrs. MeOabe in her HalU cart, foil 
from it sustainiag a fracture above the left ankle joint. It 
appears that the ebb started 'slightly at tho nolso of a pieco 
of corrugated ixou placed ou .tho bridge -to the 
polo ground over which these ladies wero crossing. Many 
friends were at hadd to render assistance. Very much sym- 
pathy is felt for Mrs. Hammohd. For some time past she 
has bad the onxiety of nursing her niece, .who is one of the 
victims to enteric fever, in addition she had scarcely recover- 
ed from ‘the severe shook she suffered on the 12th of June, 
and in spite of which she has never ceased to do all in her 
power to cheer and encourage others. Tho doctors issue o 
good bulletin to-day. The patient is resting fairly well, and 
is bearing her injury bravely. Wo hope soon 'to see her 
I about- among us again. 

Tho earthquake on the night of th9 2iia instant was felt 
at Shillong at tea mmutos past nine. It was tho severest 
shesk smee that of the 12ih of June was experienced, lasting 
‘80 seconds, Three of the seismometer pillars were leyelled, 
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Ko local tlamago done. Telagrapliiiy cotoTnunlcaHon 
with Sylhet tirrougli fClierrapooji da»iog 

the past two days.’ . , ‘ . 

Lieut. ilcNaugMcn, -who Uaj been io a critical state since 
ho joined the •i2ad Qarklia* ia Shillong months ao-o, 
died on the night of tha Snd instant. Hq horidf nest 
CTeaing Nrith fall joilitary liono^ra. 



